
Access to Excellence emphasizes the 
Endowment’s continuing commitment 
to make its programs in the humanities 
available to citizens in tribal, rural, 
urban, and minority communities.

The National Endowm ent for the Humanities is 
an independent agency o f the U.S. government. 
It awards grants to support scholarship, re
search, education, and public program s in all 
disciplines o f the hum anities, including history, 
philosophy, languages, literature, archaeology, 
ethics, com parative religion, and those aspects 
of the social sciences that employ historical or 
philosophical approaches.
Both individuals and institutions are eligible to 
apply for grants from the Endowment. O ppor
tunities for teachers, students, and adm inistra
tors to receive Endowm ent support are de
scribed fu rther in this flyer.
Currently, the Access to Excellence program  
has focused its outreach efforts at the pre- 
collegiate level. T he examples that follow each 
program  suggest the num erous ways in which 
Endowm ent program s serve the needs o f pre- 
collegiate education in America.
To learn m ore about the m ore than thirty pro
grams offered by the National Endowm ent for 
the Humanities, call or write—

Carl Dolan, Coordinator 
Access to Excellence
National Endowm ent for the Humanities 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 302 
W ashington, D.C. 20506 
202/786-0384

Endowment programs do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, handicap, or age. For further information, write to the 
director, Office of Equal Opportunity, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, Washington, D.C. 20506.

------ OPPORTUNITIES 
------- FOR TEACHERS 
Summer Seminars for Secondary 
School Teachers

Grants provide support for full-time or reg
ular part-tim e secondary school teachers to par
ticipate in sum m er seminars focused on signifi
cant texts in the hum anities and directed by dis
tinguished teachers and active scholars. 
Seminars are held throughout the country for a 
duration  of four to six weeks with approxim ate
ly fifteen participants per seminar. Eligible ap 
plicants are teachers of grades seven through 
twelve. O ther school personnel, K -12, are also 
eligible to apply.

Example: H igh school teachers from around 
the country gather in Oregon to study political 
philosophy in a summer seminar on “Plato’s 
Republic: The Moral Foundation o f P olitics.”

Hum anities Instruction in Elementary and Secondary Schools: Summer Institutes for Teachers and Administrators
Grants provide opportunities for teachers and 

adm inistrators to learn m ore about the hum an
ities disciplines by studying texts, topics and is
sues u nder the supervision and guidance of 
leading scholars and m aster teachers. Each insti
tute includes up to fifty participants who study 
together over a four week period in the sum 
mer. In  addition to an in-depth study o f the h u 
manities, participants examine issues and  ques
tions about what role the texts and themes of 
the institute play in the precollegiate classroom. 
After the institute concludes, participants are 
involved in a follow-up project during the 
school year.

Example: Thirty-five high school English  
teachers in N ew  York City attend a summer 
institute to study literature from the follow ing  
three categories: Spanish-American; English, 
American, and European; and Afro-American.

Authors include Aristophanes, Alejo  
Carpentier, and Athol Fugard.

H um anities Instruction in Elementary and Secondary Schools: Collaborative Projects
This grant category is designed to help school 

systems establish relationships with neighboring 
colleges and universities that will lead to im
provem ents in the teaching of the hum anities at 
the elem entary and  secondary levels. D uring the 
course of their collaboration, schools and col
leges are expected to develop activities that will 
contribute to teachers’ knowledge o f the sub
jects they teach and their ability to teach them. 
Collaborative projects take place within a geo
graphic region com pact enough to perm it fre
quent interaction am ong participants. Projects 
usually occur over a period of three years.

Example: Foreign language and social studies 
teachers in  O regon participate in a three-year 
collaborative project am ong state secondary  
schools, R eed C ollege, and the U niversity o f  
Oregon. Teachers study the literature and 
history o f specific  countries or regions. State 
curriculum  specialists help  participants 
incorporate this new material into their 
teaching.

Travel to C ollections
T he purpose o f the Travel to Collections Pro

gram  is to enable Americans to travel to the re 
search collections o f libraries, archives, m use
ums, o r o ther repositories to consult research 
materials o f fundam ental im portance for the 
progress o f the individual’s work. T he grant 
program  is intended to help meet the costs as
sociated with a research trip  to collections, any
where in the world.

Example: A teacher from  Oklahoma travels to 
Chicago to do research on nineteenth-century  
French prints at The Art Institute o f  Chicago.

Independent Study in the H um anities
T he Endowm ent has awarded a grant to the 

Council for Basic Education to support a p ro
gram of sum m er fellowships for high school 
teachers with at least five years of teaching ex
perience. T he intent o f this program  is to pro
vide an opportunity  for teachers to improve 
their knowledge o f the subjects they teach. Fel
lowships o f $3,000 are available for experienced 
teachers who wish to spend two m onths o f inde
pendent study in one o f the disciplines o f the 
humanities.
Example: A high school teacher from  
W isconsin does a summer independent study 
project, “The Industralization o f  England: 
R evolution or Evolution?”

For fu rther inform ation about this program , 
write to the Access to Excellence C oordinator 
or—

Council for Basic Education
c/o Independent Study in the Hum anities
CN6331
Princeton, New Jersey 08541-6331

------ OPPORTUNITIES 
------- FOR STUDENTS 
Younger Scholars

Grants provide support for students to con
duct research and writing projects in the h u 
manities for nine weeks during  the sum m er un 
der the supervision o f a hum anities scholar, 
who serves as a m entor. A college student who 
is below the level o f senior or any high school stu
dent may apply. Students who are over twenty- 
one years of age m ust be pursuing an u nd er
graduate degree, full time, at the time of appli
cation. Individuals who will have received o r ex
pect to receive a bachelor’s degree by October 1 
in the year the award is made are not eligible to 
apply.
Example: A high school junior from  Louisiana,



under the guidance o f h is history teacher, 
undertakes an independent study project on 
“The Nature o f  Tragedy in  Oedipus Rex, 
Hamlet, and Death o f a Salesman. ”

Summer Hum anities Programs for H igh  
School Juniors

In response to the President’s Initiative for 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities set 
forth in Executive O rder 12320, the National 
Endowm ent for the H um anities invites histor
ically black colleges and universities to submit 
proposals to plan and carry out four-week sum 
m er hum anities institutes for promising high 
school juniors. T he institutes are held on the 
campuses o f historically black colleges and uni
versities, and they provide opportunities for up 
to thirty-five students to undertake rigorous 
studies in the hum anities u nd er the guidance of 
hum anities scholars and m aster teachers.
Example: Thirty-two high school juniors from  
Tennessee attend a summer institute at 
Tennessee State U niversity on “The 
Constitution and its Cultural Context.”

— STATE HUMANITIES 
_______PROGRAMS_______
State hum anities councils are authorized to sup
port any type of project that is eligible for sup
port from the Endowm ent, including education
al and research projects and  conferences. T he 
special emphasis in state program s, however, is 
to make focused and coherent hum anities edu
cation possible in places and by methods that 
are appropriate to the citizens o f the state. 
W ithin broad guidelines established by statute, 
each council develops its own guidelines, deter
mines the emphasis of its own program , and 
awards its own grants.

State hum anities projects focus on a wide va
riety of topics, themes, and disciplines. These 
projects typically have the following elements in

common:
© T he content o f the project is centered in one 

or m ore o f the hum anities disciplines cited in 
the Endowm ent’s authorizing legislation.

9 Each project is focused on a topic, idea, or 
text that is analyzed and  discussed using the 
methodology of the humanities.

® T he m ethods o f the hum anities—critical 
thinking and interpretation—are evident 
th roughout the program . Hum anities scholars 
are actively involved in the project, drawing 
upon their analytical, interpretive, and ped
agogical skills.

® Scholars and the general public are involved 
in disciplined dialogue of benefit to both.

State hum anities councils have supported proj
ects in-a wide variety o f settings: 

museums
libraries and college campuses 
city parks and community centers 
Indian reservations 
traveling Chautauqua-style tents 
church and grange halls

These projects frequently involve bringing to
gether institutions in the state that have never 
jo ined  forces before in cooperative program 
ming efforts. Because state councils by law may 
support no m ore than half the cost o f projects, 
every federal dollar provided by state councils is 
m atched by local contributions of cash, goods, 
and services.

Each year m ore than 1,100 private citizens 
volunteer as members o f state hum anities coun
cils. T he  councils support m ore than 4,000 h u 
manities projects annually, reaching some 2 mil
lion citizens.

Example: Primary and secondary school 
teachers, school administrators, and other 
school officials in Utah organize a statewide 
network to develop an exem plary hum anities 
curriculum .

F urther inform ation about state hum anities 
program s may be obtained from the Access to 
Excellence coordinator. E87-3

National Endowment for the 
Humanities
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