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Summer Seminars for College Teach
ers are offered by the National En
dowment for the Humanities’ Division 
of Fellowships and Seminars. The 
National Endowment for the Humani
ties is a federal agency created in 1965 
to support research, education, and 
public projects in the humanities. 
O ther programs currently offered by 
the division include Summer Seminars 
for School Teachers, Summer Sti
pends, the Faculty Graduate Study 
Program for Historically Black Col
leges and Universities, Fellowships for 
University Teachers, Fellowships for 
College Teachers and Independent 
Scholars, Younger Scholars Awards, 
and Travel to Collections Grants. In
formation about any of these pro
grams may be obtained by writing to 
the Division of Fellowships and Semi
nars, Room 316, National Endowment 
for the Humanities, 1100 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20506.

P u r po se  o f  

t h e  P r o g r a m

The Summer Seminars for College 
Teachers Program, offered by the 
National Endowment for the Humani
ties, provides college teachers, inde
pendent scholars, and other scholars, 
such as archivists, curators, editors, 
and librarians, with a unique oppor
tunity for advanced study or research 
in their own fields or in fields related 
to their interests. During the summer, 
the twelve scholars selected to par
ticipate in each of the seminars will 
work together in an area of mutual in
terest under the direction of a dis
tinguished scholar and teacher. Semi
nar participants, who will have access 
to the collections of a major library or 
museum, will discuss a body of com
mon readings with their colleagues in

the program, prepare written work, 
and, outside the seminar, pursue indi
vidual research or study projects of 
their own choosing and design. 
Through research, reflection, and fre
quent formal and informal discussions 
with the seminar director and with 
other scholars from across the country, 
seminar participants will increase their 
knowledge of the subjects they teach 
and enhance their ability to impart to 
others an understanding of their dis
ciplines and of the humanities in 
general.

The seminars are especially de
signed for the Summer Seminars for 
College Teachers Program and are not 
intended to be identical to courses 
normally offered by graduate depart
ments, nor will graduate credit be 
given for them. Seminar topics are 
broad enough to accommodate a wide 
range of interests while remaining cen
tral to the major ideas, texts, critical 
concerns, and approaches of the hu
manities. The focus of each seminar is 
substantive rather than pedagogical, 
reinforcing the participants’ com
mitments to teaching and to research. 
In many cases the seminar is designed 
to be interdisciplinary, and par
ticipants need not be specialists in the 
particular subject of the seminar. Sem
inars are six or eight weeks in length.
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I n d iv id u a l  Project s

Beyond the work of the group, each 
participant will undertake an indi
vidual research project or a program 
of intensive reading under the gui
dance of the director. This project may 
or may not be related to the seminar 
topic. A tentative plan of research or 
study for the seminar is a required 
part of the application, but, after con
sultation with the director, participants 
can change or amend their projects 
once the seminar has begun. In many 
cases, the individual projects will tie 
into the work of the seminar and serve 
as bases for discussion and written 
assignments.

Particular seminars will vary in their 
research emphases, some focusing on 
individual reading or research proj
ects, others concentrating more exclu
sively on the common work of the 
seminar.

St ipe n d  a n d  T en u re

Teachers and scholars participating in 
the program ’s eight-week seminars will 
receive a stipend of $3,500, while those 
participating in the six-week seminars 
will receive $2,750. The stipend is in
tended to help cover travel expenses to 
and from the seminar location, books 
and other research expenses, and liv
ing expenses for the tenure period.

Participants are required to remain 
at the seminar location until the final 
meeting of the group and to spend full 
time on individual study for the entire 
tenure period.

E l ig ib il it y

The program is intended to serve 
those whose primary duties involve 
teaching undergraduates, but other 
persons, such as independent scholars 
and scholars employed by museums, 
libraries, historical societies and like 
organizations, qualified to do the work 
of the seminar and make a con
tribution to it, are also eligible and en
couraged to apply. Preference is given 
to those who have not recently had the 
opportunity to use the resources of a 
major library or who have not had sig
nificant released time for independent 
study and professional development. 
Applications from members of 
Ph.D.-granting departments are nor
mally not eligible. The Endowment 
encourages applications from faculty 
at historically black colleges and uni
versities and from two-year colleges.

Applicants must have completed 
their professional training by March 1, 
1990. Although an applicant need not 
necessarily have an advanced degree in 
order to qualify, neither candidates for 
degrees nor persons seeking support 
for work leading toward a degree are 
eligible. Individuals should not apply 
to seminars directed by scholars with 
whom they have studied or faculty at 
their own institutions.

An individual may apply to no more 
than two seminars in any one year. 
Persons who apply to more than two 
will not be awarded a place in any sem
inar. Those who participated in NEH 
Summer Seminars in 1987 or earlier 
are eligible to apply for 1990, but 
those who attended seminars in 1988 
or 1989 are not eligible.
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A b o u t  t h is  B r o c h u r e

This brochure briefly summarizes each 
of the fifty-one seminars that will be 
offered during the summer of 1990. 
Specific prerequisites, such as pro
ficiency in a foreign language, are also 
indicated where applicable.

How t o  A pp ly

E q u a l  O p po r t u n it y

Endowment programs do not dis
criminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, handicap, or age. 
For further information, write to the 
director, Office of Equal Opportunity, 
National Endowment for the Hum ani
ties, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20506.

Prospective applicants should write to 
seminar directors to request details 
about structure, requirements, and as
signments. This information will help 
to determine the range of projects that 
are compatible with the director’s con
ception of the seminar and in esti
mating the amount of time that will be 
available for independent work. Semi
nar directors will also supply general 
information about housing and dis
tribute application instructions and 
forms. The application deadline is 
March 1, 1990, and the announcement 
of awards will take place on March 29. 
Selected participants will have until 
April 3 to accept or decline.

C o n t en t s
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A n t h r o p o l o g y

MICHAEL HERZFELD 
Department of Anthropology 
Rawles 108 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, Indiana 47405
Poetics and Social Life
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Must we reserve terms like “art,” “poe
tics,” “performance,” and “aesthetics” 
for what is set apart from everyday 
life, or may we apply these terms to 
the styles and habits of everyday life? 
What social constraints affect the limits 
of personal style and cultural inven
tion? How do individual actors modify 
these constraints? These questions are 
of interest to anthropologists as well as 
to humanists whose concerns require 
them to ponder the relationship be
tween artistic creation and social con
text. This seminar will address the re
lationships between poetics and social 
life. It will focus on theories of poetics 
that help us understand cultural 
change and innovation and the roles of 
convention and invention in the con
duct of social relationships. Seminar 
participants, after beginning with Aris
totle and the etymological implications 
of poetics and drama as forms of action, 
will study Vico, who emphasized the 
importance of etymology for a critical 
historical consciousness and who rec
ognized the relationship among aes
thetics, perception, and power. Vico’s 
work and its reception reveal the proc
esses whereby Western culture increas
ingly came to emphasize the literal at 
the expense of the metaphorical and 
the verbal at the expense of other ex
pressive forms. Readings will also in
clude J. L. Austin, J. Cohen, Sapir and 
Crocker, Fernandez, Bauman, Karp, 
and Jakobson. Special attention will be 
paid to the reading of ethnographic

descriptions that permit access to a 
rhetorical dimension of social life. The 
seminar is designed particularly for an
thropologists, but other scholars with 
an interest in the relationship among 
drama, poetics, and social interaction 
are also welcome to apply.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
anthropology:
The Arts—Leppert 
History—Vinovskis 
Politics and Society—Levine, Young

T h e  A rts

ROBERT BAILEY 
Department of Music 
New York University
24 Waverly Place, Room 268 
New York, New York 10003
The Operas of Wagner
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Wagner is unique among opera com
posers in that he consistently wrote his 
own dramatic poems, based to some 
extent on legendary, mythological, or 
historical events, and then completed 
them with musical settings. Yet, tradi
tional approaches to Wagner’s music 
do not contribute to an understanding 
of W agner’s seminal and prodigious 
influence on composers of later gen
erations. This seminar will deal with 
Wagner’s music from two different 
perspectives—analytical and 
documentary—and will concentrate 
primarily on three operas: Tannhauser, 
representative of the earlier romantic 
Wagner, Tristan, and Die Meistersinger, 
both representative of Wagner’s later 
work. Beginning with an analytically 
oriented survey of all the operas, the

1 9 9 0  S u m m e r  S e m in a r s 5

members of the seminar will then 
study W agner’s expanding musical 
syntax and vocabulary. Although the 
constant focus of the seminar will be 
on Wagner’s music, participants will 
also explore his attempts to restructure 
traditional conceptions of the relation
ship between music and poetry. The 
basic texts for the seminar are the op
eras themselves, with supplementary 
readings from Wagner’s essays and re
cent critical studies. The seminar is de
signed for teachers of music history 
and theory and for teachers with firm 
musical backgrounds in such adjacent 
fields as the history of theater and Ger
man literature.

ROBERT G. CALKINS 
Department of the History of Art 
35 Goldwin Smith Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 14853
Narrative and Synthesis in Medieval 
Book Illumination
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
The central focus of the seminar will 
be on the illuminated manuscript as a 
functioning, aesthetic entity. Fre
quently these books make a statement 
about their intrinsic purpose through 
their decoration; and they may prom
ulgate a political, theological, or devo
tional message through their choice 
and placement of images. Participants 
will explore whether the nature of the 
book is altered when extratextual ma
terial is included in the narrative illus
tration and whether pictorial allusion 
and metaphor function in the same 
way as literary allusion and metaphor. 
For instance, in examining the Bury 
and Lambeth English Romanesque 
Bibles of the mid-twelfth century, one 
discovers an apparent and purposeful 
decorative weight given to some books 
of the Old Testament that coincides

with the larger liturgical and apocalyp
tic concerns of the day. These analyses 
build upon the usual art-historical 
search for stylistic and iconographical 
sources and influences to achieve a 
broader consideration of the modes 
and purposes of medieval illumination, 
with emphasis on specific thematic 
content as well on as the way the illu
minations interact with the larger cul
tural context. While applicants with an 
interest in art history or manuscript il
lumination are encouraged to apply, 
the seminar will be organized to bene
fit teachers from other disciplines 
within medieval studies, such as litera
ture, history, and religion. A reading 
knowledge of Latin, French, or Ger
man is desirable but not required.

SAMUEL A. FLOYD, JR.
Columbia College
600 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60605
Black Music in the United States: As
pects of History, Philosophy, and 
Analysis
June 11 to July 20, 1990 (six weeks)
Participants will study black music in 
the United States since 1800, focusing 
on selected aspects of the music’s his
tory. The music and ideas to be ex
plored range from the vernacular 
music of slaves and the literary output 
of Francis Johnson and James Hem- 
menway to the varied black musical 
expressions and events of the present. 
The seminar participants will begin 
their study with an investigation of 
various sources and bibliographic ma
terials and then go on to apply tradi
tional historical and analytical meth
odologies to a variety of traditions 
(folk, popular, classical) and styles 
(blues, ragtime, opera). Study of the 
Harlem Renaissance, the attempt of 
the “New Negro” to build and define a 
culture, will have a significant place in
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the seminar. Participants will discuss 
the relationship of black music to black 
culture and to American culture.
Music specialists and other humanities 
scholars whose teaching and research 
interests relate to black music or 
African-American culture are en
couraged to apply.

JULIA HAIG GAISSER and 
PHYLLIS PRAY BOBER 
Department of History of Art 
Bryn Mawr College 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010
Roman Humanism, 1471-1527
June 4 to July 29, 1990 (eight weeks)
Seminar Location: American Academy in 
Rome
In Rome the period of 1471 to 1527 
was an age of literary and artistic dis
covery and imitation of classical anti
quity. The Lascoon was discovered, the 
Golden House of Nero was opened, 
and famous scholars like Pomponio 
Leto and Pierio Valeriano lectured to 
large audiences at the University of 
Rome on Plautus, Catullus, and 
Roman antiquities. Roman humanism 
is a less familiar topic than its Flor
entine cousin, but the period is impor
tant because it both consolidates the 
achievements of the early Italian Re
naissance and lays the foundation for 
the development and diffusion of 
these achievements throughout 
Europe. Seminar participants will con
sider the circumstances and world view 
of the humanists, their discovery of 
ancient monuments and works of lit
erature, and the ways in which they in
corporated these into their lives and 
writings. Participants will also explore 
the resulting transformations of Re
naissance theory and imagery in the 
artists’ rediscovery of classical anti
quity. Topics will include Pomponius 
Laetus and Renaissance humanism, 
the sodality of Colocci and Goritz,

antiquarian studies and collections of 
books and monuments, the Vatican 
Belvedere, and the hermetic tradition. 
The seminar should interest teachers 
and scholars of classics, history, ar
chaeology, art, literature, and philos
ophy. Participants should have a read
ing knowledge of Latin or Italian.

RICHARD D. LEPPERT 
Department of Humanities 
Ford Hall 314 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455
Music and Society, 1700-1910
June 18 to July 27, 1990 (six weeks)

Musicology has largely confined its en
terprise to the stylistic analysis of 
music, understood through principles 
of formalism. Two complementary 
issues, however, are also central to the 
understanding of music’s history: first, 
music’s relation to larger social and 
cultural processes and, second, the 
question of meaning in music. The 
purpose of this seminar is to investi
gate the ways that Western art music 
and accompanying musical practices 
between 1700 and 1910 relate to the 
formation of society and culture. After 
an initial study of an emerging body of 
critical theory concerning music’s rela
tion to society and the means by which 
music may produce meaning, the par
ticipants will turn to a series of case 
studies that center attention on the fol
lowing issues: the role of music in the 
social and cultural education of men 
and women in the European upper 
classes, the relationship of music to the 
dance in defining social ideals, the vis
ual representation of musical practices, 
and the potential meaning accruing to 
musical sonority itself. The seminar is 
intended for teachers and scholars 
with a background in music or music 
history and for individuals from other 
humanities and social science dis
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ciplines generally interested in cultural 
studies. Specialized training in music is 
not required.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
the arts:
Classics—Bagnall/Cole 
English and American Literature— 

Paley, Stein, Wendorf 
Foreign and Comparative Litera

ture—Herrero, Shapiro

C lassics

ROGER S. BAGNALL and 
SUSAN G. COLE 
Department of Classics 
d o  Summer Session Office 
419 Lewisohn Hall 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 10027
The Greek City: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Seminar location: Athens, Greece
T hat the polis, or city-state, was the 
center of Greek life is common knowl
edge. What Greek cities were actually 
like, on the other hand, is rarely well 
understood—both because of the di
versity of ancient cities and because of 
the surviving source materials. This 
seminar will try to use all types of sur
viving source materials to illustrate 
that diversity. Participants will visit 
twelve representative cities in the Ae
gean world. The seminar will examine 
the origins of the city and its develop
ment in the classical period and will 
also concentrate on Hellenistic and 
Roman cities. Members of the seminar 
will work with inscriptions, coins, ar
chaeological reports, topographic 
maps, and the reports of early modern

travelers in order to develop a com
prehensive view of the city, its political 
life, social structure, economy, cultural 
activity, religion, and agriculture. The 
seminar is designed for teachers of 
classics, ancient history, art history, ar
chaeology, and ancient religion who 
have sufficient competence in German 
or French for reading scholarly litera
ture. A knowledge of Greek adequate 
for reading epigraphic texts is helpful 
but not required.

SETH BENARDETE 
Classics Department 
New York University
25 Waverly Place 
New York, New York 10003
The Ancient Philosophy of Law
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
By looking at law through the eyes of 
an historian (Herodotous), poets 
(Aeschylus and Sophocles), a phil
osopher (Plato), and jurists (Cicero and 
Justinian), participants in this seminar 
will engage in a comprehensive ex
ploration of the ways in which law was 
understood in classical antiquity. The 
ancients who reflected on the law were 
especially concerned with the vari
ability of law over time and place, the 
constancy of certain laws across socie
ties otherwise different, and the range 
of law from manners and morals to 
rules governing the polity. These con
cerns will inform the consideration of 
various topics: written and unwritten 
law; sacred, civil, and criminal law; 
natural law and natural right; con
stitutional or political law; form of law; 
interpretation of law; and psychology 
of law (shame, guilt, and fear). The 
seminar is open to anyone in ancient 
history, philosophy, classics, and litera
ture, as well as to political scientists, 
sociologists, and anthropologists who 
have an interest in ancient studies.
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ALAN CAMERON 
Department of Classics 
d o  Summer Session Office 
419 Lewisohn Hall 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 10027
Pagans and Christians in the Fourth 
Century
June 11 to July 20, 1990 (six weeks)
The fourth century was a momentous 
turning point in the history of Europe 
and the best-documented period of 
ancient history since the death of Ci
cero. Seminar participants will trace 
the spread of Christianity through the 
different aspects of Roman life, litera
ture, and art, from its toleration under 
Constantine at the beginning of the 
century to the persecution of pagans 
by Theodosius I at its close. Par
ticipants will attempt to gain a bal
anced insight into the nature of both 
pagan and Christian society, the dy
namics of conversion, and the chang
ing role religion played in people’s 
lives. The reaction of pagans to Chris
tian takeover, often depicted as a fierce 
but romantic struggle, will be re
examined, along with the view that 
there existed an identifiable pagan fac
tion at the end of the century respon
sible for a pagan revival. The study 
will proceed in two ways: through a 
comprehensive consideration of key 
topics (with as much concrete docu
mentation as possible) and through a 
more carefully focused study of indi
vidual authors and works (involving 
some study of books of the age). The 
m inor arts of the period, ivory carving 
and silverware, are well represented 
today and will play a significant part in 
the seminar. Readings will include se
lections from Ammianus Marcellinus, 
Claudian, Prudentius, Augustine, Je r
ome, Symmachus, and Synesius’s Egyp
tian Tale, an allegorical account of a 
rebellion at Constantinople in A.D.
400 that was written by a pagan man

of letters who ended his days as a 
bishop. The seminar is intended for 
classicists, historians, art historians, 
and others who teach or study relig
ious history or Western civilization. 
Participants should ideally have 
knowledge of both Greek and Latin, 
but applications will be considered 
from those with other strong qual
ifications for the seminar.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
classics:
The Arts—Calkins, Gaisser/Bober 
History—Bisson, Monter 
Philosophy—Vlastos 
Religious Studies—Hallo

D r a m a

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of 
interest to teachers and scholars of 
drama:
The Arts—Bailey
English and American Literature—

Patterson, Stein

E n g l is h  a n d  

A m e r ic a n  L it e r a t u r e

HANS AARSLEFF 
Department of English 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544
Reflections on Language and Human 
Nature: Locke through Romanticism
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
The central theme of the seminar will 
be the consideration of a debate that 
began in the mid-seventeenth century: 
Is language a divine gift or is it a hu
man creation? Because language is the
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defining hum an characteristic, the 
choice of answer is closely related to 
speculation about human nature, so
ciety, early civilization, and the foun
dations of culture. The seminar will 
develop an understanding of the ways 
in which this problem of language and 
hum an nature has been conceived and 
argued in changing climates of 
thought. The group will explore the 
impact of the debate in primary texts 
written by thinkers in a num ber of cul
tures and fields. The seminar will pay 
special attention to the crucial role of 
language in the formation of romantic 
aesthetic theory. Authors will include 
Locke, Condillac, Diderot, Herder, 
Michalis, Rousseau, Humboldt, 
Degerando, and Wordsworth. Appli
cations are encouraged from scholars 
in various fields, such as literature, 
languages, political theory, philosophy, 
and anthropology. Although mastery 
of a foreign language is not required, 
those able to do so will read original 
French or German texts.

LLOYD F. BITZER 
Department of Communication Arts 
6156 Vilas Hall 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
Eighteenth-Century British Sources 
of Early American Rhetoric
June 25 to August 3, 1990 (six weeks)
Seminar location: The British Library, 
London
Eighteenth-century thinkers, mo
tivated by the new philosophies of Ba
con, Locke, and Hume and by the em
pirical methods of the new science, re
jected classical conceptions of rhetor
ical theory and erected their theories 
on new foundations. At the heart of 
the new theories were critical choices 
concerning definitions, methods, and 
the nature of reality and truth. Those 
choices were made as eighteenth- 
century rhetoricians sought to produce

universal theories of rhetoric, endeav
ored to ground rhetorical art in the 
new science of human nature, and as
serted that only inductive argument 
and discourse on factual realities were 
legitimate and truthful. The seminar 
will focus on the major themes and 
problems that influenced the nature of 
eighteenth-century rhetorical theory 
and will emphasize the connection be
tween eighteenth-century rhetoric and 
its theory and practice in early Amer
ica. Participants will explore such 
topics as the nature, scope, and com
ponents of rhetoric; the logic of belief; 
the analysis of feeling and persuasion; 
theories of language and style; and the 
influence of religious views on rhet
oric. Participants will read from the 
works of Campbell, Blair, Kames, 
Priestly, Ward, Witherspoon, Burke, 
and Smith. Teachers of literature, 
rhetoric, philosophy, and history are 
invited to apply.

JAMES K. CHANDLER 
Department of English—
NEH Seminar 
University of Chicago 
1050 East 59th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60637
The Romance of History and the Fate 
of Walter Scott
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
It is fair to say that, without the model 
of the two dozen books that came to be 
called the Waverley novels, the literary 
oeuvres o f Balzac, Hugo, Cooper, 
Hawthorne, and Tolstoy would all look 
substantially different. In  England 
Walter Scott established crucial stan
dards and practices, including a highly 
developed literary market, for a good 
deal of important fiction: most of T ha
ckeray’s work, much of George Eliot’s, 
and some of Gaskell’s and Dickens’s. A 
primary aim of this seminar is to come 
to terms with Scott’s perception of how
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a specific culture sets conditions upon 
the characters or the plots in question. 
The age defined by 1789 and 1815, 
the pan-European dates of the Bastille 
and Waterloo, was the period that 
helped to establish what a historical 
period was for nineteenth-century his
toriography. It cannot be an accident 
that the “epoch-making” historical 

■ novel swept Britain, Europe, and 
America in the half-decade after Nap
oleon’s final defeat. In the century that 
followed, the historical novel helped 
nation after nation, as E.J. Hobsbawm 
said, to “invent itself a tradition” about 
its own genesis and thus, in Benedict 
Anderson’s words, to “imagine itself a 
community.” The range of issues 
loosely organized by a notion of a new 
historicism can both illuminate and be 
illuminated by the Waverley novels. 
The topics of the seminar will fall into 
two groupings: those that focus on the 
innovative relationship of Scott’s fic
tion to the literary, intellectual, and 
social conditions of its emergence; and 
those that focus on the uses to which 
his form was put in subsequent prac
tices of historical representation. 
Teachers of fiction or history with an 
interest in representations of the past 
are encouraged to apply. Most texts 
will be English or American, but par
ticipants are welcome from European 
studies or other non-Western tradi
tions influenced by Scott’s fiction.

STUART CURRAN 
Department of English 
Bennett Hall
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6273
Women and Men Poets in British 
Romanticism
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Although several hundred women in 
Great Britain published at least one 
volume of verse between 1770 and

1825, virtually none of them is read 
today. Reintroducing the women 
romanticists not only recreates the lit
erary condition of the time but also al
lows for the examination of the poetry 
in the context of the cultural condi
tions that either encourage or constrict 
modes of behavior and thought ac
cording to codes of gender. By reading 
some of these women’s poems in jux
taposition with works of prominent 
male romanticists, participants in this 
seminar will explore the extent to 
which major themes of romanticism 
are extended, questioned, or subverted 
in the women’s poems. Romantic 
themes to be examined include the 
idea of nature, the cult of sensibility, 
the celebration of individuality and 
genius, and the value of the organic in 
art and society. Reintroducing women 
poets also permits a testing of the 
normative perspectives of romanticism 
and a reconsideration of the ways in 
which the literary marketplace for the 
first time opened itself to female con
cerns. The seminar will proceed both 
chronologically and thematically, 
tracing romantic sensibility from its 
Enlightenment roots to its highest ex
pression, balancing women and men 
poets throughout. For example, to 
consider portrayals of social outcasts 
and of sensibility, participants will 
place works of Mary Robinson, Char
lotte Smith, Amelia Opie, Mary Bryan, 
and Felicia Hemans beside works of 
Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Shelley. 
While the seminar focuses on the 
romantic period, scholars of the En
lightenment and Victorian periods as 
well as those interested in women’s 
studies are encouraged to apply. How
ever, a strong historical background 
will be useful.
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JO H N  N. KING 
Department of English—
NEH Seminar 
Ohio State University 
164 West 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210-1370
The Protestant Imagination: From 
Tyndale to Milton
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
The flourishing of Reformation litera
ture and art calls into question the tra
ditional opinion that Protestant icono- 
clasm destroyed centuries-old forms of 
cultural expression. The Protestant 
outbursts of the sixteenth and sev
enteenth centuries ultimately pre
supposed a dialectical impulse both to 
adapt existing forms of expression and 
to generate new forms compatible with 
Reformist standards of truth. This 
seminar will explore the distinctive lit
erary and artistic impact of the Refor
mation on the creative imagination. 
Participants will examine the works of 
such authors as Sir Philip Sidney, 
Christopher Marlowe, William Shake
speare, Edmund Spenser, John 
Donne, George Herbert, and John 
Milton in light of the reformist im
pulse, differentiating between Catholic 
applications of four-fold allegorical in
terpretations to biblical texts and Prot
estant emphasis on literal interpreta
tion of the Bible as a historical docu
ment. Although the focus of this semi
nar is the literature and history of the 
English Renaissance and Reformation, 
historians of religion, art, and politics 
as well as literary scholars are en
couraged to apply.

MARK KRUPNICK 
Department of English 
University of Illinois 
Box 4348
Chicago, Illinois 60680
Jewish-American Writing since 1945
June 25 to August 3, 1990 (six weeks)
Philip Roth once said, “I am not a Jew
ish writer; I am a writer who is a Jew.” 
In studying writings of Jewish Ameri
cans since 1945, participants in this 
seminar will explore what Roth and 
other Jewish writers intend by this dis
tinction, attempting to discern pre
cisely what is Jewish about these au
thors’ writing. Although focusing on 
writing after 1945, the study will be 
anchored in earlier twentieth-century 
works by Abraham Cahan, Mary 
Antin, and Anzia Yezierska. The semi
nar will also explore the influence of 
European Jews who wrote in Yiddish 
and in the national languages of 
Europe. Participants will analyze the 
ways in which contemporary Jewish 
authors carry on a dialogue with writ
ers of their own tradition or com
munity who have preceded them. For 
instance, in the The Anatomy Lesson, 
Roth responds to Irving Howe’s criti
cism of his earlier fiction by including 
Howe as a character and thus presents 
the anxiety of a literary heir struggling 
against the explicit disapproval of a 
prestigious literary ancestor. Some of 
the other works to be studied include 
Saul Bellow’s The Victim, Roth’s The 
Ghost Writer, Cynthia Ozick’s The 
Messiah of Stockholm, and Bruno 
Schulz’s Street of Crocodiles. In addition 
to fiction, the seminar will examine es
says and criticism such as those by Ir
ving Howe and Harold Bloom. Schol
ars of American literature, American 
history, and religious studies are wel
come to apply.



12 1 9 9 0  S u m m e r  S e m in a r s

CHARLES MOLESWORTH 
English Department 
Queens College 
Flushing, New York 11367
American Modernist Poetry
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Seminar location: CUNY Graduate Center, 
New York
Examining American poetry from 
1914 to 1934, the years between the 
beginning of World War I and the end 
of the Great Depression, participants 
will attem pt to determine how best to 
define modernism, whether there is a 
distinctly American version of modern
ism, and how women poets con
tributed to this period’s poetic devel
opments. The seminar will examine 
poetry as it first reaches a public, as it 
first reaches other poets, and before it 
is canonized by time and by larger, 
more circumspect audiences. Par
ticipants will first study the works of 
well-known modernists, such as Wil
liam Carlos Williams, Wallace Stevens, 
and Marianne Moore, then examine 
poetry written in the little magazines 
of the era, and finally conclude their 
analysis with the works of several lesser 
known modernists, such as Alfred 
Kreymborg, Mina Loy, Lola Ridge, 
Genevieve Taggard, and Amy Lowell. 
The breadth of the topic and readings 
allows for a variety of critical ap
proaches, ranging from historical to 
feminist perspectives. Scholars of 
m odern poetry, American literature, 
and American culture are encouraged 
to apply.

JAMES OLNEY 
Department of English 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803
The Forms of Autobiography
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Since the word autobiography came into 
being at the end of the eighteenth cen
tury, the genre has continued to shift, 
expand, and more recently experiment 
self-consciously with the practice and 
form of autobiographical writing. The 
study of autobiography and its histori
cal evolution mirrors the changing so
cietal conceptions of the self, of the in
dividual, and of the relationship be
tween the self and the surrounding 
world. Autobiography has therefore 
become a particularly interesting mode 
of study because it illuminates ques
tions that critics presently grapple with 
in all genres of literature: What can be 
said of the author’s presence in a 
work? How does one interpret a work 
that might be seen as an exercise in 
personal history? What is the nature of 
reference or representation in litera
ture, and how does representation in 
autobiography differ from that in fic
tion, poetry, and drama? After ex
ploring general considerations of 
autobiography, seminar participants 
will then examine specific illustrative 
texts and discuss various critical and 
theoretical positions. Participants will 
work closely with many forms of auto
biography, including memoirs, con
fessions, journals and diaries, slave 
narratives, third-person and fictional 
biographies, and collections of letters 
and essays. Teachers of literature, his
tory, psychology, philosophy, religion, 
and anthropology are encouraged to 
apply.
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MORTON D. PALEY 
Department of English 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720
British Romanticism in an Epoch of 
Revolution
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Consciousness of living in an epoch of 
revolution shaped romantic literature 
written in the period from the Ameri
can Revolution through the French 
Revolution and ending with the Greek 
War of Independence. Beginning 
with Blake’s Poetical Sketches and end
ing with Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley’s 
The Last Man, participants in this sem
inar will analyze the role of these revo
lutions as thematic, imagistic, and 
structural parts of the works them 
selves. Some of the works, like Blake’s 
The French Revolution, focus primarily 
on the revolution, while other works, 
such as Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley’s 
Letters Written during a Short Residence in 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, respond 
to the revolution indirectly. In addition 
to these works, participants will study 
Godwin’s Caleb Williams, Coleridge’s 
Destiny of Nations, Wordsworth’s The 
Prehide of 1805-06, and Shelley’s Pro
metheus Unbound. Questions to be ad
dressed include: Is Blake’s The French 
Revolution a rewriting of the Book of 
Revelation in contemporary terms?
Are Keats’ Hyperion poems, depicting 
as they do the aftermath of cosmic 
revolution, susceptible of sociopolitical 
interpretation? Is Mary Wollstonecraft 
Shelley’s The Last Man an anatomy of 
failed revolution and a repudiation of 
the most cherished attitudes of roman
ticism, or is it a pessimistic vision of the 
fate of art? Although the central focus 
of the seminar is English literature, 
historians, art historians, and others 
interested in the revolutionary and 
romantic periods are encouraged to 
apply.

ANNABEL M. PATTERSON 
Literature Program 
Duke University 
Durham, North Carolina 27706
The Theory and Practice of Cultural 
History: Shakespeare
Seminar location: Bread Loaf School, 
Middlebury, Vermont
July 2 to August 10, 1990 (six weeks)
The seminar will consider the plays of 
Shakespeare as sensitive instruments 
for recording and mediating, to a large 
mixed audience, the important issues 
and occurrences of the last decade of 
Elizabeth’s reign and the first years 
under James I. Rather than a seminar 
on the theory of historicizing litera
ture, it will be an opportunity to con
duct historical work on some of the 
most central literary texts. After a sur
vey of current thought and scholarship 
on the Elizabethan and Jacobean the
ater and its audience and a summary 
of contemporary theories of culture, 
the seminar will devote one meeting 
each to ten plays, with sessions also de
voted to broader issues involving a 
range of plays (possibly including 
other dramatists). Topics may include 
the rise of the Puritan critique, the Es
sex rebellion, official control and cen
sorship of theater and other media, the 
status of women, legal theory, histori
ography, and the emergence of Par
liament as a significant voice in the 
nation-state. The seminar is intended 
for teachers and scholars of literature 
and history.
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DONALD E. PEASE 
Department of English 
Dartmouth College 
Hanover, New Hampshire 03755
Reconstructing America’s Civil Imag
ination, 1845-1900
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
The appearance of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin eight years 
before the Civil War affirmed a com
mon cultural assumption that Ameri
can literature should enliven the great 
public debates of the time. After the 
war, however, urgent political issues 
began to disappear from literary 
works. Participants in this seminar will 
explore the effects of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction on literary repre
sentations of shared public life. In ad
dition to Stowe’s work, participants will 
examine The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn, The Red Badge of Courage, The Rise 
of Silas Lapham, and Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 
as well as essays and short stories from 
and about the Civil War and Recon
struction periods. Studying one work 
per week along with corollary read
ings, participants will attempt to find 
reasons for this historic change in ori
entation and examine the relationships 
between the literary works and the 
complicated cultural issues, such as 
free labor, Southern honor, and politi
cal revenge, that arose during the Re
construction era. Because the seminar 
will examine the relationships between 
literature, culture, and history, appli
cations from scholars of political 
science, philosophy, American history, 
literature, and culture studies are 
welcome.

THOMAS P. ROCHE, JR.
Department of English 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544
Romance in Dramatic Form: Sidney, 
Shakespeare, and the English 
Renaissance
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia is one of the 
most important works of prose fiction 
produced during the English Renais
sance. It was read, admired, and imi
tated by generations of English read
ers. It has influenced authors from 
Shakespeare in Sidney’s time to Rich
ardson in the eighteenth century and 
on to the present. Until recently, be
cause of its length and inaccessibility in 
print, it has not been accorded its 
proper place in the curriculum of 
British or American universities. In 
light of recent critical attention to Sid
ney’s work, the seminar will study the 
Arcadia in the context of other great 
writers of the romance tradition— 
Spenser, Shakespeare, and Milton.
The seminar will explore Sidney’s in
fluence on Renaissance drama and will 
attempt a definition of the genre by 
addressing the problem of romance in 
dramatic form. Participants will read 
both the Old Arcadia and the New Ar
cadia, Shakespeare’s four romances, 
and As You Like It. Also to be studied 
are several sources for Sidney and 
Shakespeare: Heliodorus’s Aethiopica, 
Mucedorus, Lodge’s Rosalynde, San- 
nazaro’s Aracadia, and Montemayor’s 
Diana. The seminar may examine Ura
nia of Lady Mary Wroth, Sidney’s 
niece, for a clear indication of how 
women shaped the romance structure. 
Teachers and scholars of Renaissance 
literature, the novel, drama, narrative 
technique, and modern critical per
spectives are encouraged to apply.
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DANIEL R. SCHWARZ 
English Department 
304 Rockefeller Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 14853
Critical Perspectives on the High 
Modernist Tradition
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Reevaluating the intellectual and aes
thetic assumptions that define modern 
British literature, participants will ad
dress the paradox that while modernist 
study is acquiring new factual infor
mation for traditional humanistic 
scholarship, recent literary theory is 
challenging the relevance of this mate
rial. Did, as was once assumed, 
twentieth-century novelists and poets 
withdraw from their work and create a 
more objective fiction and poetry by 
eliminating an “intrusive” author? The 
publication of biographies, letters, and 
diaries, as well as recent breakthroughs 
in understanding literary modernism, 
provide evidence suggesting that Law
rence, Conrad, Joyce, Woolf, Forster, 
and Stevens created more subjective, 
self-expressive fiction and poetry than 
did their predecessors. Participants in 
this seminar will examine these writers’ 
relationships to one another, to their 
cultural milieu (including modern 
sculpture and painting), and to the his
torical period in which they worked. 
Seminar discussion will establish a dia
logue between theory and text and be
tween traditional and recent theory, 
including deconstruction, reader- 
response criticism, feminism, new his- 
toricism, Marxism, and Bakhtin’s 
theory of multiple voices. Participants 
will address several key questions:
How can we talk about the presence or 
absence of writers in their work? How 
can thinking about a group of literary 
works enable us to understand a par

ticular culture? Can one think about 
the development or evolution of the 
novel and a poetic tradition and, if so, 
in what terms? Primary texts will in
clude Lord Jim, The Rainbow, Dubliners, 
To the Lighthouse, possibly A Passage to 
India, and poems by Wallace Stevens. 
Scholars in both British and modern 
literature are invited to apply; appli
cations from historians and art histori
ans are also welcome.

HOWARD STEIN
Theater Division: School of the Arts
d o  Summer Session Office
419 Lewisohn Hall
Columbia University
New York, New York 10027
The American Playwright, 1920-80
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
This seminar will be devoted to an in
vestigation of the values of American 
playwrights and the concept of reality 
reflected in those values. O ’Neill’s pre
occupation, for instance, was m an’s re
lationship to God, while other play
wrights of his time were concerned 
with strictly human relationships. 
Around 1960 a new wave entered the 
theater that challenged America’s past 
and examined its future. By the end of 
the decade and through the 1970s, a 
disenchanted Catholic sensibility 
seemed to be the predominant voice in 
American drama. This seminar will be 
an exploration and a journey from 
O’Neill, expressionism, and the begin
ning of social realism with the Jewish 
influence of Odets and the Group 
through A rthur Miller; to the New 
Wave of Gelber, Kopit, Richardson, 
and Albee; to the renegade Catholic 
sensibilities of Rabe, Guare, Durang,



16 1 9 9 0  S u m m e r  Se m in a r s

and Innaurato. The ultimate objective 
will be to reveal the complexity of 
dramatized life and the various ways in 
which the question of reality has bur
dened the American playwright. The 
seminar is intended for teachers of 
theater and is also open to others with 
an interest in drama.

ERIC J. SUNDQUIST 
Department of English 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720
The Problem of Race in American 
Literature, 1850-1930
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Participants in this seminar will seek to 
understand the works of black and 
white authors within their historical 
contexts and to trace the development 
of aesthetic and social responses to the 
crisis over race relations in America 
from before the Civil War through the 
twentieth century. Participants will 
examine the works of significant writ
ers such as Melville, Douglass, Ches- 
nutt, Twain, Johnson, and O ’Neill, 
situating these works within the his
torical moments that have defined 
surges in writing about race through 
the m odern era: the coming of the 
Civil War, the doctrine of separate but 
equal, and the rise of a more inter
national conception of American black 
cultural life leading toward the Harlem 
Renaissance. Each week participants 
will examine one major work along 
with supplemental historical readings, 
focusing on the ways in which the lit
erature depicts the relations between 
the races. Some of the works to be 
examined include “Benito Cereno,” My 
Bondage and My Freedom, Pudd’nhead 
Wilson, The Marrow of Tradition, and In
cidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. The 
guiding assumption of the seminar is 
that the thorough examination of the 
interplay between literature and his

tory affords participants insight into 
teaching these works to under
graduates. Applications are welcome 
from scholars interested in American 
culture, literature, and history.

RICHARD WENDORF 
Office of the Librarian 
Houghton Library 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Portraiture: Biography, Portrait 
Painting, and the Representation of 
Historical Character
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
When William Hazlitt stated that 
“portrait-painting is the biography of 
the pencil,” he was drawing a parallel 
between two forms of portraiture that 
had been intimately connected in Eng
land throughout the preceding two 
centuries. Biographers and portrait 
painters habitually looked to each 
other when they attempted to establish 
the legitimacy or authenticity of their 
work, or when they wished to achieve 
greater vividness or clarity of meaning. 
Members of this interdisciplinary sem
inar will explore the history and theory 
of portraiture by analyzing the repre
sentation of historical figures in biog
raphy and portrait painting. By study
ing major works by Johnson, Boswell, 
Strachey, Rembrandt, Hogarth, and 
Reynolds, participants will examine 
parallel transformations in the forms 
and subjects of portraiture. By reading 
Hagstrom and more recent theorists 
and by comparing specific texts and 
images—drawn from paintings, 
photographs, and the cinema— 
participants will consider larger issues 
concerning the comparative method
ology that makes the study of the sister 
arts possible. Applications are en
couraged from teachers and scholars 
of English literature and art history 
and from those in any field who are
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seriously interested in the relationship 
between the arts.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
English and American literature:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
The Arts—Calkins 
Foreign and Comparative 

Literature—Shapiro 
History—Clive, Katzman, Louis, 

Pursell, Sklar/Dublin 
Religious Studies—Smith

F o r e ig n  a n d  

C o m p a r a t iv e  

L it e r a t u r e

JAVIER S. HERRERO 
Department of Spanish, Italian, 
and Portuguese 
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903
Structuralism after Poststructuralism:
Author, Text, and
Context in Lorca, Dali, and Bunuel
June 18 to July 27, 1990 (six weeks)
The work of three major figures in 
modern Spanish culture, Lorca, Dali, 
and Bunuel, was deeply affected by 
the years the three spent together in 
Madrid’s La Residencia de Estudiantes 
between 1917 and 1927. This seminar 
has as its goal the discovery and analy
sis of this shared context for artistic 
expression in literature, painting, and 
film and the modern vision that grew 
from it. Members of the seminar will 
first study the major works of these 
artists during the formative years in 
Madrid and will then follow the later 
evolution of their work to see to what 
extent the later masterpieces retained 
and elaborated the earlier interests and 
themes. Works to be studied from the

early period include Romancero gitano, 
several of Dali’s paintings of this 
period, Le Chien andalou, and L ’Age 
d’Or. Later works will include Poeta en 
Nueva York, Dali’s paintings from his 
Spanish Civil War period and later, 
and Bunuel’s Nazarin. This analysis, 
which implies that the relationship of 
author, text, and context can provide 
the critic with an objective basis for in
terpretation, will require a reexamina
tion of certain contemporary theories, 
such as reader-response criticism, no
tions of the “death of the author,” and 
deconstruction. By using traditional 
structuralist methods (Saussure, Ja- 
kobson, Frye) and contemporary his- 
toricism (Hayden White, Jameson), 
participants will consider whether the 
demise of structuralism has been vastly 
exaggerated. English translations of all 
texts will be available, so the seminar is 
open to scholars of literatures in other 
languages as well as Spanish. A read
ing knowledge of Spanish is, however, 
advisable.

FRANCOIS RIGOLOT 
Department of Romance Languages 
and Literatures 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544
Modern Critical Theory and French 
Narrative
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
This seminar will explore the possi
bility and desirability of applying re
cent theoretical models to the study of 
French narrative. Participants will read 
a variety of modern critical works in 
the fields of linguistics and struc
turalism (Jakobson), structuralism and 
narrative (Barthes, Genette, Ben- 
veniste, Propp, Ricoeur), sociocriticism 
and audience-oriented criticism (Gold- 
mann, Jauss), rhetoric and psycho
analysis (Freud, Lacan, Poe), feminist 
criticism (Cixous, Marks, Wittig,
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Schor), textuality (Kristeva, Angenot, 
Riffaterre, Jenny, Dallenbach), and de
construction (Derrida, Levi-Strauss, 
Foucault). In order to obtain a more 
thorough understanding of both the 
critical techniques and the texts them 
selves, participants will apply different 
theoretical approaches to a selection of 
short French narratives from the 
Middle Ages to modern times. The 
works to be treated include Maupass
ant’s short stories, Merimee’s La Venus 
d’llle, Rabelais’s Pantagruel, Perrault’s 
Contes, Chateaubriand’s Rene, Prevost’s 
Manon Lescaut, and Duras’ L ’Amant. Al
though this seminar is intended pri
marily for teachers of French, scholars 
of other literatures, history, and phi
losophy are also encouraged to apply.
A command of both written and spo
ken French is required.

ENRICO MARIO SANTI 
Department of Spanish 
Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C. 20057
Modern Poetry and Poetics in Latin 
America, 1880-1980
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Although Latin American writers of 
prose fiction have received con
siderable acclaim in recent years, less 
attention has been paid to poets. Yet, 
since the end of the nineteenth cen
tury, poetry has been a principal 
source of verbal invention, critical 
awareness, and cultural pride in Latin 
America. This seminar’s work will con
centrate on major poets such as Marti, 
Dario, Borges, Neruda, Vallejo, Storni, 
and Paz. These figures have composed 
not only superb poetry, but also a body 
of prose that reflects upon poetry and 
its relationship to history. Thus each 
poet’s work will be read with close at
tention to texts and to the framing his
torical and theoretical contexts out of 
which the texts arise. By focusing both

on modern poetry from Latin America 
and on poetics, the discussion will 
bring together scattered critical and 
pedagogical issues framed by one 
broad question: How can contextual 
information be brought to bear on 
poetry without losing sight of indi
vidual poems? The seminar is in
tended for teachers and scholars of 
Latin American, peninsular Spanish, 
and Luso-Brazilian literature and cul
ture. Scholars of comparative literature 
or critical theory are also welcome to 
apply. A reading knowledge of Span
ish is required.

MICHAEL SHAPIRO 
Department of Slavic Languages 
Box E
Brown University 
Providence, Rhode Island 02912
Semiotic Perspectives on Language 
and Verbal Art
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
This seminar will consider the theory 
of signs as a conceptual framework for 
the study of language and literature, 
focusing on the insights of European 
semioticians such as Saussure, Hjelm- 
slev, and Jakobson. Particular attention 
will be given to the writings of the 
American scientist and philosopher, 
Charles Sanders Peirce, whose impact 
on linguistics and poetics has aroused a 
special intellectual excitement and has 
stimulated research aimed at a unitary 
understanding of grammar. The ap
proach, based on Peirce’s ideas, has 
added a cross-disciplinary dimension 
to the study of poetry, anthropology, 
psychology, and the visual and plastic 
arts. How the work has progressed and 
how its results can illuminate the un
derstanding of language and the 
language-oriented disciplines con
stitute the central interests of the sem
inar. Attention will also be paid to the 
crucial question of linguistic change as
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an aspect of continuity. Teachers and 
scholars of philosophy, linguistics, 
comparative literature (including East 
Asian literature and language), and 
social sciences, especially those inter
ested in the conceptual foundations of 
their fields, are invited to apply.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
Foreign and Comparative literature:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
The Arts—Bailey, Calkins, 

Gaisser/Bober 
Classics—Bagnall/Cole 
English and American Literature— 

Aarsleff, Olney, Roche, Wendorf 
History—Clive 
Religious Studies—Hallo

H is t o r y

THOMAS N. BISSON 
Department of History 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Power and Society in Medieval 
Europe
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
O ur modern idea of government did 
not evolve as smoothly as we believed. 
In this seminar, participants will ex
plore the strains and conflicts in the 
period between 1050 and 1250 that 
gave rise to European government and 
law, seeking to describe and explain 
the social and cultural origins of insti
tutionalized political power by describ
ing the ways in which lordship became 
government. A principal issue to be 
considered is the transformation of 
exploitive tribal lordships into political 
units in which power was redefined in 
administrative and proto-bureaucratic 
ways and redistributed among social

groups or classes claiming special 
rights. The history of power before 
government will be examined as the 
seminar probes the origins of the an- 
cien regime and modern bureaucratic 
government. Among the topics for dis
cussion will be the investiture struggle; 
social conflict in Flanders and Cata
lonia; the institution of new proce
dures in law and finance in England, 
France, and Mediterranean lands; and 
the origins of estates, parliamentary 
representation, and consent. In dis
cussing all of these topics, the mem
bers of the seminar will closely exam
ine the characteristic divergencies be
tween northern and southern Europe. 
Readings will be drawn chiefly from 
translated source material, but atten
tion will be given also to the ex
planatory perspectives of Max Weber, 
G. Duby, E. Panofsky, E. Kohler, J.C. 
Holt, and other modern writers. The 
seminar is intended for teachers and 
scholars of medieval and early modern 
history, literature, and art. Knowledge 
of the languages of the original 
sources (Latin, Old French, etc.) or of 
m odern languages (French, German, 
Spanish, Italian) would be useful but is 
not required.

JO HN  L. CLIVE 
771 Widener Library 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Historiography in Europe and Amer
ica: Gibbon to Adams
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Participants in this seminar will have 
an opportunity to read and study the 
great historians whose works form the 
beginning of any inquiry into the topic 
or period about which they wrote. 
Emphasizing close literary study and 
philosophical inquiry into the styles, 
methods, and ambitions of modern 
Western civilization’s great eighteenth-
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and nineteenth-century historians, 
participants will discuss significant 
questions arising in historiography. 
They will reflect on these historians’ 
visions of periods, peoples, and 
policies; consider their views of the 
world; and analyze the changes in his
toriography that have transformed our 
understanding of history since the En
lightenment. Individually these texts 
are also testimonies to literary great
ness, historical imagination, and moral 
purpose. In sequence, they provide a 
unique opportunity to trace ideas 
about society, the individual, and his
torical meaning that lead from the En
lightenment through romanticism to 
the beginnings of the m odern period. 
Taken together, they constitute a 
commentary on the growth of history 
as both an art and a craft as well as a 
reflection of the authors’ lives and 
times. Primary readings will be selec
tions from Gibbon (both the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire and the 
Memoirs), Carlyle, Tocqueville, Maca
ulay, Ranke, Michelet, Marx, Bur- 
ckhardt, Parkman, and Henry Adams 
(both The United States in 1800 and the 
Education). Teachers and scholars of 
literature, history, cultural studies, phi
losophy, or core curricula in Western 
civilization who are interested in the 
culture of the Enlightenment, roman
ticism, and modernism are invited to 
app!y.

ALBERT CRAIG and 
HAROLD BOLITHO 
d o  Harvard-Yenching Institute 
Two Divinity Avenue 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Japan’s Nineteenth-Century 
Transformation
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
This seminar will examine Japan’s 
transition from a late traditional to a 
modernizing society. The historical 
question of why modernity was born 
from within European society has been 
exhaustively studied, while, with the 
exception of the Japanese experience, 
the broader historical issue of how 
modernity is spreading to non- 
European societies is less well- 
understood. The seminar will begin 
with an examination of the Meiji Res
toration, 1853-68, Japan’s equivalent 
in magnitude and consequences to the 
French Revolution, focusing on the 
causes and events of the Restoration 
and on the processes resulting in 
Japan’s modern transformation. The 
culture, society, polity, and economy of 
Tokugawa Japan will receive sys
tematic treatment to establish the con
text for this transformation. The semi
nar will examine the cultural and relig
ious history of late Tokugawa Japan 
and the changes in Confucianism and 
other aspects of Japanese culture in 
order to compare them to events in 
similiar areas of East Asia. Participants 
will also compare the causes, course, 
and consequences of the Meiji Restora
tion with other political upheavals in 
world history. The seminar will con
clude with an examination of the po
litical, cultural, and economic changes 
in Japan during the late nineteenth 
century. East Asian specialists and 
teachers and scholars in comparative 
politics and modernization who wish to
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broaden their understanding of Japa
nese development are encouraged to 
apply.

DAVID M. KATZMAN 
Hall Center for the Humanities 
University of Kansas 
Watkins Home 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045
The Growth of Urban Black Commu
nities in America
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
This seminar is designed to examine 
the historical antecedents and devel
opments of one of the themes of 
American history—black urbanization. 
Beginning with the slave community, 
then following the great migration, 
and concluding with the black ghettoes 
of the 1920s, this examination will 
stress the evolutionary nature of black 
urban life within black history in par
ticular and within U.S. history in gen
eral. Participants will explore the ex
ternal forces that shaped the black u r
ban communities and the degree to 
which blacks influenced and deter
mined their own lives and culture. In 
each time period the following ques
tions will be explored: What external 
forces influenced black community life 
and institutions? How did black cul
ture, ideas, and actions shape black 
urban life and institutions? What were 
the patterns of black settlement, occu
pations and work, class structure, 
community institutions, education, 
leadership, and family? How do schol
ars view these patterns and issues? Par
ticipants will assess the nature of black 
communities and the place of these 
communities within American history. 
The seminar is intended for teachers 
and scholars of American history, 
American studies, and social sciences 
interested in urbanization, indus
trialization, black studies, or race 
relations.

W. ROGER LOUIS 
Department of History 
University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, Texas 78712
The End of the British Empire
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
By examining the decline of British in
fluence from World War II to the 
mid-1960s in Asia, the Middle East, 
and Africa, participants in this seminar 
will analyze the transformation of the 
British Empire into the multiracial 
Commonwealth. Participants will study 
decolonization and the struggle for in
dependence, and they will confront 
the following questions: Was the 
British Empire in a state of dissolution 
or transformation during the critical 
postwar period? Were the British at
tempting to perpetuate the old im
perial system and to achieve their goals 
through indirect methods? In other 
words, did the British intend a real 
transfer of power in India, Southeast 
Asia, the Middle East, and Africa? Par
ticipants will have the opportunity to 
form their own judgm ents on issues 
that go to the heart of imperialism and 
to pursue reading and research topics 
of their choosing on British col
onization and the transfer of power. 
T he seminar is intended primarily for 
historians, but applications are also in
vited from political scientists, econ
omists, and specialists in English litera
ture who have an interest in the gen
eral problems of British imperialism or 
the history of European colonial 
empires.
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E. WILLIAM MONTER 
Department of History 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 60208
Church, State, and Moral Control in 
Early Modern Europe
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Confessionalism, the adoption of an 
official religious creed, attempted to 
impose orthodoxies on entire ter
ritories, an attempt that required close 
cooperation between church and state 
authority. This seminar’s topic, which 
cuts across the usual divisions of Cath
olic and Protestant Europe (and their 
overseas extensions) and which ex
tends in time from the Reformation to 
the Enlightenment, is the process of 
moral reform and its relationship to 
techniques of control practiced by both 
church and state. The seminar will 
combine Foucault’s and Delumeau’s 
approaches to state moral control and 
the Protestant and Catholic reforma
tions. After examining the machinery 
of moral control, participants will con
sider the two major priorities in the 
campaigns for godly discipline, the re
pression of sexual offenses and of illicit 
magic, and the orthodox approaches 
to two alien groups, European Jews 
and native Americans. Members of the 
seminar will address the following 
questions: What policies did orthodox 
churches and states use to enforce 
their values? What differences, if any, 
existed between Protestant and Cath
olic approaches to particular prob
lems? How well did such attempts to 
control behavior work? Readings will 
include works by Burke, Pullan, Clen- 
dinnen, Axtell, Thomas, Kingdon, 
Ginzburg, and others. This seminar is 
for historians, scholars in religious 
studies, members of other disciplines 
who offer basic courses in European or 
Western civilization, and those who 
study the history of early modern

Europe and its colonies. A European 
language (French, Spanish, German) is 
recommended but not required.

CARROLL W. PURSELL 
Department of History 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
The Role of Technology in American 
History
June 25 to August 3, 1990 (six weeks)
Over the past two decades the history 
of technology, especially the history of 
American technology, has burgeoned 
as a field. Older histories of particular 
machines and tools have been sup
plemented by an emphasis on the 
interactions between technologies and 
the social settings within which they 
are devised and operate. This seminar 
will emphasize research on those 
points at which the new and growing 
literature of the history of technology 
offers fresh and significant insights 
into more traditional areas of Ameri
can history. It is increasingly assumed 
that technology, far from evolving in
dependently and inevitably out of its 
own logic, is rather a form of human 
behavior, amenable to the same sorts 
of humanistic analyses to which other 
forms are subjected. Beginning with 
the assumptions that the American 
and the Industrial revolutions coin
cided in time and that this coincidence 
is one of the most important occur
rences in American history, the semi
nar participants will first explore the 
ways in which the institutions of the 
new nation were formed in the context 
of a rapidly and dramatically changing 
technology. They will also examine the 
process by which a shared tech
nological inheritance had become the 
most important tie among Americans 
by the time of the Civil War. Par
ticipants will then study the historical 
effects of technology on women’s lives, 
the environment, government policy,
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health care, and the law. The seminar 
will encourage original research and 
welcomes participants from such dis
ciplines as history, American studies, 
engineering, business, anthropology, 
museum studies, and journalism.

KATHRYN KISH SKLAR and 
THOMAS DUBLIN 
Department of History 
State University of New York 
Binghamton, New York 13901
The History of American Women 
through Social Movements,
1800-1930
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Members of this seminar will seek to il
luminate American social and political 
history as well as the history of Ameri
can women. Drawing on a diverse ar
ray of historical approaches, the semi
nar participants will examine the roles 
of women in some of the important 
political and social movements of the 
nineteenth and early twentieth cen
turies: evangelical religion, the ten- 
hour-day efforts, the antislavery 
movement, the black women’s club 
movement, and the social settlement 
movement. Participants will consider 
women’s history and the social and po
litical events of American history as 
they evaluate the importance of the 
following questions: How important 
was the separation of church and state 
for the empowerment of the religious 
laity? How did notions of republican 
independence inform early labor or
ganizations among women? What gaps 
in the American political process did 
women reformers in the Progressive 
Era turn into opportunities for the ad
vancement of their policy proposals? 
Scholars in the last twenty years have 
relied on a variety of approaches that 
emphasize different aspects of female 
experience. The sources to be used in 
exploring these issues will include

autobiography, biography, collective 
biography, institutional and com
munity studies, and comparative stud
ies. The relationship between social 
movements and the context that sus
tained them will be a principal theme 
of the seminar. The seminar will situ
ate these undertakings in the patterns 
of women’s everyday lives—especially 
their associational, familial, and work
ing lives. The seminar is designed for 
scholars who are pursuing research on 
and teaching about American women.

MARIS A. VINOVSKIS 
Center for Political Studies 
Box 1248
Institute for Social Research 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109
American Institutions and the Devel
opment o f the Family
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Seminar participants will explore the 
changing relationships among Ameri
can institutions—such as churches and 
schools—and the development of the 
family, emphasizing the interaction of 
the family with broader intellectual 
and social changes in American so
ciety. Drawing on readings from sev
eral disciplines, participants will trace 
the changes in American family life 
from the colonial period to the pre
sent. The uses of quantitative and 
qualitative evidence in analyzing 
American family life in the past will be 
considered, with emphasis on how 
changes in values and attitudes af
fected the lives of individuals within 
the context of their families. Par
ticipants will explore the following 
issues: How did changes in the role of 
each parent and changes in the rela
tionship between parents and schools 
affect the socialization and education 
of children? What was the role of 
women in the nineteenth century?
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What accounts for the decline in fertil
ity during the nineteenth century? 
Wrhat sorts of changes occurred, from 
the settlement of the Puritans to the 
present, in sexual activity, courtship, 
and marriage? What has been the ex
perience of the elderly, and how have 
notions about age and death been 
transformed? What has been the expe
rience of the black family? The semi
nar is intended for teachers and schol
ars from many different diciplines who 
are interested in approaching Ameri
can family life from a wide historical 
perspective.

ROBERT WOHL 
Department of History 
6265 Bunche Hall 
University of California 
Los Angeles, California 90024
Culture and Politics in Europe in the 
Era o f the Liberal Crisis, 1880-1945
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
The new cultural history explores the 
systems of mediation through which 
culture influences politics and politics 
shapes culture. This seminar will 
examine the relationship between poli
tics and culture in Europe from 1880 
to 1945, a time when liberal values and 
institutions were being called into 
question and a new modernist culture 
was being created. Classic texts, such as 
Karl Mannheim’s Ideology and Utopia 
and H. Stuart Hughes’s Consciousness 
and Society, will provide perspective on 
the recent shifts in theme and method 
that can be detected in works like Carl 
Schorske’s Fin De Siecle Vienna and Ste
phen Kern’s The Culture of Time and 
Space. Participants will consider the 
new objects of inquiry being studied by 
historians of culture and politics in 
Europe. Special attention will be paid 
to the theories of psychology, lan
guage, reception, and generation that 
have only recently begun to influence

the study of European culture and 
politics. Participants will search for 
new objects of inquiry when examining 
culture and politics in Europe (science, 
architecture, graphic arts, music, the
ater, and film) and will examine the 
national and regional variations in the 
structure of European intellectual life. 
This interdisciplinary seminar is open 
to scholars of history, philosophy, lit
erature, music, and the visual arts.
The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will also be 
of interest to teachers and scholars of 
history:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
The Arts—Floyd, Gaisser/Bober, 

Leppert
Classics—Bagnall/Cole, Cameron 
English and American Literature— 

Bitzer, Chandler, Krupnick, Olney, 
Paley, Patterson, Pease, Sundquist, 
Wendorf 

Politics and Society—Friedman, 
Gordon, Young 

Religious Studies—Westphal

H is t o r y  a n d  Sc ie n c e

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of 
interest to teachers and scholars of the 
history of science:
History—Pursell
Politics and Society—Levine

L eg a l  St u d ie s

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of 
interest to teachers and scholars of 
law:
Classics—Benardete 
History—Monter, Vinovskis 
Philosophy—Dworkin, French 
Politics and Society—Gordon
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P h il o s o p h y

JONATHAN F. BENNETT 
Philosophy Department 
Syracuse University 
Syracuse, New York 13244
Consequentialist Theories of Morality
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Consequentialist morality—the theory 
that the rightness or wrongness of ac
tions depends entirely on their 
consequences—involves the most cen
tral questions of ethics: How do we de
cide how we ought to behave? How 
ought we to live? When developed in 
detail, consequentialism’s answer—to 
act for the best—provides a fruitful 
area of study. Participants in this sem
inar will explore the theories of conse
quentialist morality and the con
troversies surrounding them, attem pt
ing to view these matters in their en
tirety and to clarify the issues of con
tention. Discussion will revolve around 
the following questions: What is the 
case for and against consequentialist 
morality? and How does it relate to 
our hum an nature, especially our pro
pensity for sympathy and resentment? 
Further subjects for inquiry include 
the notion of consequence and its rela
tion to probability and causation, 
moral absolutism and the morality of 
extremity, ideas of penal justice, and 
the application of consequentialism to 
groups and individuals. Applications 
are encouraged from teachers and 
scholars of philosophy, ethics, and re
ligious studies.

GERALD DWORKIN 
Department of Philosophy/MC 267 
University of Illinois 
Box 4348
Chicago, Illinois 60680
The Nature and Value of Autonomy
June 25 to August 17, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
In both theoretical and applied con
texts, the concept of autonomy has as
sumed increasing importance in con
temporary philosophical discussion. 
This seminar will include a systematic 
examination of the nature and value of 
autonomy as it has been developed in 
classic texts, been discussed by con
temporary philosophers, and in
fluenced practical moral discussion. 
First, participants will examine a num 
ber of conceptual questions, some of 
which will involve characterizing the 
notion of autonomy, the differences 
between autonomy and various con
cepts of liberty, and the relationship 
between autonomy and concepts of 
rationality, free-will, and self- 
determination. From there, the possi
bility of being autonomous will be ex
plored. Empirical and conceptual ar
guments will be raised. O ther issues, 
such as the effects of scientific knowl
edge, environment, and culture on au
tonomy, will also be explored. Essential 
to these discussions will be the idea of 
a moral agent, and what it means for 
moral principles to be one’s own. From 
this point of consideration, par
ticipants will discuss why it is desirable 
to be autonomous, to apprehend that 
others are acting autonomously, and to 
be respected as an autonomous agent. 
These concerns will be investigated re
garding issues in health-care, the phi
losophy of law, and the philosophy of 
education. The seminar is intended 
mainly for those with backgrounds in 
political or social philosophy or for 
teachers and scholars of medical or 
business ethics.
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PETER A. FRENCH 
Department of Philosophy 
Trinity University 
San Antonio, Texas 78212
The Spectrum of Responsibility
June 11 to July 20, 1990 (six weeks)
What does it mean to say that an entity 
is morally responsible for doing some
thing? This seminar is a thorough 
study of the concept of responsibility, 
which plays such a central role in our 
law, morality, historical studies, and 
literature. Special attention will be paid 
to understanding the notions of col
lective and corporate responsibility. 
The seminar will begin with Aristotle’s 
and F.H. Bradley’s theories of respon
sibility. This discussion will flow into 
the study of more recent attempts, like 
those of Baier and Hart, to distill vari
eties of responsibility from ordinary 
discourse and from social practices and 
institutions. The investigation will turn 
next to a discussion of the conditions 
of moral being and recent theories that 
expand the population of the moral 
world to include collective and cor
porate entities as proper subjects of re
sponsibility ascriptions. Seminar par
ticipants will study works that explore 
the many sides of the question of 
whether or not business corporations 
should be treated as members of the 
moral community. Participants will 
also examine, in some detail, what 
have been identified as theoretical 
antecedents to the conception of the 
corporate moral entity. Texts will in
clude those of Plato, Rousseau, Hegel, 
Kant, MacIntyre, Lewis, and Mackie. 
The conclusion of the seminar will be 
organized around the application of 
the concept of responsibility to legal 
theory. The seminar is designed for 
teachers and scholars from a number 
of humanities and social-science dis
ciplines, including philosophy, relig
ion, jurisprudence, and law.

JAEGWON KIM 
Department of Philosophy 
Brown University 
Providence, Rhode Island 02912
Supervenience and its Philosophical 
Applications
July 9 to August 17, 1990 (six weeks)
The concept of supervenience has 
lately emerged as a significant new tool 
for formulating doctrines and argu
ments in a variety of philosophical 
fields. Seen as a family of distinct but 
connected relations, supervenience al
lows philosophers to explore the com
plex ways that sets of properties are 
dependent on or determined by other 
sets of properties, yet possibly not red
ucible to them. Because of its intuitive 
appeal (as in an aphorism like “No 
moral difference without a factual dif
ference”), supervenience also can serve 
as an effective pedagogical strategy in 
teaching philosophical ideas. This sem
inar has two aims: to investigate the 
general structural nature of super
venience relationships and to explore 
the applications of these relationships 
to central philosophical issues in meta
physics, philosophy of mind, and value 
theory. For example, in philosophy of 
mind, participants will examine some 
influential recent attempts to use su
pervenience to formulate a non- 
reductive minimal physicalism that 
avoids reductionism. Participants will 
closely read, analyze, and evaluate the 
principal literature on supervenience 
and its applications, trying to sharpen 
and extend the existing results and to 
explore new directions for thinking 
about the issues involved. The seminar 
is designed for teachers and scholars in 
a wide variety of philosophical fields, 
especially, but not limited to, those in 
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and 
moral philosophy. No prior knowledge 
of the literature on supervenience is 
required.
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GREGORY VLASTOS 
Department of Philosophy 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720
The Philosophy of Socrates
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
In recent years a new understanding 
of Socrates’ thought has emerged. No 
longer regarded as little more than 
Plato’s shadow, Socrates can now be 
seen as a pivotal figure in the devel
opm ent of Greek thought. An impor
tant philosopher in his own right, So
crates propounded a strongly indi
vidual moral theory not only dis
tinguishable from Plato’s but in some 
instances opposed to it. The seminar 
participants will explore a con
troversial interpretation of Socrates as 
a philosopher not content with ration
alizing the theory of his day but under
taking to reform it. They will examine 
this interpretation by studying primary 
texts and additional readings from 
nonphilosophic sources to illustrate 
contrasting currents of Greek thought. 
Participants will analyze the eu- 
daemonist axiom as formulated by So
crates and the foundation of sub
sequent Greek moral philosophy and 
psychology. They will also consider So
crates’ unique method of philosophical 
investigation, the elenchus, which 
brought new understanding of moral 
virtue. Although the seminar will be an 
exercise in the philosophical analysis of 
historical texts, it will also consider the 
contemporary relevance of ideas that 
may justly be imputed to Socrates.
This seminar is open to teachers of 
philosophy, classics, and political 
theory.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of 
interest to teachers and scholars of 
philosophy:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
The Arts—Gaisser/Bober, Leppert 
Classics—Benardete 
English and American Literature— 

Aarsleff 
Foreign and Comparative 
Literature—

Shapiro
History—Clive, Pursell, Sklar/Dublin, 

Vinovskis 
Politics and Society—Gordon, Levine 
Religious Studies—Smith, Westphal

Po l it ic s  a n d  So c ie t y

EDWARD FRIEDMAN 
Department of Political Science 
North Hall
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
Democratization in Leninist States?
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Once seen as stable and economically 
successful nations, Leninist states have 
experienced turmoil and change that 
demonstrate how fragile the Leninist 
political and economic system can be. 
Pressure for democratization from 
within necessitates a rethinking of the 
very nature of these systems and their 
multiple crises of legitimation and 
growth. Participants in this seminar 
will seek to understand the forces 
pushing toward democratization by 
examining studies of economic crisis 
and political reform in specific coun
tries and by studying the works of 
Locke, Rousseau, Paine, and Toc- 
queville in order to explore the most 
significant ideas on the problem of 
democratization itself. In addition,
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participants will read literature from 
writers within Leninist systems, such as 
the Soviet Union, Czechoslavakia, and 
China, who reveal ways in which Len
inist governments destroy their legit
imacy for individual hum an beings. 
One goal of the seminar is to challenge 
a common if implicit notion in political 
theory that peasant or Third-W orld 
peoples are incapable of democracy. 
Teachers and scholars in various fields 
are welcome to apply, including his
tory, political science, economics, lit
erature, philosophy, and religion.

ROBERT W. GORDON 
Stanford Law School 
Stanford University 
Stanford, California 94305
Liberal Ideals in American Law, 
1870-1940
June 25 through August 3, 1990 (six 
weeks)
Liberalism, in both its classical and re
visionist or progressive versions, has 
dominated American political and 
legal thought and practice since the 
mid-nineteenth century. The pro
ponents of the cultural ideals of Amer
ican liberalism have engaged in a sus
tained attem pt to implement those ide
als through law, not only in large mat
ters of constitutional principle, but also 
in the mundane details of tort, prop
erty, family, contract, and labor law. 
The perceived successes and failures of 
classical liberalism inspired a search for 
alternate ways to put liberal ideas into 
practice, from which emerged the revi
sionist or progressive liberal move
ment. Currently, classical liberal ideas, 
a powerful synthesis of Enlightenment 
moral philosophy, free-market eco
nomics, and republican theory, are 
undergoing a remarkable revival. The 
aim of this seminar is to illuminate the 
classical and revisionist strands of 
American liberalism, with emphasis on 
the ways they became embodied in the

ordinary working realities of the legal 
system. By way of illustration, a selec
tion of legal enactments, cases, and 
commentaries will be examined in light 
of their historical context and with 
reference to the seminal works of the 
classical liberal tradition, such as the 
writings of Hume and Mill and their 
revisionist counterparts. Applications 
are welcome from scholars in political 
theory; political and moral philosophy; 
intellectual, social, constitutional, and 
legal history; ethics and public policy; 
and legal studies.

DONALD N. LEVINE 
Department of Sociology 
University of Chicago 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60637
Philosophical Foundations of the 
Social Sciences
July 2 to August 10, 1990 (six weeks)
The world of contemporary social 
science has emerged from a complex 
of diverse yet related intellectual tradi
tions, including those of empirical in
vestigation and those of philosophical 
inquiry. Members of this seminar will 
examine six of these intellectual 
strands in order to clarify their internal 
lines of development, their relation
ships with one another, and their con
temporary manifestations in the social 
sciences. Participants will study the 
classical philosophical tradition, utili
tarianism, the work of Rousseau and 
other French thinkers, Kant and the 
doctrine of two worlds, Hegelian and 
Marxian assumptions about collective 
creativity, and American pragmatism 
and sociology. Each tradition will be 
treated through its classical formula
tions, its foundational statements in 
one social science, and contemporary 
examples. Three fundamental ques
tions will guide discussion: Are human 
moral dispositions inherent, insti
tutional, or transcendent? What is the
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most appropriate way to explain the 
universe of human happenings? How 
can and should the social sciences re
late to the problem of making value 
judgments? The seminar is intended 
for philosophers, historians, and social 
scientists who are interested in ex
ploring the philosophic foundations of 
their own and related disciplines.

M. CRAWFORD YOUNG 
Department of Political Science 
North Hall
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
Cultural Pluralism and National In
tegration in Comparative Perspective
June 18 to August 10, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Cultural pluralism characterizes the 
great majority of sovereign states. 
Social affinities and solidarities based 
upon ethnicity, language, race, relig
ion, caste, or region create patterns of 
cleavage in most polities, whether su
perpowers like the Soviet Union and 
the United States or smaller sites of 
turmoil like Sri Lanka, Sudan, or Le
banon. In a broadly comparative man
ner, this seminar will explore the soli
darities grounded in cultural pluralism 
and the reasons for their political acti
vation. Through case studies par
ticipants will explore both the broader 
conceptual themes inherent in cultural 
pluralism and the differing political 
environments found in the United 
States and other Western liberal 
democracies, in the Soviet Union and 
other socialist states, and in the Third 
World. Participants will also examine 
the range of approaches through 
which cultural pluralism has been in
terpreted and understood. The semi
nar is intended for teachers and schol
ars from various humanities and social 
science disciplines, including political 
science, history, sociology, anthro
pology, and linguistics.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of 
interest to teachers and scholars of 
politics and society:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
The Arts—Floyd, Leppert 
Classics—Bagnall/Cole, Benardete 
English and American Literature—

Bitzer, Paley, Patterson, Pease, 
Sundquist 

History—Bisson, Craig/Bolitho, 
Katzman, Monter, Pursell, 
Sklar/Dublin, Vinovskis, Wohl 

Religious Studies—Smith, Westphal

R e l ig io u s  St u d ie s

WILLIAM W. HALLO 
Department of Near Eastern Lan
guages and Civilizations 
c/o NEH Summer Seminars 
53 Wall Street 
Box 2145 Yale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 06520
The Bible in the Light of Cuneiform 
Literature
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
Cuneiform represents the world’s old
est system of writing, and it preserves 
the world’s oldest coherent and signif
icant body of creative literature in the 
form of Sumerian. Later, cuneiform 
was also adopted for such Semitic lan
guages as Akkadian and Ugaritic and 
for such Indo-European languages as 
Hittite. The literary classics created in 
these languages were transmitted 
throughout the ancient Near East and 
in some cases may have provided 
models for corresponding genres in 
the biblical corpus. Members of this 
seminar will study examples from rep
resentative genres of cuneiform writ
ing, compare them with corresponding 
biblical genres, and illuminate them 
with the help of recent critical discus
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sion. Beginning with an introduction 
devoted to methodology, the seminar 
participants will deal in comparative 
and contrastive perspective with such 
genres as myth and epic, proverbs and 
other forms of wisdom literature, 
sacred marriage texts, and histori
ography. O ther genres that will be ex
plored are individual prayer, prophecy 
and omens, apocalypse, literary letters, 
novellae, lamentations, and hymns. 
Participants will look at the secondary 
literature of Kramer, Jacobsen, Co
oper, Wilcke, Alster, Gordon, and 
others. The seminar is designed for 
teachers of literature, history, and re
ligious studies.

HUSTON SMITH 
d o  Director of Special Studies 
Pacific School of Religion 
1798 Scenic Avenue 
Berkeley, California 94709
Metaphysics and the Great Chain of 
Being: A Cross-Cultural Inquiry
June 11 to August 3, 1990 (eight 
weeks)
T hrough most of its history, the larger 
part of civilized humanity has em
braced as its philosophy the notion of a 
hierarchical ontology. Yet, in a post
m odern age, the very possibility of a 
coherent metaphysical position of any 
kind has been questioned. This semi
nar will begin by studying the chal
lenges to metaphysics, such as those 
found in Rorty’s Philosophy and the Mir
ror of Nature, and participants will con
sider the reasons why metaphysics 
seems unfashionable to the post
m odern mind, eclipsed as it is by his
tory, the sociology of knowledge, and 
the rise of science. The seminar will 
then turn  to a close examination of dif
fering cultural versions of the major 
metaphysical stance known as the 
Great Chain of Being. Participants will 
study how this conception of the uni
verse surfaced, not only in Jewish,

Christian, and Islamic adaptations 
from Greek philosophy, but also in 
Asian traditions (notably Buddhism, 
Taoism, and the Vedanta) and in rep
resentative oral traditions such as those 
of American Indians. T he approach 
will be cross-cultural and philosophi
cal, although not in a technically analy
tic vein. The seminar is intended for 
scholars of philosophy, comparative 
religion, and theology.

MEROLD WESTPHAL 
Department of Philosophy 
Fordham University 
Bronx, New York 10458
Religion and Society in Hegel, Marx, 
and Kierkegaard
June 18 to July 27, 1990 (six weeks)
Hegel, Marx, and Kierkegaard have 
each had a major impact on modern 
culture and society, and often two of 
these three philosophers are com
pared. But seldom have all three been 
considered together. This seminar will 
focus on one question that is central to 
all three—the question of religion and 
society—in order to generate insights 
into each in terms of the other two. 
Hegel, for example, sought a religion 
of reason that could sustain com
munity in the midst of modernity. To 
Marx, this Hegelian project was just 
one more example of religion as ideol
ogy. Kierkegaard, however, while shar
ing Marx’s critique of Hegel, none
theless would save religion from mod
ern secularization. Participants will 
read and discuss central texts, such as 
Hegel’s Philosophy of Religion, Marx’s 
German Ideology, and Kierkegaard’s 
Fear and Trembling, in which the three 
views of religion and society are ex
pressed, attempting to see these views 
in terms of the others. The study of 
these three philosophers will also lead 
to a reconsideration of the fun
damental issues about religion’s rela
tion to society, both historical and con
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temporary, that often receive little at
tention in the debates over specific 
problems. Applications are invited 
from teachers and scholars in any field 
where religion and society are studied. 
Some prior work on one of the three 
figures to be studied would be an asset.

The following seminars, listed under 
other disciplinary headings, will be of

interest to teachers and scholars of re
ligious studies:
Anthropology—Herzfeld 
Classics—Bagnall/Cole, Cameron 
English and American Literature—

King, Krupnick 
History—Bisson, Monter 
Philosophy—Bennett, Dworkin, 

French

F90-8
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I n d e x  o f  Se m in a r  D ir e c t o r s

Aarsleff, Hans ..................................  8
Bailey, R o b ert....................................  4
Bagnall, Roger S................................  7
Benardete, S e th ................................  7
Bennett, Jonathan F..........................  25
Bisson, Thomas N.............................. 19
Bitzer, Lloyd F....................................  9
Bober, Phyllis Pray ..........................  6
Bolitho, Harold ................................  20
Calkins, Robert G............................... 5
Cameron, A lan ..................................  8
Chandler, James K............................. 9
Clive, John L.......................................  19
Cole, Susan G...................................... 7
Craig, A lbert......................................  20
Curran, Stuart ..................................  10
Dublin, T h o m as................................  23
Dworkin, Gerald ..............................  25
Floyd, Samuel A. J r ...........................  5
French, Peter A..................................  26
Friedman, Edward ..........................  27
Gaisser, Julia H a ig ............................  6
Gordon, Robert W.............................  28
Hallo, William W................................ 29
Herrero, Javier S................................  17
Herzfeld, Michael ............................  4
Katzman, David M.............................  21
Kim, Jaegw on ....................................  26

King, John N ......................................  11
Krupnick, M a rk ................................  11
Leppert, Richard D...........................  6
Levine, Donald N ............................... 28
Louis, W. R o g er................................  21
Molesworth, C h arles ........................  12
Monter, E. William ..........................  22
Olney, James ....................................  12
Paley, Morton D.................................  13
Patterson, Annabel M.......................  13
Pease, Donald E.................................. 14
Pursell, Carroll W..............................  22
Rigolot, Francois ..............................  17
Roche, Thomas P. J r .........................  14
Santi, Enrico M ario ..........................  18
Schwarz, Daniel R..............................  15
Shapiro, Michael ..............................  18
Sklar, Kathryn Kish ........................ 23
Smith, Houston ................................  30
Stein, Howard ..................................  15
Sundquist, Eric J ................................  16
Vinovskis, Maris A.............................  23
Vlastos, Gregory ..............................  27
Wendorf, Richard ............................  16
Westphal, Merold ............................  30
Wohl, Robert ....................................  24
Young, M. C raw ford........................  29
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