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For ten years the blue and white striped tent 
of the Great Plains Chautauqua has been a fa
miliar sight to communities throughout the 
Midwest. Where the early chautauqua was 
intended to educate the uneducated, today's 
chautauqua instructs and informs the educated. 
(Courtesy of Nebraska Committee for the Humanities)
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Editor's Note
The Taste for Study
Alexis de Tocqueville once observed that because most Americans begin life 
poor and must work to earn a living, "at the age when one might have a 
taste for study, one has not the time; and when time is available, the taste 
has gone." That was 1835. Today, there is ample evidence that, for many 
Americans, the taste for study persists long beyond the end of formal 
schooling.

"The remarkable blossoming of the humanities in the public sphere is one 
of the least noted, though most important, cultural developments of the last 
few decades," writes Lynne V. Cheney in Humanities in America: A Report to 
the President, the Congress, and the American People. Her report cites several ex
amples of increased participation by Americans in humanities programs 
aimed at adult, out-of-school audiences.

In addition to publishing excerpts from that report in "The Parallel 
School," this issue features a range of NEH-supported humanities programs 
designed to whet the growing public appetite for learning—from chautau- 
quas to library reading and discussion groups to seminars and museum ex
hibitions. "Bigtop in a Little Town," by Gary Holthaus, explains why audi
ences in isolated communities in the Midwest and West are eager to travel 
long distances every year to participate in the modern version of the travel
ing chautauqua. Elizabeth Baer describes the origins and growing popularity 
of nationwide library reading and discussion groups in "Feeding the Read
ers' Hunger." In "Socrates in the Marketplace," A.J.R. Russell-Wood outlines 
a role for scholars in public humanities programs—a role that takes them 
from the ivory tower to the public forum and an encounter with adults who 
hunger, not for simple answers, but for serious discussion of complex ques
tions about what it means to be human.

NEH supports public humanities programs directly through projects 
found by the Division of General Programs and Office of Challenge Grants 
and indirectly through projects supported by state humanities councils in 
the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Is
lands. Former NEH staff members Wallace Edgerton, Carole Huxley, and 
Geoffrey Marshall, each of whom played a role in the genesis of state hu
manities programs, give their perspectives on why and how the state pro
grams were implemented in "Going Public with the Humanities." Vermont 
is reaching one audience whose hunger for learning has only recently been 
met. In "For the Love of Reading," Victor Swenson describes Vermont's 
reading and discussion programs for newly literate adults.

Museum exhibitions form a part of the "parallel school" that satisfies a 
taste for study in people of all ages. In "The Land of Norumbega," Robin 
Latham writes about an exhibition and related programs that explore Maine's 
earliest history. "Arkansas Traveler," by Allyson McGill, looks at a museum 
exhibition designed to portray the Arkansas wilderness through the eyes of 
German travel writer Friedrich Gerstacker.

Tocqueville observed an America in which the daily struggle for a live
lihood left its citizens with neither the time nor the taste for study. Times 
have changed. Today, the taste for study is nurtured in many ways, both sol
itary and public, beyond the end of formal education.

—Caroline Taylor
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THE
Parallel 

S chool
IN 1985 the Congress of the 

United States instructed the Na
tional Endowment for the Human
ities to prepare a report every two 
years on the state of the humanities 
in the nation. Humanities in America 
is the first of these reports.

We at NEH decided to organize 
the report according to institutions 
that affect the teaching and learning 
of the humanities in our society: col
leges and universities; television; 
and organizations that bring human
ities education to the general public, 
such as historical societies, libraries, 
museums, and state humanities 
councils. The following excerpts are 
from sections of the report that con
sider organizations that bring the hu
manities to public audiences. A copy 
of the complete report may be ob
tained from the NEH Office of Pub
lications and Public Affairs, 1100 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Wash
ington, D.C. 20506, 202/786-0438.

The State of the Humanities

Opportunities for learning and re
flection have burgeoned in our soci
ety in the past decade or so—and 
there has been enthusiastic response 
to them:

• Twenty-five million people a year 
participate in programs sponsored 
by state humanities councils, organi
zations that since 1971 have encour
aged learning in such disciplines as 
history, literature, and philosophy.

Lynne V. Cheney is Chairman of the Na
tional Endowment for the Humanities.

• Library reading programs that bring 
scholars together with book readers 
are occurring with increasing fre
quency across the nation. In Rut
land, Vermont, in one of the first of 
these programs sponsored by a state 
humanities council, 100 townspeo
ple enrolled in 1978. In 1988 some 
20,000 Vermont citizens will come 
together at locations across the state 
to discuss significant works in the 
humanities.

• Nearly 10,000 historical associations 
exist in this country, and more than 
half of them have been organized in 
the last twenty years.

• Five million people recently watched 
the historical documentary "H uey  
Long," in movie theaters and on 
television.

• In 1970 total spending for admission 
to cultural events was less than half 
that for sports events in the United 
States. In 1986 the total spending to 
attend cultural events exceeded the 
amount spent on spectator sports by 
10 percent.

• The attendance figure for the 1972 
premier season of the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival was 3,000. In 
1986-87, the festival's attendance 
topped 150,000.

• Between 1957 and 1987, attendance 
at the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D .C ., was up by 660 
percent.

• A touring exhibition of Egyptian ar
tifacts, "Ramses II: The Great Pha
raoh and His Time," recently at
tracted 900,000 visitors to the 
Denver Museum of Natural History.

Statistics do not tell the whole sto
ry, of course. It is quite possible to 
attend a museum exhibition and 
learn nothing. It is quite possible to
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"Imagine a democracy prepared by old tradition and 
present culture to enjoy the pleasures of the mind."

— Alexis de Tocqueville
Democracy in America

m m

read a good book without under
standing the ideas that illuminate it. 
But, as those who have observed 
public programs firsthand are quick 
to testify, increasing numbers of 
Americans are learning, are gaining 
the insights that the humanities 
offer. . . .

Cultural institutions like muse
ums, once the province of the few, 
are fast becoming schools for the 
many. Even exhibitions on remote 
topics—late Ming scholarship, the 
history of the city of Caesarea by- 
the-sea—are presented in ways that 
attract general audiences and that 
teach them.

Ten years ago, philosopher 
Charles Frankel suggested that 
when we talk about the place of the 
humanities in American life, we are 
really asking a series of questions:

What images of human possibility 
will American society put before its 
members? What standards will it 
suggest to them as befitting the dig
nity of the human spirit? What de
cent balance among human employ
ments will it exhibit? Will it speak to 
them only of success and celebrity 
and the quick fix that makes them 
happy, or will it find a place for 
grace, elegance, nobility, and a 
sense of connection with the human 
adventure?

In 1988 it is possible to answer that 
our society has made progress in ex
panding images of human possibility 
for its members, in increasing aware
ness of what human excellence can 
mean, in developing insight into the 
past and all it has to tell us of tri
umph and disappointment, of 
choices made and not made and

their consequences. Much remains 
to be done, but the task, in terms of 
the general public, has been well 
begun. . . .

The Public and the Humanities

The remarkable blossoming of the 
humanities in the public sphere is 
one of the least noted, though most 
important, cultural developments of 
the last few decades. It may be that 
the sheer variety of activities has 
kept us from recognizing the phe
nomenon as a whole. Or it may be 
that we have become so accustomed 
to thinking of ourselves—indeed, 
priding ourselves—on being a prac
tical people that we have been slow 
to recognize our interest in what 
Alexis de Tocqueville called "the 
pleasures of the mind."

It is also true that when we evalu
ate our culture, we tend to focus on 
how far we have to go before all 
Americans know as much as they 
should. We are fascinated by surveys 
showing lack of knowledge of the 
U.S Constitution or world geogra
phy, and our interest is a positive 
trait, doubtless a spur to learning. 
But concentrating on what we do not 
know does obscure the fact that mil
lions of adults are anxious to learn; 
indeed, that they are learning every 
day in a multitude of ways. . . .

Learning more about other people 
in other times—connecting with the 
past—is something that many Amer
icans spontaneously join together to 
accomplish. In Shepherdstown,
West Virginia, for example, a group 
has formed to commemorate James 
Rumsey, who successfully sailed his
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Left to right: In West Virginia, panelists dis
cuss oral and family history. Filming a scene 
for Cajun Crossroads about Louisiana's Ca
jun culture. Visitors respond to the Arkansas 
exhibition on black history and culture.

version of a steamboat on the Poto
mac River at Shepherdstown in 1787, 
twenty years before Robert Fulton. 
The "Rumseian Society," as the 
group is known, has been working 
for two years building a scaled down 
replica of Rumsey's steamboat from 
plans laid out in his notebooks. The 
replica has not been perfected yet. In 
a test in July 1988, it moved only 
four to five hundred feet upriver, but 
the Rumseian Society is deter
mined—and learning. "You come to 
have great respect for the skills of 
two hundred years ago," said Dan 
Tokar, a member of the society.
"They had worse materials and in
ferior design, but far superior 
craftsmanship."

Americans on their own are inves
tigating the past, but they also have 
available to them now an array of ed
ucational opportunities that did not 
exist before; and interest in the hu
manities has no doubt been encour
aged by the presence of new ways to 
meet that interest. Opportunities 
range widely—from a nationwide 
public television program on Ameri
can poetry to a Kansas City, Mis
souri, symposium on the sculpture 
of India, from a New York City ex
hibit on the history of women in the 
United States to a Philadelphia exhi
bition on the founding fathers. And 
federal funds have helped make 
such projects possible. Since 1966 
NEH has supported a wide array of 
projects in libraries, museums, and

other cultural institutions, as well as 
radio and television productions.

Beginning in 1971, NEH funding 
was also directed toward state hu
manities councils; and, over the 
years, these organizations have be
come increasingly skilled at bringing 
what Matthew Arnold called "the 
best that has been thought and 
known" to diverse audiences. The 
Vermont Council on the Humanities 
has organized courses in Latin and 
Greek in small towns like Chester 
and Woodstock and developed pro
grams for newly literate adults in 
Bristol and Northfield. The Wyo
ming Council for the Humanities 
sends scholars into that state's rural 
areas to speak on subjects ranging 
from the art of the Plains Indians to 
the construction of the Brooklyn 
Bridge. The humanities council in 
the District of Columbia is organiz
ing reading and discussion groups in 
public housing communities. The 
state council in Alabama brings 
scholars and actors to libraries and 
schools to discuss the plays being 
performed by the Alabama Shake
speare Festival. . . .

Individuals, small businesses, cor
porations, foundations, labor 
unions, churches, civic organizations 
of every kind, and state govern
ments have joined the federal effort 
to make public humanities program
ming possible; and support has 
grown as those programs have be
come more intellectually rigorous, 
more demanding, more enriching— 
indeed, more worthy of support.

There has always been concern 
that public programs would provide 
a watered-down version of the hu
manities, that they would be driven

in this direction by a public less in
terested in real learning than in a 
thin imitation of it. But as those in
volved in public programming have 
discovered, it is difficult to overesti
mate public audiences. Anna Car- 
aveli of the Smithsonian Institution 
said that when she first became in
volved in administering courses that 
the Smithsonian offers to the public, 
she thought "that education would 
be a compromise, that public audi
ences would have to be entertained. 
All my assumptions have been de
bunked one by one," she said. 
"Every attempt I've made to make 
the programs more intellectually rig
orous has resulted in larger enroll
ments." . . .

New skills to promote public 
learning are developing; there are 
new attitudes toward the importance 
of encouraging it; and there is a new 
group of people now involved in cul
tural organizations who are inter
ested in providing humanities pro
gramming that is intellectually 
rigorous. Many of those who re
ceived humanities Ph.D.'s in the 
1960s and 1970s when the academic 
job market was tight, now work in 
public humanities institutions; and 
while they frequently join in efforts 
with academic scholars, they do not 
see themselves merely as brokers, 
bringing the knowledge of others to 
the public. They see themselves as 
scholar-educators—and wish others 
to see them that way also. . . .

The Parallel School
Public programming in the human
ities is now so substantial and exten
sive that it has become a kind of par
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allel school, one that has grown up 
outside established institutions of 
education. Including a wide variety 
of programs and projects—from 
reading groups through exhibitions 
to educational television, the parallel 
school has much to commend it, not 
least of which is its diversity. There 
are projects in Western culture and 
programs focusing on the way West
ern culture has evolved in the 
United States. There are projects in 
non-Western history and in the ways 
different cultures have interacted. 
The humanities council in Oregon, 
for example, recently helped fund a 
conference on Islam and Judaism.

Public programming in the hu
manities is seldom subject to a cur
riculum. Indeed, it is almost impos
sible for it to be, given the variety of 
institutions and people involved.
The unrestrained diversity that is 
one of its greatest attributes is also a 
reason why the parallel school is not 
an alternative school. The parallel 
school cannot provide the coherent 
plan of study, the overarching vision 
of connectedness, that our schools 
and colleges can. All too often, 
schools and colleges fail to provide 
that vision, but it is in them that the 
potential for it exists.

The parallel school cannot fully 
succeed in its work without the help 
of the academy; and yet, in trying to 
engage faculty members from some 
academic institutions, state councils 
and other groups often find them
selves frustrated by a research- 
oriented culture that does not value 
what they do. Young scholars hop
ing for tenure are particularly reluc
tant to become involved in public 
programming, not merely because it

will take time that could be devoted 
to research and publication, but be
cause it is not regarded by academic 
peers as activity that is sufficiently 
scholarly. Observed historian Jere 
Bacharach of the University of Wash
ington, "When I first got involved 
with public television and museum 
work, I was basically told, 'You're 
putting your career in jeopardy.'"
. . . When work in public human
ities projects is recognized, it is 
sometimes credited against "public 
service," a category that may count 
for little in tenure, promotion, and 
salary decisions. . . .

Important to changing these atti
tudes—and the tenure and promo
tion practices that reflect them—is 
recognition that public humanities 
has evolved into an intellectually rig
orous pursuit. Scholarly journals 
ought to review public projects—as 
The Journal of American History has re
cently begun to do with museum ex
hibitions. Scholarly organizations 
ought to recognize and work with 
those who provide public 
programming. . . .

By emphasizing good teaching 
and by rewarding it with enthusi
astic audiences, the parallel school 
can give strength to the academy 
from which much of its strength is 
drawn. . . .

Recommendations
. . .  In a democratic society, the hu
manities—those areas of study that 
bring us the deeds and thoughts of 
other times—should be part of every 
life. The recommendations of this re
port are made with that end in 
mind. In the spirit of Tocqueville, 
they recognize that there are con-

Left to right: District of Columbia school
children listen to Russian folktales. Arizona 
youngsters help excavate Elden Pueblo near 
Flagstaff, under the direction of professional 
archaeologists. An Ohio historian leads a dis
cussion about Oriental art.

cerns to be met as well as great 
strengths on which we can build. . .
• Museums, libraries, educational 

television, state humanities coun
cils, and historical organizations 
now provide such extensive educa
tion in the humanities that they 
form a kind of parallel school. The 
achievements of the groups that 
comprise this school should be rec
ognized; their efforts to reach cit
izens who have not in the past par
ticipated in educational programs 
should be encouraged by all who 
support this work.

• The parallel school not only draws 
strength from our colleges and uni
versities, it has strengths to offer as 
well. Institutions of higher educa
tion should work more closely with 
other cultural organizations and re
ward academic scholars who help 
provide high-quality programs for 
general audiences.

• Millions of adult Americans, 
through their participation in public 
programs, have come to affirm the 
importance of the humanities. They 
can be a force for change. These cit
izens should become more actively 
engaged in efforts to support sub
stantive and coherent humanities 
education in our schools and colleges. . .

Ultimately, if learning increases, it 
will be because individuals, associat
ing freely, join in commitment to the 
goal. So it is, as Tocqueville thought, 
that in a great democracy, feelings 
and ideas will be renewed, sympa
thies will be enlarged, and the life of 
the mind will thrive. ^
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BIGTOP
IN A LITTLE TOWN
BY GARY H. HOLTHAUS

A S YOU APPROACH Epping, North Dakota, on the county road, the 
grain elevators that reflect the rays of the setting sun look like the tow

ers of some gothic cathedral on the plains of France. So too do the grain ele
vators of nine hundred other small towns on the central high plains from 
Kansas to Wyoming to the Canadian border. Epping is a town of less than 
one hundred residents. There may not appear to be much to distinguish it. 
The post office, the "GEN'L MERCHANDISE" store, the squat clapboard 
Protestant church, and the square brick school are all what one would expect 
of such a modest place.

Alliance, Nebraska, laid out like hundreds of other Midwest towns in the 
square plats of western European surveyors, boasts a population of about 
10,000, more than 2,000 of whom work for the Burlington Northern Rail
road. Then there is Topeka, Kansas, a state capital, home of political rhet
oric, a municipal university, and a population that includes scholars, farm
ers, Zen priests, and staunch Chamber of Commerce businessmen.

These three towns are different from each other but not so different from 
hundreds of other modest cities sprinkled around the Midwest. Each of the 
three has something in common with the others, something that makes 
them distinctive from most other communities sprinkled over the central 
and high plains. Epping, Alliance, and Topeka have been transformed, tem
porarily at least, by a humanities program called chautauqua.

In 1986 Epping became the site of an intellectual event that drew a popula
tion four times its normal size. In 1987 Alliance, a town divided by labor and 
political tensions and reeling from three recent mayoral recalls, discovered

Gary H. Holthaus is executive director of the Alaska Humanities Forum.

The logo of the Great Plains Chautauqua 
Society of Bismarck, North Dakota. 
Design by Lili Stewart-Wheeler

8



Clockwise from left: Scholar George Frein 
portrays Henry Adams. Clay Jenkinson 
glances over his notes before appearing as 
Thomas Jefferson. Scholars in the personae of 
Meriwether Lewis, Pierre Jean DeSmet, Eliz
abeth Custer, and Robert Louis Stevenson.

that folks could really talk to each other again in ways that had seemed be
yond their capacity. For them chautauqua was a healing process as well as a 
stimulating intellectual exercise. Even in a town the size of Topeka, the chau
tauqua has brought people together in ways that have regenerated communi
ty support.

Audiences for these activities are drawn from the farms and ranches, the
oil patch, small businesses, and academia. Folks drive, some as far as sixty 
miles, through the early evening dusk over the rolling prairie to Epping. 
There they congregate under the protection of a blue and white circus big- 
top. Parents in Alliance hustle home from work, feed the children, and drive 
or walk to find a place in that same tent, brought to them from Epping in a 
semi-truck driven by a graduate student from California.

The engine behind these transformations is the humanities—not a spoon
fed, watered-down humanities, a thin gruel fit for "nonacademic7' folks who 
are not sophisticated enough to understand the hearty stuff. The language is 
not the secondary source language of academic journals nor of the upper di
vision classroom, but the historic language of primary sources. Under the 
high tent, Thomas Jefferson, Elizabeth Custer, Father Pierre DeSmet, Abigail 
Adams, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, or similar historic figures present them
selves and their thoughts to public scrutiny. After their speeches, they ex
change ideas in a lively dialogue with their listeners. Citizens who partici
pate in the chautauqua put scholars to the test with their questions and 
comments, which are knowledgeable, occasionally sharp, and often as per
ceptive as in a graduate seminar.

In each community, other chautauqua events take place in the local public 
library or in the school where scholars put on additional programs in the 
mornings and afternoons of each day. They aim some of these programs at 
young people, others at adults who have specific interests in one historic fig
ure or another. Perhaps most significantly, chautauqua spills over to the cof
fee shops and restaurants where people talk about what they saw or heard 
the night before under the tent or in the library yesterday afternoon.

T he morning after a chautauqua presentation, the local businessmen 
gather at what seems to be their traditional watering hole in a restaurant 

in Williston, a town about fifteen miles from Epping. They talk over the pre
sentation by Clay Jenkinson, a scholar who has traced the route of Meri
wether Lewis from St. Louis to Fort Clatsop on the Pacific.

"You go to the meeting last night?" one of the men begins, and no one 
asks if he means school board, Chamber of Commerce, town council, or 
church. Everyone knows he is talking chautauqua. All but one had been in 
attendance, and that one is left out of the rest of the conversation as the oth
ers get into a heated exchange over the presentation and the questions that 
were asked afterwards.
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The modern chautauqua has roots in the orig
inal chautauqua movement, begun in 1874 on 
the shore of Chautauqua Lake in southwestern 
New York. By 1905, circuit chautauquas, 
each comprised of a group of speakers and per
formers accompanied by a huge canvas tent to 
house the activities and audiences, were tra
versing the country with programs that com
bined entertainment and adult education. In 
the mid-1920s, these itinerant companies 
reached almost 30 million people each sum
mer in 12,000 rural and urban communities. 
Yet by the end of the decade, circuit chautau
quas were virtually extinct, prey to their low
ering of programming standards at the ex
pense of educational challenge and to the 
popular new diversions of radio, film, and the 
automobile.

Today, chautauqua oratory continues to ig
nite thoughtful public discussion and debate 
of historical and current issues. In addition to 
the original New York Chautauqua, tent 
chautauquas have reappeared along the by
ways of midwestern and western America, 
prompted by the increased public interest in 
history surrounding the 1976 bicentennial. 
Spearheading this rei'ival was the Great 
Plains Chautauqua, created in North Dakota 
in 1976 and administered by the Chautauqua 
Society, Inc., located in Bismarck. Supported 
by the state humanities councils of North Da
kota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas 
with supplemental NEH funding, the Great 
Plains Chautauqua took its scholars-in- 
residence program, "Visions of America," to 
citizens of these four states in the summer of 
1988 and will do so again next summer.

—James S. Turner

Clay Jenkinson portrays explorer Meriwether 
Lewis, the first American to reach the Pacific 
Ocean by land.

Dressed in the buckskins of the western explorer, Jenkinson talked about 
his travels through the region, combining many actual quotations from 
Lewis's journals with material from other historic sources. Following the lec
ture, questions were addressed to Jenkinson-as-Lewis as if he could assess 
the current scene as well as the historic one. How did he feel about the de
cline of Indian life and culture, he was asked. "It is clear," he replied, "that 
something had to give way." He admitted coming to a grudging respect for 
the Indian. Because he sensed the doom they faced from the beginning con
tact, he felt it was tragic although he was not willing to "fasten blame en
tirely on scoundrelly whites," as some now do. "Rather," he went on, "it 
was a combination of historic forces and events, the movements of genuine 
heroes and scoundrels too, on both sides, that brought things to such a 
sorry pass."

Each evening session is divided into four parts. Local musicians provide 
entertainment while folks drift in, get coffee, greet each other, and visit a bit. 
Then a lecture is presented as if a historical figure were actually present. 
After addressing questions to the scholar in his historical role, a second peri
od of questions offers a chance for participants to address the contemporary 
scholar. Questions raised include what books were read or how long it took 
to prepare for the presentation, as well as more precise requests for scholarly 
sources for certain information. In preparation for his role, Jenkinson hiked 
the entire 600-mile course of the Little Missouri River.

J
ohn Whalen, executive director of the South Dakota Committee on the 
Humanities, explains why he is so enthusiastic about chautauqua: "Sum
mer has traditionally been a slow time for us, but chautauqua fits in nicely. It 

ties into our tourism, which enables us to reach a larger audience, and it fits 
agriculture too." He points out that the great tent show also attracts "such a 
nice, diversified audience, from fifth grade to senior citizens. Best of all," he 
concludes, "it really gets people reading books."

Molly Fisher, chautauqua coordinator for Nebraska, notes the distinctive 
flavor of each community: "Fullerton, a town of about 1,500 people, just to
tally embraced chautauqua. . . . They all pulled together to make it work. 
Genoa has a historic chautauqua site, so that is a real community celebra
tion. . . .  In Alliance, there were community book discussions for two weeks 
before chautauqua, and despite the labor-management tensions there, peo
ple really addressed each other in ways they hadn't been able to before."

Other states have developed their own style of chautauqua programs by 
modifying the original model to fit their own needs. For six years, the 
Oregon Committee for the Humanities ran a summer series of presentations
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The style of dress has changed, but the audi
ence for chautauquas remains similar to what 
is depicted in this "Sketch of a Chautauqua 
Circuit Audience" of July 28, 1913.

Chautauqua provides an opportunity for fam
ilies from scattered rural communities to 
gather together and discuss humanities topics 
generated by the scholars' presentations.

under the theme "Cultural Encounters." In 1987 the committee reached 
twenty-one communities with thirty-seven presentations. People respond 
strongly to the program, notes Dick Lewis, the committee's executive direc
tor. "Their response is basically that of people a hundred years ago who 
camped at the chautauqua bigtop sites and went to hear and see the speak
ers and performers. They like the experience of learning, and they appreci
ate a good show."

Alanna Preussner of the Kansas Committee for the Humanities says, 
"People go all out to make chautauqua a special time. They host receptions, 
ice cream socials, tours of historic houses, and all kinds of informal get-to- 
gethers." The Kansas Chautauqua offers a range of satellite programs aimed 
at elementary and secondary school teachers. A 1988 satellite offering,
"Black Rhetoric in Antebellum America," compared the rhetoric of Frederick 
Douglass and Charles Lenox Remod with the more revolutionary oratory of 
Highland Garland and Nat Turner.

Overall, the chautauqua program uniquely fulfills the mission of state hu
manities programs. It involves, often intensely, public participation in dia
logue with scholars in the humanities; it certainly increases the public's 
awareness of the humanities and their valuable role in our public life; and it 
contributes to public understanding of the nature of the humanities, the 
scholarly methods employed in their study, and the value of scholarship for 
contemporary life.

A s you leave Epping's bigtop, you follow a long line of red taillights ris
ing and falling over the county road. A few turn off, one here to the 

north, another there to the south, to follow a gravel lane to some unseen 
ranch hidden in the wheat strips. The western quadrant of the sky is still a 
red-orange glow, light blue above, an evening star, and everything lower set
tling quickly into darkness. A few yard lights come on and, as we crest a 
ridge, the lights of Williston, ten miles to the south, come into view.

From the ranches and from the town, folks have come long distances to 
share in a community of inquiry, to discover again the pleasure of learning 
and the stimulation of ideas, discussed, debated, and mulled over during the 
drive home. Tomorrow, they'll reopen the debate at the local coffee shop and 
general store, and in the weeks that follow, they'll read a few books on the 
subject; for these are questions that have no simple answers. And next time 
the bigtop comes to a small town, they'll put aside other concerns to once 
again make the long drive to chautauqua.

In 1987, the Chautauqua Society, Inc., received $201,050 in outright funds and 
$118,400 in gifts and matching funds for "Visions of America: Summer Scholars-in- 
Residence," from the Public Humanities Projects Program of the Division of General 
Programs.
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The Scholar's Role 
in Public Humanities 
ProgramsSOCRATES

in the Marketplace
BY A.J.R. RUSSELL-WOOD

W HY WOULD SCHOLARS 
leave the home turf of class

room or campus for the unknown? 
Why would they relinquish a class
room for a firehouse, lecture notes 
and lectern for freestanding speak
ing, preaching to (or against) an au
dience for dialogue? Why would 
they exchange the time frame of a 
semester for an evening, and a cap
tive audience for a voluntary one?
For those scholars who seek new 
platforms for their ideas, who are 
imbued with curiosity about new au
diences, and who possess the self- 
confidence to handle these chal
lenges, there are rewards as circuit- 
riders for the humanities.

One role of the scholar in public 
programs is to remove the veil, real 
or perceived, that may make the hu
manities remote from everyday life. 
This may involve the simple lesson 
that the term humanities is no more 
than an umbrella under which fall 
the familiar disciplines of history, lit
erature, philosophy, and so forth. 
The scholar's role is to instill in the 
public both an awareness that to 
study the humanities is to study the 
human experience across time and 
space and a realization that we are 
but a point on a human continuum 
reaching from the past to the future.

The role of scholars in public pro
grams is to identify, to concep
tualize, to formulate the process of 
inquiry and then to implement. If 
trust derived from equal partnership 
is to be achieved, at all stages the 
scholar must be a guide and not a 
magister, a partner and not an egg
head, a team player and not an indi-

A.J.R. Russell-Wood is chairman of the 
Department of History at Johns Hopkins 
University and was a member of the 
Maryland Humanities Council from  
1977 to 1983.

vidualist. Scholars are often asked to 
bring focus to what is but a gleam in 
the eye of a community group.
These scholars must identify the is
sue, then they must guide their part
ners in its conceptualization, draw
ing on experience within their own 
and related disciplines, expanding or 
contracting an approach that threat
ens to be either too narrow or too 
all-embracing. The scholars' experi
ences may lead them to open up 
new avenues of inquiry, see ramifica
tions, or establish associations not 
conceived of by the public group. 
Scholars must also share with their 
partners the step-by-step process of 
humanistic inquiry that is honest, 
rigorous, analytical, and critical.

What are the essential qualities for 
a scholar's success in public pro
grams? Let me list the prime criteria:

• a sense of adventure
• openness to challenge
• intellectual curiosity unfettered by 

disciplinary or methodological 
constraints

• modesty born of recognition of 
personal limitations

• interest in people
• a sense of humor
• total conviction of the importance 

of the study of the humanities as 
providing greater understanding 
of the human condition and that 
this is a message worth commu
nicating to the public.

Beyond such personal attributes are
professional skills:

• the ability to communicate ideas 
and concepts in a language free of 
jargon and specialist terminology

• the capability of providing suffi
cient context so that persons who 
lack formal or specialized training 
in a discipline may participate in 
the exchange of ideas without 
sense of inferiority or insecurity

• the capacity to share with and to 
engage others in confronting 
problems and to make them feel 
they are participants in the 
process.

History professor Calvin Bellamy conducts a seminar about the U.S. Constitution for a group of 
senior citizens in Hammond, Indiana.
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What does the public learn from 
working with a scholar? In the most 
fundamental way, such collaboration 
may be the first time members of the 
public have direct contact with the 
professoriate. Study of the human
ities is not the panacea for all evils 
nor the Book of Revelation but, by 
critical examination of options and 
choices or by reformulating a ques
tion in a different framework, deci
sion making may be improved and 
the quality of life enhanced.

For scholars, participation in pub
lic programs is also a learning expe
rience. At the most personal level, 
they may recapture or enjoy a re
birth of that intellectual curiosity that 
first led them to the academy and 
that has been blunted by a number 
of demands. These may include the 
bureaucracy of higher education, 
professional socialization, mecha
nistic demands on time, and profes
sional or peer pressure. Scholars 
may see in public programs the op
portunity to try out new ideas on a 
different audience and to phrase

these in more general terms than in 
the ever-narrowing scope of inquiry 
fostered by research. There is also 
the potential to incorporate local ma
terials into teaching.

Scholars can be stimulated by in
teracting with a public and the "real 
world," by putting theoretical hy
potheses to the test in the market
place, by rephrasing lines of inquiry 
as the result of participation in pub
lic programs, and by more informed 
understanding of local and regional 
concerns. Scholars are often sur
prised to learn that the American 
public can handle recondite topics in 
a sophisticated manner and, further
more, that there is no incompatibility 
between intellectual integrity and 
public programs. No compromising 
or "watering down" is necessary, for 
the public is as unforgiving of sloppy 
thought as is the academy.

Such participation opens up new 
contacts beyond the scholar's own 
institution and beyond the academy. 
These contacts, in turn, enhance the 
scholar's sensitivity to the interplay

of legislative, corporate, educational, 
historical, and other entities and in
troduce the scholar to other tech
niques and media for dissemination 
of ideas or information.

Participation by individual schol
ars in public programs underlines 
forcibly what has hitherto been a 
missed opportunity: the establish
ment of cross-institutional, cross- 
generational, nationwide collabora
tive working relationships between 
representatives of universities and 
colleges, professional scholarly asso
ciations, cultural institutions such as 
museums and libraries, public and 
private schools, and state humanities 
councils. Socrates was not alone in 
the marketplace. ^

Clockwise: John Hope Franklin, the 
1976 Jefferson Lecturer in the Hu
manities, autographs books after 
giving a lecture about Afro-Ameri
can history in Chicago. English 
professor Orval Van Deest finds the 
perfect spot to be photographed for 
his role in a South Dakota chautau
qua. Amateur archaeologists, work
ing under the direction of David 
Stothers, conduct a dig at the Ohio 
ghost town of Snaketown. Micro
biology professor David Smith leads 
a discussion with Delaware high 
school students about ethical issues 
in biomedical technology.
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G O IN G  PUBLIC
with the Humanities

BY CAROLINE TAYLOR

S INCE 1966 NEH has provided 
support to individuals and in

stitutions for programs that bring the 
insights of the humanities to public 
audiences. With the exception of 
film, radio, and television programs 
broadcast to a national audience, 
public programs involving museum 
exhibitions, chautauquas, lecture se
ries, and library discussion groups 
reach audiences only in locations 
where these programs are offered.

In the summer of 1970, in re
sponse to congressional concerns 
that federal support of the human
ities should reach a broader public, 
NEH began to explore ways to initi
ate humanities programs aimed at 
adult out-of-school audiences in each 
of the fifty states. What began in 
1971 as a three-part experiment with 
six states has burgeoned into a full- 
fledged program' today with state

Caroline Taylor is the editor of 
Humanities.

humanities councils in all fifty states, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Those engaged in early efforts to 
turn the idea of extending NEH's 
public outreach into the reality of • 
statewide humanities programs 
faced a number of problems. One 
was how programs could be devel
oped for public audiences in the 
states if the term humanities meant 
different things to different people. 
For a vast majority of adult Ameri
cans, no vocabulary exists to define 
or to lend coherence to the disci
plines of the humanities. Although 
there is a commonly held under
standing of what the arts encom
pass, no such understanding exists 
for the humanities (see NEH defini
tion opposite.)

Unlike the arts, the humanities 
cannot be performed. In fact, en
gagement with the humanities most 
often tends to be an individual pur
suit that involves reading, thinking, 
or writing. "It is nearly impossible tc

The Humanities

In the act that established the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the term humanities 
includes, but is not limited to, the 
study of the following disciplines: 
history; philosophy; languages; 
linguistics; literature; archaeology; 
jurisprudence; the history, theory, 
and criticism of the arts; ethics; 
comparative religion; and those 
aspects of the social sciences that 
employ historical or philosophical 
approaches.

Senior citizens in Michigan share their photograph albums and memories with elementary school children in "HISTOP: History Sharing Throuj 
Our Photographs." To do their own family histories, the children will interview grandparents and older relatives.
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engage an audience in history or lit
erature or philosophy/' says Geof
frey Marshall, associate provost for 
academic affairs for the Graduate 
School and University Center,
CUNY, and former deputy chairman 
of NEH. "One can watch a play in 
which a moment of history is recre
ated, but to read a history book or to 
consider history afresh requires a 
kind of engagement that is not de
manded by a performance in the 
arts," adds Marshall, who was also 
an early member of the Oklahoma 
Foundation for the Humanities.

In 1972 John Barcroft, who was di
rector of the NEH Division of Public 
Programs, outlined the problem:

No one in the country quite knows 
what a public program in the hu
manities is, nor do they know what 
kinds of resources they need to 
draw upon in order to mount one.
A fundamental problem of NEH in 
all public program areas is therefore 
(a) to involve academic humanists 
in a thoughtful consideration of 
how they can be effective in the 
public program area; (b) to find 
ways to raise the priority which in
stitutions accord to public programs 
in the humanities; (c) to mount pro
grams which are continuous rather 
than one-shot, and which have 
cumulative impact rather than sim
ply passing across the scene and 
fading into the sunset; and (d) to 
create structures which can serve as 
the focus for discussion, analysis, 
and implementation of strong, con
tinuing public humanities programs.

The central challenge of bringing 
focused and coherent humanities 
programs to an adult audience rest
ed not only on defining the human
ities but on creating the vocabulary 
by which one humanities discipline 
could be seen as relating to another. 
Marshall explains: "You could not ex
pect the public to go to an activity 
one night which has at its core phi
losophy and discuss some major is
sue like justice and four months later 
go to a historical presentation on the 
events in a war, for example, and see 
them as somehow related as disci
plines of the humanities."

Another challenge facing the state 
programs in their infancy lay in 
demonstrating the role that the hu
manities could play in the public dia
logue of adults who were not a part 
of the formal educational system 
through programs that met the same 
high standards of quality that the

Endowment demands of all gran
tees. Programs were expected to en
gage the public in ways that encour
aged them to recognize the role that 
history, literature, and other human
ities disciplines actually play in peo
ple's lives.

To lend coherence to the statewide 
effort, projects were initially struc
tured around a specific theme. In ad
dition, the early programs were re
stricted in their focus to the role of 
the humanities in public policy. Wal
lace Edgerton, NEH deputy chair
man at the time, recalls the reasons 
for this restricted focus: "In the con
text of what was happening on the 
American campus and in American 
society at that time, we hoped the 
states would be responsive to some 
of the issues on which the human
ities could cast some light and some 
insight. We were concerned to dem
onstrate that these programs could 
play an important role by giving 
people the opportunity for more 
thoughtful assessment of issues af
fecting their lives individually and 
within the community."

To try this new approach, the En
dowment used three different mod
els in the six experimental state pro
grams: It made grants for humanities 
programs to university continuing 
education programs in Georgia and 
Missouri; it invited state arts coun
cils in Maine and Oklahoma to 
create a program for the humanities 
within their existing structure; and it 
asked ad hoc committees of citizens 
in Oregon and Wyoming to form to
gether solely to provide public hu
manities programs in their states.

"Those six councils that had just 
begun operation needed help," says 
Carole Huxley, deputy commis
sioner for cultural education for the 
state of New York and a former dep
uty director of the Division of State 
Programs. "John Barcroft was the 
key. He would bring in this little 
band of people who had no idea 
why NEH wanted them or what 
they were being asked to do, and 
he'd keep them in a room for two 
days and wouldn't let them out until 
they had a detailed plan of what 
they were going to do."

As the program expanded 
throughout 1970 and 1971, Barcroft 
invited small groups of people from 
each state to come to Washington 
and discuss how to formulate public 
humanities programs in their states.

We sponsored a 
reading discussion 
program in Challis, a 
town of 750 inhabitants 
that is 150 miles from 
the nearest town of 
25,000 and cut off by 
7,000-foot mountain 
passes. Although these 
are isolated people, 
forty of them came out 
one night in a terrible 
blizzard to discuss 
literature.

Susan H. Swetnam 
Associate professor of English 
and member,
Idaho Humanities Council

Robert Bray 
Professor of English 
and member,
Illinois Humanities Council

This Massachusetts conference for local gov
ernment leaders featured a recreation of an 
1830s selectmen's meeting.

We have thought and 
planned together, spun 
dreams of the humanities' 
making a difference in 
the public life of our state, 
and tried to weave the 
stuff of dreams first into a 
durable fabric, then a 
handsome garment—one 
that will be stylish and 
serviceable in a classic 
sort of way.
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"We'd spend a few days in a confer
ence room talking about the pros
pects for effective organization, ex
plaining the ground rules as we saw 
them at the time," Edgerton recalls.

The most successful model turned 
out to be the councils created within 
the state for the sole purpose of car
rying out humanities programs. 
"These had fewer administrative 
complications," says Marshall.
"They also had more flexibility be
cause the people weren't bound to 
institutional patterns of one sort or 
another, and there was a kind of 
built-in enthusiasm because no one 
was participating except those who 
chose to do so in the first place."

"The arts councils were formed to 
deal with the arts," Huxley explains, 
"and people never really know what 
the humanities are anyway—they 
tend to throw them in with the 
arts—so we could see a focus pri
marily on the arts. Secondly, the arts 
councils had no real connection with 
the scholars and professionals in 
higher education that were essential 
to the integrity of humanities pro
grams for the public."

Both the original and present leg
islation governing state humanities 
programs require that the state hu

manities councils draw their mem
bership from various groups within 
the state, "including individuals 
who by reason of their achievement, 
scholarship, or creativity in the hu
manities, are especially qualified to 
serve." Those serving on state coun
cils continue to be drawn from three 
sources. "We tried to be sure that we 
had people from across the state," 
says Huxley, "people with solid hu
manities credentials, people who 
had the capacity as administrators to 
make things happen, and public cit
izens who could give credibility in 
the public."

"One of the things required from 
the beginning in the state programs 
was the presence of a professional in 
the humanities," Marshall points 
out. "Even though the humanities 
are a part of people's lives, there is, 
nevertheless, a difference between 
someone fully trained in these disci
plines and someone whose knowl
edge comes through life experiences 
and courses in school.

"The best approach was to give 
people good ideas, good people to 
interact with—to give them an un
derstanding of the role ideas have in 
their lives and also to provoke or 
challenge or entice people into fur-

Let Me Tell You Where I've Been, a publication of oral histories by seven Vietnam veterans from Massachusetts with photographs by Janice Rogovin, was sup
ported by the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities and Public Policy.

The documentary Good Man in the 
Woods, about life on M ichigan’s Upper Pen
insula, was produced and directed by Michi
gan sociology professor Michael Loukinen.

Stanley N. Katz 
President,
American Council of Learned 
Societies and member, New York Council 
for the Humanities

I find it enjoyable and 
rewarding to get to know 
those who are not aca
demics who value the 
same sorts of concerns I 
do. I have never thought 
of working on public 
humanities committees 
as anyfhing other than 

■ a privilege and a pleasure
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ther study of the humanities."
During the early years, NEH did 

not provide direct support for proj
ects in the states. Rather, grants of 
$100,000 were awarded to each par
ticipating state with the expectation 
that the state councils would serve 
primarily as catalysts in a transaction 
that took place between the public in 
that state and the humanities. "NEH 
did not make grants for these proj
ects, and we certainly didn't put 
them on ourselves—and neither did 
the state councils," says Marshall.
"In other words, the state council 
couldn't take its own program mon
ey and put on a program; it had to 
regrant those monies. Why? Because 
its role was as a catalyst, a facilitator 
between the public audience or par
ticipants on the one hand and the 
humanities—whether a scholar giv
ing a lecture or a library reading and 
discussion program—on the other."

In 1976 three key changes were 
made in the legislation governing 
state humanities programs: (1) The 
state humanities councils were rec
ognized and mandated by law; (2) 
the state councils were given autho
rization to fund any type of project 
that NEH itself could support; and 
(3) Congress for the first time di

rected that a minimum of 20 percent 
of the NEH program budget be allo
cated among the state humanities 
councils.

W hat are the results of eighteen 
years of humanities programs 

in the states? Have they reached a 
broader public audience? "The ques
tion of evaluating the success of pub
lic humanities programs is one that 
haunts the humanities from top to 
bottom," says Marshall. "It is charac
teristic of these humanities programs 
that they involve participation. You 
can't be passive, yet the characteris
tic humanistic activity is almost en
tirely solitary—the process of read
ing and thinking—so it's hard to get 
a demonstrable measure of success."

"There are a lot of humanities ac
tivities for the public that weren't 
there before," Huxley points out. 
"The NEH state programs have en
couraged other institutions like uni
versities and museums to sponsor 
their own public programs in the 
humanities."

Although it is possible to measure 
an increase in circulation of library 
books on a certain subject after li
braries in a state have sponsored a 
film or lecture series on that topic,

"At one point, I had a whimsical notion about a subway card or bill
board advertising campaign that would illustrate how the humanities 
are involved in people's lives." —Geoffrey Marshall.
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Volunteering gave me a unique oppor- | 
tunity to help make the humanities part 
and parcel of human fulfillment at the 
grass-roots level of society rather than 
tending them as fragile flowers in 
border beds.

Henry H.H. Remak
Director of Indiana University's Institute 
for Advanced Study and member, 
Indiana Committee for the Humanities

says Marshall, "a harder thing to 
measure is the profundity of these 
activities and how lasting is the ef
fect. Will someone be influenced or 
provoked by or interested in the hu
manities to the extent that they ex
plore these issues on their own 
subsequently?"

"Those of us who have enjoyed 
the advantages of a good liberal arts 
education will probably pursue read
ing and discussion in the humanities 
anyway because this activity informs 
and enriches our lives," says Huxley. 
"But for many people in this coun
try, those doors have just never been 
opened. The biggest contribution of 
state humanities programs has been 
and continues to be opening those 
doors and making accessible to peo
ple who wouldn't otherwise have 
the opportunity 'the best that has 
been thought and known.'"



FEEDING the
READERS' HUNGER
BY ELIZABETH R. BAER

T WAS NOT ONLY dark and 
stormy, but thirty degrees below 

zero in Vermont that night. I drove 
an hour north from my home to a 
small town called Wells River. When 
I arrived at the library, a converted 
storefront in the center of town, the 
woodstove was humming, and so 
was the audience. I was scheduled to 
give a forty-minute talk on Jean 
Rhys's novel, Wide Sargasso Sea, a fic
tional biography of Bertha, the "mad 
woman in the attic" in Jane Eyre. My 
lecture was part of a series of five 
held over a ten-week period at the li
brary. The audience had read the 
book in preparation for both the lec
ture and the discussion that fol
lowed, which was moderated by a 
discussion leader. My lectern turned 
out to be a shoe salesperson's 
slanted stool set upon a cardtable.

I launched into the lecture on this 
difficult novel, very much predicated 
on Bronte's long novel and narrated 
by three voices. The discussion re
minded me again of why I loved to 
serve as a scholar in these programs. 
Talk ranged from analysis of the text 
to insights gained from Rhys about 
personal lives.

Finally, a woman at least seventy 
years of age rose to take issue with 
the interpretation I had set forth in 
the lecture. "Right here on page 87," 
she began, in a voice tremulous with 
excitement, "are examples that show 
Rochester to be more human than 
you have depicted him." I could see 
that her copy of the novel was dog
eared and underlined in several col
ors of ink. If only my freshmen

Elizabeth R. Baer is provost and pro
fessor of English at Washington College 
in Maryland and a member of the Mary
land Humanities Council.

cared this much about their reading! 
At the conclusion of the discussion, I 
had some new ideas about Jean 
Rhys, and these have affected my 
subsequent scholarship. I learned, 
for example, to be more subtle in my 
analysis of point of view.

Reading and discussion programs 
of this nature began just a decade 
ago around a kitchen table in 
Rutland, Vermont, across the state 
from Wells River. Pat Bates, then 
program coordinator at the Rutland 
Free Library and currently project 
director for the Howard County Li
brary in Maryland, was a newcomer 
to Vermont. She had experienced the 
frustration of reading a good book 
and having no one with whom to 
discuss it, of saying to a friend in the 
grocery store, "I just read Toni Mor
rison's Sula, and it's fantastic" and 
drawing a complete blank.

Beginning with a reading group in 
her home, Bates experimented with 
various formats before hitting on the 
one that now has been successfully 
replicated in almost all fifty states 
and more than 1,000 libraries. Her 
goal was to establish a context in 
which a number of adults could all 
read the same book and later gather 
to discuss it. To enhance the discus
sion, Bates introduced the concept of 
opening each session with a lecture 
by a humanities scholar.

This scholarly component is the 
major distinction between reading 
and discussion programs and other 
reading projects like the Great Books 
program. The scholar'a role is not to 
provide a tidy analysis of the text, 
not to deliver "the answers," but 
rather to enrich discussion with bio
graphical information on the author, 
with contextual perspectives from 
the literary tradition or historical era, 
and to be a catalyst for discussion by

raising provocative questions about 
the text.

Bates's early programs, supported 
by the Vermont Council on the Hu
manities, focused on women's liter
ature. They soon drew standing- 
room-only crowds. Bates recalls driv
ing around Rutland and taking 
down posters announcing the event 
because the library could hold no 
more chairs. Adult programming in 
libraries had never drawn crowds 
like this, and before long, librarians 
around the state were clamoring for 
the programs. Within two years, Bates 
received NEH support to expand the 
number of reading and discussion 
programs offered in Vermont.

I frequently served as a scholar for 
Bates. I spoke about humanities 
texts—works by Charlotte Bronte, 
Mary Wilkins Freeman, Margaret At
wood, Toni Morrison—to eager audi
ences in small libraries, community 
centers, and even churches. I "got 
hooked" on teaching this way be
cause the audiences were hungry— 
the very best metaphor—for the 
scholar's information and even hun
grier for the human interaction 
around a text.

These audiences were diverse: ad
olescents and octogenarians, people 
with high school degrees, people 
with Ph.D.'s, individuals from all 
classes and careers. Each had experi
enced the human need for a story. 
Yet they had not had their needs sat
isfied by the often empty calories of 
television. Hence, the intensity of 
the woman in Wells River who re-

Brochures for the "Let's Talk About It'' pro
gram depict themes that are both far-reaching 
and entertaining as a means of encouraging 
public participation in scholar-led reading and 
discussion programs on literature and ideas.
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acted strongly to Wide Sargasso Sea 
and needed help digesting the 
novel. What more could a teacher- 
scholar ask than for "students" who 
are well prepared, eager to talk, will
ing to argue, and replete with a 
wealth of life experience?

So addicted to these lectures had I 
become that I brought the format to 
Virginia when my career took me to 
Sweet Briar College in 1981. There 
Robert Vaughan and Priscilla Little at 
the Virginia Foundation for the Hu
manities and Public Policy set up 
meetings with librarians. We began 
reading and discussion programs 
with a series called "Southern Wom
en: Myth and Reality." Again, the pro
grams drew the largest audiences for 
adult programming that libraries in 
the commonwealth had ever seen. In 
one community, participation was so 
great that the books had to be brought 
in on handtrucks, as 300 people 
times 5 books equals 1,500 books.

A few skeptical Virginia librarians 
predicted that these programs would 
not work in the South. They only 
worked in New England, they ar
gued, because of its many Carnegie 
libraries and its tradition of educa
tion (and maybe even its long win
ters). Of course, reading and discus
sion programs were successfully 
transplanted from the cold climes of 
Vermont to the hothouse of Virginia. 
At this point, as the programs also 
began to spread throughout the 
New England states, the American 
Library Association and NEH began 
discussing how to take the programs 
to libraries nationwide.

Aided by an advisory committee 
of scholars, librarians, and members 
of state humanities councils, project 
director Sandra Cooper undertook a 
program that provided subgrants to 
thirty states for initiating programs 
in a total of 300 libraries. The "Let's 
Talk About It" project, which re
ceived $1.5 million in NEH support, 
lasted from 1983 to 1987.

The project developed ten reading 
and discussion themes, or pre
packaged programs, which can be 
easily adapted in any public library: 
"Making a Living, Making a Life: 
Work and Its Rewards in a Changing 
America"; "Not for Children Only"; 
"Individual Rights and Community 
in America"; "The Way We Were, 
the Way We Are: Seasons in the 
Contemporary American Family"; 
"Being Ethnic, Becoming American:

"What more could a 
teacher-scholar ask 
than for 'students' 

who are well 
prepared, eager to 

talk, willing to 
argue, and replete 

with a wealth of life 
experience?"

Struggles, Successes, Symbols"; 
"What America Reads: Myth Making 
in Popular Fiction"; "Contemporary 
Japanese Literature"; "The Journey 
Inward: Women's Autobiography"; 
"Rebirth of a Nation: Nationalism 
and the Civil War"; and "Destruction 
or Redemption: Images of Romantic 
Love." The themes are published in 
brochures containing the title and 
author of the five selected texts as 
well as a brief blurb on each, a short 
essay establishing the theme around 
which the books are grouped, and 
an annotated bibliography.

The states usually adopted one or 
more of the themes for initial pro
grams, but when the audiences de
manded a second pr6gram, the im
pulse was strong to develop themes 
around regional issues. Hence there 
emerged themes with titles like "The 
Lure of the Pacific" and "Soil, Soul, 
and Sea: Exploring the Heritage and 
Culture of the Delmarva."

Although the "Let's Talk About It" 
project has officially come to an end, 
reading and discussion programs 
continue to thrive. They are ongoing 
across America from Rhode Island to 
South Carolina to Kansas to Utah to 
California. A librarian in Hawaii re
cently reported to me the delight of 
a couple from Minnesota who, 
thinking their winter vacation meant 
foregoing a reading and discussion 
program back home, arrived in Kona 
to discover "Not for Children Only" 
about to begin.

Reading and discussion programs 
are among the best public programs 
in the humanities, for they put a 
member of the general public and a 
good book in direct contact with 
each other with some helpful media
tion from a scholar. The benefits are 
enormous. Libraries note increased

visibility, better circulation figures, 
confidence building among librar
ians, and new cooperation among 
community organizations. Partici
pants discover new writers, become 
interested in the humanities, and 
meet with other citizens to discuss 
books. "I read books I probably nev
er would have read," said one parti
cipant in a "Let's Talk About It" pro
gram. "Some I didn't like, but they 
were apropos to the topic, therefore 
valuable to the experience."

The experience prompted a par
ticipating scholar to muse that these 
programs "restore a lost audience" 
to scholars, that is, people who are 
interested in the humanities as a 
way to understand our lives in this 
complex society. Said one scholar, 
"Virtually all of the discussion 
among the participants was substan
tive, intelligently related to the text, 
but also intimately, intensely, tact
fully related to crucial issues in their 
own lives—marriage, rearing chil
dren, loss of a spouse, nurture or 
the lack of it, disappointment, living 
through crises."

More than half of the scholars 
who gave lectures in the "Let's Talk 
About It" program spent between 
ten and forty hours in preparation. 
Eighty-seven percent of the scholars 
said they would definitely like to 
participate in another series. One 
scholar observed that talking with 
nonstudents and those who were 
not professional colleagues "makes 
me more honest and conscientious 
about how I communicate about the 
humanities."

The hunger only grows fiercer. 
Audiences in Vermont who have en
joyed reading and discussion pro
grams in their local libraries for sev
eral years now are reading Latin, 
studying the Constitution, and regu
larly engaging in sophisticated dis
cussion unimagined a decade ago. In 
June Pat Bates received a letter from 
one of the first participants in the 
Rutland programs. "This is Joan Bal
lard sending you a thank you letter," 
she wrote. "Or maybe I should say 
this is a shared letter of congratula
tion. Because, as I have said before, 
your program at the Rutland Li
brary—those long years ago—let me 
spy a world I had never seen. . . . 
Sunday, May 15th, I received my 
B.A. in American Literature from 
Castleton State College with Greatest 
Distinction."
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BEYOND
PROGRAM NOTES

BY KATHLEEN ACHOR

TWO HOURS BEFORE the performance begins, as many as 200 
ticket holders fill the parking lot at the University of Maryland. 
The chamber music concert does not begin until 8 p.m., but they 
have arrived early to discuss what they will soon hear.

"Perspectives on Early Music" is an NEH-supported series of panel dis
cussions on music history, theory, and criticism that occurs before a concert 
series administered by University Community Concerts at the University of 
Maryland, College Park. For one hour before each of the concerts, a small 
panel, generally consisting of a musician in the evening's performance, a 
musicologist, and a music critic, discusses issues related to the concert. 
Topics in the preconcert discussion range from recent scholarship on the 
historical context of the music of that evening's performance to controver
sial issues such as the performance of early music on period or modern in
struments, the transmission and interpretation of early music, and 
performance practice.

Moderating these discussions is Robert Aubry Davis, producer and host of 
classical music programs for WETA-FM, a public radio station in Washing
ton, D.C. He concludes each panel discussion by fielding questions from 
the audience.

"People ask informed questions," says Rose Ann Fraistat, project director 
for the preconcert series. "Some obviously listen to the records and know 
the music. For example, when the Ensemble for Early Music was performing 
the play of Daniel, a liturgical drama, someone asked how the ensemble's 
version of the play compared with an earlier production by Noah Green
berg, who helped launch the revival of early music in this country in the 
1950s. In fact, the ensemble's version was more accurate historically because 
they performed it in keeping with its original didactic intention. Greenberg's 
version was too theatrical."

The seven-year-old "Perspectives on Early Music" series precedes the 
Olde Musicke Series, which includes six to eight concerts each fall-to-spring 
season, spanning the medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque eras. Concerts in 
the 1988-89 Olde Musicke Series include a recorder ensemble renowned for 
its unconventional explorations of repertoire ranging from the fourteenth 
century to the present day, a production of Tristan and Iseult based on new
ly translated medieval texts, and a concert of English florid song and early 
seventeenth-century Italian music.

The preconcert seminars proved so successful that University Community 
Concerts decided in 1986 to add another preconcert series, "The Heritage of 
the Keyboard," to accompany the Keyboard Series, which, during its fall-to-

Kathleen Achor is a freelance writer in the Washington, D.C., area.
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Above: A page from the "Roman de Fauvel," 
showing Fauvel and his companions bathing 
in the Fountain of Youth. Music is inter
spersed among the text in this early four- 
teenth-century manuscript. Right: The 
Gambler's Mass in a thirteenth-century 
manuscript of the "Carmina Burana" depicts 
chess playing along with the music. Music of 
this period was performed in the University 
of Maryland's Olde Musicke Series.

spring season, consists of up to six concerts highlighting classical keyboard 
music. Since 1986, these NEH-supported seminars have preceded three of 
the keyboard recitals each season.

The seminars are guided by a broad theme pertaining to classical key
board music. "The theme is chosen to give direction to the discussion," says 
Fraistat, "but panelists may go into particulars about the music to be per
formed that evening if they see a connection to the theme."

Questions from the audience can lead to an unexpected exchange of infor
mation or opinion, she says. "In one seminar, the panelists were asked to 
compare the different technical demands of performing Romantic and twen- 
tieth-century music. This question led to a consideration of the responsibility 
of music teachers and professors to acquaint young performers with contem
porary as well as traditional repertoire."

The theme for the 1986-87 series, "The Genealogy of Style: Piano Perfor
mance in America," looked at the tradition of pedagogical approaches to 
piano performance and how these ideas have influenced succeeding genera
tions of musicians and their audiences. The 1987-88 theme, "The Romantic 
Movement: The Era of the Piano," which examined the keyboard music of 
the Romantic Age, was chosen to coincide with the national tour of the mu
seum exhibition "William Wordsworth and the Age of English Romanticism" 
(see Humanities, Vol. 8, no. 6). The theme for 1988-89 is "From Cristofori to 
Stein way: The Piano and Its Forerunners." Panelists review the physical 
transformation of keyboard instruments from the eighteenth to the twen
tieth century and the effect of these transformations on the composition of 
keyboard music.

Each seminar in "The Heritage of the Keyboard" series features two to 
four speakers who address interpretation, stylistic technique, historical con
text, and musicological and pedagogical issues affecting keyboard perfor
mance in the United States. Discussion is then followed by a question-and- 
answer session with the audience. Moderators of these panels have included 
pianist Jerome Rose; Elliott Galkin, director of the music history and crit
icism program at the Peabody Conservatory of Music; and Richard Freed, 
music critic, editor, and broadcaster.

Seminars preceding both the Olde Musicke and Keyboard Series are de
signed to enhance audience appreciation of music and its historical context. 
Although they present a professional exchange of ideas among scholars, crit-
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ics, and musicians, the series are primarily aimed at a general audience. 
"Given the varying levels of musical expertise among the audience, the mod 
erators try to maintain a balance that will hold the attention of both expert 
and novice," Fraistat says. "They rephrase questions either to clarify tech
nical language or to establish the historical context of an issue and will peri
odically check with the audience by asking, 'Did everyone understand?'"

As scholars share their research and practical knowledge, audience mem
bers learn how the insights of the humanities directly affect musical perfor
mance. "If people are given the historical context of a work and informed 
about the scholarly decisions behind the work's production, they will, first, 
have a sense of the traditions and culture that infused that particular work 
when it was composed and performed," Fraistat explains. "Secondly, they 
will get a sense of the ongoing interpretation of music in our time by schol
ars and performers who, for example, have actively transformed musical 
notes on a sheet or some tablature scribbled on a bit of manuscript into a 
harpsichord performance or a lute recital."

Particular emphasis is given to including performers on the panel. Not 
only have they studied the sources and acquainted themselves thor
oughly with the musical traditions, Fraistat points out, they also 
have experience playing and interpreting music that, for instance, 
may have survived only as a single manuscript housed in the Brit
ish Library.

The preconcert series and the concerts themselves reach a 
vast audience beyond the auditoriums at the University of Mary
land. Washington's WETA-FM, which tapes the seminars and con
certs, broadcasts the combined programs locally and nationally on 
"Millennium of Music," "P.M.," "Music from Washington," and "A 
Musical Offering." The nationally distributed programs are dissemi
nated over public radio to nearly 100 stations across the country, poten 
tially reaching hundreds of thousands of listeners. Programs generally air 
six months to a year after taping.

Judging from audience participation and questionnaires distributed 
at each seminar, audience response has both confirmed the popu
larity of the two series and helped University Community Con
certs to improve seminar content. "When people go to a con
cert, sit down, and start reading the program, they have to 
do it quickly before the lights dim," says Fraistat.
"Through these seminars, audiences can listen 
to experts; delve into the history, texts, and 
techniques of classical Western music; 
and ask questions. They can go be
yond program notes to a deeper 
understanding of the music they 
are about to en jo y ."^

In 1986 University Community Con
certs of the University of Maryland re
ceived $77,365 in outright funds and 
$42,000 in gift and matching funds from 
Public Humanities Projects of the Divi
sion of General Programs to conduct 
"Perspectives on Early Music and the 
Heritage of the Keyboard: A Public 
Seminar Series."
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Arkansas Traveler
BY ALLYSON MCGILL

A RKANSAS! There I lived the 
best years of my youth, if I can 

even say that I had a youth," wrote 
the German traveler in 1844. The 
lure of the American wilderness 
brought Friedrich Gerstacker from 
his native Germany to New York in 
1837. The romantic twenty-one-year- 
old embarked from Bremerhaven to 
explore the land of untrammeled for
ests peopled by Indians, scouts, and 
pioneers, that he had found so entic
ing in the novels of James Fenimore 
Cooper. He traveled to Niagara Falls 
to Illinois, Ohio, Louisiana, and fi
nally to Arkansas.

This new-found state just on the 
edge of the wilderness most claimed 
his imagination. In his 1844 travel 
narrative Wild Sports in the Far West, 
Gerstacker commented, "There I felt 
myself free and independent for the 
first time. There in the wilderness I 
found a home more beautiful and 
magnificent than any I could have 
then imagined."

Gerstacker's perceptions of Arkan
sas, recorded with deliberate care 
and specificity in letters written 
home to his mother, were colored 
not only by his own romantic no-

Allyson McGill is completing a doctoral 
degree in Victorian Studies at the Uni
versity of Indiana at Bloomington.

Above: Friedrich Gerstacker's stories, based 
on the letters he wrote as a young man to his 
mother about his travels in America, made 
him a popular author in his native Germany. 
Right: In this illustration from Wild Sports 
in the Far West, artistic license depicts 
Gerstacker in Germanic hunting clothes.
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tions of life on the fron
tier but also by the delib

erate omission of details 
that did not interest him. 

Capitalizing on the popularity 
of travel literature in late nine

teenth-century America, he returned 
to Germany in 1843 where he wrote 
a total of forty-three novels, maga
zine articles, and travel stories in set
tings all over the world. He made 
two other trips to the United States, 
one to the gold fields in California 
during the Gold Rush of 1849-50

and another trip in 1867 to tour 
the country.

In March 1988, the 
Arkansas Museum of 

Science and History 
in Little Rock 

mounted its 
permanent

exhibition, "Gerstacker's Arkansas: 
From Wilderness to Society," with 
NEH support. The exhibition takes a 
fresh look at Gerstacker's travels and 
his perceptions of Arkansas between 
1837 and 1843. The guiding force be
hind the exhibition is the museum's 
executive director, Alison Sanchez. A 
cultural anthropologist, Sanchez de
signed the exhibition to portray the 
differences between Gerstacker's vi
sion of Arkansas and what really ex
isted at the time.

Sanchez points out, for example, 
that Gerstacker was so entranced by 
the romance of America that he 
chose to see Arkansas only as a cul
tural wilderness. On one visit to Lit
tle Rock, Gerstacker attended an In
dependence Day celebration and was 
repelled by people eating barbecued 
meat with their hands. "At a camp
fire this is all very well," he wrote, 
"but such a multitude with greasy 
hands and mouths is not attractive." 
He did not see the growing wealth 
and varied society of Little Rock, nor 
was he aware that the Arkansas' ag
ricultural economy exported more 
pigs and corn per capita than did 
surrounding states.

With the dichotomy between soci
ety and wilderness as its primary 
focus, the exhibition illustrates how 
historical time, place, and process 
can be viewed from many different 
angles. The exhibition's themes 
focus on the frontier and those who 
came to settle or explore it, civiliza
tion and wilderness, the coexistence 
of society and nature, and what hap
pened when people encountered the 
natural wilderness and tried to tame 
it. Sanchez hopes that visitors to the 
exhibition will come to know more 
about Arkansas' early days and how 
stereotypes like the Lil' Abner image 
are generated from a combination of 
myth and reality.

"Arkansas was overrun at this 
time with a number of bad charac

ters," wrote Gerstacker, "—gam
blers, drunkards, thievers, mur
derers, who all thought that the 
simple-minded backwoodsmen were 
easier to be cheated than the wary 
settlers in the older states. This cir
cumstance had given so bad a name 
to Arkansas, that many thought all 
its inhabitants went about armed to 
the teeth with pistols and bowie 
knives; but I have traversed the State 
in all directions, and met with as 
honest and upright people as are to 
be found in any other part of the 
Union."

In the course of planning the exhi
bition, Sanchez called on many au
thorities, among them S. Charles 
Bolton, history professor at the Uni
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock 
and director of the Center for Arkan
sas Studies; Leslie C. Stewart-Aber
nathy of the Archaeological Survey 
and the University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluffs; Fannia Weingartner, pro
fessional museum consultant; and 
Wesley Creel, director of Arkansas 
Museum Services.

Because the main audience of the 
exhibition is school children,
Sanchez decided to introduce the ex
hibition using the concept of family, 
extending backward in time from the 
1980s to the 1840s. Panels depicting 
the family at different periods are 
designed to inspire viewers to share 
family memories and favorite stories 
and to develop a personal under
standing of the depth of historical 
time, based on generations in the 
family cycle.

Gerstacker's travels are traced on a 
large map that shows part of 
Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, and 
America. Maps of Arkansas in 1837 
show the political boundaries of the 
new state, and labels throughout the 
display give quotations from Ger
stacker's text.

The exhibition incorporates the 
museum's collections, which include
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two stuffed bears and other indige
nous animals, as well as guns, 
knives, powder horns, and other im
plements of wilderness survival. Al
though Gerstacker might have been 
a romantic at heart, he described in 
great detail the implements demand
ed by a traveler for both survival and 
pleasure: "At White river I had ex
changed my buffalo skin for a 
blanket—I had one spare shirt in my 
game bag, with a pair of rather 
woeful looking socks, a small cord, a 
bullet mould, and a few bits of lead; 
but my greatest incumbrance was the 
zither, which hung over my shoulder."

The son of opera singers, Ger
stacker carried his zither throughout 
his travels. "Americans in general 
have little feeling for German mu
sic," he commented. "They are a 
people who live in a hurry, and 
every thing must go fast. . . . The 
more educated class forms an 
exception."

An Ozark scene with carefully re
searched flora and fauna shows what 
the Ozarkian wilderness looked like 
when Gerstacker went hunting. Op
posite is an animal track identifica
tion game with labels in braille and 
English. The animal sounds in this 
part of the exhibition and in the bear 
cave in another section are probably 
the most memorable for a young vis
itor. At the bear cave, visitors listen 
to a recording of Gerstacker's own 
story of a bear hunt:

Bear-shooting in America differs ac
cording to the time of the year, and 
the habits of the animal. It was now 
late in the autumn, almost winter, 
so that they could be hunted with 
dogs. Well mounted, with not less 
than from four to about eight or ten 
dogs, the hunters seek in the thick
est and most unfrequented parts of 
the forest the favourite haunts of 
the bear. . . .  If the bear is fat he sel
dom runs far, but takes to a tree, or 
shows fight; if there are not dogs 
enough to master him, he knocks 
them over and continues his flight.
If he takes to a tree, his fate is soon 
sealed by the rifle.

The first part of the exhibition's fi
nal section uses various historical 
sources to examine how simply

focusing on Gerstacker's perceptions 
of Arkansas circa 1840 omits a large 
body of information about early 
Arkansas. "Some travelers were in
terested mainly in plants and ani
mals and didn't say much about 
Arkansans," says Sanchez. "Others 
wrote largely about the activities of 
governors, legislators, and the mili
tary. Gerstacker's interest in the lives 
of ordinary people on the edge of 
the frontier provides yet another 
perspective."

The last part of this final section 
moves beyond simple presentation 
of a foreign traveler's perceptions of 
Arkansas, no matter how interest
ing, to an examination of the nature 
of historical understanding. 
Gerstacker's work is interpreted by a 
cultural anthropologist, an American 
historian, a German historian, and 
an archaeologist. The cultural an
thropologist focuses on the often re
luctant choices people were forced to 
make to intensify production and 
adopt a more sedentary existence. 
The American historian uses Ger
stacker's journal as a source docu
menting the transformation of a 
primitive and violent frontier society 
into a highly organized, productive 
civilization. The German historian 
examines Gerstacker as a product of 
a specific cultural tradition. Finally,

the archaeologist uses the German 
traveler's account as a point of refer
ence in examining the material 
culture that was introduced at the 
frontier to make life easier.

"I have endeavored faithfully to 
portray the social condition of the 
Americans, in so far as it came un
der my observation," wrote Ger
stacker. "Many a reader, while turn
ing over the pages of this work, will 
seek in vain the wonted glowing de
scriptions of the riches and plenty 
which the dwellers in the West are 
reputed to enjoy. . . . "  Here, the 
line between perception and reality 
hinges on Gerstacker's definition of 
"riches and plenty," for in 1840 the
98,000 people living in Arkansas 
owned, on a per capita basis, more 
horses, cattle, hogs, and poultry 
than did their neighbors in sur
rounding states. Arkansas was a 
state with a future. "Gerstacker's 
Arkansas" offers a very special look 
at its past.

For its exhibition "Gerstacker's Arkan
sas: From Wilderness to Society," the 
Arkansas Museum of Science and Histo
ry received $31,252 in outright funds in
1986 from the Humanities Projects in 
Museums and Historical Organizations 
Program of the Division of General 
Programs.

Visitors to the exhibition 
are greeted by a large 
poster of Gerstacker with 
rifle in hand and game 
bag over his shoulder.
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For the Love 
of Reading

BY VICTOR R. SWENSON

T HE INDIRECT APPROACH is often the most ef
fective way to a goal, wrote military strategist 

B.H. Liddell-Hart. Although not directly advanced as 
literacy programs, humanities reading programs high
ly motivate people at intermediate stages of learning 
to read. How can the humanities play a part in over
coming illiteracy?

The Vermont Council on the Humanities tackled 
that question two years ago through its support of the 
"Connections" project, a book discussion program de
signed to move newly literate adults from practical lit
eracy to "literate" literacy by engaging them in discus
sion of texts and ideas in the best tradition of liberal 
education in the humanities.

Illiteracy is a serious problem in Vermont. The 1980 
census reported 94,000 people over the age of sixteen 
who lacked a high school diploma and 52,000 inhabi
tants who had not finished the ninth grade. The Ver
mont Department of Education estimates that today 
one in five or as many as 100,000 people in the state 
are unable to read and write.

In 1986 when the "Connections" project was 
launched, 4,760 people were enrolled in Vermont's 
Adult Basic Education program. Of that number, 2,795 
were in intermediate classes with reading skills at a 
third grade level. The "Connections" project linked 
these intermediate-level students and their adult basic 

education tutors with humanities scholars. Book dis
cussions were established for these students to ex

plore two themes: "Thinking About Our Past" and 
^'Thinking About Friendship." Each theme involved a 

series of three programs led by a university scholar at 
monthly intervals. Three books were assigned for 
each program: a picture book, a book at the third 
grade level, and one at the fourth or fifth grade level. 
Among the nine books included in each theme, three 
were difficult enough for students to need help from 
their tutors.

Discussion groups consisted of up to fifteen people, 
including five adult basic education students, their tu
tors, and librarians and observers. During the pro
grams, which were held at libraries in Montpelier, 
Northfield, Bristol, Morrisville, Middlebury, and 
Rutland, the tutors and students participated as 
equals. "I didn't always know which were tutors and 
which were students (I liked that)," wrote one 
evaluator.

To prepare scholars and tutors for the special chal
lenges of this program, a day-long workshop was held 
where participants reviewed the program materials 
and format and conducted simulated discussions.

In January 1987, I observed the final meeting of a 
history series on "America's Westward Movement," 
conducted by Marshall True, a professor of American 
history at the University of Vermont. The session's 
picture book, When I was Young in the Mountains, by

Victor R. Swenson, executive director of the Vermont Coun
cil on the Humanities, opened the council's office in 1974.
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Cynthia Rylant, gave a vision of set
tled pioneer life. The third grade 
book was Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little 
House in the Big Woods, which de
scribes Pa Ingalls' decision to move 
his family west from settled life in 
Wisconsin in search of the place 
"better further on." The advanced 
work was Louise Moeri's short 
novel, Save the Queen of Sheba, re
counting the adventure of an eleven- 
year-old boy who saves himself and 
his eight-year-old sister Sheba from 
the wreckage of a wagon train raided 
by Indians.

True sketched the history of the 
westward migration and linked it to 
the earlier northern migration that 
brought pioneers to Vermont after 
the Revolutionary War. He explained 
how the three books related to the 
theme and invited discussion, which 
focused on the characters and how 
life in the past was different.

E valuations of the programs were 
solicited from tutors, students, 

discussion leaders, and a paid scholar- 
evaluator. "I found these students 
more aggressive about their educa
tion than my university students," 
wrote True after his session. "They 
asked more questions, paid better at
tention, and were more willing to 
risk being wrong."

Julia Landry, director of the Cen
tral Vermont Adult Basic Education 
program in Morrisville wrote that 
two of her students, who weren't 
able to join the discussion at the li
brary, read the books from the his
tory series and asked for more like 
them. "One student, a fifty-year-old 
construction worker who became a 
reader in the last few years, is plan
ning on reading the entire series of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder books," Landry 
reported.

Student response has been en
thusiastic. "I never knew read
ing a book could be fun—I 
always hated books," wrote 
one. Another commented,
"I never heard a person 
talk about books before.

And I enjoyed listening to him talk 
about it."

The "Connections" project took 
root in 1978 when the Vermont 
council supported "What If You 
Couldn't Read?," a film illustrating 
the problem of illiteracy in the state. 
The film was shown widely through
out the state and, as council staff 
members became acquainted with 
the adult basic education network of 
tutors, we mulled over ways of con
necting new adult readers with the 
humanities.

S ince 1978, we had established 
reading and discussion pro

grams in community libraries across 
the state. By 1985 sixty Vermont li
braries had taken part in programs 
with attendance approaching 15,000. 
Through these programs, the council 
formed a working relationship with 
the Vermont Department of Libraries.

The rapid growth of these reading 
programs prompted us to join librar
ians and scholars in organizing the 
Vermont Reading Project as a sepa
rate office to circulate existing pro
grams and design new ones. NEH 
provided support for the project 
three years ago and last year award
ed a second two-year grant which, 
combined with annual support from 
the Vermont council, succeeded in 
bringing reading programs to 120 of 
Vermont's 246 communities.

One evaluator observed that, al
though the content level was not the 
same for regular reading discussion 
programs, "this is the first time par
ticipants have ever visited a library,

A Garth Williams illustration from Laura 
Ingalls Wilder's Little House in the Big 
Woods.
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read a real book, or discussed ideas 
about books."

The "Connections" project 
brought new people to libraries, pro
vided the adult basic education tu
tors with a new, literature-based way 
of stimulating love of reading, and 
brought books, ideas, and discus
sion into households where they 
had never before had a foothold. 
Summing up the results of the ex
periment, project director Sally An
derson noted, "We learned some 
things with this project that we 
hadn't anticipated. Adult basic edu
cation tutors did not know how to 
use literature in the teaching of read
ing, librarians did not know what 
books to give adult new readers, and 
adult new readers are both verbal 
and motivated to read 'real' books."

D rawing from that experience, 
this year the council initiated 

"The Family Reading Project," which 
will engage parents in a discussion 
of the best examples of children's lit
erature, with the goal of encouraging 
them to read to their children. Stu
dents in the adult basic education 
program and parents throughout the 
state will be invited to join human
ities scholars in reading and discuss
ing literature relating to themes of 
friendship, history, family, and cour
age. The project stems from a belief 
that no amount of grant programs 
for the preschool or elementary 
classroom can make up for the ab
sence of parent-child reading 
activities.

By helping engage children in love 
of reading, the programs offer a 
promise of bringing whole families 
into the circle of culture and liberal 
learning. A tutor recounted this sto
ry from a student who loved Ramona 

and Her Father, by Beverly Cleary: 
% * "One evening she hadn't cooked 

dinner until 'real late' because 
she couldn't put the book 
down. Her kids kept asking, 
'Ma, when are we going to 
eat? and she told them, 'as 

soon as I finish this book!'" ^

Illustration © Garth Williams, 
Harper &/ Row



NATIONAL
HISTORY
D A T

HISTORIANS 
in the Making

BY ELLEN MARSH

JUNE 12-16, 1988: The campus at 
the University of Maryland in Col

lege Park withers under the Wash
ington area's legendary heat and hu
midity. Despite the weather, 
excitement crackles in halls and 
meeting rooms. The ninth annual 
National History Day is in progress. 
Secondary school students from all 
over the country queue for room 
registration, set up displays, go 
sight-seeing, rehearse skits and 
speeches, play volleyball, make new 
friends, and fidget nervously as the 
judges examine their entries.

All too soon, the last day arrives: 
the awards ceremony. State contin
gents stage impromptu parades in 
Cole Field House as the U.S. Navy 
Band plays; the Navy Color Guard 
presents colors. There are speeches 
and mounting tension. Finally, Lois 
Scharf, executive director of National 
History Day, steps up to the podi
um. A hushed silence falls as she 
reads each name. Then pandemoni
um—applause from everyone and 
cheers from friends and state col
leagues of the winners. When all the 
awards, the special prizes, the schol
arships, and outstanding state en
tries have been announced, Scharf 
reads the theme for next year's Na
tional History Day, and the crowd 
disperses.

As soon as he returns home to 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Gregory 
Wynn, a high school junior, writes 
to Scharf, telling her how much the 
experience meant to him: "National 
History Day at College Park, Mary- 
and, was everything I expected—

Ellen Marsh is a research assistant in the 
MEH Office of Publications and Public 
Affairs.

and then some!" Wynn has been an 
enthusiastic participant in National 
History Day for five years, ever since 
his seventh-grade social studies 
teacher introduced him to the com
petition. Each year Wynn has won 
first place in his district, but not until 
this year has he done well enough at 
the state level to make it to the na
tional competition. His project, "Pre
senting the Candidate to the People: 
Frontiers in Presidential Campaign 
Advertising," a first place winner in 
Pennsylvania, placed seventh at Col
lege Park. Wynn says proudly, "I 
consider this to be an honorable 
achievement."

Wynn describes himself as an 
"American history enthusiast," 
whose hero is Theodore Roosevelt. 
Why his remarkable persistence in 
turning out projects year after year? 
"Because it is fun, competitive, and

gives me experience in conducting 
original research and in meeting 
people."

The story of National History Day 
goes back to the early 1970s, to 
David Van Tassel, a history professor 
at Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Van Tassel was 
concerned about the health of the 
study of his discipline. "Enrollment 
in history was dropping in both high 
schools and colleges, and the stu
dents I was teaching in college 
seemed ill prepared," he says. In 
1974, Van Tassel decided to do some
thing about it: He invented History 
Day.

Projects on display at the University of 
Maryland, College Park. Scores for entries 
are based on historical quality, quality of pre
sentation, and adherence to theme and rules.
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Above: Students from Wilbur Junior High 
School in Wichita, Kansas, won first prize for 
their senior group project, "Yalta 1945: Put
ting the Pieces Together." Right: First place 
in junior group media was won by these stu
dents from the C.R. Anderson Middle 
School, Helena, Montana, for "Campbell 
Farming Corporation: Growth of a Giant.''

"I had three main reasons for in
augurating the program/' Van Tassel 
explains. "I wanted to give younger 
students the opportunity to experi
ence some of the excitement I felt in 
exploring archives and conducting 
historical research. I wanted to pro
vide an occasion for college and uni
versity history faculty and secondary 
school social studies teachers to 
come into contact with each other. 
And I wanted to bring secondary 
school students to college cam
puses." History day was to be a hu
manities version of the popular sci
ence fairs. Participation in History 
Day, he stresses, requires intelligent 
judgment, research, and the devel
opment of analytic skills. "It is a far 
more challenging intellectual experi
ence than many of the academic con

tests and activities that have hit the 
national scene in recent years."

The first History Day was limited 
to the Cleveland area. One hundred 
twenty-nine students participated. "I 
hoped the program would become 
national, as it certainly met a need," 
Van Tassel remarks, "but I really 
didn't hope too hard."

The tide of history was with him, 
however. Van Tassel convinced the 
Ohio Bicentennial Committee to take 
the program statewide in 1976. An 
NEH planning grant enabled a com
mittee of professional historians to 
evaluate Ohio History Day 1977 to 
determine whether the program was 
worth expanding. The answer was 
"yes." A year later an NEH grant 
brought the program to Kentucky 
and Indiana. Iowa was added to Re
gional History Day in 1979. Van Tas
sel's dream of a national History Day 
was realized in 1979 when a two- 
year NEH grant was awarded to Na
tional History Day, a newly incorpo
rated organization. In 1986 National 
History Day received a three-year 
Challenge Grant to build an 
endowment.

The program has grown dramat
ically from the first National History 
Day in 1980, when 500 students 
from nineteen states competed at 
Georgetown University. In 1988 ap
proximately 1,700 young people 
from forty-five states and the District 
of Columbia, plus their teachers and 
parents, met for four and a half days 
to display table-top projects, present 
papers, give dramatic performances, 
or show media (slide, video, or com
puter) presentations based on their 
research on a designated theme.

The themes vary. This year's sub
ject was "Frontiers in History: Peo
ple, Places, Ideas." The 1987 topic 
was "Liberty: Rights and Responsi
bilities," and in 1986, "Conflicts and 
Compromises in History." Partici
pants choose one of four catego
ries—papers, projects, perfor
mances, or media presentations.
Each category is divided into two 
groups: the junior level for sixth 
through eighth graders, and the se
nior level for ninth through twelfth 
graders. Papers, which must be be
tween 1,500 and 2,500 words in 
length, are researched and written 
by individuals. The other categories 
are subdivided into individual and 
group entries.

Lee Thayer, a fifteen-year-old high 
school junior from New York State, 
happened to come across literature 
about the competition last fall in a 
public library. "The subject, 'Fron
tiers,' immediately caught my atten
tion," Thayer says. "I am chiefly in
terested in science, but I also like 
history. And I am concerned about 
how current technology affects 
human beings." Her paper, "Cher
nobyl: A Modern Frontier," not only 
won her first prize in the Senior Pa
pers category but also secured for 
her a four-year full tuition scholar
ship to Case Western Reserve.

The selection process takes 
months and begins at the local level. 
Thayer, for example, mailed her pa
per to a district committee of history 
teachers and other history profes
sionals who judged entries from 
Long Island and New York City, and 
then had a personal interview with a 
member of the committee. The pro-
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cess was repeated at the state level. 
The top two winners from each state 
in each category are invited to take 
part in the national contest.

Competition at the national level is 
keen. "Just being there is an honor 
in itself," Thayer says. "People re
spect each other's work." In a sense, 
all the students who come to the na
tional competition are winners.

The national judges, professional 
historians who volunteer for the job, 
are mostly from the Washington, 
D.C., area. Judy Chelnick from the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of 
American History had her first expe
rience as a national judge this year, 
as a member of one of three teams of 
judges of the Junior Individual Proj
ects category. The first-place winner 
in that category was thirteen-year- 
old Nkenge Jackson of Columbus, 
Ohio. Jackson's project, "A Dream 
Not to Be Forgotten: The History of a 
Black School, Willow Hill, 1874 to 
the Present," illustrated in words 
and pictures the history of a school 
in Bulloch County, Georgia, begun 
by one of her ancestors, a former 
slave. "It was obvious Nkenge put a 
tremendous amount of time into her 
research," says Chelnick.

Although teachers also receive 
prizes and trophies during National 
History Day, "their biggest reward," 
Scharf points out, "is that we give 
them something to work with in the 
classroom that is a little different." 
Some teachers use History Day as an 
extracurricular activity to enrich the 
regular course of study; others re
quire that all their students compete 
and allow them to use class time to 
work on their entries. J|

Maryann Soguk and her colleague 
Kenneth Kocab, history teachers at 
East High School in the Hough area 
of Cleveland, are longtime partici
pants in History Day. Each year 
about twenty to twenty-five of their 
students compete on the regional 
level, and Soguk says proudly that 
five went to the national contest this 
year. Two years ago, they had six fi
nalists. These numbers are im
pressive, because Soguk estimates 
that 75 percent of the student body 
at East comes from families well be
low the poverty level.

"My students enjoy the indepen
dent study aspect of History Day," 
Soguk says. "The group becomes 
like a club, supporting and cheering 
each other on. In fact, the whole

school roots for them, just as if they 
were the football team." She works 
closely with her students, introduc
ing them to archives and libraries 
and teaching them how to conduct 
basic research. "The projects foster 
skills not only in research, writing, 
and speaking," Soguk states, "but 
also in the ability to relate well to 
each other and to the world."

The 1989 National History Day 
topic is "The Individual in History." 
Gregory Wynn, now a high school 
senior, realizes this will be his final 
chance to compete. "I am really 
gung-ho about History Day next 
year," Wynn says. "I gave a presen
tation to my school board this sum
mer to get more support, and I will 
be recruiting as many people as I can 
in my school to participate." Wynn's 
enthusiasm and determination are

typical of those who take part in Na
tional History Day. If the past is pro
logue to the future, next year's Na
tional History Day promises much in 
the way of individual achievement 
and collegial exchange for the histo
rians of the next generation.

From 1979 to 1982, National History 
Day received $979,318 in outright funds 
and $521,898 in gifts and matching 
funds from the Humanities Projects for 
Youth Program of the Division of Gener
al Programs. The project was also 
awarded $400,000 in gifts and matching 
funds from the Office of Challenge 
Grants in 1986.

A junior group performance by students from 
The Academy in Wayne, New jersey, was 
judged "outstanding state entry." The ten- 
minute skit, which the students called 
"Talking Heads," brought historical figures 
from Mount Rushmore to help a schoolboy 
with his homework.
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THE
LAND OF NORUMBEGA

DURING THE SIXTEENTH cen
tury, El Dorado was a mythical, 

New World city that fired the imag
ination of explorers with its promise 
of riches. Less well-known today, yet 
equally important in the exploration 
of the New World, was Norumbega, 
a magnificent, mythical city rumored 
to be on Maine's Penobscot River, 
once considered the fabled north
west passage to the Indies. Like El 
Dorado, Norumbega lured its share 
of explorers—John Cabot in 1497, Si
mon Ferdinando in 1579, Samuel de 
Champlain in 1604, and John Smith 
in 1614—but none of them ever dis
covered the mythical city or the 
sought-after passage.

In early maps, the land of Norum
bega encompassed Newfoundland, 
the Maritime Provinces, and the en
tire northeast United States, but over 
time Norumbega was defined as the 
region directly surrounding the Pe
nobscot River in Maine.

The derivation of the name Nor
umbega is as shrouded in mystery 
as its mythical city. Some scholars 
suggest it was entirely a product of 
the European imagination, while 
others propose that it was a phonetic 
transliteration of a native American 

name for the area. Whatever its

Robin S. Latham is a freelance 
writer in the Washington, 

D.C., area.

BY ROBIN S. LATHAM

derivation, and whether or not it was 
perceived as a real place waiting to 
be plundered or a longed-for native 
paradise, Norumbega was, with 
Jamestown, a primary outpost of En
glish colonial interest in the New 
World and a center of French trading 
activity. Colonists attempted to es
tablish settlements as early as 1604, 
even though the area was already 
the homeland of a variety of native 
American peoples.

Since early 1987, the Maine Hu
manities Council has been conduct
ing its own exploration into Norum
bega with an agenda that includes a 
symposium for Maine scholars, an 
international conference, a traveling 
museum exhibition, programs for 
teachers and librarians, and reading 
and discussion programs in a variety 
of Maine communities.

According to Dorothy Schwartz, 
executive director of the Maine coun
cil, the project had two catalysts: the 
growing interest in the era of discov
ery and exploration of America, oc
casioned by the coming Columbian 
quincentenary in 1992, and the 1986 
donation of the Smith Cartographic 
Collection of rare maps, atlases, and 
globes to the University of Southern 
Maine in Portland. Consisting of 
more than 15,000 maps dating from 
1513 to 1800, including several origi
nal globes focusing on early North 
America, New England, and Maine, 
the collection not only documents 
the history of the northern approach 
to the New World but also includes 
the first maps to be based on infor
mation provided by Columbus, 
Cabot, and Balboa. Many of the 
maps are exquisitely hand colored 
by contemporary English, Dutch, 
and French cartographers.

"The Smith Collection is at the 
center of what is becoming a distinct 
interdisciplinary field—historical 
geography—combining American 
history, geography, cartography, cul
tural anthropology, and archae
ology," says Schwartz. "The collec

tion brought the entire period of 
exploration and settlement, as well 
as an important slice of the Europe
an cultural mind, within our reach. 
We can clearly trace not only the 
physical activity of Europeans in a 
new landscape and the forces that 
sent them, but their intellectual re
sponses to it as well."

One of the project's purposes is to 
examine the cultural biases of histor
ical perception, to which the maps 
bear important iconographic testi
mony. Europeans were eager to 
make the strange New World famil
iar by impressing upon it a complex 
structure of European suppositions 
and traditions. In the process, native 
American reality was often sub
merged. "In general, the map of 
America drawn from the native per
spective is missing," Schwartz says, 
"but the Norumbega project will illu
minate it."

The project also examines Maine's 
place in the discovery of America. 
Such events as Cabot's exploration of 
Maine's coast in 1497; the voyages of 
Verrazzano and Gomez up the Pe
nobscot, the only major American 
estuary explored before 1529; the 
colonization of Maine by both the 
English and French in the early 
1600s; and the intercolonial takeover 
of Maine by the 1650s attest to 
Maine's importance in the early his
torical geography of America.

Another project goal is to focus 
public attention on the maps them
selves as rich and complex pictorial 
representations of both the real and 
the imaginary geography that the 
early explorers experienced. Each 
map is a complex text that incorpo
rates the multiple acts of observation 
and interpretation by which the ex
plorers tried to understand the land.

Kicking off the project in February 
1988 in Portland was "Norumbega 
and the New Geography," a sympo
sium for Maine scholars whose key
note speaker, John Stilgoe, professor 
of visual and environmental studies



Opposite: "Norumbega et 
Virginia," by the Antwerp 
cartographer Cornelius Wyt- 
fliet, marks the high point in 
the evolution of "Norum
bega." Above: The north- 
south axis is reversed in this 
map of the east coast, “Nova 
Belgica et Anglia Nova," 
1665, by Willem Janszoon 
Blaeu. Right: By 1624, John 
Smith's map called the region 
"New England."

at Harvard University, spoke on re
cent developments in historical 
geography. "He pointed out that 
knowledge of geography has de
clined in the schools because the 
subject has been taught as a science 
and not as part of the humanities," 
says Schwartz. "Current events are 
often emphasized in social studies 
classes without regard for the inter
action of places and events in his
tory." The Norumbega project, she 
says, attempts to place Maine in his
torical perspective and to generate in 
Maine's citizens some of the excite
ment experienced by the area's early 
explorers.

One item in the exhibition is a 
map of "Norumbega et Virginia," 
drawn in 1597 by Cornelius Wytfliet, 
that depicts the region as one great 
territory encompassing the entire 
northeast coast. Later maps show 
Norumbega as coextensive with 
New England by 1616 and, consider

ably shrunken, as just part of the 
Province of Maine by 1662. The exhi
bition documents the magnetic ap
peal of Norumbega to explorers and, 
later, because of its wealth of natural 
resources, to the Puritans of Massa
chusetts Bay, who achieved econom
ic solvency through their trading 
posts there.

"The Norumbega project has 
hardly begun, but it promises to be a 
major cultural event in Maine," 
Schwartz says. "By offering a fresh 
look at the past and a broadening of 
historical consciousness, the project 
will provide a new context for dis
cussion of current issues related to 
Maine's coastal waters and land."

Through the Division of State Programs 
in 1987, the Maine Humanities Council 
received an exemplary award of $70,000 
in outright funds to complete "The Land 
of Norumbega: Maine in the Age of Ex
ploration and Settlement, 1498-1650."

Schedule of Events for 
"The Land of Norumbega

"The Land of Norumbega" 
opens on November 15, 1988, at 
the Portland Museum of Art.
The exhibition will display ob
jects not only from the Smith 
Cartographic Collection but also 
from private collectors, the 
Maine Historical Society, the 
Maine State Museum, and the 
Maine State Library. A special 
section will contain early naviga
tional instruments from the Pea
body Museum in Salem, Massa
chusetts.

Scheduled to remain in Port
land until January 22, 1989, the 
exhibition will then travel to the 
Hudson Museum at the Univer
sity of Maine, Orono, in early 
March.

On December 2 and 3, 1988, 
the Maine Humanities Council 
will host an international, public 
conference on Norumbega, 
which has already attracted dis
tinguished participants in the 
fields of cartography, history, 
geography, and anthropology.

In 1989, a series of programs 
for teachers and librarians will 
offer resources and methods for 
teaching historical geography. In 
addition, a five-part reading and 
discussion program will be held 
in twenty-four communities 
throughout Maine. The program 
will include a slide show and lec
ture based on the exhibition and 
discussions of primary texts of 
the early explorers and settlers.

—R.S.L.
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♦  Adele Mellen Prize for "distinguished 
contribution to scholarship," 1986.
Barstow, Anne L. Joan of Arc: Heretic, 
Mystic, Shaman. Studies in Women and 
Religion, vol. 17. Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin 
Mellen Press, 1986.

♦  American Historical Association,
1987 Albert J. Beveridge Award for a dis
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United States, Latin America, or Canada 
from 1492 to the present.
Karasch, Mary C. Slave Life in Rio de 
Janeiro, 1808-1850. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1987.
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♦  American Historical Association,
1986 Albert B. Corey Prize
Axtell, James L. The Invasion Within, The 
Contest of Cultures in Colonial North Amer
ica. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1985.

♦  American Historical Association,
1987 Award for an outstanding mono
graph in U.S. history.
Kulikoff, Allan. Tobacco and Slaves: The 
Development of Southern Cultures in the 
Chesapeake, 1680-1800. Chapel Hill: Uni
versity of North Carolina Press, 1986.

♦  American Historical Association,
1987 Award for the best book on Italian 
history, Italian cultural history, or Italian- 
American relations.
Litchfield, R. Burr. Emergence of a Bu
reaucracy: The Florentine Patricians, 
1530-1790. Princeton: Princeton Univer
sity Press, 1986.

♦  American Revolution Round Table,
1987 Best Book Award; History Book 
Club Selection, December 1986
Slaughter, Thomas P. The Whiskey Re
bellion: Frontier Epilogue to the American 
Revolution. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1986.

♦  American Society of Composers, Au
thors, and Publishers, 1987 Deems Tay
lor Award
Bastin, Bruce. Red River Blues: The Blues 
Tradition in the Southeast. Chicago: Uni
versity of Illinois Press, 1986.

♦  American Society of Composers, Au
thors, and Publishers, 1986 Deems Tay
lor Award
Reich, Nancy B. Clara Schumann: The Art
ist and the Woman. Ithaca and London: 
Cornell University Press, 1985.

♦  Association for Asian Studies, Joseph 
Levenson Book Prize
Huang, Philip C.C. The Peasant Economy 
and Social Change in North China. Stan
ford: Stanford University Press, 1985.

♦  Association for Asian Studies, 1986 
Joseph Levenson Prize for the best book 
on pre-modern Chinese history; Univer
sity of California Press, 1987 Philip 
Lilienthal Prize for best book on Asia. 
Wakeman, Frederic, Jr. The Great Enter
prise: The Manchu Reconstruction of Imperi
al Order in Seventeenth-Century China. 2 
vols. Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univer
sity of California Press, 1985.

♦  Association of American Publishers,
1988 Award for Excellence in Profession
al and Scholarly Publishing for the best 
new PSP book in law.
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner,
eds. The Founders' Constitution. Vols. 1-5. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1987.

♦  Association of American Publishers, 
1988 Award for Excellence in Profession
al and Scholarly Publishing for the best 
new PSP book in the humanities.

Harley, J.B., and David Woodward, eds. 
The History of Cartography, Vol.l: Cartogra
phy in Prehistoric, Ancient, and Medieval 
Europe and the Mediterranean. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1987.

♦  Association of American Publishers,
1988 Award for Excellence in Profession
al and Scholarly Publishing for excel
lence in book design and production.
Dickens, Charles. Dickens' Working Notes 
for His Novels. Edited by Harry Stone. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1987.

♦  Bay Area Book Reviewers Associa
tion Award, 1987
Zelnik, Reginald E. A Radical Worker in 
Tsarist Russia: The Autobiography of Semen 
Ivanovich Kanatchikov. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1987.

♦ Choice Magazine's 1986 List of Out
standing Scholarly Books
Goldberg, Sander M. Understanding 
Terence. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1986.

♦  Conference on Christianity and Liter
ature 1985-86 recognition of "the book 
which has made the most distinguished 
contribution to the dialogue between lit
erature and the Christian faith."
Bloch, Chana. Spelling the Word: George 
Herbert and the Bible. Berkeley and Lon
don: University of California Press, 1985.

♦ Cinema Journal 1985 Award for Schol
arly Writing
Abel, Richard. "On the Threshold of 
French Film Theory and Criticism, 
1915-1919." Cinema Journal 25, no. 1 (Fall, 
1985)12-33.

♦  Conference on Latin American Histo
ry, Honorable Mention for the Herbert 
Eugene Bolton Memorial Prize for the
best book in English on Latin American 
history.
Bergquist, Charles. Labor in Latin Amer
ica: Comparative Essays on Chile, Argentina, 
Venezuela, and Colombia. Stanford: Stan
ford University Press, 1986.

♦  European Commission, First Europe
an Prize for the Translation of Poetry, 
1987
Ritsos, Yannis. Exile and Return: Selected 
Poems, 1967-1974. Translated by Edmund 
Keeley. New York: Ecco Press, 1985.

♦  Frederic W. Connor Prize in the His
tory of Ideas, 1986
Braswell, Mary Flowers. "Sin, the Lady, 
and the Law: The English Noblewoman 
in the Late Middle A ges." Medievalia et 
Humanistica, 1986.

♦  Gold Medal of the Commonwealth
1987 Prize honoring the finest works of 
literature by a California author in the 
field of nonfiction.
Weber, Eugen. France: Fin de Siecle. Cam
bridge, Mass., and London: Harvard 
University Press, 1986.

♦  International Congress on Women in 
Music, 1986 Pauline Alderman Award
Smith, Catherine P., with Cynthia S. 
Richardson. Mary Carr Moore: American 
Composer. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1987.

♦  International Musicological Congress
1985 Award for the best musicological 
work.
Palisca, Claude V. Humanism in Italian 
Renaissance Musical Thought. New Haven 
and London: Yale University Press, 1985.

♦  Jefferson Award from the State of 
Missouri, 1985
Conroy, Jack. The Weed King and Other 
Stories. Edited by Douglas Wixson. West
port, Conn.: Lawrence Hill and Com
pany, 1985.

♦ Journal o f Philosophy, 1986 Johnso
nian Prize
Hardin, C. L. Color for Philosophers: Un
weaving the Rainbow. Indianapolis:
Hackett Publishing Company, 1988.

♦  MacArthur Foundation Award
Fleischer, Cornell H. Bureaucrat and Intel
lectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian 
Mustafa Ali (1541-1600). Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1986.

♦  Margaret Church Memorial Award,
1986 (co-winner)
Beattie, Thomas C. "Moments of Mean
ing Dearly Achieved: Virginia Woolf's 
Sense of an Ending." Modern Fiction 
Studies, 1986.

♦  Modem Language Association, 1986 
Howard R. Marraro Prize for an out
standing scholarly study in Italian 
literature.
Cambon, Glauco G. Michelangelo's Poetry: 
Fury of Form. Princeton: Princeton Uni
versity Press, 1985.

♦  National Book Critics Circle Award 
for Biography, 1987
Howard, Donald R. Chaucer: His Life, His 
Works, His World. New York: E. P. Dut
ton, 1987.

♦  National Jewish Book Award, 1986.
Segal, Alan F. Rebecca's Children: Judaism 
ana Christianity in the Roman World. Cam
bridge and London: Harvard University 
Press, 1986.

♦  New Jersey Historical Commission, 
1986 Richard P. McCormick Prize for
scholarly publications.
Landsman, Ned C. Scotland and Its First 
American Colony, 1683-1765. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1985.
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♦  New York Times recognition as one of 
the sixteen best books of 1987.
Pyne, Stephen. The Ice: A Journey to Ant
arctica. Iowa City: University of Iowa 
Press, 1986.

♦  Phi Beta Kappa Christian Gauss 
Award, 1987
Barkan, Leonard. The Gods Made Flesh: 
Metamorphosis and the Pursuit of Paganism. 
New Haven and London: Yale University 
Press, 1986.

♦ Phi Kappa Phi Society Award, Hon
orable Mention
Slater, Niall. Plautus in Performance: The 
Theatre of the Mind. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1985.

♦  Pulitzer Prize, 1986
Frank, Elizabeth. Louise Bogan: A Por
trait. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.

♦  Society for Historians of the Early 
American Republic, 1987 Annual Book 
Prize
Faragher, John M. Sugar Creek: Life on the 
Illinois Prairie. New Haven and London: 
Yale University Press, 1987.

♦ Theatre Library Association of Amer
ica, 1986 George Freedley Memorial 
Award
Kennedy, Dennis. Granville Barker and the 
Dream of Theatre. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Cambridge University Press, 1985.

♦  Vucinich Prize, 1987
Brooks, Jeffrey. When Russia Learned to 
Read: Literacy and Popular Literature, 
1861-1917. Princeton: Princeton Univer
sity Press, 1985.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
ANTHROPOLOGY
Carr, Annemarie Weyl. Byzantine Illumi
nation, 1150-1250: The Study of a Provincial 
Tradition. Chicago and London: Univer
sity of Chicago Press, 1987.
Frisbie, Charlotte J. Navajo Medicine Bun
dles or Jish: Acquisition, Transmission, and 
Disposition in the Past and Present. Albu
querque: University of New Mexico 
Press, 1987.
Gillispie, Charles Coulston, and Michel 
Dewachter, eds. Monuments of Egypt, 
the Napoleonic Edition: The Complete Ar
chaeological Plates from "La Description 
de VEgypte." Princeton: Princeton Archi
tectural Press, 1987.
Gilmore, David D. Aggression and Com
munity: Paradoxes of Andalusian Culture. 
New Haven and London: Yale University 
Press, 1987.
Gilmore, David D., ed. Honor and Shame 
and the Unity of the Mediterranean. Wash
ington, D.C.: A Special Publication of the 
American Anthropological Association, 
no. 22, 1987.
Gudeman, Stephen. Economics as Culture: 
Models and Metaphors of Livelihood. Boston 
and London: Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1986.
Keeler, Ward. Javanese Shadow Plays, Jav
anese Selves. Princeton: Princeton Univer
sity Press, 1987.

MacGaffey, Wyatt. Religion and Society in 
Central America: The BaKongo of Lower 
Zaire. Chicago and London: University 
of Chicago Press, 1986.
Marcus, George E., and Michael M.J. 
Fischer. Anthropology as Cultural Critique: 
An Experimental Moment in the Human Sci
ences. Chicago and London: University of 
Chicago Press, 1986.
Metcalf, Peter A. A Borneo Journey into 
Death: Berawan Eschatology from Its Rituals. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1982.
Nettl, Bruno. The Western Impact on World 
Music: Change, Adaptation, and Survival. 
New York: Schirmer Books, 1985.
Roller, Lynn E. Gordion Special Studies, 
Vol.I: Nonverbal Graffiti, Dipinti, and 
Stamps. Philadelphia: University Muse
um, University of Pennsylvania, 1987.
Shapiro, Gary, ed. "Archaeology at San 
Luis: Broad-scale Testing, 1984—1985." 
Florida Archaeology 3, 1987.
Van Andel, Tjerd H., and Susan B. Sut
ton. Landscape and People of the Franchthi 
Region. Bloomington and Indianapolis: 
Indiana University Press, 1987.

ARTS— HISTORY AND 
CRITICISM
Allen, John J. The Reconstruction of a 
Spanish Golden Age Playhouse: El Corral del 
Principe, 1583-1744. Gainesville: Univer
sity Presses of Florida, 1986.
Becker, Judith, ed. Karawitan: Source 
Readings in Javanese Gamelan and Vocal 
Music, Vol. 2. Ann Arbor: Center for 
South and Southeast Asian Studies, The 
University of Michigan, 1987.
Bernstein, David J. The Mystery of the 
Bayeux Tapestry. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1986.
Biebuyck, Daniel. The Arts of Zaire, Vol.
II, Eastern Zaire: The Ritual and Artistic 
Context of Voluntary Associations. Berkeley, 
Los Angeles, and London: University or 
California Press, 1987.
Boucher, B. Iacopo Sansovino: L'Altarolo 
Mediceo. Translated by G. Ragionieri. 
Florence: Museo Nazionale del Barcello,
1987.
Byrd, William. The Byrd Edition, Vol.14: 
Psalmes, Songs, and Sonnets (1611). Edited 
by John Morehen. London: Stainer and 
Bell; New York: Galaxy Music Corpora
tion, 1987.
Desser, David. Eros Plus Massacre: An In
troduction to the Japanese New Wave Cin
ema. Bloomington and Indianapolis: In
diana University Press, 1988.
Donaldson, Thomas E. Hindu Temple Art 
of Orissa, Vol. 3. Studies in South Asian 
Culture, vol. 11. New York: E.J. Brill, 
Leiden, 1987.

Emlen, Robert P. Shaker Village Views: Il
lustrated Maps and Landscape Drawings by 
Shaker Artists of the Nineteenth Century. 
Hanover and London: University Press 
of New England, 1987.
Floreen, John Eric, ed. Johann Nepomuk 
Hummel: Mass in C. Belwin Mills Publish
ing Corporation, 1986.
Gordon, Alden R. Masterpieces from Ver
sailles: Three Centuries of French Portraiture. 
Washington, D.C.: National Portrait Gal
lery, Smithsonian Institution, 1983.
Hales, Peter B. William Henry Jackson and 
the Transformation of American Landscape. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 
1988.
Kerman, Joseph. Contemplating Music: 
Challenges to Musicology. Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1985.
Krauss, Rosalind E. Richard Sena: Sculp
ture. Edited by Laura Rosenstock. New 
York: Museum of Modern Art, 1986.
Martin, John W. The Golden Age of French 
Cinema, 1929-1939. Boston: Twayne Pub
lishers, 1983.
Mather, Betty Bang. Dance Rhythms of the 
French Baroque: A Handbook for Perfor
mance. Bloomington and Indianapolis: 
Indiana University Press, 1987.
McGaha, Michael D., trans. Lo Fingido 
Verdadero: Acting Is Believing: A Tragi
comedy in Three Acts by Lope de Vega. San 
Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1986.
Meserve, Walter J. An Emerging Entertain
ment: The Drama of the American People to 
1828. Bloomington and London: Indiana 
University Press, 1977.
Meserve, Walter J. Heralds of Promise: The 
Drama of the American People During the 
Age of Jackson, 1829-1849. New York and 
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press,
1986.
Neumann, Frederick. Ornamentation and 
Improvisation in Mozart. Princeton, N.J., 
and Guildford, Surrey: Princeton Uni
versity Press, 1986.
Ortolani, Benito, ed. International Bibli
ography of Theatre: 1984. New York: The
atre Research Data Center, 1987.
Picker, Martin, ed. The Motet Books of An
drea Antico. Chicago and London: Uni
versity of Chicago Press, 1987.
Pollini, John. The Portraiture of Gains and 
Lucius Caesar. New York: Fordham Uni
versity Press, 1987.
Reich, Nancy B. Clara Schumann: The Art
ist and the Woman. Ithaca and London: 
Cornell University Press, 1985.
Savory, Jerold J. The Vanity Fair Gallery: A 
Collector's Guide to the Carcicatures. South 
Brunswick and New York: A. S. Barnes 
and Company, 1979.
Smith, Catherine P., and Cynthia S. 
Richardson. Mary Carr Moore: American 
Composer. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1987.
Spaethling, Robert. Music and Mozart in 
the Life of Goethe. Columbia, S.C.: 
Camden House, 1987.
van den Toorn, Peter C. Stravinsky and 
"The Rite of Spring": The Beginnings of a 
Musical Language. Berkeley and Los An-

feles: University of California Press,
987.
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Wagner, Sallie R.; J.J. Brody; and Beati- 
en Yazz. Yazz: Navajo Painter. Flagstaff, 
Ariz.: Northland Press, 1983.
Zsuffa, Joseph. Bela Balazs, the Man and 
the Artist. Berkeley, Los Angeles, and 
London: University of California Press,
1987.

CLASSICS
L'Annee Philologique: Bibliographie Critique 
et Analytique de I'Antiquite Greco-Latine, 
Vol.LVI: Bibliographie de I'Annee 1985. 
Compiled by Juliette Ernst, Victor 
Poeschl  ̂ana William C. West. Paris: So- 
ciete d'Edition—Les Belles Lettres, 1987.
Bagnall, Roger S.; Alan Cameron; Seth 
R. Schwartz; and Klaas A. Worp. Consuls 
of the Later Roman Empire. Philological 
Monographs of the American Phi
lological Association, no. 36. Atlanta: 
Scholars Press, 1987.
Boatwright, Mary Taliafero. Hadrian and 
the City of Rome. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1987.
Flory, Stewart. The Archaic Smile of Herod
otus. Detroit: Wayne State University 
Press, 1987.
Gentili, Bruno. Poetry and Its Public in 
Ancient Greece: From Homer to the Fifth 
Century. Translated by A. Thomas Cole. 
Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1988.
Goldberg, Sander M. Understanding 
Terence. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1986.
May, James M. Trials of Character: The Elo
quence of Ciceronian Ethos. Chapel Hill 
and London: University of North Car
olina Press, 1988.
Ostwald, Martin. From Popular Sovereign
ty to the Sovereignty of Law: Law, Society, 
and Politics in Fifth-Century Athens. Berke
ley and London: University of California 
Press, 1986.
Philoponus, John. Philoponus: Against Ar
istotle on the Eternity of the World. Trans
lated by Christian Wilding. Edited by 
Richard Sorabji. London: Gerald Duck
worth and Co., Ltd., 1987.
Porter, David H. Horace's Poetic Journey: A 
Reading of Odes I-1II. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1987.
Porter, David H. Only Connect: Three 
Studies in Greek Tragedy. Lanham, Md., 
and New York: University Press of 
America, 1987.
Schein, Seth L. The Mortal Hero: An Intro
duction to Homer's Iliad. Berkeley and 
London: University of California Press,
1984.

HISTORY— NON-U.S.
Ascher, Abraham. The Revolution of 1905: 
Russia in Disarray. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1988.
Barstow, Anne Llewellyn. Joan of Arc: 
Heretic, Mystic, Shaman. Studies in Wom
en and Religion, vol. 17. Lewiston, N.Y.: 
Edwin Mellen Press, 1986.
Beckwith, Christopher I. The Tibetan Em
pire in Central Asia: A History of the Strug
gle for Great Power among Tibetans, Turks, 
Arabs, and Chinese during the Early Middle 
Ages. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1987.

Brooks, Jeffrey. When Russia Learned to 
Read: Literacy and Popular Literature, 
1861-1917. Princeton: Princeton Univer
sity Press, 1985.
Browne, Thomas Henry. The Napoleonic 
War Journal of Captain Thomas Henry 
Browne, 1807-1816. Edited by Roger Nor
man Buckley. London: Bodley Head,
1987.
Brundage, James A. Law, Sex, and Chris
tian Society in Medieval Europe. Chicago 
and London: University of Chicago 
Press, 1987.
Clark, Linda L. Social Darwinism in 
France. University, Ala.: University of Al
abama Press, 1984.
Cocks, Geoffrey. Psychotherapy in the 
Third Reich: The Goring Institute. New 
York and Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1985.
Darwin, Charles. The Correspondence of 
Charles Darwin: Vol.3, 1844-1846. Edited 
by Frederick Burkhardt and Sydney 
Smith. Cambridge, New York, New 
Rochelle, Melbourne, and Sydney: Cam
bridge University Press, 1987.
Davidson, Martha, ed. Picture Collec
tions, Mexico: A Guide to Picture Sources in 
the United Mexican States. Metuchen, N.J., 
and London: Scarecrow Press, 1988.
Diephouse, David J. Pastors and Pluralism 
in Wurttemberg, 1918-1933. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1987.
Eisenstadt, Abraham S., ed. Reconsider
ing Tocqueville's "Democracy in America." 
New Brunswick, N.J., ana London: 
Rutgers University Press, 1988.
Eley, Geoff. The Peculiarities of German 
History: Bourgeois Society and Politics in 
Nineteenth-Century German. Oxford and 
New York: Oxford University Press,
1984.
Embree, Ainslie T., editor-in-chief. En
cyclopaedia of Asian History, vols. 1-4.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons; Lon
don: Collier Macmillan, 1988.
Fields, Philip M., trans. The History of al- 
Tabari, Vol.37; The Abbasid Recovery. Bibli- 
otheca Persica, edited by Ehsan Yar- 
Shater. Albany: State University of New 
York, 1987.
Fleischer, Cornell H. Bureaucrat and Intel
lectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian 
Mustafa Ali (1541-1600). Princeton, N.J.: 
Princeton University Press, 1986. 
Gelbart, Nina Rattner. Feminine and Op
position Journalism in Old Regime France. 
Berkeley and London: University of Cali
fornia Press, 1987.
Goldstein, Jan. Console and Classify: The 
French Psychiatric Profession in the Nine
teenth Century. Cambridge and New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 1987.

Gray, Marion W. Prussia in Transition: So
ciety and Politics under the Stein Reform 
Ministry of 1808. Transactions of the 
American Philosophical Society, vol. 76, 
part 1. Philadelphia: The American Phil
osophical Society, 1986.
Jansson, Maija, and William B. Bidwell,
eds. Proceedings in Parliament 1625. The 
Yale Center for Parliamentary History, 
J.H. Hexter, director. New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1987.
Kagan, Donald. The Fall of the Athenian 
Empire. Ithaca and London: Cornell Uni
versity Press, 1987.
Karant-Nunn, Susan C. Zwickau in Trans
lation, 1500-1547: The Reformation as an 
Agent of Change. Columbus: Ohio State 
University Press, 1987.
Katsu, Kokichi. Musui's Story: The Auto
biography of a Tokugawa Samurai. Trans
lated by Teruko Craig. Tucson: Univer
sity of Arizona Press, 1988.
Kelly, Alfred, trans. and ed. The German 
Worker: Working-Class Autobiographies from 
the Age of Industrialization. Berkeley, Los 
Angeles, and London: University of Cali
fornia Press, 1987.
Kircher, Athasius. China Illustrata, with 
Sacred and Secular Monuments, Various 
Spectacles of Nature and Art, and Other 
Memorabilia. Oriental Series, vol.6. Trans
lated by Charles Van Tuyl. Bloomington: 
Indiana University Research Institute for 
Inner Asian Studies, 1987.
Kowalski, Jeff Karl. The House of the Gov
ernor: A Maya Palace at Uxmal, Yucatan, 
Mexico. The Collection of the American 
Indian Series. Norman and London: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1987.
Larkin, Emmet. The Consolidation of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Ireland, 
1860-1870. Chapel Hill and London: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1987. 
Lincoln, W. Bruce. Passage through Arma
geddon: The Russians in War and Revolu
tion, 1914-1918. New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1986.
Litchfield, R. Burr. Emergence of a Bu
reaucracy: The Florentine Patricians, 
1530-1790. Princeton: Princeton Univer
sity Press, 1986.
Macey, David A.J. Government and Peas
ant in Russia, 1861-1906: The Prehistory of 
the Stolypin Reforms. De Kalb: Northern 
Illinois University Press, 1987.
MacFarquhar, Roderick, and John K. 
Fairbank, eds. The Cambridge History of 
China: Vol.14, The People's Republic, Part 1: 
Emergence of Revolutionary China, 
1949-1965. Denis Twitchett and John K. 
Fairbank, general editors. Cambridge, 
London, New York, New Rochelle, 
Melbourne, and Sydney: Cambridge 
University Press, 1987.
McIntosh, Marjorie K. Autonomy and 
Community: The Royal Manor of Havering, 
1200-1500. Cambridge Studies in Medi
eval Life and Thought. 4th Series, 5. 
Cambridge and London: Cambridge 
University Press, 1986.
McKnight, Brian E., ed. Law and the State 
in Traditional East Asia: Six Studies on the 
Sources of East Asian Law. Asian Studies at 
Hawaii, no. 33. Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii Press, 1987.
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McNeal, Robert H. Tsar and Cossack, 
1855-1914. St. Anthony's/Macmillan Se
ries. Houndmills, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, and London: Macmillan,
1987.
Nicholas, David. The Metamorphosis of a 
Medieval City: Ghent in the Age of the Ar- 
teveldes, 1302-1390. Lincoln and London: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 
Prager, Jeffrey. Building Democracy in 
Ireland: Political Order and Cultural Integra
tion in a Newly Independent Nation. Cam
bridge, London, New York, New 
Rochelle, Melbourne, and Sydney: Cam
bridge University Press, 1986.
Reference Guide to the Iranian Oral History 
Project. Habib Ladievardi, project direc
tor. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univer
sity Press, 1987.
Riley, James C. The Seven Years War and 
the Old Regime in France: The Economic and 
Financial Toll. Princeton: Princeton Uni
versity Press, 1986.
Romano, Dennis. Patricians and Popolani: 
The Social Foundations of the Venetian Re
naissance State. Baltimore and London: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1987.
Rossabi, Morris. Khubilai Khan: His Life 
and Times. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1988.
Shank, Michael H. “Unless You Believe, 
You Shall Not Understand": Logic, Univer
sity, and Society in Late Medieval Vienna. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1988.
Siraisi, Nancy G. Avicenna in Renaissance 
Italy: The "Canon" and Medical Teaching in 
Italian Universities after 1500. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1987.
Slavin, Arthur J. The Tudor Age and Be
yond: England from the Black Death to the 
End of the Age of Elizabeth. Malabar, Fla.: 
Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company,
1987.
Smith, Lacy Baldwin. Treason in Tudor 
England: Politics and Paranoia. London: 
Jonathan Cape, 1986.
Stedman, John Gabriel. Narrative of a 
Five Year Expedition Against the Revolted 
Negroes of Surinam. Edited by Richard 
Price and Sally Price. Baltimore, Md., 
and London: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1988.
Weber, Eugen. France: Fin de Siecle. Cam
bridge, Mass., and London: Harvard 
University Press, 1986.
Yarshater, Ehsan, ed. Encyclopaedia 
lranica, vol. 3, fascicle 2. London and 
New York: Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1988.
Yarshater, Ehsan, ed. Encyclopedia lranica, 
vol. 3, fascicles 3 and 4. London and 
New York: Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1988.
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Achenbaum, W. Andrew. Social Security: 
Visions and Revisions: A Twentieth Century 
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don: Cambridge University Press, 1986.
Axtell, James. After Columbus: Essays in 
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New York and Oxford: Oxford Univer
sity Press, 1988.

Baker, Jean H. Mary Todd Lincoln: A Bio
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Norton and Company, 1987.
Benedict, Michael Les. The Fruits of Vic
tory: Alternatives in Restoring the Union, 
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GUIDE for those who are thinking 

of applying for an NEH grant

Why States Go Regional
BY CA RO LIN E TAYLOR

S uppose a state humanities council 
supports an exhibition, a lecture 

series, and a reading discussion pro
gram to commemorate a significant 
national event like the C ivil War. Sup
pose the council in a neighboring state 
supports a film and a traveling chau- 
tauqua on the same subject. Some 
overlap in the scholarly research and 
materials selected for the programs in 
each state is likely to occur.

The volunteers who donate long 
hours of their labors to governing state 
humanities councils must wisely invest 
the federal, state, and private funds 
that they administer. For many state 
humanities councils, regional pro
gramming provides a way to stretch 
dollars and resources by using more 
cost-effective systems for distribution 
and reuse of materials that have al
ready been produced. With such sys
tems in place, it is possible to reach 
audiences in more isolated areas and 
to undertake more ambitious proj
ects— those that explore the geograph
ical and historical bonds that join the 
inhabitants of many states together in a 
common heritage.

Recently, several state humanities 
councils have considered, and at least 
one has implemented, projects that 
reach public audiences beyond the 
borders of a single state. The first re
gional project, launched in 1983 by 
Nebraska, Kansas, South Dakota, and 
North Dakota, was the Great Plains 
Chautauqua, which has now received 
direct support from NEH and which is 
described in greater detail in "Bigtop 
in a Little Town" on page 8. Other re
gional projects, now in the planning

stages, offer promise of reaching larger 
audiences with more efficient use of 
resources. Here are a few examples:

Trails That Tie Us Together

After they received a donation of ap
proximately $40,000 worth of equip
ment and services from Apple Com 
puters, state humanities councils in 
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico,
Utah, and Wyoming formed the Rocky 
Mountain Humanities Resource Net
work. The network provides an elec
tronic link among the state council re
source centers whereby packaged 
media and discussion programs based 
on historical and cultural commonali
ties within the region can be obtained 
by any eligible regrantee within any of 
the five states.

The Rocky Mountain Network now 
plans to move beyond resource shar
ing to develop a traveling exhibition 
based on prehistoric, historical, and 
contemporary trails that have linked 
inhabitants of the intermountain re
gion. The exhibition, which will be 
tied to lecture and discussion pro
grams in each state, is expected to 
travel to twenty-five sites in a period of 
sixteen months.

Lewis and Clark Exploration Series

Another trail links eleven midwestern, 
intermountain, and northwestern states 
in a common historical experience. 
Nebiaska, Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, llli- 

.nois, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Wash
ington have received support to plan a 
series of public symposia examining
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the central themes of exploration in 
the American experience along the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition route.

The councils plan to hold meetings 
that will clarify the thematic focus of 
the symposia and aid in identifying ap
propriate scholars and resources for 
the series. The series is timed to occur 
before 1992 so that the most recent 
scholarship on explorations will be 
made available to scholars and others 
involved in projects relating to the Co
lumbian Quincentenary and its theme 
of encounters.

Always a River

Was it the success of the NEH and 
West Virginia-supported exhibition 
"The Ohio River Odyssey," which fo
cused on the river's role in the region's 
development? Or was it the river boat 
captain's generous offer to tow his barge 
up and down the Ohio River for free? 
These and undoubtedly other reasons 
have united the humanities councils of 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and 
West Virginia in pursuit of cooperative 
regional programming.

Joined in 1988 by Pennsylvania, the 
councils received support to conduct a 
two-day project planning conference 
in which participants will examine 
ways to expand the "Always a River" 
theme. Possibilities under considera
tion include a traveling exhibition to 
sites along the Ohio River, a museum- 
based exhibition in major population 
centers, library reading and discussion 
programs, a public history conference, 
a program for the schools, and a bib
liographic and collections registry to 
be published by a regional press.

Regional Resource Sharing

In 1987 the Connecticut Humanities 
Council received support for a plan
ning grant to determine how public 
humanities programs could be made 
more accessible to audiences through
out New England by sharing existing 
resources and materials. During the 
last four years, a number of state coun
cils supported, or received direct NEH 
support, to produce high-quality pro
gram materials for audiences in all of 
the New England states. Although

these traveling museum exhibitions, 
films, and materials for scholar-led 
book discussion programs all have the 
potential for reuse, no system exists to 
control circulation and redistribution.

With support from other New En
gland humanities councils, who have 
recently established the New England 
Humanities Foundation, the Connecti
cut council will use its planning grant 
to examine the type of system for re
source sharing that should be estab
lished for the region. The council will 
seek answers to these and other ques
tions: What materials should the sys
tem contain? What organization or in
stitutions should be involved in its 
administration? What procedures 
should be adopted for establishing 
programs with a regional focus? What 
financial base will be necessary to 
support these efforts?

Further information about regional 
programs may be obtained from the 
NEH Division of State Programs, 1100 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 
411, Washington, D.C. 20506 
202/786-0254.
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Congress Earmarks $8 Million 
Increase for NEH Preservation 
Program

The 1989 appropriations bill for NEH, 
signed by President Reagan on Sep
tember 27, increases current funding 
for the NEH Preservation Program by 
nearly $8 million. Funding for the En
dowment's Office of Preservation will 
be $12.33 million for the fiscal year. 
The additional funds will support the 
transfer to microfilm of the texts of de
teriorating books and other materials 
printed on paper made from wood 
pulp. NEH will continue to support the 
U.S. Newspaper Program, a national 
effort to locate, catalogue, and pre
serve on microfilm the newspapers 
published in the United States since 
1690. The increased funding will also 
support projects for education and 
training, for regional preservation ser
vices, and for research and develop
ment of new preservation techniques.

The fiscal year 1989 appropriation 
also includes $25 million for the D iv i
sion of State Programs, an increase of 
$3.7 million over previous funding for 
the state councils. The increased funds 
will support new levels of service and 
programming for the states.

In the new fiscal year, which began 
October 1, NEH receives $153 mil
lion, which is up $12.6 million from 
previous appropriations.

Humanities Wins Award

In August, Humanities won first place 
in the 1988 Blue Pencil Competition 
of the National Association of Govern
ment Communicators. The award, in 
the category for periodicals of two or 
more colors for a professional or tech
nical audience, recognizes "outstand
ing government publications and their 
producers."

The magazine's previous awards in
clude first place in the 1986 Blue Pen
cil Competition and the 1984 Golden 
Lamp Award of the Educational Press 
Association of America.

Cast your vote
for Humanities!

COM ING IN JANUARY: Egypt before and after the pharaohs and religious 
studies in America.
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Area code for all telephone numbers is 202. Deadline
For project 
beginning

Division of Education P r o g r a m s —jerry l. Martin, Director 786-0373

Higher Education in the Humanities— Lyn Maxwell White 786-0380 April 1, 1989 October 1989

Elementary and Secondary Education in the Humanities— Linda Spoerl 786-0377 January 8, 1989 July 1989

Teacher-Scholar Program for Elementary and Secondary School Teachers—
Linda Spoerl 786-0377 May 1, 1989 December 1989

Division of Fellowships and S e m in a r S - C u / n e v e r e L  Criest, Director 786-0458

Fellowships for University Teachers— Maben D. Herring 786-0466 June 1, 1989 January 1, 1990

Fellowships for College Teachers and Independent Scholars— Karen Fuglie 786-0466 June 1, 1989 January 1, 1990

Fellowships on the Foundations of American Society— Maben D. Herring, 786-0466 June 1, 1989 January 1, 1990

Summer Stipends— Joseph B. N eville 786-0466 October 1, 1989 May 1, 1990

Travel to Collections— Kathleen Mitchell 786-0463 January 15, 1989 June 1, 1989

Faculty Graduate Study Program for Historically Black Colleges and Universities—
Maben D. Herring 786-0466 March 15, 1989 September 1, 1990

Younger Scholars— Leon Bramson 786-0463 November 1, 1989 June 1, 1990

Summer Seminars for College Teachers— Stephen Ross 786-0463

Participants March 1, 1989 Summer 1989

Directors March 1, 1989 Summer 1990

Summer Seminars for School Teachers— Michael Hall 786-0463

Participants March 1, 1989 Summer 1989

Directors April 1, 1989 Summer 1990

Division of General Program s f o a/d Gibson, Director 786-0267

Humanities Projects in Media— James Dougherty 786-0278 March 17, 1989 October 1, 1989

Humanities Projects in Museums and Historical Organizations— Marsha Semmel 786-0284 June 9, 1989 January 1, 1990

Public Humanities Projects— Wilsonia Cherry 786-0271 March 17, 1989 October 1, 1989

Humanities Projects in Libraries— Thomas Phelps 786-0271

Planning February 3, 1989 July 1, 1989

Implementation March 17, 1989 October 1, 1989
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Area code for all telephone numbers is 202. Deadline
For project 
beginning

Division of Research Programs-R/cw Ekman, Director 786-0200
Texts— Margot Backas 786-0207

Editions— David Nichols 786-0207 June 1, 1989 April 1, 1990

Translations— Martha Chomiak 786-0207 June 1, 1989 April 1, 1990

Publication Subvention— Margot Backas 786-0207 April 1, 1989 October 1, 1989

Reference Materials— Charles Meyers 786-0358

Tools— Helen Aguera 786-0358 September 1, 1989 July 1, 1990

Access— Jane Rosenberg 786-0358 September 1, 1989 July 1, 1990

Interpretive Research— Daniel Jones 786-0210

Projects— David Wise 786-0210 October 15, 1989 July 1, 1990

Humanities, Science and Technology— Daniel Jones 786-0210 October 15, 1989 July 1, 1990

Regrants— Christine Kalke 786-0204

Conferences— Christine Kalke 786-0204 February 15, 1989 October 1, 1989

Centers for Advanced Study— David Coder 786-0204 December 1, 1989 July 1, 1990

Regrants for International Research— David Coder 786-0204 March 15, 1989 January 1, 1990

Regrants in Selected Areas— David Coder 786-0204 March 15, 1989 January 1, 1990

DlVISIOn Of State Programs— Marjorie A. Berlincourt, Director 786-0254
Each state humanities council establishes its own grant guidelines and application deadlines. 
Addresses and telephone numbers of these state programs may be obtained from the division.

OfflCe Of Challenge Grants— Harold Cannon, Director 786-0361 May 1, 1989 December 1, 1989

OfflCe of Preservation— George F. Farr, Jr., Senior Preservation Officer 786-0570

Preservation— George F. Farr, Jr. 786-0570 June 1, 1989 January 1, 1990

U.S. Newspaper Program—Jeffrey Field 786-0570 June 1, 1989 January 1, 1990

Guidelines are available from the Office o f Publications and Public Affairs two months in advance of the application deadlines.
Telecommunications device for the deaf: 786-0282.

DEADLINES
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