
Humanities
NEH Designs Summer Seminars for College Teachers
It was 1969 when a young professor, W ill G riffin, a r
rived on Maui, the th ird  island in the cha in of Hawaiian 
Islands, to becom e the only ph ilosophy teacher at 
Maui C om m unity  Co llege. The young ph ilosopher, 
fresh out of g raduate  school and com m itted  to teach 
ing at a com m unity  co llege, looked forw ard  to his job. 
The tw o-yea r schoo l was fina nc ia lly  stable. His s tu 
dents were b righ t and an in teresting m ix of Eastern 
cu ltu res. The trop ica l surround ings were lovely, lush 
and green. He was happy w ith  his pos ition  there.

B ut by 1976, seven years had passed and Griffin 
had "th e  itch .”

“ Call it trop ica l bra in rot o r w hateve r,”  he said 
recently, "b u t I had been seven years w ithou t d irect 
con tact w ith co lleagues in my fie ld. I was isolated, the 
on ly ph ilosophy teacher on a little  is land in the m id 
dle of the P ac ific .”

T ra ined in the rather eso teric  fie ld o f ph ilosoph ica l 
phenom enology, G riffin  craved access to a m ajor re
search lib rary and the intense ph ilosoph ica l d iscus
s ions he had known in his graduate school days. "I 
read the pro fessiona l journals, but all by m yse lf,”  he 
said. "I w ondered if I had a grasp o f the m aterial. I 
needed to get out of here to find out w hether I really 
was in touch at a ll.”

A lthough G riffin  fe lt out of touch on Maui, he was 
not surp rised to  learn tha t his com p la in t was com m on 
to m any professors. G riffin ’s story w as on ly  m ore d ra 
m atic because his schoo l was set in the m iddle of 
the P acific  Ocean. But thousands of teachers at sm all 
undergradua te schoo ls  across the coun try  report s im 
ilar susp ic ions  of c reep ing  in te llec tua l stagnation. 
W hile genera lly  happy w ith the ir teach ing posts, they 
too ge t "the  itch .”

A fte r all, teachers, espec ia lly  teachers at small 
schools, require  the stim ulus o f new ideas. They need 
som eth ing to com bat the in te llec tua l wear and tear 
im posed by the iso la tion, -heavy teach ing loads, and 
lim ited research fac ilit ie s  of sm alle r schools.

In 1972, Dr. Jam es H. B lessing, D irecto r of the 
D iv is ion of Fe llow sh ips of the N ational Endowm ent 
fo r the Hum anities, conce ived the so lu tion  to the p ro b 
lem: Sum m er Sem inars fo r C o llege Teachers. The 
program  provided teachers at undergradua te  and tw o- 
year co lleges the chance  to w ork  in the ir areas of 
scho la rsh ip  w ith  d is tingu ished  scho la rs  at institu tions 
w ith lib ra ries  su itab le  fo r advanced study. The sem i

nar aw ard to each ind iv idua l inc ludes a $2,000 s ti
pend and trave l a llow ance  up to $400.

The sem inars, each w ith twelve partic ipants, are 
offered in all d isc ip lin es  o f the hum anities and hu 
m an istic  socia l sciences. A pp lican ts  fo r the sem inars 
m ust have been teaching at least three years in a 
co llege  departm ent tha t does not have a doctora l 
program .

W ill G riffin  o f Maui C om m unity  College was a 1976 
pa rtic ipan t in the S um m er Sem inars fo r C o llege T each
ers program . He says the experience was un fo rge t
table. For e igh t weeks he and eleven other ph ilosophy 
teachers w orked in Berkeley, Californ ia , under in te r
na tiona lly -know n ph ilosophe r Dr. M arjorie G rene of 
the U n iversity of C a lifo rn ia  at Davis. S tudying the 
top ic  “ The Human C ond ition : Them es in Recent Euro
pean P h ilosophy,”  the group tack led  textual analysis 
of H e idegger’s Being and Time and M erleau -P on ty ’s 
Phenomenology of Perception. — ►

M arjorie  A lk ins  B erlincourt, Program Officer, Summer. 
Sem inars fo r C o llege Teachers
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In add ition , each pa rtic ipan t undertook an in d iv id 
ual research pro ject, reve lling in the riches of Dr. 
G rene ’s personal lib ra ry  and that of the U n iversity of 
C a lifo rn ia  at Berkeley. The pace was som etim es g ru e l
ing: m any were am azed at how much w ork they cou ld  
accom p lish  when insp ired.

Yet if the teachers were inspired, so too was the ir 
d irec tor. A fte r conducting  a s im ila r S um m er Sem inar 
in 19,75, Dr. Grene w ro te to NEH, “ In all the d ire c to r ’s 
years of teaching, w riting  and lectures, th is is c e r
ta in ly  the best p iece of w o rk  of any kind she has ever 
done. There is no doub t w hatever that th is  type of 
p rogram  is a superb opportun ity , both fo r the p a rtic i
pants and fo r the d irec to r, to find the kind of in te lle c 
tual exh ila ra tion  and com radesh ip  that teachers need 
recurren tly  if the ir teach ing is to g row  along w ith them  
as it ough t to d o .’ ’

M uch o f her excitem ent was p inned on the high 
levels of energy, expertise, desire  fo r know ledge, and 
s o c iab ility  d isp layed by the sem ina r's  twelve p a rtic i
pants, whom  she had handp icked from  90 or m ore 
app lican ts. 1 It’s d iffe ren t from  teach ing regu lar s tu 
de n ts ,”  Dr. Grene exp la ined in an in terview . “ This 
m eans a lot to them. The w ork  is m ore intense; you 
feel y o u ’re rea lly  do ing som eth ing. It’s very hard work, 
but very exc iting . I made a lot of new fr ie n d s .”

W hat developed in the sem inar— a com m unity  of 
scho la rs  and friends— seem s to have deve loped since 
then into a network o f co lleagues who share c o rre 
spondence, pro fessional papers and, when possib le, 
guest appearances on one ano the r’s cam puses. For 
teachers previously  iso lated, the benefits of th is ne t
w ork  and the in tim ate con tac t w ith a sen io r scho la r 
whom  they p robab ly  w o u ld n ’t have met o therw ise are 
inva luab le and con tinu ing assets.

As fo r W ill G riffin, the lonesom e ph ilosophe r in the 
South Pacific, Sum m er Sem inar 1976 has m ade a d if
fe rence  in his life. “ I plan to be here now ,”  he says 
from  Maui a year later. “ I’m still rea lly high on the 
program . Now I rea lize I am  in touch. I’m m ore co n 
fident in my ph ilosoph ica l presence in the com m u
n ity .”

A pp are n tly  the peop le  at Maui C om m unity College 
agree, fo r th is  year G riffin  was aw arded a Board of 
Regents m edal fo r “ Excellence in T each ing .”  A lready 
his increased con fidence  has inspired him to w rite  a 
m ajor paper fo r pub lica tion  in a ph ilosoph ica l journal.

T he program  prepara tion  began in Septem ber 
1972 when Dr. M arjorie  B erlincourt was brought in as 
a specia l consultant. Her assignm ent: design Sum m er 
Sem inars fo r C o llege Teachers. For six months, Dr. 
B e rlincou rt w orked alone, w ithou t even a secretary, 
devis ing the gu ide lines and w ork ing s tructure of the 
s e m in a r/s tip e n d  program  fo r w h ich  she found few  
precedents.

C erta in ly  there were o ther sum m er study program s

fo r co llege  teachers around: m ost were sta te-based 
o r reg ional or fo r a pa rticu la r schoo l or d isc ip line . 
But none com b ined  the scale, inc lus iveness and in 
tensity of the program  NEH desired. (For scale the 
now d iscon tinued  National S cience Foundation sem i
nars cam e closest, but there the groups were larger, 
the tim e shorter, and focus was p laced p rim arily  on 
lectures a im ed at te lling  the teachers about recent 
sc ien tific  developm ents.)

S um m er Sem inars, as the program  evolved under 
Dr. B erlincourt, is com petitive  on tw o levels: d irectors

■ and pa rtic ipan ts  both vie fo r th e ir spots. Each year in 
July, prospective  d irec to rs  subm it sem inar proposals 
fo r the fo llow ing  sum m er to the NEH program  office. 
These proposa ls  are judged  fo r exce llence and a p 
propria teness by specia l five -m em ber review panels 
com posed o f noted scho la rs and co llege  teachers 
who judge  p ro p o sa ls , in the ir own d isc ip lines. The 
qua lity  of the library fac ilit ie s  at the d ire c to rs ’ in s titu 
tions w e ighs heavily in the pa ne ls ’ considera tions. In 
Novem ber, the w inn ing p roposa ls are announced, fo l
low ing a second review by the National Council on 
the Hum anities.

Teachers w anting to jo in  pa rticu la r sem inars— they 
may app ly  to th ree— subm it the ir app lica tions  d irec tly  
to the sem ina r's  d irector. The d irec to r chooses the 
tw elve best-qua lified  cand idates fo r his o r her group. 
Aw ards fo r the e igh t-w eek (June-A ugust) sem inars 
are announced in A pril.

O rig ina lly  lim ited to one sem inar, pa rtic ipants  are 
now e lig ib le  to app ly fo r a second sem inar after two 
years have passed. The ru ling was changed to a c 
com m odate  teachers required to teach in a num ber 
of fie lds.

The firs t session of Sum m er Sem inars fo r C o l
lege Teachers opened in June 1973 w ith 21 sem inars 
in two d isc ip lines, History, and A m erican and English 
Literature. M arjo rie  Berlincourt, Program  Officer, was 
at the helm. Now, fou r years later, w ith a staff of five 
p ro fessiona ls and two secretaries, her program  is ad 
vancing under fu ll steam.

Sum m er Sem inars th is year presents 106 sem inars 
in 15 d isc ip lines. Target areas are determ ined, a c 
cord ing  to Dr. Berlincourt, by “ assessing the needs 
of undergradua te  facu lty  (to) ensure that the sem inars 
in a given sum m er prope rly  represent the m ost s ig 
n ifican t w ork  and that new areas are added in re 
sponse to national needs. In 1977, fo r exam ple, new 
sem inars were in itia ted in e thn ic  stud ies, area studies, 
film  and drama, and increased em phasis was placed 
on the con tinu ing need fo r m ore effective approaches 
to the teach ing of w riting  to unde rgradua tes .”

Just a few  of the 1977 sem inars ind ica te  the breadth 
of the program : Drama: "T heories  of the M odern 
S tage" d irected by R ichard G ilm an of the Yale School 
of Drama; H istory: "T he  C ritica l T ransition : P rogres-



siv ism  in the United States 1900-1920”  d irected by 
W illa rd  B. G atewood, Jr., of the University of A rkansas; 
M u s ic : "Johann Sebastian B ach ”  d irected by C hris 
toph W olff of Harvard University; A n th ro p o lo g y : A frican 
System s of T hough t”  d irec ted  by Thom as O. Beide l- 
man of New York U niversity; L in g u is tic s : "B ilin g u a l
ism: Social and Ind iv idua l A spe c ts ”  d irec ted  by B er
nard S po lsky of the U n iversity of New M exico; E ng lish : 
"V ic to rian  C ritica l T heo ry”  d irec ted  by G. B. Tenny
son of the Un iversity of C a lifo rn ia  at Los A ngeles; and 
P o lit ic a l S c ie nce : "D e fen dan ts ’ R ights in A m erican 
P ub lic  Law " d irec ted  by David Fellman of the U n iver
s ity  of W isconsin.

D irect results of teacher pa rtic ipa tion  in Sum m er 
Sem inars are not hard to p inpoin t. To date reports in 
c lude : new course w ork  designed and taught, teach 
ing and tenure awards, and m ajor papers read at p ro 
fess iona l m eetings of the stature of the M odern Lan
guage A ssocia tion , the Kalam azoo C onference on 
M edieval Studies, and the Southern A n th ropo log ica l 
A ssoc ia tion . Several sem inar groups have organized 
a lum ni newsletters to m ainta in pro fessional contact.

To the na tion ’s sm alle r schools, where funds for 
facu lty  deve lopm ent are severely lim ited, the Sum 
m er Sem inars aw ards m ust seem like m anna from  
heaven. One w e ll-know n C a lifo rn ia  co llege  reported ly 
budgets a m ere $3,200 in research funds fo r its entire 
100-m em ber facu lty. Many com m unity  co lleges have 
no such budget at all.

"Y ou  can im agine how tigh t the ir m oney is and 
w hat an im pact th is  program  has had,”  says Dr. 
B erlincourt. Putting it m ore to the point, P rinceton 
U n iversity pro fessor and fo rm er Sum m er Sem inar d i
rec to r Dr. Earl M iner states, "I would be hard pressed 
to th ink  of anything else tha t has had such an im pact 
on teach ing in th is country except the Gl B ill.”

T he story of Sum m er Sem inars fo r College 
Teachers is the story of M arjorie  A lk ins  B erlincourt, 
the wom an whose stam p the program  bears in every 
way.

M arjo rie  B e rlinco u rt’s looks are dece iv ing . With 
her 98 pounds ligh tly  d is tribu ted over a sm all, 5 -foo t 
4 -inch  fram e, her physica l presence is at firs t s ight 
d im inu tive , even frag ile . Her m anner is gentle  and 
friend ly, but she w ill stand her ground fo r a cause 
she be lieves in.

W hen hired as a consu ltan t by NEH in 1972, Mrs. 
B e rlincou rt b rought to the jo b  a rare com b ina tion  of 
qua lities: an academ ic w ith proved adm in is tra tive  cap a 
b ilities ; a background rich w ith past ach ievem ents; a 
Ph. D. in the C lassics from  Yale; three years as e d i
to ria l superv isor of techn ica l pub lica tions at a large 
in te rna tiona l co rpora tion ; th irteen years teach ing g ra d 
uate and undergradua te  courses in A nc ien t H istory 
and C lassica l Languages at C a lifo rn ia  co lleges; sch o l
arly pub lica tions on num ism atics and m edieval m anu

A Summer Sem inar student relaxing am id the wealth of books in Dr. M arjorie 
G rene’s lib ra ry

scrip ts. This varied, com p lex  background has enabled 
her to create the varied, com p lex program  of Sum m er 
Seminars.

Around the Sum m er Sem inars office at NEH head
quarters in W ashington, D. C., the first th ing noticed 
is the decep tive  ease and high speed of opera tions. 
The program  in fac t has ga ined a reputation at NEH 
as a pacesetter. Sum m er Sem inars p ioneered the sys
tem s fo r com pute riz ing  s ta tis tica l data and m ailing 
lists used th roughou t the Fe llow sh ips Division.

Many of the pa rtic ipan ts  and d irectors, expecting 
to find a huge federa l bu reaucracy running the p ro 
gram w h ich th is year generated 4,236 app lica tions  
(about ha lf the num ber rece ived in all of the F e llow 
ships D ivision, w h ich in turn generates about half the 
g rant ap p lica tions  w ith in  all of NEH), are v is ib ly  su r
prised upon m eeting the sm all Sum m er Sem inars staff. 
S urprise turns to shock when the rea lization hits that 
the same sm all staff a lso opera tes a second, co m 
plete ly separa te program  ca lled  Sum m er S tipends 
w hich annua lly  provides grants o f $2,500 each to 200 
co llege  and university facu lty, enab ling them  to pur-



sue sum m ertim e scho la rly  research.
Mrs. B e rlincou rt adm its the pace is hectic. Part of 

her ph ilo sop hy is tha t you d o n ’t g lide  a long year a fter 
year in the sam e way. You have to do th ings  d iffe ren tly  
each tim e. Each tim e you add d isc ip lin es  you haven ’t 
had before. That m eans you have to learn the top 
peop le  in tha t fie ld, the top  lib ra ries  and research c e n 
ters, and the m ajor areas o f in terest and con troversy 
in tha t fie ld. It takes a w h ile  to  acqu ire  a grasp of these 
th ings  and to know  w hat sem inars w ill be m ost v a l
uable. In 1978, several d isc ip lin es  w ill be offered fo r 
the firs t tim e: A fro -A m erican  Studies, C h icano Studies, 
and the H istory and P h ilosophy of Science.

A lw ays open to new ideas and approaches, the 
S um m er Sem inars staff is qu ick  to recogn ize un ique 
study oppo rtun itie s— like the  1975 sem inar on “ C h i
nese A rt H is to ry ”  w h ich  Dr. C hu-Tsing Li of the U n i
ve rs ity  of Kansas offered during the stay of the NEH- 
sponsored “ Chinese A rchaeo log ica l E xh ib ition ”  at the 
Nelson G alle ry  in nearby Kansas City. This sum m er, 
fo r the firs t tim e, a sem inar is being held overseas as 
Dr. L. R ichardson, Jr., of Duke University, takes his 
group to the Am erican A cadem y in Rome to study firs t
hand “ P rob lem s in the T opography of A nc ien t R om e.” 
Un iversities can now subm it proposa ls fo r jo in t p ro j
ects in w h ich  three o r fou r sem inars are offered s im u l
taneously as a unit. A no ther new idea is fund ing p ro 
posals from  private research libraries. Thus the scope 
o f o ffe rings is eve r-w iden ing , though the num ber of 
sem inars p robab ly  w ill s tab ilize  at about a hundred 
per year.

Courses by Newspaper-Crime and Justice in America

T o  d ate, 3,500 facu lty  m em bers from  m ore than 
800 co lleges  in all 50 states and Puerto Rico, Guam 
and the V irg in  Islands have partic ipa ted in 300 S um 
mer S em inars fo r C o llege Teachers. In 1977 there w ill 
be a to ta l of 1,259 pa rtic ipan ts  in the 106 sem inars. 
These teachers w ill com e from  each of the 50 states 
as w e ll as the D is tric t of C o lum b ia  and Puerto Rico.

A lm ost exc lus ive ly  post-sem inar reports resound 
w ith w ords o f praise.

. . One of the m ost stim u la ting  and rew arding 
experiences of my career. It was a un ique tim e set 
apart from  the academ ic  year exc lus ive ly  fo r re 
search and pro fessiona l developm ent, and I feel 
very gra te fu l. . .

" I t  was like a rea lly  good long d rink  of water. 
(And I was th irs ty .)”

G iven the m agnitude o f the Sum m er Sem inars task 
— to rev ita lize the facu lty  o f A m erica ’s sm all unde r
graduate  schoo ls  and thus to boost the qua lity  of 
educa tion  na tionw ide— one w ould presum e a fou r- 
year p rogram  history to be insuffic ien t fo r passing 
laudatory  review. But all ev idence points to the c o n 
trary: Sum m er Sem inars fo r C o llege Teachers has 
m ade im pressive  strides.

— Sally Ferguson

Course Outline 
U n de rs ta n d in g  C rim e
1. C rim e: No S im ple Solutions

Jerom e H. S ko ln ick— Course Coordinator and D i
rector ot the Center tor the Study of Law and 
Society, University ot California, Berkeley

In s titu tio n a liz e d  C rim e
2. W h ite -C o lla r C rim e

G ilbert G eis— Professor of Social Ecology, Univer
sity ot California, Irvine

3. O rgan ized C rim e
Francis lanni— Professor and Director, Horace 
Mann-Lincoln Institute, Teachers College, Colum
bia University

S tree t C rim e
4. The Urban C rim e Problem

Jam es F. Short, Jr.— Professor of Sociology; 
Washington State University

5. Sex and Crim e
Lois DeFleur Nelson— Professor of Sociology, 
Washington State University; Visiting Professor, 
U.S. A ir Force Academy

6. Race and Crim e
A lphonso  Pinkney— Professor of Sociology, Hunter 
College, City University of New York

C rim in a l Law
7. The P h ilosophy of C rim ina l Law

G ertrude Ezorsky— Professor ot Philosophy, 
Brooklyn College, City University of New York

8. The L im its of C rim ina l Law: N on-V ic tim  Crim es 
John Kaplan— the Jackson Eli Reynolds Professor 
of Law, Stanford University

9. C ivil L iberties and C rim ina l Law
Judge Dam on J. Keith— Federal D istrict Court, 
Eastern Division of M ichigan

The A d m in is tra tio n  o f C rim ina l J u s tic e
10. Police: Law Enforcem ent in a Free Society 

Jerome H. Skolnick
11. Pre-tria l Detention: Bail o r Jail

Caleb Foote— Professor of Law, University of Cali
fornia, Berkeley

12. Plea Bargain ing and C rim inal S entencing
A lan D ershow itz— Professor ot Law, Harvard Uni
versity

P un ishm en t
13. Punishm ent: A H istorica l Perspective

David Rothm an— Professor o f History, Columbia 
University

14. The Prison C om m unity
John Irw in— Associate Professor of Sociology, 
San Francisco State University; and ex-inmate

15. The Future of Punishm ent
Sheldon M essinger— Professor and former Dean, 
School of Criminology, University of California, 
Berkeley

For its fifth  year, Courses by New spaper has chosen 
two top ics  o f in tense in te rest in con tem porary  society: 
“ C rim e and Justice  in A m e rica ” ; and “ P opular C u l
ture: M irro r o f Am erican L ife .”

B eg inn ing in S ep tem ber 1977, A m erica ’s o ften- 
c ritic ized  crim ina l jus tice  system  is evaluated by 14 
ou ts tand ing scho la rs  gu ided by Professor Jerom e H. 
S ko ln ick, d irec to r o f the C enter fo r the S tudy of Law 
and Society, U n iversity of C a liforn ia , Berkeley.

O thers con tribu ting  artic les  to the course— 12 p ro 
fesso rs  and a judge— have been chosen from  the 
d isc ip lin es  o f law, education , socio logy, soc ia l e co l
ogy, ph ilosophy, h isto ry and crim ino logy.

“ C rim e and Justice  in A m erica ”  exp lo res the phe
nom enon of crim e, cons iders  its causes, theories of 
prevention, and the ins titu tiona l means em ployed to 
com bat it, in c lud ing  po lice , courts and corrections. 
C rim e is in terpre ted as an Am erican paradox: it is 
feared and dep lored , yet persists and grows. The 
course w ill exam ine the paradox by focus ing  on c u l
tural con trad ic tions  in A m erican socie ty  regard ing 
crim e, jus tice  and punishm ent.

C ourses by Newspaper, funded by The National 
Endow m ent fo r the Hum anities and offered free to 
newspapers, is a p ro jec t o f U n iversity Extension, U n i
ve rs ity  o f Ca liforn ia , San D iego, and is d irec ted  by 
Dr. G eorge A. Colburn. The Center fo r S tud ies of 
C rim e and D elinquency, National Institute o f Mental 
Health, has provided supp lem enta l fund ing fo r the 
C rim e and Justice  in A m erica  course.

The courses cons is t bas ica lly  of a series o f artic les 
prin ted  in new spapers th roughou t the country tha t can 
be used as a source of in fo rm ation  o r se lf-educa tion  
by anyone w ho cares to read them. In add ition  to 
the 15 nfewspaper artic les, a Reader and Study Guide, 
ava ilab le  at m odera te cost, can be used fo r c red it or 
no n -c re d it courses at pa rtic ipa ting  com m un ity  c o l
leges, co lleges and un iversities. During the current 
year, m ore than 400 newspapers and m ore than 
250 co lleges have taken part in presenting Courses 
by Newspaper. S ince the beg inn ing o f CBN, 30,000 
students have enro lled in pa rtic ipa ting  co lleges  and 
un iversities. The annual c ircu la tion  of the newspapers 
pub lish ing  the courses is 20 m illion . S ince each issue 
may be read by two o r three persons, Courses by 
N ew spaper has a potentia l annual readersh ip  of 50 
m illion  persons.

C o lleges and newspapers desirous of s ign ing up 
fo r the 1977-78 Courses by New spaper m ay obtain 
m ore in fo rm ation  from  the fo llow ing  source: COURSES 
BY NEWSPAPER, Un iversity o f C aliforn ia , San Diego, 
Q -056, La Jolla, C a lifo rn ia  92093. T e lephone (714) 
452-3405

To encourage com m unity  d iscuss ions o f the course 
a rtic les, a com prehensive  Source Book is ava ilab le  
fo r com m un ity  groups des iring  to plan program s 
based on the series appearing  in the ir loca l news

papers. Educationa l institu tions w ill find the Source 
Book useful in p lanning class m eetings fo r both cred it 
and no n -c re d it students. Spanish vers ions of the 
newspaper series can be ob ta ined free of charge by 
Spanish language newspapers and educa tional and 
cu ltu ra l g roups. For aged, shut-in , im m obile  o r iso 
lated students there is a prov is ion fo r them  to earn 
cred it from  the D ivis ion o f Independent Study, U n i
vers ity  of Californ ia .

The anthology, Crime and Justice in America 
($6.25), the Study Guide ($2.95), and the Source Book 
($2.50) w ill be ava ilab le A ugust 1, 1977. To o rder 
these pub lica tions, w rite : P ub lishe r’s Inc., 243 12th 
Street, D raw er P, Del Mar, C a lifo rn ia  92014.

As a resu lt o f the effort to make Courses by News
paper ava ilab le to com m un ity  groups, the A m erican 
Association of C om m unity and Jun io r C olleges has 
institu ted an 18-m onth program  w ith an NEH grant.

S elected co lleges w ill conduct C om m unity  Forums 
on the ir cam puses and at o ther com m un ity  locations. 
Programs, inc lud ing  lectures, panels, debates, tow n 
m eetings, film s and book reviews, w ill also be featured 
at local libraries, m useum s, and h is to rica l societies. 
Relig ious and serv ice  groups w ill act as co-sponsors  
fo r the forum s; they w ill be carried  live o r on tape 
by local rad io and te lev is ion  stations. These in itia l 
forum s w ill serve as m odels fo r fu ture  fo rum s to  be 
developed by the AACJC. Further in fo rm ation  on th is  
aspect of the Courses o f N ew spaper m ay be obta ined 
from : Diane U. E isenberg, Project Director, Am erican 
A ssocia tion  fo r C om m unity  and Jun io r Colleges, 1 
DuPont C irc le, N.W., Suite 410, W ashington, D.C. 
20036. Te lephone (202) 293-7050.

S.D.T.

C u lv e r  P ic tu re s

Sing Sing Prison, U.S.A. Inmates had to ma rch s ilen tly  in lock  step,



Grants

The Prevalence of Poetry in Oral Tradition
If you were asked to w rite  an hero ic  ep ic  in trocha ic  
pentam eter lines, you m ight con s id e r th is a possib le  
task. But, if you were handed a m usica l instrum ent 
and asked to  sing a leng thy ep ic  com posed as you 
perform ed it to fit both m usical and poetic  rhythms, 
it w ou ld  be a ltoge ther a d iffe rent matter.

In our own cu ltu re, crea ting  poetry is a so lita ry  act 
perfected through tria l com b ina tions of w o rds and 
sounds. If we w rite  som eth ing we d o n 't like, we can 
always scra tch  it out and begin anew. The act of co m 
posing a fin ished p roduc t before a critica l aud ience  is 
beyond our realm of experience.

Before the existence o f w ritten language, poets from  
m any countries  created the ir narratives and songs d u r
ing fas t-paced  perfo rm ance. Their poem s were not 
w orked out and m em orized in advance. Instead, they 
were shaped during perfo rm ance acco rd ing  to a u d i
ence response. W hat is it about oral trad ition  that 
m akes th is feat possib le?

In 1933, ora l trad ition  was very m uch alive in parts 
of rural Yugoslav ia  where M ilm an Parry and A lbert 
Lord recorded S erbo-C roatian  ep ic  singers, guslari, 
as a liv ing analog to the ir theory of the oral o rig in  of

Ritual hosp ita lity , sm all cups of coffee, served in Cika Z ika ’s courtyard

the Iliad  and the Odyssey. Their w ork  is preserved in 
the M ilm an Parry C o llec tion  of O ral Literature at Har
vard University and, in 1974, A lbe rt Lord and David 
Bynum received an NEH Education Grant to develop 
a com p le te  program  of in te rdepartm enta l instruction 
on the techno logy, form s, and in te rpre ta tion  of m ajor 
oral trad itions.

During the ir fie ld  research, Parry and Lord found 
that the rap id  oral creation o f m etrica l lines is done 
by using fam ilia r expressions and patterned speech 
evolved over cen turies of pe rfo rm ance  by gu s la ri who 
cou ld  ne ither read nor w rite. The ta les are bu ilt around 
recurren t them es absorbed by the singers in much the 
sam e way in fants acqu ire  language. Them es and fo r
m ulas are useful, but not fixed. Each recreation by a 
s inger is, in fact, an o rig ina l creation.

S tud ies of heroic ep ics have been the focus of co n 
s iderab le  research, but som e scho la rs believe that this 
w ork has overlooked the preva lence of poetry in many 
aspects o f oral trad ition . W ith the help of an NEH 
Research Grant, fou r spec ia lis ts  form ed an in te rd isc i
p lina ry team  to investigate the theory that the oral 
process in gu s la ri ta les is not a s ingu la r phenom enon, 
but rather a m ode of th ink ing  and com m unica ting  
that pervades the entire culture.

Cultura l an th ro lopog is t Joel Halpern and so c io 
lingu ist Barbara Halpern jo ined w ith  Robert Creed, a 
spe c ia lis t in trad itiona l oral poetry, and John Foley, 
a spec ia lis t in com para tive  oral trad ition . The Halperns 
had w orked in te rm itten tly  in the Serbian v illage of 
O rasac since 1953 when they se lected it for its d is 
tance away from  large popu la tion  centers and its 
h is to rica l im portance as the site of the first revolt 
against the Turks in 1804. The team  dec ided  to re
turn there for fu rther study and reco rd ing of v illager 
speech.

In previous work, the Halperns had found that most 
o lde r peop le  in O rasac still use ora l transm iss ion for 
in fo rm ation they cons ide r w orthy of preservation. They 
som etim es respond to questions by com posing the ir 
answers in verse and even casual conversation reveals 
the existence of som e internal rhythm .

Jo in ing the v illagers  in physica l labor and tap ing 
w henever in form al exchanges cou ld  occu r naturally, 
everyone, inc lud ing  the Halpern and Foley ch ildren, 
shared in fla iling  p lum s fo r the fam ous Serbian brandy,
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herd ing  pigs, and knead ing the wheaten loaves that 
were baked in ou tdoo r ovens. To avoid p roducing 
synthetic  perform ances, the team had the ir tape re 
corders  ready and w a iting du ring  these everyday as 
well as ritual c ircum stances.

Their pa tience was rew arded w ith a rich co llec tion  
of new data. On tape, old men reco llec t the ir genea l
og ies back to the ir clan founder. In m etrica l speech, 
ihey detail e ight to ten genera tions of fam ily  history. 
O ld wom en use patterned speech in rec iting  re c i
pes fo r g iban ica  and other trad itiona l Serb ian foods.

The team recorded everyth ing from  extended ep ic 
narratives to fo lk  rem edies fo r skin in flam m ations. 
Their tapes inc lude  oral ins tructions fo r m aking a yoke 
and o ther fo lk  c ra ft "h o w -to ”  spoken in pattern. 
M ourn ing  in the form  of stylized, chanted lam ents at 
the graveyard, ritual w edd ing lyrics, and trad itiona l 
verbal m arket e tiquette  were taped along w ith  poetic 
and patte rned everyday speech.

Barbara H a lpe rn 's  long associa tion  w ith v illage 
wom en m ade possib le  the reco rd ing of c lose ly  gu a rd 
ed basm e, ora l charm s used by con ju re rs  for fo lk  
curing . V illagers now have easy access to doctors 
and pharm acists  but, as one old  man says, "F o r som e 
th ings what do docto rs  know? For som e th ings you 
have to cure w ith cha rm s.”

Just as ep ic  s ing ing is done exclus ive ly  by men in 
Serbia, on ly o lde r wom en can p ractice  the ora l art of 
banjan je. The ritual charm s fo r curing  are learned by 
young g irls  as part of the ir brida l dowry, but they are 
not a llow ed to  practice  them  until they have passed 
the age of ch ildbea ring  and becom e ritua lly  clean. 
Like the m en 's ep ic  tales, charm s are learned not by 
m em orization, but through an unconscious absorb ing 
of the rhythm ic patterns.

W hen a con ju re r im p lores a red man on a red horse 
to ca rry  away the red w ind disease to that o ther world 

where the cat doesn 't meow, where the pig doesn 't 
g ru n t," she exp la ins that she is unaccustom ed to 
th ink ing  about the w ords she is saying. “ It’s like w h is 
p e rin g ,”  she says. "I recall the words, and what I 
d o n ’t recall I dream  at n igh t.”

T hroughout the ir research, the team  m ade every 
poss ib le  effort to preserve the socia l con text which 
m ade the various speech acts m eaningful. The jo in t 
research data from  each of the team spec ia lis ts  as 
w ell as the O rasac tapes are being shared w ith  s tu 
dents in in te rd isc ip lina ry  sem inars at the University 
of M assachusetts in Am herst. Taught by Robert Creed 
and Barbara Halpern, these sem inars focus on the 
s im ila rity  of oral p rocess in d iffe rent cu ltu res by using 
com para tive  data from  Old English, H om eric Greek, 
and other ora l traditions.

The A m herst sem inars have inc luded lectures by 
Joel Halpern on how oral trad ition  he lps to m aintain 
k insh ip  ties, heritage, identity, and socia l structure. 
John Foley adds his specia l sk ills  when he can get 
away from  C am bridge, w here he is on leave from  
Em ory U niversity to w ork  w ith the M ilm an Parry C o l
lec tion  of Oral Literature at Harvard University.

The tapes of O rasac v illagers  speaking in the poetic

patterns that perm eate the ir lives have led to a new 
understand ing of how ind iv idua ls  in an oral cu ltu re 
ach ieve a sense of iden tity  through the ir ab ility  to 
make the co llec tive  w isdom  of the past into the liv ing 
inheritance of the present.

An in terest in how oral trad itions  are reshaped 
when v illagers  move to literate socie ties is leading 
team m em bers to new research am ong Balkan im m i
grants in North Am erica. Typ ica l of what they have 
a lready recorded is a S erb ian-C anad ian who com 
poses heroic ep ics  in the grand narrative style— but 
the opposing arm ies w ith the ir banners and ritual 
m ovem ents are now adversaries in a Toronto soccer 
m atch!

— Pamela Brooke

Cika Dragise reco llecting  hero ic ep ics to the accom panim ent of the gusle  
in an ancient trad ition
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Publications Program Deadlines
The Endow m ent’s D iv is ion of Research Grants has 
announced app lica tion  dead lines o f Ju ly  1 and De
cem ber 1, 1977, in its program  of assistance to pub
lishers of N E H -sponsored research. Both nonprofit 
and com m erc ia l presses are e lig ib le  to app ly fo r 
financ ia l aid in pub lish ing w orks tha t w ou ld  otherw ise 
be p ro h ib itive ly  expensive to produce. Decis ions on 
the firs t g roup  of ap p lica tions  w ill be announced early 
in Septem ber.

Education Programs Booklet
An NEH Education Program s bookle t fo r 1977-1978 
has been issued by the Endow m ent and may be o b 
ta ined by request.

Peabody Award for Adams Chronicles
In May of th is  year The Adam s Chronicles, funded by 
the National Endow m ent fo r the Hum anities, the A n 
drew  W. M ellon Foundation, and the A tlan tic  R ichfield 
Com pany, was aw arded the G eorge Foster Peabody 
Award fo r B roadcasting  Excellence. Produced by 
W N ET/13, New York, and attracting m ore than five 
m illion  viewers each week, the series was honored 
in these words: . . an im pressive endeavor which 
enab led Am ericans to m ore rea lis tica lly  com prehend 
the great con tribu tions  to the A m erican heritage by

one of the great pa trio ts o f the  founding days of the 
na tion .”

The Peabody Awards, presented yearly  fo r the past 
37 years, recogn ize " th e  m ost d is tingu ished and 
m erito rious pub lic  serv ice  rendered each year by rad io 
and te le v is io n .”

NEH TELEPHONE CHANGES
In o rder to prov ide m ore e ffic ien t te lephone serv
ice fo r the Hum anities Endowm ent, A LL te le 
phone num bers w ill be changed on Ju ly  18, 
1977. The m ost frequen tly  ca lled num bers are 
g iven below . P lease post th is list near you r te le 
phone if you have occas ion  to call the Endow 
ment.

G eneral In form ation ................................. 724-0386
Chairm an, O ffice of the .......................... 724-0347
C ongressiona l L ia ison ............................... 724-0361
Education Program s, D iv is ion of ......... 724-0351
Fellowsh ips, D iv is ion of ..........................724-0333
Planning, O ffice o f ...................................... 724-0344
Public  Program s, D iv is ion of ................ 724-0231
Research Grants, D iv is ion of ................ 724-0226
State Program s, O ffice o f ........................724-0286
National Council on the Hum anities . . .724-0367

NOTICE: Use of lunds tor p rin ting  this publication approved by the Director ot the Office ot Management and Budget on June 17, 1976.


