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Translation: The Recreative Art BY G R E G O R Y  RA BA SSA

T h e  f lu x  o f  m a t t e r  f ro m  on e  fo rm  
into a n o th e r  w ould see m  to  be th e  
m o st w idespread  aspect o f  th ing s  in 
both  th e  n a tu ra l  and th e  m echanica l  
worlds. E ach  tim e th is  happens it is 
g enerally  fo r  a purpose ,  w h e th e r  
inscrutab le  (life in to  death) or  
obvious (oil in to  heat).  T ra n s la t io n ,  
too, is part o f  this aspect and its 
purpose, like th a t  o f  th e  to n g s  on  a 
stick in o ld -tim e  g ro c e ry  s to re s ,  is to 
le n g th e n  o u r  re a ch  so th a t  w e m ay 
bring c loser  ideas and w ord s th at  
would o th e r w ise  be missed (in b o th  
sen ses  o f  th e  word). Unlike  th e  case 
of th e  g ro ce ry -g ra s p e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  it 
is a t r a n s fo r m a t io n  o f  th e  o b je c t  to 
be grasped r a th e r  th a n  the  
e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  o u r  m e a n s  o f  g ra s p 
ing it. In this  sen se ,  th e n ,  w e do not 
"ca r ry  a c r o s s "  (translatus) th e  actual 
ob ject,  th e  w ord, b ut an a p p ro x im a 
tion o f  it. In m a th e m a t ics ,  h o w e v e r ,  
and in w h a t  used to  be th e  " e x a c t "  
sciences, w e have com e to  rely  less 
and less on  equals and m o re  and 
m o re  on  approaches. T ra n s la t io n ,  
then , can  on ly  be te rm e d  an  " i n e x 
a c t"  sc ience  or  art .  M ak in g  m a t te rs  
even m o re  in ex act  is th e  fact  th a t  
tra n s la t io n  is really  n o th in g  b u t  th e  
closest reading possible. T h e r e fo r e ,  
just as th e  read ing  o f  th e  sam e 
novel by tw o  d if fe re n t  people will 
always produce tw o  d if fe re n t  books,  
so will tw o  tra n sla t io n s ,  all th e  m o re  
obviously b eca u se  th e y  are  w r i t t e n  
dow n fo r  all to  see  and com p are .

T ra n s la t io n  is n o t  so m u ch  a 
creative  ar t  as a re cre a t iv e  art.
W h e n  it b eco m es  th e  f o r m e r  it m u st  
be called, in th e  m a n n e r  o f  D ry d en  
and R o b e r t  Low ell, an im ita tio n , 
which  s o m e tim e s  stand s close  to 
parody as th e  crea t iv e  u rg e  replaces 
fa i th fu l  a d h e ren c e  to  th e  te x t  at 
hand. O n e  re a so n  w h y  tra n s la t io n  is 
never  p e rfe c t ly  possible  is th a t  th e re  
are to o  m a n y  v ar ia n ts  at w o rk : tw o  
d if fe ren t  individuals, tw o  d if fe re n t  
languages, tw o  d if fe re n t  cu ltu re s ,  
and o f te n  tw o  d if fe re n t  m o m e n ts  in 
time. W e re  all o t h e r  v a r ia n ts  m ira c 
ulously and im possibly  th e  sam e, 
the  d if fe ren ce  in lang u ag e , w h ich  is 
the basic d if f icu lty  to  o v e rco m e  in
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tran sla tion , would alw ays rem ain . 
W h a t  w e  read w e also  really  speak 
to ou rse lves .  T h is  cam e to  m e 
clearly  d uring  th e  read ing  and s u b 
s eq u en t  tra n s la t io n  o f  th e  Brazilian  
novel A valovara, by O s m a n  Lins, in 
w hich  on e  c h a ra c te r  is n e v e r  nam ed  
but is re p re s e n te d  by a kind o f  s y m 
bolic ru ne . I found  th a t  w h e n  I cam e 
to th is  sym b ol I w ould  gag fo r  w a n t  
of som e sound to  go w ith  it and 
finally I had to  s u b s t i tu te  a n am e  in 
order to  g e t  past it (in th is  case o f  a 
sym bol w e do have a p e r fe c t  t r a n s 
lation b ecau se  m u te n e s s  is b ro u g h t  
on w h e th e r  on e  is reading th e  novel 
in P o r tu g u e s e  or  in English).  T h e  
m o st d istinctive  d if fe re n c e  in lan 
guages m ig h t  well be th e  aural  
aspect, to  th e  d eg ree  th a t  kindred 
to n g u es  are  o f te n  m u tu ally  in te ll ig i
ble to  so m e  d egree  in w rit in g  b u t  
n ev er  in th e  spoken  fo rm . A la n 
guage will m o st  o f te n  ta k e  a d v a n 
tage o f  its o w n  peculiar sou nd s to  
obta in  an e f fe c t  th a t  is l ikewise 
peculiar to  it: V er la in e 's  long sobs o f  
violins ( les sanglots longs des violons) 
could on ly  be approached  in English  
with  a possible ch a n g e  o f  m usical 
in s tru m e n ts ,  as in " t h e  m o u rn fu l  
m oan o f  long t r o m b o n e s . "  T h is  is 
obviously  and fr ig h tfu l ly  in ad eq u ate  
and it sh o w s  h o w  tra n sla t io n  can 
never be rep ro d u ction , m u ch  as th a t  
m ight be th e  ideal d esideratum .

In spite o f  th is  b a rr ie r ,  h o w e v e r ,  
tra n s la t io n  is ab so lu te ly  n ecessary .  
U ntil  th e  polyglot m illen iu m  w h en  
w e  will all u n d e rs ta n d  each  o t h e r  as 
b e fo re  B abel,  o r  th e  m o n o g lo t  N ir 
van a  w h e r e in  o n e  to n g u e  a m o n g  
m an y  b e co m e s  u n iv ersa l ,  w e  shall o f  
needs h av e  re c o u rs e  to  v e rs io n s  in 
o u r  o w n  lan g u ag e  o f  ar t is t ic  and 
o th e r  c o m m u n ica t io n s  in a d if fe re n t  
to n g u e . T h e  task , th e n ,  (a longside a 
m u ch  m o re  w id espread  te ach in g  o f  
o th e r  languages,  fo r  w e  A m e r ica n s  
have b ee n  m o st  in d if fere n t ,  ev en  
a n tag o n is t ic ,  to w ard  th e  m a s te r y  o f  
o t h e r  to n g u e s)  is to  e n c o u ra g e  
tra n s la t io n  and m ake h igh  d em ands 
on it, p u sh in g  it as close as w e  can 
to  th e  im possible  re p ro d u c t io n  m e n 
tioned  above. T o o  o f te n  tra n sla t io n  
has b e e n  dealt w ith  h ap h azard ly  and 
th e  in a d eq u a te  re su lts  hav e  g iven  
th e  c ra f t  a bad n am e. T r a n s la to r s  
m u s t  be ser io u s  ab o u t  w h a t  th e y  are  
doing and this  th e y  will be o f te n  if 
th e ir  re ce p tio n  and th e ir  e m o lu 
m e n ts  are  equ ally  ser io u s .  T h e y  
m u st  hav e  a m o re  th a n  ad eq uate  
kn ow led g e  o f  th e  or ig inal  and a 
su p erb  ability  at sq u e ez in g  o u t  th e  
v ery  e ss e n c e  o f  th e  " t a r g e t "  lan 
guag e  (w h a t  a lo a th s o m e  bit o f  j a r 
gon; it m ak es  o n e  th in k  o f  sh o o t in g  
and killing), w h ich  p re fe ra b ly  should  
be th e ir  na t iv e  to n g u e ,  g iven  th e  
b rea d th  th a t  is called for. E v e n  so, 
w e will still hav e  v ary in g  v e rs io n s  of 
th e  sam e  te x t ,  a l th o u g h  th a t  m ig h t  
e v en  hav e  a v ir tu e  if w e th in k  less 
pedantically  and p onder th e  fact 
th a t  w e  hav e  a w h o le  h o rd e  of 
H o m e rs  w hile  th e  G re e k s  had only  
one.

C r it ic ism  in th e  field o f  t r a n s la 
tion  d if fe rs  f ro m  crit ic ism  o f  d irect

art is t ic  c re a t io n  b eca u se  th e  w o rk  in 
q u e s t io n  is d erivative. A b o u t  the  
on ly  q u e s t io n  ra ised  c o n c e rn in g  th e  
orig inal  w o rk  is w h e th e r  o r  n o t  it is 
w o r th y  o f  being  tra n sla ted . T h is  is a 
t ru e  co m p lim e n t  to  th e  c ra f t  of 
tra n s la t io n  in th a t  it is a h in t  th a t  it 
is a valuable  a r t  n o t  to  be w a ste d  on 
u n d e serv in g  w o rk s .  S im ilar  to 
R o b e r t  B e n ch le y 's  w o o len  m it te n s  
(w h ite  and n o t  w h ite ) ,  critics  o f  a 
t ra n s la t io n  f i rs t  fall sim plistically  
in to  tw o  types: th o se  w h o  k n o w  th e  
orig inal  lan g u a g e  and th o se  w h o  do 
not . T h e  la t te r  o f te n  say  n o th in g  
w h a ts o e v e r  ab o u t  th e  t ra n s la t io n  
and, indeed, s o m e t im e s  go  on  to 
praise  th e  a u th o r 's  lyric ism  or  
s m o o th n e s s  o f  lan g u ag e  w ith o u t  
n o t in g  th a t  this is due in large  part 
to  th e  t ra n s la to r  and th a t  th e  book  
was n o t  w r i t t e n  in English . W h e n  
th e  tra n sla t io n  is m e n t io n e d  it is 
praised fo r  its ease  o f  f low  o r  c o n 
d em n ed  fo r  its a w k w a rd n e ss .  N o 
co n s id era t io n  can  be m ade, o f  
co u rse ,  o f  th e  accu racy . S u c h  a 
rev iew  is th e r e fo r e  only  partial, 
ev e n  o f  th e  b o o k  itself.

T h e  o t h e r  re v ie w e r ,  w h o  does 
k n o w  th e  or ig inal  lan g u a g e  and 
usually  m ak es  som e co m p a riso n s ,  
to o  o f te n  c a n n o t  help n itp ick in g  and 
carping  and has obviou sly  w a sted  
ho u rs  poring  o v e r  b o th  te x t s  in 
search  o f  w a r ts  and hairs .  H e will 
find som e, o f  cou rse ,  and he  will 
m ag n ify  th e m  to B rob d in g n a g ia n  
p ro p o rt io n s,  m ak ing  th e  rev iew  
un b a la n ced  and in a d eq u a te  as a 
c o g e n t  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  b o o k  as a 
w h ole .  I h a v e  b e e n  w ry ly  am u sed  
m an y  a tim e in th e  case  o f  m y  t r a n s 
la tions o f  Ju lio  C o r ta z a r  w h e n  a 
re v iew e r  has fo u n d  fau lt  w ith  an 
exp ress io n  th a t  had b ee n  su g g e s te d  
by th e  a u th o r  h im se lf ,  w h o  k n o w s  
E ng lish  q uite  well. It m u s t  be a d m it
ted, h o w e v e r ,  th a t  it is s o m e t im e s  
ju s t  as d ifficult ,  b ecau se  o f  personal 
w h im s ,  to  ju d ge  a tra n sla t io n  as to 
m ak e  one.

T r a n s la t io n  has b ee n  rece iv ing  
m o re  a t te n t io n  o f  late. A n u m b e r  o f  
e xce lle n t  s tudies  and co l le c t io n s  o f  
essays  hav e  b ee n  m ade, including 
G e o r g e  S te in e r 's  m o n u m e n ta l  A fter  
Babel: Aspects of Language and Translation  
(O x fo r d ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  and th e  su b je c t  has 
b ee n  th e  m a t t e r  o f  s e m in a rs  and 
c o u rse s  at u n iv ers it ies ,  b o th  on  th e  
analytical  and active  levels. T h is  
n e w  in te r e s t  has also  b r o u g h t  a 
d em and  fo r  h ig h e r  q uality  and 
su p e rio r  t ra n s la t io n s  are  being  made 
of  th e  classics at th e  sam e  t im e  th at  
cu ltu re s  n e w  to  us b e c o m e  k n o w n  
th r o u g h  this e x p an sio n  o f  k n o w l
edge. T h e r e  is h op e  th a t  w e are  
e n te r in g  a n e w  age o f  D ry d en .

Ed. note: In 1 9 8 0 , M r. Rabassa received 
an N EH  grant to translate from  the Portu
guese, selected works of Padre Antonio 
Vieira, a seventeenth-century Jesuit who 
was advisor to King John IV  and who later 
served as a missionary in Brazil. Rabassa 
described Vieira as “the first modern m an ,” 
and calls his H is to ry  o f  th e  F u tu re  
"prophetic."

Translator 
of 
Nobel 
Laureates

G re g o ry  R abassa ,  as 
a lm ost e v e ry o n e  
k now s by now , is the  
tra n s la to r  o f  th e  1 9 8 2  
N obel P r iz e -w in n in g  
novelist ,  G a b rie l  G a r 
cia M arq u ez ,  as well as 
the  m a jo r  novels  of 
w h a t  critics  d escribe  as 
th e  "b o o m  in Latin 
A m erica n  l i te ra tu re ."  
M arq u ez  is R abassa 's  
second Nobel la u rea te ,  
as he  is a lso th e  t r a n s 
la to r  o f  th e  late  G u a 
tem alan  a u th o r  M iguel 
Angel A stu r iu s ,  w h o  
w on the cov eted  award 
in 19 67 .

C h ilea n  poet  Pablo  
N erud a hailed M a r 
q u ez ' novel One Hundred 
Years of Solitude as " p e r 
haps the  g r e a te s t  r e v e 
lation in th e  Sp an ish  
lang uag e  since the  Don 
Quixote o f  C e r v a n t e s . "  
B u t  R abassa  says that  
all o f  th e  n e w  Latin 
A m er ica n  w r ite rs  
" w e n t  back to th e  o r ig 
inal novel w hich  was 
invented  in Sp ain  by 
C e r v a n t e s . "  R abassa  
m ain ta in s  th a t  if you 
read C e r v a n te s  in the  
c o n t e x t  o f  th e  'b oom /  
he does m a n y  th ing s  
w e th in k  are  very  
in n o v ativ e  a m o n g  the 
new  Latin w riters .  "F o r  
exam p le ,  th e  bu sin ess  
o f  sticking th e  re ad er  
in to  th e  s to r y  th e  w ay 
B o rg e s  and C o r ta z a r  
do, C e r v a n te s  did i t ."

M r .  R a bassa ,  a pro
fe s s o r  o f  R o m a n c e  lan
g u ag es  and co m p a ra 
tive l i te ra tu re  at 
Q u e e n s  C ollege  
I C U N Y , has s tro n g  
view s on language  
study. " In  m y day, 
w hen you studied  a 
language, by G od  you 
translated  it. And I'm 
w o n d erin g  w h e t h e r  we 
should b r in g  th a t  back 
a litt le . N o t  ju s t  for 
lea rn in g  that language, 
but fo r  y o u r  ow n lan
guage . It helps w ith  
th e  w rit in g ,  and th e n  
you can  see th e  d i f fe r 
en ce  b etw een  th e  tw o  
languages. I th in k  you 
learn  a language  like 
ath le tics  . . . you 
absorb  it."
— based on a s to r y  by 
|ason W eiss  in the 
International H erald  
Tribune.
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Telling 
the Tale of 
Genji

F ew  people have the  tim e o r  e n e r g y  
to read The Tale o f Genji e v en  in 
tran sla tion . T h e  u n abrid ged  o n e -  
v o lu m e K n o p f  paperb ack  o f  the  
m o d e rn  t ra n s la t io n  ru n s  1 ,0 9 0  
pages, in te rs p e rse d  w ith  
s e v e n te e n th -c e n tu r y  w o od cu t  
i l lustra t ion s.

T h e  f i r s t  English  vers ion , by 
A r th u r  W aley , appeared  in England 
in six v o lu m e s  in th e  late  tw e n t ie s  
and ear ly  th ir t ies ,  cau sing  a stir  
a m o n g  s o m e  E n g lish  in te llec tu als ,  
particu larly  th e  B lo o m s b u ry  group. 
E nglish  w r ite rs  in th e  th ir t ies  m a r 
veled th a t  th e  b ook  w as  so  " m o d 
e r n , "  th a t  is, easily in te rp re te d  as a 
psychological  novel.  R e cen tly ,  
e x p e r t  and n ov ice  read ers  seem  
d ra w n  m o re  to  th e  novel's  p o w er  to 
d o c u m e n t  th e  re f in ed  a r ts  o f  living 
o f  th e  m ed ieval Jap a n ese  a r is to cracy  
and its c re a t io n  o f  a h e ro  o f  spec
ta cu la r  ro m a n t ic  and e th ica l  in te r 
est. T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  English  t r a n s 
lation w as  pu blished  in 1 9 7 6  by an 
A m erica n  sch o la r ,  Edw ard  S e id en -  
s t icker  o f  C o lu m b ia  U n iv ers i ty ,  
a f te r  ten  y e a rs  o f  w o rk . It is g e n e r 
ally considered  m u ch  m o re  reliable , 
co m p reh en siv e ,  and a c cu ra te  th an  
W aley 's  version .

For  a long t im e  e v e n  th e  Jap a n ese  
have required  tra n sla t io n s ,  c o n d e n 
sations, o r  m o d e rn iza t io n s  o f  this  
m egabook, n o t  on ly  b eca u se  o f  its 
leng th  b ut b ecau se  o f  its an tiq u ity  
and a tte n d a n t  lang uag e  difficult ies .  
B u t  w ith  th e  m o d e rn  E nglish  t r a n s 
lation and a new  tra n sla t io n  in C h i 
nese ,  The Tale of Genji " is  n o  lon g er  
th e  exclusive p reserve  o f  scholars  
and h is torians  o f  the  H eian  period ,"  
according to E ug ene  E oy ang , c h a ir 
m an of th e  East Asian L ang u ag es  
and C u ltu re s  D e p a r tm e n t  at Indiana 
U niversity . For this re aso n  Eoyang

and S u m ie  Jo n e s ,  also o f  Indiana 
U n iv ers ity ,  w o rk ed  fo r  th r e e  years  
to  plan th e  c o n fe r e n c e  held last 
A u g u s t  in B lo o m in g to n  w h e r e  sc h o l
ars  f ro m  Japan, T a iw a n  and th e  U n i
ted S ta te s  m e t  to  discuss th e  rich 
verbal and visual trad itio ns  spaw ned 
by th is  classic  o f  w orld  l i te ra tu re .

Funded by th e  N EH R e se a rch  
C o n fe r e n c e s  p ro g ra m  w ith  m a jo r  
supp ort  f ro m  th e  Japan  F o u n d a tio n  
and Indiana U n iv ers i ty ,  " P e r s p e c 
tives on  Genji monogatari" w as  th e  
e ighth  C o n fe r e n c e  on O r ie n ta l -  
W e ste rn  L ite ra ry  and C u ltu ra l  R e la 
t ions held in Indiana. T h e  c o n f e r e n 
ces are  in tended  to  s t im u la te  the  
study o f  A sian  l i te ra tu re  in th e  
U nited  S ta te s .

B eca u se  G enji has b e e n  such  a rich 
sou rce  fo r  Ja p an ese  a r t is ts ,  an  e x h i 
bition o f  w o rk s  inspired by th e  
novel co m p le m e n te d  th e  c o n fe re n ce .  
O rg a n ized  by Y osh ia k i  S h im iz u  o f  
the  F re e r  G allery ,  W a s h in g to n ,
D .C . ,  th e  e xh ib it io n  at th e  U n iv e r 
sity A r t  M u s e u m  fe a tu red  scre en s  
and p ain tings spanning  five c e n t u r 
ies o f  Jap an ese  art.

The Tale of Genji w as w r i t t e n  by 
Lady M u rasa k i  Sh ik ib u , a lady in 
w aiting at th e  H eian co u rt ,  in the  
late t e n t h  and ear ly  e le v e n th  c e n t u r 
ies, five ce n tu r ie s  earlier  th a n  such  
m o n u m e n ts  o f  W e s te r n  l i te ra tu re  as 
Lazarillo de Tormes, R a be la is '  Gargantua 
and Pantagruel, and C e r v a n te s '  Don 
Quixote. It is a so b er in g  th o u g h t  fo r  
A n g lo -A m e rica n  read ers  th a t  th e  
English  novel does n o t  appear until  
the  1 7 0 0 s .

T h e  novel tells th e  s to r y  o f  a fic
tional H ikaru  G e n ji  ( "S h in in g  
G e n ji " ) ,  a prince  m ad e a c o m m o n e r  
by his e m p e ro r  fa th e r  so th a t  he 
could la ter  b eco m e  a m o re  e ffe c t iv e  
s ta te  co u n se lo r .  F ro m  b irth  G e n ji

C h a p te r  4 
E vening Faces

O n e  day, on his way to visit 
his fo r m e r  n u rse  w h o  is 
ser iously  ill, G e n j i  n o t ices  a 
row o f  p re tty  faces w a tch in g  
him fro m  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  
house. A g re e n  vine w ith  
w h ite  f low ers  clings to th e  wall 
of th e  house. He is told th at  
the f lo w ers  are  k n o w n  as 
'e v e n in g  fa ce s ,"  or  yugao. G e n ji  
asks an a t te n d a n t  to pluck on e  
for him.

The man went inside the raised 
gate and broke o ff a flower. A pretty 
little g irl in long, unlined yellow  
trousers of raw silk came out through 
a sliding door that seemed too good for 
the surroundings. Beckoning to the 
man, she handed him a heavily 
scented white fan. [p. 58]

. . .T h is  leads to a br ie f  but 
tragic  a ffa ir ,  w h ich  ends w ith  
th e  dem ise  o f  th e  w o m an , 
k n o w n  as the  " lady o f  the 
e ven in g  fa ce s ."

was b lessed  w ith  e x tr a o rd in a ry  
physical b e a u ty  and e xcep tion a l  
m en ta l  g i f t s — m o re  th a n  e n o u g h  to 
cause trep id atio n  a m o n g  th e  popula
tion o f  K y o to ,  w h o  believed th a t  
s o m e o n e  so b lessed  m u st  a lso  be 
doomed.

T h e  S e id e n st ick e r  tra n s la t io n  lists 
a lm ost f i f ty  c h a r a c te r s — G e n ji  and 
his fr iend s,  re la t iv es ,  e n em ie s ,  m o s t  
of all th e  lovers  and m is tre sse s  
en tangled  in his m an y  liaisons. 
A m on g  G e n ji 's  m ale  co m p an io n s  are  
K o rem itsu ,  his s e r v a n t  and sidekick, 
a s o rt  o f  S a n c h o  Panza, and T o - n o -  
C h u jo ,  a royal fr iend. T h e ir  p r e s 
ence is rep eated ly  ob li te ra te d  by 
G en ji 's  p e rs is te n t  a t tr a c t io n  to  
w o m e n — by m y last c o u n t  at least 
fo u r te e n  m a jo r  a m o u rs  and tw o , 
perhaps th r e e ,  w iv e s — n o t th a t  
G e n ji  th ink s  o f  co u n t in g  th e m . S e v 
eral o f  th e s e  w o m e n  hav e  w o n d e r 
ful fo rm u la ic  n a m e s — th e  lady o f  
the  locust  shell, th e  lady o f  th e  
evening  faces  (th e  la t te r  p h ra se  r e 
ferr in g  to f low ers) ,  th e  s a f f lo w e r  
princess, th e  lady o f  th e  o ra n g e  
blossom s.

T h e s e  w o m e n  are  n o t  lucky. Aoi, 
G en ji 's  f i r s t  w ife ,  w h o m  G e n ji  sel
dom visits o v er  th e  y ears ,  e v e n tu 
ally gives b ir th  to  a son. S h e  dies 
soon a f te r ,  p robably  f ro m  th e  spells 
cast on  h e r  by th e  R o k u jo  lady, 
a n o th e r  in te r e s t  o f  G e n ji 's .  G e n ji 's  
second w ife ,  M u rasak i,  w as  a m o t h 
erless child w h o m  G e n ji  kidnapped, 
adopted, and la ter  m arried .

A cco rd ing  to  H e lm u t M o rs b a c h  of 
G la sg o w  U n iv ers i ty ,  in this novel 
a r is to cra t ic  w o m e n  w h o  in tend  to 
m a rr y  well or  find th e ir  o f fs p r in g  in 
h igh  places m u s t  hav e  "b a c k in g "  or  
" s u p p o r t e r s " — th a t  is, p o w e rfu l  f a m 
ily m e m b e r s .  It is n o t  surpris ing  
th a t  incest ,  a d ultery ,  and i n te r m a r 

r iages w e re  tre a te d  m o re  casually  or  
less  n a rro w ly  th a n  W e s t e r n e r s  have 
c o m e  to  expect .  S u c h  a social se t t in g  
gave w o m e n  am ple  ch a n ce  to  p ra c 
tice to le ra n ce  and supp ress  th e ir  
w ell-fou n d ed  jea lousies .

O f  th e  m a n y  m o tifs  th a t  u n ify  
th is  v a s t  novel,  e stab l ish ed  during 
G e n ji 's  y o u th  and early  m a n h o o d , 
th e  m o st  re p e a ted  p a t te r n  involves 
th e  fe n ce s  and h ed ges  o f  c o u rt ly  
b eh av io r  and e t iq u e t te .  T h is  c ir 
cu m s p e c t io n  is ce r ta in ly  tru e  o f  
G e n ji 's  m a n n e r  o f  fo rm in g  liaisons, 
h o w e v e r  s tro n g  th e  s e n sa t io n  one  
has o f  th e  h aw k  p o u n cin g  on the 
rabbit.  M y  en d u rin g  im p re ss io n  of 
G e n ji  is his p eer in g  th r o u g h  a fe n ce  
o r  sc re en ,  w aiting  fo r  a look a t  his 
la tes t  w o m a n — o r G e n j i  fu lf il ling  a 
t ry s t  a f te r  dark  and leav ing  b e fo re  
su n r ise  in o rd e r  to  avoid e x p o su re  
o r  talk. O n e  ob viou s p o w e r  o f  th e  
novel is its u r g in g ' th e  re a d er  to  take 
on th e  role  o f  voyeu r.

A n o th e r  p a t te r n  is th e  c h a ra c te rs '  
s en se  o f  th e  t ra n s ie n t ,  f loating  
(ukiyo) q uality  o f  all w orldly  th ings. 
N o th in g  lasts. Joy  and sad ness  are 
exp resse d  in th e  copious f low ing  of 
tears .  A  th ird  p a t te rn  is episto lary : 
lovers  m a k e  it a hab it  to  send each  
o t h e r  b r ie f ,  p o ig n a n t  m e ssag es ,  
o f te n  including s h o r t  p o em s (w aka). 
M a n y  a c o r re s p o n d e n t  b ites  h e r  
nails to  find th e  r ig h t  s e n t im e n t  and 
c re a te  th e  r ig h t  im p ression , all the  
w h ile  w o n d er in g  h o w  in th e  w orld  
th e  last  love n o te  should  be 
co n s tru e d .  C o r r e s p o n d e n ts  o f te n  
ju d ge  each  o t h e r  by th e  appearance  
as well as th e  s e n t im e n ts  o f  the ir  
n otes .  O n e  m issive  is an e lab ora te ly  
folded n o te  on  h a n d -m ad e  paper 
w ith  a h a l f -o p e n  c h r y s a n th e m u m  
a tta ch ed  to  it. Inside, th e  c o m m e n ts  
are  as m u ch  visual design  as th ey
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are  m essage. Genji thinks of the  
n ote  from  one of his ladies:

H er le t te r  w as replete w ith  
s ta te m e n ts  of the deepest affec
tion. T h e  style and calligraphy,  
superior to  th ose  of an y o n e  else 
he knew , sh ow ed  unique breeding  
and cultivation. . . . T h e  g ra d a 
tions of ink w ere  m arvelous.

(Seidensticker, p. 2 3  3)  
Besides th ese  frenzies of co m p o si

tion, G enji  is full of linked stories,  
som e of th em  deep en o u gh  to g e n 
erate  novels in them selves. If we  
m u st plunder, I would reco m m e n d  
C h a p te r  1 2  (T h e Exile at Sum a),  
C h a p te r  17 (T h e Pictu re  C o n te s t) ,  
and the last ten  C h a p te rs  (46-54), 
k now n as the  Uji-jujo chapters .

T h e se  ten  ch ap ters  w e re  the  focus  
of a slide-lecture delivered at the  
Genji  co n feren ce  by Julia M eech -  
Pekarik of T h e  M etropolitan  
M u se u m  of A rt ,  w h o  m an aged  to  
in teg rate  the  verbal and visual tradi
tions of the novel.

The Uji-jujo chapters recount the 
trials of Ukifune, who finds herself  
besieged by two suitors, a situation 
complicated by several generations 
of adultery if not incest. Seiden
sticker calls Chapter 51 "A  Boat 
upon the W aters ,"  a concise descrip
tion of the topos and the iconogra- 
phic tradition. A fter m onths of cop
ing with this tortured triangle, 
Ukifune is seduced by one of the 
suitors in her rem ote retreat and is 
carried away in a boat to an even 
more secluded island during a snow 
fall. This is one of the saddest and 
most riveting stories in the whole 
cycle.

Julia M eech-Pekarik 's  task w as to  
trace  the ca re er  of monogatari-e  
(story-telling pictures) in relation to  
this one ch aracte r .  F or  the p rod uc
tion of illustrated versions of Genji  
in the tw elfth  ce n tu ry  and later,  
painters, calligraphers, and paper  
decorators ,  w orking as a team  and  
sponsored by royal p atrons, would  
be forced to edit the tale ruthlessly,  
focusing on m o m e n ts  of heightened  
em otion, w h en  th e  narrative  freezes  
into static scen es— hence the early  
appearance and popularity  of  Uki
fune and h er lover in the drifting  
boat. L a ter ,  G enji  paintings w ere  
en tru sted  to  a family of profession 
als, the T o sa .  T h e y  eventually  
reduced the s to ry  to f ifty -four high  
points of poem  and picture, one epi
sode per ch apter .  B u t  as the  years  
passed and the  te x t  becam e increas
ingly re m o te ,  n u m ero u s  confusions  
and e r r o rs  arose . By the  early  
sev e n te en th  ce n tu ry ,  calligraphers  
and illustrators w e re  at c ro ss 
purposes, som etim es causing the  
m ism atching of illustrated scenes  
w ith  poetic captions. A rtis ts  of later  
cen tu ries  developed the  comic and  
satiric potential of alluding to this 
pow erful iconographic tradition. A 
specialist in woodblock prints like 
Hiroshige could depict a drunken  
Edo m e rch a n t  dragging his w o m a n  
of the  evening to a ram shackle  boat  
for som e tipsy destination.

T h e  o th e r  scholarly papers p re

sented at the  co n feren ce  w ere  as 
various as th ey  w ere  inform ative.  
T h e  scholars w ere  pleased to w el
com e the w o m a n  responsible for the  
first and v e ry  re cen t  com plete  C h i
nese translation  of Genji,  Lin W en -  
yueh of T h e  National T aiw an  U ni
versity . She spoke of the  challenges  
of translating  for the  benefit of both  
lay and scholarly readers . She m e n 
tioned her difficulties in translating  
special titles, honorifics, nam es of 
flowers and decorative  techniques,  
som etim es happily re so r tin g  to  the  
original C hinese  con gee symbol. She  
has also a ttem p te d  to  identify all the  
classical C hinese  so u rces  and allu
sions in the  t e x t — an arduous,  
grou n d  breaking task. H er accou nt  
of w h a t  it is like to  tran sla te  a m edi
eval Japanese classic into m od ern  
C hinese  was so m oving th at one  
stu d en t in the audience rose to  her  
feet to  praise this scholar's C hinese  
translation .

Shoichi Saeki of  the U niversity  of 
T o k y o  gave a deeply ru m inative  talk 
on the influences of Shintoism  and 
Buddhism in the  novel. O f  this  
value conflict in the h e ro  Genji, 
Shoichi said:

His sensuality  seem s to be deeply  
rooted  in the  ancient fo rm s of fe r 
tility cult in pre-Buddhist Japan.  
T h e Buddhist impact w orked as a 
spiritual and cultural catalyst and 
turned the ancient pieties into a 
new type of hedonism , subtly  
imbued w ith  the  Buddhist sense  
of sin and unw orldly values. T h e  
Shining Prince  should be re d e 
fined as "cu ltu re  h e ro ."

T h ese  tw o  papers by O rien tal  schol
ars on the  background of the  novel  
in ancient Japanese and classical 
C hinese cu ltu res  w ere  m o st  useful.  
T hey provided a co rrec tiv e  to the

notion th a t  G enji  w as a solitary act  
of the  imagination.

F or all the  g re a t  m o m e n ts  and 
major voices at the  m eeting, the  s tar  
was Edw ard Seidensticker. O n e  
evening he gave a n in ety -m in u te  
talk to  an audience of rou g h ly  150 
people. Earlier an in tro d u cer  m e n 
tioned th a t  Seidensticker  in G erm an  
m eans " s e w e r  of silk th re ad ,"  an apt 
su rn am e for this acclaimed tra n sla 
tor. T h o u g h  Seidensticker had a 
prepared te x t ,  he usually spoke  
e x te m p o re — "as  you can tell— w h o  
would w rite  dow n w h at I'm saying!"  
His talk was con stan tly  delightful 
and in form ative , delivering som e  
grim perceptions of li tera tu re  and 
translation, and m anaging to ch a rm  
and appall w ith its h o n esty  and wit.

"T ra n sla t io n  is m o re  like a net 
than a sieve,"  Seidensticker said. "A  
lot falls th ro u g h  it ."

Seidensticker explained th at Genji  
has a ttained th e  level of folklore in 
lapan. "I t  is n ot th o u g h t  of as litera
ture as w e u nd erstan d  it ,"  he said. 
'Few  Japanese  have read all of Genji;  
m any have read  only sh o rt  ex cerp ts  
in high school."

Genji's a rcan en ess  has been due  
partially to  the difficulty of t ra n s la t 
ing the medieval Japanese, Seiden
sticker acknow ledged. " T h e  original 
medieval te x t  of Genji  is so difficult 
that I w o n d er  w h e th e r  co u rtiers  and  
ladies of M urasaki's  time read it; 
they probably decoded it instead,"  
he quipped.

"L e s s  th an  a ce n tu ry  passed a fter  
the ap pearance  of Genji  before  the  
aristocracy  found g rea t  difficulty in 
making any sense ou t of it— hence  
the m an y  translations, abridgm ents  
and guides since th e n ."

Seidensticker c o m m en ted  also on  
the A r th u r  W aley translation  of

Genji:
He took g re a t  liberties w ith  the  
te x t ,  expanding so m e ch apters ,  
deleting at least one. A stu d en t of 
mine had a th e o ry  th at W aley  
read Genji  at breakfast.  W aley  
spilled m arm alad e ov e r  one sec
tion, and that's  w h y  Waley's v e r 
sion is missing a chapter.
B u t  I have g re a t  resp ect  for  
W aley's version.
M u ch  of th e  audience was taken  

aback and re fresh ed  by this w itty  
iconoclasm . I also felt th a t  Seiden
sticker had earn ed  the  right to  m ake  
th ese  brash rem a rk s ,  like the  s tu 
dent of Virgil o r  M ilton w h o  can  
dismiss th e  fo o tn o tes  and c o m m e n 
taries as u n n e ce ssa ry  only because  
he or  she has pored o v e r  th em .

F ro m  m y v a n ta g e  point, the  co n 
ference  w as a successful intellectual 
e xch an g e  and certain ly  tes t im o n y  to  
the y ears  of physical and intellectual  
effort  on the  p art  of E u g en e  E oyang  
and Sum ie Jones. T h e  last w ord  
belongs to  T h e  T a le  o f  Genji-— Genji  
pondering his love affairs, real or  
imagined:

He w e n t  on thinking ab out w h a t 
ev e r  w o m a n  he en co u n te red . A 
p erv erse  c o n co m itan t  w as th at  
the  w o m a n  he w en t on thinking  
ab out w e n t  on thinking ab out  
him. (Seidensticker, p. 2 1 7 )

I w arm ly  re co m m en d  a reading o r  r e 
reading of G enji  if you have th re e  
m on th s ' free time.

— D avid W ise
M r. W ise  is a m em ber  o f  the Endowment staff.

"T he W or ld  o f  Genji :  Perspectives on Genji  
M on og a ta r i" /E u g en e  E o y a n g / ln d ia n a  U.,  
B lo om in g to n /$ 1 , 9 3 6  O R ;  $ 8 , 0 0 0  F M /  
1 9 8 2 - 8 3 / R D / " T h e  Role of the Literary  
Masterpiece : ‘T h e  T a le  o f  Genji'  in Japanese  
C u l t u r e " / $ 5 4 ,0 0 0 / 1 9 8 2 / G M

C hapter 51
A Boat upon the W aters

In the Second M on th ,  
th ro u g h  s n o w -co v ere d  m o u n 
tains. Niou makes his way to  
Uji. He com es upon the  
startled  Ukifune, w h o  has been  
soundly sleeping.

W ithout a word, he took U kifune  
up in his arm s and carried her off. 
j iju  [her m a id ] followed after and  
U kon was left to watch the house.
Soon they were a board  one o f  the 
boats that had  serned so fragile  out on 
the river. A s  they rowed into the 
stream, she clung to Niou, frightened  
as an exile to some hopelessly distant 
shore. H e was delighted. T h e  moon in 
the early-m orning sky shone cloudless 
upon the waters. They were at the 
Islet o f  the O ranges said the boatman,  
pulling up at a large rock over which  
evergreens trailed long branches. (p. 
991,

T h e  lovers stay  in a house  
on the island for tw o  days.
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A PUBLISHER LOOKS AT TRANSLATIONS
BY PAT STRACHAN

by Salim Nakad from Nimrod (Arabic Literature: Then and N ow); translated by M irene G. Hossein

M ore than 1 ,200  translations of fo r 
eign literature were published in 
this cou ntry  in 1981 . T h e  propor
tion of translations may seem less 
than remarkable when we consider 
that over 4 0 ,000  adult trade titles 
reach American bookstores annu
ally. But a recent upsurge in foreign 
li teratu re— especially Latin A m eri
can and Eastern European— will no 
doubt cause that fraction to increase 
in the future.

As it happens, translations 
account for one-qu arter  to one- 
third of  Farrar, S traus and G iroux's 
annual lists. Among the m ore well- 
know n writers we have published 
during the last two years— and 
some for decades be fo re— are 
Roland Barthes, Joseph Brodsky, 
Elias C anetti,  Carlos Fuentes, Peter 
Handke, Knut Hamsun, Czeslaw 
Milosz, Pablo Neruda, Isaac Singer, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Mario 
Vargas Llosa, C hrista  Wolf, and 
M argu erite  Yourcenar. How were 
these, and as yet lesser-know n 
w riters— recently  published, or con
tracted for fu tu re  lists— chosen 
from among the multitude? How 
was each matched with a suitable 
translator?

O ne example is our decision to 
publish Czeslaw Milosz's 1955 
novel, T he Issa Valley.  T h e  process 
originated, as it o ften  does, with the 
advice of a respected writer. In this 
case, Joseph Brodsky recommended 
that we read Milosz's poetry, since 
an early volume was available in 
English. O u r reaction was over
whelmingly positive, as it need be to 
merit consideration of poetry in 
translation, but we learned that the 
Ecco Press had just contracted 
Milosz's new collection. Finding that 
there was a gap in the English- 
language publication of Professor 
Milosz's prose work, we offered to 
publish the first of his two novels, 
then available only in Polish, French 
and G erm an language editions. Why

did we decide to publish this lyrical 
novel set long ago in a corner of 
Lithuania? Because it was the work 
of a great poet, and because the sub
ject was something new to Am eri
can readers. T w o  years after  the 
contract was signed, Milosz won the 
Nobel Price for Literature.

Professor Milosz suggested as 
translator Louis Iribarne, who 
teaches Polish and Russian Litera
ture at the University of T oron to  
and had previously translated Stan- 
islaw Lem, Witold Gombrowicz, 
and Stanislaw Witkiewicz. T h e  sam
ples Iribarne had prepared for W orld  
Literature T oday  in 1978  were magnif
icent, and he was able to work with 
Milosz on particularly obscure 
words and passages.

W henever possible and advisable, 
the author's suggestion for a trans
lator is taken. Experienced transla
tors, whose previous work we 
know, are solicited in the absence of 
a recommendation from the author, 
and, of course, the nature of the 
work is taken into consideration— a 
poet is the ideal translator for 
poetry; a musicologist, who meets 
all other qualifications, for the 
translation of the biography of a 
composer. In the event that a trans
lator whose work is familiar to us is 
not available, sample translations of 
several pages of the text are 
required of candidates w ithout pre
vious books to their credit. This 
tr ial-and-error procedure is time- 
consuming and, undoubtedly, frus
trating for those who aren't com 
missioned to collaborate on a 
volume, but it's the only way we can 
attempt to assess a new translator's 
work. Scholars are called upon to 
determine the accuracy of the 
sample translations, but the grace 
and clarity of the English rendition 
is equally important.

While informal contact with w rit
ers and academic advisers is the 
source of many of our foreign

acquisitions, o ften  the initial inter
est in work w ritten  in another lan
guage is spurred by the in terna
tional com m unity  of publishers that 
meets every year at the Frankfurt 
Book Fair. Roger W. Straus, presi
dent of Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
deems this event "a  must for gar
nering information, not only for 
immediate use, but for the long 
haul." W riters who have not yet 
established a reputation in this 
country, who may not even have 
published a book in their native 
land, are often first considered on 
the basis of conversations at Frank
furt. And the financial burden of 
publishing translations is sometimes 
offset by arrangem ents  for co
publication that are started there.

It is fair to say-that the m arket for 
translations is generally more 
limited than that for other publica
tions, but the exceptions are many. 
M ost serious readers have an 
understandable penchant for travel
ing beyond their own living rooms, 
for learning something of the 
human condition from  another van
tage point. Publishers are readers 
too, and the publication of transla
tions is less a sign of financial 
temerity than a natural outcom e of 
their own literary inclinations.
Their desire to represent a broad 
range of literary endeavor and the 
availability of gifted collaborators 
willing to render the work of their 
colleagues keep the art of transla
tion in business. G rants  from  agen
cies of the G erm an and Swedish 
governments, and organizations 
such as the PEN American Center,  
the NEH Translations program* and 
Columbia's Translation  C enter ,  pub
lisher of the biennial journal T ra n s la 
tion, extend the inroads to world 
literature in English by providing 
financial assistance and invaluable 
forums for writers and translators.

We are American publishers, and 
so our main responsibility is to w ri

ters of English, but, as Bernard 
Malamud said on his election to the 
presidency of PEN in 1979 , "W e 
encourage the arts of translation. 
Literature has never been, nor can 
be, only a national endeavor."

*Ed. note: Translations supported by the 
Endowment m ake accessible materials  
important to scholars in a ll  f ie lds o f  the 
humanities.  Since its inception, the program  
has received applications fo r  translations 
into English from  1 0 3  languages and made  
awards fo r  translations from  6 6  languages.  
A total o f  2 5 9  grants have been m ade to 
prepare scholarly  editions o f  translated  
materials,  d rawn from  a broad range o f  cul
tures and academic disciplines. Some recent 
examples are:

The L etters of G ustave Flaubert, 
1857 -1880 ,  selected, edited and trans
lated by Francis Steegm uller. H a rv ard  
University Press, 1 9 8 2 .
M artin H eidegger: The Basic Prob
lems of Phenom enology, translated, 
with introduction and lexicon by 
Albert Hofstadter, Indiana University  
Press, 1 9 8 2 .
The Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays 
by M. M. Bakhtin, edited and tran s
lated by Michael Holquist. University of  
Texas Press, 1 9 8 1 .
The Journey to the W est, The H si-yu  
chi, Vols. I, II & III, translated and 
edited by A nthony Yu. Chicago  U niver
sity Press, 1 9 7 7 - 1 9 8 0 .
Introduction to Islam ic Theology & 
Law, by Ignaz Goldhizer, translated 
by Andras and R uth  Hamori; in tro
duction and additional notes by B er 
nard Lewis. Princeton University Press, 
1 9 8 1 .
K ierkegaard: The C o rsair A ffair: 
K ierkegaard's W ritings XIII, edited 
and translated by Howard and Edna 
Houg. Princeton University Press, 1 9 8 2 .  
The Laws of the M urom achi Bakafu  
(1336-1573) ,  edited and translated, 
with introduction, by Kenneth G ross- 
berg. M on um enta  Nipponica ,  Tokyo 1 9 8 1 .
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Language Study and 
"Global Civics"

BY RIC H AR D  BROD

S ince  th e  1 9 7 9  p resid entia l  
co m m iss io n 's  call fo r  in 
crea sed  fu nd ing  fo r  lan gu ag es  

and in te rn a t io n a l  s tudies  in the  
in te re s t  o f  n a t ion a l  secu rity ,  m o u n t 
ing evidence o f  cu rr icu la r  creat iv ity  
and re s to ra t io n  o f  language  
re q u ire m e n ts  at places like S t a n 
ford , C h ap el  Hill, Y ale ,  and B erk e ley  
hav e  n u r tu r e d  hop es  fo r  re n e w e d  
in te r e s t  and support.

D esp ite  th e s e  positive  signs, h o w 
ever,  th e re  is still no re a s o n  fo r  la n 
g u ag e  p ro fe ss io n a ls  to  an tic ip ate  a 
re s to ra t io n  o f  e n ro l lm e n ts  and p ro 
g ra m s to  th e  levels o f  th e  1 9 6 0 s .
N o t on ly  is th e  A m e r ic a n  ed u ca
tional sy s te m  as a w h o le  m o re  d if
fu se  and varied th a n  it w as tw e n t y  • 
years  ago, b u t  th e  lan g u a g e  teach ing  
en te rp r ise  in p art icu lar  c o n t in u e s  to 
s u f fe r  f ro m  fra g m e n t a t io n  and c o n 
fu s io n  o f  e xp e c ta t io n s .  N o  g r e a te r  
cha l leng e  faces  th e  lan gu ag e  field 
today th a n  th a t  o f  d ef in ing  feasib le  
and desirable  o u tc o m e s  o f  study.

As th e  la n g u a g e -te a ch in g  p r o fe s 
sion m o ves  to w a rd  c o n s e n s u s  on 
edu cational o b je c t iv e s ,  m u c h  w o rk  
still n eed s-to  be d one in precise ly  
d efin ing  skills and s ta g es  o f  
a c h iev em en t .  In th e  case  o f  th e  la n 
g u ag e  skills ( l is ten ing , speaking , 
read ing , w r it in g )  con sid erab le  p ro g 
ress  has b ee n  m ade in developing  a 
c o m m o n  m e tr ic  fo r  m e a s u r in g  th e ir  
a t ta in m e n t .  T h e  u l t im a te  goal will 
be th e  p ro fe ss io n a l  ce r t i f ica t io n  not 
o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  (days, 
w eek s ,  s e m e s te rs )  o f  study, b ut 
ra th e r  o f  w h a t  th e  individual can  do

w ith  a language . In developing the  
capacity  to  c e r t i fy  fu n c tio n a l  c o m p e 
te n ce  in a la n g u ag e , r a th e r  th a n  
m e re ly  tim e sp ent in a c la ssro o m , 
th e  te a ch in g  p ro fe ss io n  will have 
com e a long w ay  to w a rd  re e s ta b l is h 
ing its credibility  and its p ro p er  m is
sion in education .

C e r t i f i c a t io n  and p ro per o r g a n iz a 
tion o f  t ra in in g  in la n g u a g e  skills 
are  precise ly  w h a t  th e  te a ch in g  p ro 
fe ss io n  need s to  fulfill  its ro le  in 
serv ing  th e  na t ion a l  in t e r e s t — th a t  
is, in m e e t in g  public and private  
needs fo r  p e rso n n e l  w ith  c o m m u 
nicative  skills. C le a re r  d ef in it ion s  o f  
s tag es  o f  a ch ie v e m e n t  will help 
m ak e  lan gu ag e  stud y m o re  e ff ic ie n t  
and u l t im a te ly  m o re  rew a rd in g  to  
th o se  lea rn ers  w h o  c h o o s e  to  in vest  
t im e  and e f fo r t  in it. C a r e fu l ly  
defined  p ro g ra m s  w ith  su cce ss fu l  
t rack  record s  m ay e v e n tu a l ly  a t tr a c t  
n e w  so u rce s  o f  su p p ort  to  s t im u la te  
g r o w th  and e xp an sion .

B ey o n d  th e  call fo r  lan g u age  skills 
in th e  n a t io n a l  in te re s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  is 
th e  need  to  re co g n iz e  a second  fu n c 
tion  o f  lan g u ag e  in g e n era l  ed u ca
t ion  as p art  o f  th e  h u m an it ie s .
W hile  th e  tw o  fu n c t io n s  can  and do 
overlap, th e y  re q u ire  v e ry  d if fe ren t  
kinds o f  c o m m itm e n t  on  th e  p art  of 
lea rn ers  and v e ry  d if fe re n t  k inds o f  
edu cational p ro g ram s. Public d ebate  
on  th is  su b je c t  has n o t  a lw ays 
helped to  c larify  th e  issues. E v en  th e  
P res id en t 's  C o m m is s io n  on  Fore ign  
L an g u ag e  and In te rn a t io n a l  S tu dies  
of 1 9 7 8 - 7 9  failed to  m ak e  a clear 
d ist inction  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  fu n c 

tions  o f  lan g u ag e  study. Its  basic 
th e m e  w as  th e  n a tion a l  in te re s t ,  y e t  
on e  o f  its key  proposals  w as th e  r e s 
to ra t io n  o f  in s t itu t io n a l  language 
re q u ire m e n ts ,  a t im e -h o n o re d  
in s t r u m e n t  o f  g e n e ra l  ed u ca tio n  pol
icy. T o  com p ou nd  th e  e rro r ,  th e  
C o m m is s io n  tre a te d  fo re ig n  lan 
guag es  and in te rn a t io n a l  s tudies  as 
sep arate  e n t i t ie s  and d ev oted  little  
space to  th e  links b e tw e e n  th e m  at 
th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  and precollegiate  
levels.

O t h e r  g ro u p s ,  h o w e v e r ,  including

th e  A m er ica n  C o u n cil  on E ducation  
(1 9 7 5 ) ,  T h e  C o u n cil  on L earn ing  
(1 9 8 0 ) ,  and th e  A ssocia t ion  o f  
A m erica n  C o lleg es  (1 9 8 1 ) ,  have 
issued re p o r ts  and s ta te m e n ts  th a t  
hav e  m o re  s u cce ss fu l ly  defined  the 
ce n tra l  ro le  o f  lang uages  and in te r 
national s tudies  in g e n era l  ed u ca
tion. G radually , both  th e  te a ch in g  
p ro fess ion  and th e  public hav e  com e 
to  re co g n ize  th a t  la n g u a g e  in s t ru c 
tion co v ers  m o re  th a n  m ere ly  
g ra m m a r  and vo cabu lary ,  and th a t  
its e s s e n c e  is th e  s tu d y  o f  cu ltu re .
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U.N. Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar speaking with 
form er President of the USSR, the late Leonid Brezhnev, 
through interpreter Viktor Sukhodrev.
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BUSINESS SPEAKS A
FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

Eduardo A . Peniche, assistant professor of 
foreign language, Central Virginia Com
munity College, directs the school's Cross- 
Cultural and Foreign Language Research 
Center.

Allow ing fo r  d if fe ren ce s  o f  e m p h a 
sis, m o st  p ro fe ss io n a ls  w ould p ro b 
ably be willing to  ag re e  on  fo u r  
principal o b je c t iv e s  fo r  a g e n era l-  
edu cation  lan gu ag e  cou rse :  f irst ,  th e  
a t ta in m e n t  o f  a m e a su ra b le  capacity to 
use a specific  seco nd  language ; 
second, an  awareness o f language, in its 
un iv ersa ls  and its part icu lars ;  third, 
som e knowledge o f  facts  and g e n e ra l i 
za tions  a b o u t  th e  cu ltu re s  o f  the  
n a t io n s  w h e re  th e  part icu lar  lan
guag e  is spoken; and finally, an 
awareness o f culture as a un iv ersa l  p he
n o m e n o n ,  including th e  idea o f  cu l
tu ra l  parity , th e  co n c ep t  th a t  fo rm s  
th e  basis fo r  th e  stud y o f  racial,  
e th n ic ,  and l inguistic  d iversity  in 
A m e r ica n  society  as well as in global 
society . D ef in e d  by th e s e  fo u r  
aspects ,  lan g u age  study can  legiti
m ate ly  be reg ard ed  as b o th  a core  
discipline o f  th e  h u m an it ie s  and at 
th e  sam e tim e  th e  k e y s to n e  o f  w h a t  
m ig ht be called "g lo b a l  c iv ics ,"  th e  
education  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  responsib le  
citizenship  in an in te rd e p e n d en t ,  
in terac t iv e  world.

If an era  o f  p ro sp er ity  fo r  lan 
guag e  e d u cation  should  r e tu rn ,  the  
na t ion 's  colleges  and u n iv ers it ies  
will h a v e  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  becom e 
th e  n a tu ra l  focal po ints  fo r  serious 
p ro fe ss io n a l  lang uage  tra in in g  as 
well as fo r  s tro n g  p ro g ra m s in g e n 
eral education . P o s ts e c o n d a ry  in s t i 
tu tio n s  should  also  see  th e  ad van
tage  o f  su p p ort in g  and en co u ra g in g  
h ig h  schools  in th e ir  e f fo r t s  to  help 
s tu d e n ts  acq u ire  an appreciation  of 
th e  la n g u a g e s  and c u ltu re s  o f  th e  
world as well as fo rm  th e  basis for  
in te rn a t io n a l ly  or ie n te d  careers .  In 
g e n era l  h igh  schools ,  cu rricu la  in 
global edu cation  can  be linked w ith  
e x is t in g  language  p ro g ram s. A t the  
sam e t im e, special in te rn a tio n a l  
m ag n et sch oo ls  can  be d eveloped— 
like tho se  a lready e x is t in g  in several 
c i t ie s — to  o f fe r  e n h a n ce d  p ro g ram s 
fo r  b o th  g e n era l  and specialized 
in te rn a t io n a l  education.

A ccep tin g  th e  prem ise  th a t  ou r  
national  need  fo r  specialized lan
guage  skills is critical, and re c o g n iz 
ing th a t  th e  n at ion  is unlikely  to 
indulge in co n scr ip t io n  o f  s tu d e n ts  
to m e e t  it, w e  m a y  begin  to  regard  
the  in te rn a t io n a l  h igh  school as the  
ideal place to  id en tify  s tu d e n ts  w ith  
the aptitude , b a ck g ro u n d , m o tiv a 
tion, and g e n era l  capacity  to  p u rsu e  
advanced studies. O u r  c u ltu re  has 
long placed a p re m iu m  on  th e  early  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t  and re w a rd  o f  
y o u th fu l  a ch ie v e m e n t  in sc ience ,  
sports ,  and th e  arts .  N o th in g  w ould 
help th e  cause o f  language  in s t r u c 
tion m o re  th a n  to  give com p arab le  
recognition  to a ch iev ers  in th e  stud y 
of languages. C o lle g es  and u n iv e rs i 
ties m ig ht consid er  se t t in g  aside 
scholarship  funds fo r  such  s tu d e n ts ,  
based on th e ir  a t ta in m e n t  o f  defined  
goals. T o  give language  s tu d y  th e  
appeal, prestige ,  and re co g n it io n  
now  accorded, fo r  exam p le ,  to  c o m 
petitive sports ,  w ould be a w o r th y  
mission fo r  an y  u n iv ers ity  or  college 
and an appropriate  sign o f  c o m m it 
m en t to th e  nation 's  service.

C. H ow ard  A u stin ,  a m a n a g e r  w ith  
the G r i f f in  Pipe P ro d u cts  Co. o f  
L yn ch b u rg , V irg in ia , f lew  to  C o n 
n ecticu t seek ing  to  s tr ik e  a busin ess  
deal b e tw e e n  his com p an y 's  fo u n d ry  
and re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  Egyptian  
g o v ern m e n t.

En ro u te  to  th e  m e e tin g ,  A u stin  
diligently studied a b r ie f in g  b ook  on 
Egyptian h is to ry  and c u ltu re  p re 
pared by a local c o m m u n ity  college. 
He b eca m e so well versed  in his s u b 
ject th a t  he  a s to n ish e d  his  Egyptian  
trading p a r tn e rs .  O n e  o f  th e  v is itors  
was so im p ressed  th a t  he  asked  to 
take th e  b r ie f in g  book hom e as a 
sou ven ir  a f te r  c losing th e  deal.

A u stin  is on e  o f  m o re  th a n  4 5 0  
s o u th e a s te rn  V irg in ia  re s id e n ts  and 
b u s in essm en  w h o  have p ro fi ted — in 
m ore  w ays th an  o n e — fro m  an 
innovative  educational p ro g ram  
conducted by C e n tr a l  V irg in ia  
C o m m u n ity  C ollege. T h e  school's  
C ro s s -C u ltu ra l  and F ore ig n  L an 
guage R e so u rc e  C e n te r ,  b eg u n  in 
1 9 7 9  w ith  a pilot g ra n t  f ro m  N EH , 
is help ing the  reg ion 's  indu str ia lis ts  
and m e rc h a n ts  to  sell produ cts  
abroad by tea ch in g  th e m  th e  core  
e le m e n ts  o f  language  and cu ltu re  in 
cou n tr ies  eyed as possible  m a rk e ts .

B y  preparing  busin essp eop le  to 
deal w ith  c o u n te rp a r ts  in fo re ig n  
lands, th e  p ro gra m 's  initial success  
appears to supp ort  a r e c e n t  p re s i
dential co m m iss io n , w h ich  r e c o m 
mended th a t  U .S .  b u s in e s s m e n  
becom e b e t te r  acq uain ted  w ith  f o r 
eign cu ltu res.  A nd w hile  help ing to 
dispel th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  "U g ly  A m e r 

ican" abroad, the  p ro g ra m  also is 
becom ing a vital e le m e n t  in the  
L y n ch b u rg  co m m u n ity .

" W e  hav e  a can -d o  a t t i tu d e "  ab o u t  
teach in g  fo re ig n  cu ltu re s  to  bu si
n e s sm e n ,  says E duardo P en iche ,  
d irec to r  o f  th e  lang uage  cen ter .
" T h e  b u sin ess  c o m m u n ity  n ow  r e f 
ers  to  us as 'o u r '  cu ltu ra l  re so u rce  
ce n te r .  I th in k  th a t 's  a good s ig n ."

T h e  idea fo r  th e  p ro g ram  dates 
back to  1 9 7 4 ,  as a sev ere  re cess ion  
gripped th e  indu str ia l  L y n ch b u rg  
area and its 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  res id ents .  S ited  
at th e  h e a d w a te rs  o f  th e  Jam es  
R iv er  and th e  fo o t  o f  th e  B lu e  Ridge 
M o u n ta in s ,  th e  reg io n  cradles a 
m o tle y  arra y  o f  an c ien t  fo u nd ries  
and fo rg es  in te rsp erse d  w ith  m o d 
ern  fac to r ies .  B u t  th e  b u s in esses  all 
had on e  th ing  in c o m m o n  as the 
re ce ss io n  spread. " T h e i r  m ark e ts  
w e re  dry ing  up ,"  recalls  P eniche ,  
w h o  w as asked by several  area c o m 
panies to  exp lore  w ays to  boost  
e x p o rts  by in creasin g  b u s in essm e n 's  
pro fic iency  in fo re ig n  languages.

A native  o f  Y u c a ta n ,  M ex ico ,  w h o  
la ter  served  as a l inguist in th e  U .S .  
A rm y , P en ich e  beg an  even in g  
in s tru c t io n s  in S p a n ish  fo r  ab ou t 
th r e e  d ozen  em p loy ees  o f  th e  G e n 
eral E lectric  C o m p a n y ,  w h ich  was 
planning to e n te r  th e  Latin  A m e r i 
can  m a rk et .

B u t  P en ich e  and G .E . b o th  quickly 
realized th a t  language  in stru ct ion  
m ig ht p rove  fru it le ss  un less  the 
bu sin ess  pupils also un d ersto od  
so m e th in g  ab o u t  fo re ig n  cu lture .

" I t 's  v ery  sad w h e n  an A m erica n

b u s in essm a n  arr ives ,  fo r  exam p le ,  in 
C araca s ,  V en e z u e la ,  and th in k s  th a t  
C o lo m b ia  is a city  in V e n e z u e la ,"  
P en iche  says, n ot in g  th a t  m an y  su c
cessfu l  Jap an ese  and G e r m a n  busi
n e s sm e n  hav e  b ee n  quick to  learn 
A m erica n  cu sto m s  as well as the  
English  language.

A f te r  fu r th e r  d iscussions, the  
c o m m u n ity  college proposed c r e a t 
ing a cu ltu ra l  c e n te r  fo r  area busi
n e s s m e n  and res id en ts .  Edward 
D udley , head  o f  th e  m o d e rn  la n 
guag e  d e p a r tm e n t  at S ta te  U n iv e r 
sity  o f  N ew  Y o r k  at B u f fa lo  w h o  
evaluated  th e  p ro je c t  as an NEH 
c o n s u lta n t ,  hailed th e  plan as a "w a y  
of  b ring ing  th e  h u m a n it ie s  to  the  
busin ess  and p ro fess ion al  people o f  
L y n c h b u rg ."  P ractica l-m ind ed  bu si
ness  e x e cu t iv es  also see th e  p ro 
g ra m  as a w ay to  bring in increased  
re v e n u e s  fro m  fo re ig n  sales.

W ith  th e  p ro g ra m  now  in its 
second full y e a r  o f  o p era t ion , "w e  
are  b eco m in g  an  im p o r ta n t  part of 
th e  c o m m u n i ty ,"  says Peniche.
" T h is  has  g on e  beyon d  a n y th in g  w e 
exp e cte d ."

In addition to  o f fe r in g  traditional 
tw o -y e a r  lang uag e  p ro g ram s in 
Sp an ish  and G e r m a n ,  th e  c e n te r  
also fe a tu re s  special in tro d u cto ry  
cou rse s  in Sp anish , F re n ch ,  G e r 
m an , C h in e s e  and Jap an ese ,  w ith  
sim ilar co u rse s  p lanned in Arabic 
and P o rtu g u e se .

T h e s e  co u rse s ,  explains P eniche , 
are ta u g h t  th r o u g h  th e  "se lf -paced , 
s e l f - in s tru c t io n a l  m e th o d ,"  w ith o u t  
c lassro om  te a ch e rs .  S tu d e n ts  in
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these co u rses  learn th ro u g h  the  use  
of self-instructional tapes, film 
strips and vid eocassettes  em phasiz
ing co n te m p o ra r y  idioms and p racti
cal language use. Individual tu to rs ,  
som e of th em  private v olu n teers  
fro m  the region, provide back-up  
support.

T h e  c e n te r  also offers  individual
ized instruction  as well as mini
courses, w orksh op s and cable televi
sion p ro g ra m s to aid w ould-be  
M arco  Polos. "W e 're  n ot only open  
to businessm en, but to John Doe on  
the s tr e e t ,"  says Peniche, w h o  notes  
the cen ter 's  services also have been  
used by area  residents planning to  
to u r  a foreign co u n try .

P art  of the p rog ram 's  success  
stem s from  the coop eration  of th ree  
area fo u r-y e a r  colleges— Randolph-  
M acon , S w eet Briar and L y n ch b u rg  
C ollege— which all provide in s tru c 
tors  and advice. "N o  one is c o m p e t
ing against an yone else,"  notes  
Peniche, w h o  adds th a t  this in for
mal co n so rtiu m  enables th e  cultural  
ce n te r  to  expand the  ra n g e  of avail
able p rogram s.

As a vital part of its e ffo rt ,  the  
cen ter  has d raw n  on the talents  of  
area studies in stru cto rs  to  produce  
"cultural packets" o r  briefing books 
like th at used by the Griffin Pipe 
officials in n egotiating with the  
Egyptians.

F o r ty - tw o  packets on cou ntries  
ranging fro m  Ecuador to  Indonesia  
have been w ritte n  by L y n ch b u rg -  
area exp erts .  T h e  briefing packets  
provide inform ation  about the  his
tory  of th e  co u n try ,  its legal and po
litical institutions, its cu ltu re  and  
educational system , attitudes  
tow ard  family life, and general  
background m a tte rs  such  as cu s 
tom s, food, music, dance and dress.

T h e  assembled inform ation  e n a 
bles business s tu d en ts  " t o  d e m o n 
stra te  an in terest  in th e  people  
they're dealing w ith ,"  says Peniche.

W h en  G en eral Electric fo rm ed  a 
joint v e n tu re  in D en m ark , it sent

th irty  em ployees to th e  c e n te r  to  
learn so m ething  of D anish language  
and cu ltu re . T h e  sam e com p an y  
used the ce n te r  again by assigning  
tw e n ty  technicians destined for  
M exico to  learn the basics of th at  
nation's history . M e re d ith -B u rd a , a 
G e rm a n -A m e rica n  com p a n y  in 
Ly nchburg , enrolled a dozen A m e ri
can em ployees in G e rm a n  cou rse s  at 
the cen ter.

"N o w  th ey  w o n 't  com e on like 
senior p a r tn e rs ,"  observes Peniche.  
'T h e y  w o n 't  act like a rro g a n t  A m e r 
icans w h o  are  interested  only in 
making m o n e y ."

But the  c e n te r  also is trying to  
make the L y n ch b u rg  area  appear  
m ore hospitable to  foreign guests . It 
has prepared a s ix ty -m in u te  slide 
show  in several languages describ
ing the schools, businesses, h istory  
and cu ltu re  of th e  region. Last June,  
visitors from  the People's Republic  
of C hina w ere  g reeted  with the slide 
show  in their  native lan g u ag e— a 
gestu re  th a t  prom p ted  the  startled  
head of the  C hinese  delegation to  
offer thanks for such  "special  
t r e a tm e n t ."

In so m e cases, the  c e n te r  also has  
acted as an inform al business re f e r 
ral agency. In one instance, som e  
Japanese m erc h a n ts  w ere  interested  
in buying Virginia lumber. B ut the  
Japanese couldn't speak English, and  
the loggers couldn't speak Japanese.  
T h e  c e n te r  solved the dilemma by  
finding a tran sla to r .

In addition to  its effo rts  on behalf  
of area  co m m e rc e ,  the  c e n te r  is 
w orking  to  m eet  several o th e r  key  
goals. A t  a time w h e n  m an y  c o m 
m u n ity  colleges have been forced  to  
abandon foreign  language study  
because of declining en rollm en ts ,  
C en tra l  Virginia has been able to  
m aintain all of their  language o f f e r 
ings. And their  s tu d en ts  w h o  are  
in terested  in foreign  cu ltu res  h ave a 
good s ta r t  tow ard  p ursuing m o re  
intensive study at a fo u r-y ea r  
college.

T h e  real th ru s t  of the C e n te r ,  
h o w e v er ,  is to  involve th e  L y n c h 
burg co m m u n ity  in foreign  lan
gu age  study. T h e  c e n te r  perm its  
s tu d en ts  at eleven area high schools  
to  use the  language laboratories  and  
o th e r  facilities, and to  take p art  in 
various w orksh op s. T h e  c e n te r  also 
is helping foreign  s tu d en ts  in the  
area by teaching  English as a second  
language. This  has becom e a crucial  
help to area  c h u rch es  contending  
with refugees  fro m  S o u th e a s t  Asia,  
says Peniche, himself a V ietn am ese  
linguist.

In the p rocess, the  c e n te r  "h as  
becom e a focal point of  reso u rce s  
for the business co m m u n ity ,  high  
schools and the public at large ,"  
Peniche says, noting th at m a n y  in 
the c o m m u n ity  h ave donated  their  
time and skills to  fu r th e r  the  p ro 
g ram 's  goals.

He points ou t,  for exam p le ,  th at a 
local w o m a n  w h o  speaks Japanese  
gladly v o lu n teered  to  se rv e  as a 
tu to r  for th ose  seeking to stu d y  th at  
language. "E v e ry th in g  d raw s su p 
port fro m  the local c o m m u n ity ,"  
Peniche says. "T h is  has b ecom e a 
co m m u n ity  project ,  w ith  vo lu n teers  
w h o  like to  associate  th em selves  
with  a w in n e r ."

In an era  in w hich the  United  
S tates  and o th e r  g o v e r n m e n ts  have  
begun p ro m o tin g  m o re  p ro te c t io n is t  
trade policies, private  p ro g ra m s  like 
the one o p erated  by the c e n te r  could  
becom e increasingly im p o rtan t  to  
stim ulate  world  trade.

G o v e r n o r  C h arles  Robb recently  
tapped th e  p ro g ra m  d irecto r  to  
serve  on a special task fo rce  to 
advise on international trade  
m a tte rs .

— Frank O 'D onnell
Mr. O 'Donnell is a W ashington journalist 
and a frequent contributor to Hum anities.

"Cross Cultural and Foreign Language 
P rogram "/Eduardo  P en iche /C en tra l  V irg i
nia Community College, Lynchburg/$ 3  5 , 7 4 3 /  
1 9 7 9 - 8 0 / E P
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Language is Elementary
T h e  polyglot h e r i ta g e  o f  this  c o u n 
try 's  m o st  e th n ica lly  d iverse  city, 
N ew  Y o rk ,  is re f lec ted  in th e  la n 
guag e  o f fe r in g s  o f  th a t  c ity 's  public 
schools . S tu d e n ts  in n e ig h b o rh o o d s  
as d isparate  as C r o w n  H e ig h ts  and 
S p a n ish  H a r le m  m ay  stud y as m an y  
fo re ig n  la n g u ag e s  as th e y  can  fit 
in to  th e ir  class schedu les  f ro m  
a m o n g  th e  te n  d i f fe re n t  lang uag es  
o f fe red  in th e  N e w  Y o r k  public 
s ch o o l  system .

Y e t  th e  schoo l  d istr ict  w ith in  th e  
g re a te r  N e w  Y o r k  m e tro p o l i ta n  area 
w h ich  provides th e  m o s t  w ide- 
ra n g in g  e x p o su re  to  fo re ig n  lan 
g u a g e s  fo r  all o f  its s tu d e n ts  is 
located  n o t  w ith in  th e  five b o ro u g h s  
b u t  tw e n t y  miles up th e  H u d so n  
R iv er .  T h e r e ,  in th e  s u b u rb a n  c o m 
m u n ity  o f  B lau velt ,  N ew  Y o rk ,  4 0 0  
f i f th  and s ix th  g ra d e rs  f ro m  the  
S o u t h  O r a n g e t o w n  Middle S ch oo l  
“e x p lo r e "  as m a n y  as tw e n ty  d if fe r 
e n t  la n g u a g e s  and cu ltu re s  ov er  the  
co u rse  o f  tw o  y e a rs  ra n g in g  fro m  
th e  m o re  t ra d it io n a l  S p an ish  and 
F re n ch  to Ja p a n ese ,  Hindi, and 
Sw ahili.

As th e y  stud y th e  lan g u a g e s ,  the  
s tu d e n ts  rece ive  in s tru c t io n  in the  
cu ltu re s  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  in w h ich  
th e  lang uag es  are  spoken. T h is  
"g lob a l  e d u ca t io n "  approach  is c o o r 
d inated w ith  th e  social studies c u r 
r icu lu m  so th a t  th e  h is to ry  and g e o 
g rap h y  o f  th e  co u n tr ie s  u n d er  study 
are  tre a te d  co n c u rre n t ly .

" T h e  idea fo r  th e  p ro g ra m  cam e 
f ro m  a g roup  o f  five fo re ig n  la n 
guag e  te a ch e rs  w ith  th e  s tro n g  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  th e  middle school 
principal,"  said T h o m a s  B irn ey , 
ch a irm a n  o f  th e  F ore ig n  L ang u ag e  
D e p a rtm e n t .

W ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  a co u rse  fo r  
academ ically  g ifted  e ig h th  g rad ers ,

fo re ig n  lan g u ag e  in s tru c t io n  at 
S o u th  O r a n g e to w n  had b ee n  elim i
nated  in th e  cu rr icu la r  sh ifts  o f  th e  
m id -1 9 7 0 s .  S tu d e n t  in te re s t  in f o r 
e ign  la n g u a g e s  had w ith ered . 
A ccord ing  to  a 1 9 7 8  su rvey  by the 
A m erica n  C o u n cil  on  th e  T e a c h in g  
o f  F o re ig n  L an g u ages ,  fe w e r  th a n  
18  p e rc e n t  o f  A m er ica n  s e v e n th  and 
e ig h th  g rad e rs  w e re  rece iv ing  any 
in s tru c t io n  in lan g u a g e s  o th e r  th a n  
English . E s t im a te s  o f  fo re ig n  lan
g u ag e  e n ro l lm e n ts  in grades  on e  
th ro u g h  six fell  as appallingly low as 
1 p e rce n t  o f  all non -b il in g u al  ed u ca
tion s tu d e n ts .  T h is  decline cam e 
despite  th e  c o n s e n s u s  o f  d evelop
m en ta l  p sych olog is ts  and e d u cators  
th a t  th e  p re a d o lesce n t  y ears  are  th e  
tim e in w h ich  lan g u age  acquisition  
is th e  easiest .

T h e  in itia tive  o f  th e  te a ch e rs  and 
L aw re n ce  G lick m a n , th e  principal 
w h o  ca m e  to  S o u th  O r a n g e to w n  in 
1 9 7 7 ,  a l tered  th e  s itu a t io n  in 
B lauvelt .

T h e  f i f th  g rad ers  th e re  are  in t r o 
duced to  lan gu ag e  stud y th r o u g h  a 
s ix -w ee k  su rv e y  o f  lan g u ag e  p ro p e r
ties, such  as a lp h abets  and dialects; 
o f  language  fam ilies  and o f  th e  re la 
tionship  b e tw e e n  lan g u ag es  and cul
tu re .  T h e y  stud y th e  con cep t of 
e th n ic  h e r i tag e  and e v en  to u ch  on 
n o n v e rb a l  c o m m u n ica t io n .

T h e  s tu d e n ts  th e n  begin  to study 
a specific language ; th e  f irs t ,  C h i 
nese .  T h e r e  is no a t te m p t  to  m ake 
th e  s tu d e n ts  c o n v e rs a n t  in th e  la n 
guage . T h e y  learn  n o  g r a m m a r  and 
stud y a v e ry  limited vocabu lary .

B u t ,  says B irn ey ,  " T h e y  learn  h ow  
to  learn  a fo re ig n  language . And 
th e y  learn  th e  cu ltu re s  o f  th e  people 
w h o s e  lan gu ag e  th e y  s tu d y ."

A wide ran g e  o f  lea rn in g  activi
ties ,  including a r t  p ro je c ts ,  gam es ,

w o rk s h e e ts ,  and drills, keep th e  te n -  
year-o ld s  in te res te d .  B y  th e  end of 
th e ir  f i f th -g ra d e  year ,  s tu d e n ts  can 
co u n t ,  e x c h a n g e  p leasan tr ies ,  give 
sim ple d irections ,  sing songs,  and 
o rd e r  a m eal  in C h in e s e ,  Japan ese ,  
K o rea n ,  V ie tn a m e s e ,  Ind onesian , 
H ind ustan i,  Sw ahili ,  A rabic , and 
H ebrew . In addition, th ey  k n ow  
so m e th in g  o f  all th e  cu ltu re s  t r a n s 
m itted  th r o u g h  th e s e  languages.

"T r a d i t io n a l  lan g u age  c lasses have 
s u f fe re d  f r o m  in a t te n t io n  n o t  only  
to  th e  stud y o f  cu ltu re  b ut also to 
th e  in te rc o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  v a r 
ious lan g u ag es  and c u ltu re s ,"  said 
A n d r e w  S m ith  o f  G lob al  P e rs p e c 
tives in E ducation , w h ich  developed 
som e o f  th e  cu rr icu lar  m ateria ls  
used in th e  p ro g ram . " B y  exposing  
ch ildren  to  th e  a rt ,  m usic , h is tory ,  
and cu s to m s  of m a n y  o th e r  c o u n 
tr ies  as th e  S o u th  O r a n g e to w n  p ro 
g ra m  does, th e  s tu d e n ts  hav e  a b e t 
te r  ch a n ce  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  
in te rd e p e n d en ce  b e tw e e n  the  
world 's  cu ltu re s  and th u s  avoid e t h 
n o ce n tr ic  p e rsp e c t iv es ."

"I  th in k  th a t  o u r  kids w ould not 
be prepared  fo r  th e  w orld  th a t  th ey  
are  going to  find if th e y  w e re n 't  
g iven a sen se  o f  th e  social im plica
tions o f  th e  in creasin g  e con om ic  
in te rd e p e n d en ce  o f  n a t io n s ,"  said 
G l ic k m a n ."  T h is  p ro g ra m  allow s s t u 
d en ts  f r o m  th e  d iverse  im m ig ra n t  
populations w ith in  o u r  c o m m u n ity  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  and take  pride in 
th e ir  cu ltu ra l  h e r i ta g e  and to say, 
'H ey , I'm an A m erican ,  to o . '"

T h e  s ix th -g ra d e  s tu d e n ts  s tud y 
m o re  trad itional languag es  fo r  
lon g er  periods o f  t im e to  prepare  
th e m  fo r  th e  s e v e n th  year, w h e n  
th ey  will be requ ired  to  ch o o se  one  
o f  th e  fo u r  lan g u ag es  fo r  in -d ep th  
s tu d y — F re n ch ,  G e r m a n ,  Spanish ,

The earlier children are exposed to foreign  
languages and cultures, the more likely they 
are to pursue language study in their later 
years, it is thought. Children in suburban  
New Y ork and their counterparts in Holetta 
Village, Ethiopia, study languages other 
than their own.

and Italian. T h e  vo cabu lary  and 
simple e x p ress io n s  th e y  learn  in 
grade six will be expanded in ju n io r  
high  w h e n  th e y  begin  to  learn  
g ra m m a r  and s y n ta x  and s ta r t  
tow ard  th e  goal o f  speaking, re ad 
ing, and w rit in g  a fo re ig n  language .

T h e  p ro g ra m  has reaped the  
b en e fi ts  of part ic ipation  by faculty  
m e m b e r s  in th e  art ,  m u sic ,  English , 
and social s tudies  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  as 
w ell  as th e  sch oo l 's  gu id ance  c o u n s e 
lor. In addition ap p ro x im ate ly  sev en  
c o m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  each y ear  have 
v o lu n te ered  th e ir  serv ices  as 
r e so u rce  people fo r  p re s e n ta t io n s  on 
th e  lang uag es  and c u ltu re s  o f  the  
co u n tr ie s  f ro m  w h ich  th e y  cam e. 
M a r y  W a tts ,  a te a c h e r  f ro m  E n g 
land, lec tu red  and an sw e re d  q u e s 
tions  on th e  d if fe ren c e s  b e tw e e n  
B r it ish  and A m erica n  language , 
m usic , and edu cational sy s tem s .  
A lth o u g h  she  w as  " n o t  su re  h o w  
m u ch  ab o u t  each cu ltu re  th e  child
re n  can  le a rn "  in sect io n s  rare ly  
lo n g er  th a n  fo u r  w eek s ,  but th a t  the  
e xp e rien ce  had an "a w a k e n in g  
e f f e c t "  on  th e  s tu d en ts .

E xp e cta t io n s  by som e p a re n ts  th a t  
th e ir  ch ild ren  should  a tta in  f lu en cy  
in a language  a f te r  a fe w  w eek s '  
e x p o su re  had to  be co rrec ted ,  
th o u g h  th e  s tu d e n ts  do learn  basic 
p ro n u n cia t io n  and a n u m b e r  of 
co m m o n p la ce  exp ress io n s .

B u t  m o st  p are n ts  are ,  like P T A  
P res id en t  M arcia  W o n g  "a m a z e d  at 
h ow  m u ch  the  ch ild ren  do r e ta in ."

— Joh n  Hale
M r. H ale is a member of the Endowment staff.

“Foreign Language Explore/G lobal Educa
tion Program "/Thom as ]. Birney/South 
Orangetown Central School District, B lau
velt, N Y /$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 / 1 981-82 /E lem en tary  
and Secondary Education
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Developments in C entral America 
are crucial to our own security and 
well-being. Yet there are presently 
only two U.S. specialists on Nicara
gua, and none for El Salvador.

Just two Americans can be consid
ered fully knowledgeable about the 
economies of Portugal and Spain, and 
only one is expert on Greece.

T hese  findings from  a 1981 
national task force report are far 
from  the "good old days" back in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s  for this 
country 's foreign area and language 
specialists w ho can rem em ber them. 
Alarmed by the Soviet success in 
space, President Eisenhower had 
requested funds from Congress to 
be used for education and research 
so that we could catch up with the 
Russians' apparent superiority in 
technology. And C ongress 
responded by passing the National 
Defense Education Act which 
included over $ 6 0  million for for
eign language training and provided 
a major stimulus to foreign area 
studies and research— roughly $1 5 0  
million in today's dollars. O u r  aca
demic institutions were flooded 
with money earmarked to help 
overcome the so-called brain lag.

But by the late 1960s all that had 
changed. Betw een 1969  and 1978, 
federal expenditures for university- 
based foreign affairs research 
declined from $ 2 0 .3  million annually 
to $8 .5  million. As a result of these 
and similar cutbacks, the nation's 
netw ork of area centers, programs 
on international affairs, schools for 
advanced studies, libraries, overseas 
research facilities, and senior 
research exchange programs had

seriously eroded, and our national 
ability to understand and com m uni
cate with the world around us 
began to diminish.

But how big have we allowed this 
knowledge gap to become, and what 
do we need to know about the rest 
of the world in order to protect and 
advance our national interests  in the 
international com m unity? T o  
answer these questions, the Task 
Force on National M anpower 
T argets  for Advanced Research on 
Foreign Areas was formed in 1981. 
T h e  T ask  Force defined experts as 
those capable of producing and util
izing, disseminating and publishing 
sophisticated knowledge about 
countries and regions of the world 
other than our own.

Sponsored by the National C ou n 
cil on Foreign Language and In ter
national Studies and funded by the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Task  Force was 
made up of some eighty experts 
drawn from  the academic com m u
nity, governm ent, business, and the 
foundations, and was chaired by 
Allen H. Kassof, Executive Director 
of the International Research 
Exchange Board (IREX). Together,  
the panels surveyed ten areas of the 
world— Africa, South  Asia, the 
Middle East, Latin America, N orth 
east Asia, Southeast Asia, Oceania, 
the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, W estern  Europe, and the 
English-speaking nations of Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand. The 
panels compiled an inventory of the 
available pool of country and lan
guage specialists for each of the 
areas, and matched that against

what they perceived as the national 
need. W hat they found was an 
alarming shortage of qualified peo
ple. O n e  example:

Sub-Saharan  Africa is, in the 
words of the African panel, a conti
nent of "sovereign fragm entation ,"  
with over fifty states, hundreds of 
native languages, and borders that 
take little account of tribal affinities. 
Under its soil lie vast repositories of 
valuably minerals critical to world 
economic prospects. Despite its 
wealth, It is home to some of the 
poorest countries in the world, 
plagued4>y im mense refugee prob
lems, and wracked by o ther  forms 
of social stress and political instabil
ity. Its present fragility, together 
with the unresolved problems of 
South  Africa, Namibia, and the 
form er Portuguese colonies of 
Angola and Mozambique, all guar
antee future crises which will 
engage legitimate U.S. security 
interests. Beyond that, the strong 
support of many African states for 
the New International Economic 
O rder and demands for massive 
allocations or resources from  the 
developed world not only affect U.S. 
interests, but those of its West 
European allies as well.

T h e  panel identified a cadre of lit
tle more than 500  experts w ho are 
capable of responding to this maze 
of diverse problems. T h e re  are only 
forty -three  knowledgeable persons 
about the Horn of Africa, a region 
of extraordinary complexity and 
great political sensitivity. For the 
huge area of southern  Africa, the 
comparable num ber is eighty-nine.

Having identified the shortage as

it presently exists, the ten panels of 
the Task  Force next attempted to 
estimate the additional trained 
manpower required to fill the needs. 
In so doing, they did not base their 
estimates on cu rrent or even future 
employment needs. T h at is to say, 
they did not count the num ber of 
job openings in governm ent,  busi
ness, and the universities w here 
foreign area skills are critical.
Instead, they concentrated on what 
they believed was the need for 
advanced foreign area expertise if 
the United States  is to survive suc
cessfully in an increasingly harsh 
and unpredictable world environ
ment. Worldwide, they found that 
U.S. complacency in m eeting this 
critical shortage has resulted in the 
disturbing shortfall of m ore than
10,000  experts.

Soon to be published by the 
National Council on Foreign Lan
guage and International Studies, a 
summary of the full Task  Force 
report will be widely distributed in 
the hope that it will provoke the 
public, the Executive and C on g res
sional branches, and the academic 
world to take w hatever action is 
needed to provide the United States  
with w hat we must have if we are 
to avoid political miscalculations, 
isolation, and economic decline. T h e  
full report may be obtained from 
the National Council on Foreign 
Language and International Studies, 
605 Third Avenue, 17th  Floor, New 
York, N.Y., 10158 .

— R ose Hayden
Ms. Hayden is the executive director o f the 
National Council on Foreign Language and 
International Studies.

Comparing the Supply and the Need for Foreign Area Experts

This chart was based on data supplied by the Task Force on National Manpower Targets for Advanced Research on Foreign Areas. A foreign area expert is 

defined as one who knows the language, culture, politics and economics of a given region. The Latin American study is still in progress.
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P le a s e  n o t e :  A re a  c o d e  lo r  a ll t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s  is 202. D ea d lin e  in b o ld fa ce
For pro jec ts  
beg in n in g  after

D IV ISIO N  O F ED U CA TIO N  P R O G R A M S— R ic h a r d  E k m a n , D ir e c t o r  724-0351

Central Disciplines in U n d erg rad u ate  Education
Im proving Introd uctory  C o u rs e s — Lyn M a x w e ll  W h ite  724-0393
P rom oting  Exce l len ce  in a Field— l o h n  W alters  724-0393
Fostering C o h e r e n c e  T h ro u g h o u t  an Institution— B la n c h e  P r e m o  724-0311

A pril 1, 1983 
A pril 1, 1983 
A pril 1, 1983

O c t o b e r  1983 
O c t o b e r  1983 
O c t o b e r  1983

H umanities Instruction in Elementary and Se co n d ary  Sch ools  
C o l laborat iv e  P ro je cts— F ran cis  R o b e r t s  724-0373  
Institutes for T e a c h e rs — Cra/e H o p k in s  724-0373

lan u ary  6, 1983 
Jan uary 6, 1983

July 1983 
July 1983

Exemplary P ro jects  in U n d erg rad u ate  and G ra d u a te  Education 
Feasibility G rants— l a n i c e  L itw in  724-1978  
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April 1, 1983 
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m e m b e r  o f  th e  Division staff to  d e te r m in e  w hich of
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Regular M ed ia  Projects
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Program D e v e lo p m e n t
YOUTH P R O G R A M S — C a r o ly n n  R e id - W a l la c e  724-0396  

Youth  Grants 
Youth  P ro jects  

H umanities  P ro je cts  in Libraries— T h o m a s  P h e lp s  724-0760

M arch  14, 1983

M ay 2, 1983 
January 15, 1983 
D e c e m b e r  16, 1982

O c t o b e r  1, 1983
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July 1, 1983 
July 1, 1983

D IV ISIO N  O F STATE P R O G R A M S— D o n a ld  G ib s o n ,  D ir e c t o r  724-0286
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Fellowships for journalis ts— lu lian  F. M a c D o n a ld  724-0376 M arch  1, 1983 Fall 1983
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Partic ipants:  1983 Seminars 
D irectors :  1984 Seminars

April 1, 1983 
February 1, 1983
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Participants:  1983 Seminars 
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February  1, 1983 
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S u m m er 1983 
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C en ters  for Advanced Study— ju l ia n  F M a c D o n a ld  724-0376 February  1, 1983 Fall 1984
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Intercultural R e s e a r c h — H a r o ld  C a n n o n  724-0226 Febru ary  15, 1983 July 1, 1983

G en era l  R esearch  Program — l o h n  W illiam s 724-0276 
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State ,  Local and Regional  Studies
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Editions— H e le n  A g u e r a  724-1672  
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Translations— Su san  M a n g o  724-1672

O c to b e r  1, 1983 
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July 1, 1983

July 1, 1984 
July 1, 1984 
O c t o b e r  1, 1983 
April 1, 1984

Research  R e s o u rc e s — l e f t  F ie ld  724-0341 Ju n e  1, 1983 April 1, 1984

S c ie n ce ,  T e ch n o lo g y  and Human V alues— Erie ju e n g s t  724-0276 
G en eral  Projects
Interdisciplinary Incen tiv e  Awards 
Sustained D e v e lo p m e n t  Awards
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The Mystery of Language BY A R N O L D  Z W IC K Y

B ecau se  lan g u ag e  accom panies ,  r e g 
ulates , o r  e v en  co n s t i tu te s  so m u ch  
o f  h u m a n  activity , it is as to n ish in g ly  
hard fo r  people to  b eco m e  a w a re  o f  
any  but th e  m o s t  ob viou s fe a tu re s  
o f  th e ir  language . T h e  peculiar task  
of l ingu istics  is to  m ak e  explicit  th e  
so rts  o f  abilities th a t  enable  e v e ry 
one  to  use  lan g u ag e  in such  d iverse  
ways as ch a tt in g ,  g iving d irections 
and in s tru c t io n s ,  ta u n tin g  and c u rs 
ing, re co u n t in g  th e  s to r ie s  o f  ou r  
lives, im agin ing  w orlds, a rg u in g  fo r  
a c o u rse  o f  action , telling jo kes ,  
s inging song s  and g e t t in g  m arried .

T h e s e  abilities hav e  a p sy ch olog i
cal side: as ch ildren , w e all o n ce  had 
to  d iscover a language  fo r  ou rselves .  
N ow  each  o f  us taps a h u g e  s to r e  o f  
tacit  k n ow led g e  a b o u t  th a t  lan
guage. T h e r e  is a lso  a social side to  
th e se  abilities. W h a t  w e  used  in dis
cov er ing  a language  w as th e  speech  
o f  th o se  a ro u n d  u s — o u r  fam ilies  
and p laym ates .  O u r  l inguistic  or ig i
nality  is a lw ays cu rta iled  by o u r  
need to  u n d e rs ta n d  and be u n d e r 
stood by  o th e r s .  A nd w e  p ro je c t  a 
social identi ty  th r o u g h  lang uag e  ju s t  
as w e g a u g e  th e  social identit ies  o f  
o th e rs .  T h is  also is t ru e  o f  o th e r  
h u m a n  sign  s y s te m s — g e stu re s ,  
facial e x p ress io n ,  p ic tures ,  d re ss — 
b u t  lang uage  s tan d s  o u t  b ecau se  it is 
so in tr ica te ly  organized .

T h e  h is to ry  o f  linguistics  is a h is 
to ry  o f  g ro w in g  app recia tion  o f  th is  
in tricacy . T h e  W e s t e r n  trad itio n  o f  
language  analysis  ow es  a debt to  th e  
G r e e k  and L atin  g ra m m a r ia n s  w h o  
provided us w ith  a vo ca b u lary  fo r  
ta lk ing a b o u t  w ord  and s e n te n c e  
s tru c tu re .  W h a t  an  a c h ie v e m e n t  lies 
behind  th e  con cep tu al  ap p aratu s  o f  
th e  a n c ien t  g ra m m a ria n s ,  em bed d ed

in te rm in o lo g y  like noun, first person, 
clause, subject, e v en  word! T h e s e  c o n 
cepts hav e  tw o  faces , on e  sem a n tic  
and one  g ram m atica l .

It is n o t  e n t ire ly  w r o n g  headed, 
fo r  exam p le ,  to  say  th a t  th e  su b je c t  
o f  a s e n te n c e  re fe r s  to  th e  d oer  o f  
th e  action ; th e  su b je c ts  o f  a g re a t  
m an y  s e n te n ce s  do so re fe r ,  and 
such r e fe re n c e  is o f te n  m anag ed  via 
a sub ject .  B u t  so m e  su b je c ts ,  as in 1 
enjoy penguins, can 't  be said to  r e fe r  to 
th e se  doers , and th e s e  doers  a re n 't  
always re fe r re d  to  by su b jects .  In 
We were entertained by jugglers, we is th e  
sub ject ,  b ut jugglers r e fe r s  to  th e  
doers. S o  w e  say th a t  th e  su b je c t  o f  
an E nglish  s e n te n ce  is th e  p art  th a t  
d e term in e s  th e  v e rb  fo rm , a m o n g  
o t h e r  th in g s ,  and th is  is a gram m atical 
definition.

It is also a la n g u ag e -p art icu la r  
d ef in ition . N o t  e v e ry  lan g u ag e  has 
verb s  th a t  ag re e  w ith  su b jec ts .  B u t  
th e  n o t io n  o f  subject can  be ex te n d e d  
to  th e m  o r  to  E nglish  on  sem a n tic  
g ro u nd s .  T h e  su b je c t  typically r e fe r s  
to  th e  d oer  o f  th e  action , to  'w h a t  
th e  s e n te n c e  is a b o u t . '  T h e  g r a m 
m atica l  p ro p e rt ie s  o f  th e s e  p hrases  
can th e n  d if fer  d ram atica lly  f ro m  
lan g u age  to  language.

A n th ro p o lo g ica l  l ingu ists ,  de
scrib ing  lan g u ages  a ro u n d  th e  globe, 
d escribe  th e  v a r ie ty  o f  w o rd  and 
s e n te n c e  s t r u c tu r e  th e y  e n c o u n te r .  
O n e  m ig h t  conc lu de th a t  th e r e  is no 
end to  var ie ty ,  b ut con sid er  th e  p o s
sibility th a t  th e re  a re  principles,  lin
guistic universals, ou tl in in g  th e  shape 
th a t  th e  g r a m m a r  o f  any  lan g u ag e  
can  take . T h e s e  g ra m m a tica l  p ro p e r
ties  are  im p o r ta n t  in m a n y  w ay s  in 
ev e ry  lang u ag e . In E nglish ,  fo r  
exam p le ,  th e  su b je c t  is a lso th e  part

o f  th e  s e n te n c e  th a t  splits th e  v erb  
c o n s tr u c t io n  in q u e s t io n s  like Have 
the flightless birds from Patagonia been 
bothering you? T o  be v ery  prec ise  in 
d escrib ing  h o w  s e n te n c e s  are  put 
to g e th e r  o n e  need s th e  trad itional 
con cep tu a l  a p p a ra tu s  and m u ch  
m o re ,  as in such  r e c e n t  g ram m a tica l  
th e o r ie s  as g e n e r a t iv e  g ra m m a r .
T h e  o rd e r  o f  w o rd s  in a s e n te n c e ,  
fo r  in s ta n ce ,  ca n  be v e ry  fr e e  in 
som e lan g u ag es  b ut n o t  e v e ry th in g  
is possible: w ord s f r o m  d if fe re n t  
c lauses  in a s e n te n c e — like th e  p ar
e n th e t ica l  co n s tr u c t io n  in th e  E n g 
lish s e n te n ce  (Before Rene was born) no 
one (who lived in France) would have sup
posed (that Descartes could be put before the 
horse)— can 't  be m ixed  to g e th e r .

S o m e  ling u is ts  hav e  co llected  
fa c ts  a b o u t  m a n y  la n g u a g e s ,  u sing  
th e m  to  pro p ose  typo lo g ies  o r  lists 
o f  possible  lan g u ag e  types and u n i
versa l  principles. O t h e r s  h av e  a n a 
lyzed a fe w  la n g u a g e s  in detail  and 
w ith  g re a t  p rec ision , re ly ing  on 
puzzles in th e s e  lan g u a g es  to  s u g 
g e s t  l inguistic  un iv ersa ls .  B o th  
ap p roach es ,  especially  th e  second, 
re ly  on  fo rm a l  m e th o d s  o f  d escrip 
tion  adapted f ro m  th o se  o f  sym bolic  
logic and d iscre te  m a th e m a t ic s ,  so 
re tu r n in g  th e  fa v o r  to  th o se  philos
o p h ers  and m a th e m a t ic ia n s  w h o  
firs t  w r o te  a b o u t  th e  sy m b olic  sy s 
te m s  th e y  called " f o r m a l  languages."

R e s e a r c h  w ith  a u n iv ersa l is t  b en t  
ra ises  k n o t ty  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  w h e re  
linguistic  u n iv ersa ls  co m e  fro m . If it 
is t ru e ,  as m a n y  hav e  su g g ested , 
th a t  E ng lish  q u e s t io n s  like W ho did 
you see M argaret and ? sou nd  so a w fu l  
b eca u se  th e y  v io late  a s tru c tu r a l  
c o n s tr a in t  on  all lan g u a g es ,  th e n  
h o w  did each  o f  us co m e  to  b eh a v e

in acco rd a n ce  w ith  this  c o n s tr a in t ?  
G ra n te d  th a t  w e  n e v e r  h eard  such  
th in g s  as ch ild ren . B u t  th e n  m a n y  of 
us w h o  n e v e r  h e ard  th in g s  like No 
M om m y go out o r  They goed in v e n te d  
th e m  on  o u r  o w n . Y e t  th e r e  are  
m a n y  o t h e r  im ag inab le  th in g s  we 
n e v e r  tried. P erh a p s  w e try  ce r ta in  
th ing s  and n o t  o th e r s  b ec a u se  w e 
are  g e n et ica l ly  pred isposed  to  e n t e r 
tain  c e r ta in  g ra m m a tic a l  h y p o th e se s  
and n o t  o th e r s .  N oa m  C h o m s k y  has 
proposed  ju s t  th is  on  th e  basis  o f  
w h a t  he  sees  as th e  v e ry  n a r r o w  
ra n g e  o f  a c tu a l  la n g u a g e s  in c o m p a r 
ison  w ith  th e  logical possibilit ies .  
A nd people w h o  s tu d y  w h a t  
h ap p en s  w h e n  d if fe re n t  lang uages  
are in c o n ta c t  w ith  o n e  a n o t h e r  
h a v e  ad vanced  a sim ilar idea o n  th e  
basis  o f  u n e x p e c te d  parallels  in th e  
s t r u c tu r e  o f  C r e o le  lan g u ages  w h ich  
hav e  a r isen  in d ep en d en tly  aro u n d  
th e  globe.

B u t  all is n o t  g ra m m a r .  M e a n in g  
and sou nd  are  th e  tw in  pillars of 
l inguistics ,  w ith  a long h is to ry  of 
technica l  developm ent.

H o w  a re  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  p h rases  
and s e n te n ce s  c o n s tr u c te d  o u t  o f  
th e  m e an in g s  o f  th e ir  parts?
(C learly ,  w e  h a v e n 't  ju s t  m e m o -  
rizled all th e  s e n te n c e s  w e  can  use 
o r  u n d e rs ta n d .)  H o w  are  th e  sounds 
of a lan g u ag e  d is tr ib u ted  th r o u g h 
o u t  its  w o rd s  and p h ra se s?

R e s e a rc h  o n  m e a n in g  has divided 
th e  q u e s t io n  in to  tw o  e n te rp r ises :  
word meaning, h o w  w ord s like chair, 
e n jo y , and happy are  re la ted  to  the  
th in g s ,  e v e n ts ,  o r  s ta te s  to  w h ich  
th e y  re fe r ,  and compositional semantics, 
h o w  m e a n in g s  o f  sm aller  un its  
co m b in e  in to  m e a n in g s  o f  larger  
ones. W ord  sem a n tics  is largely  th e
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I
p rovince  o f  p sy ch olin g u is ts ,  c o n 
cern ed  w ith  su ch  q u e s t io n s  as th e  
re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  cog nitive  c a te 
g or ies  and th e  w o rd s  a lan g u age  has 
fo r  r e fe r r in g  to  th e s e  co n cep ts ,  fo r  
in s ta n c e ,  co lor  c a te g o r ie s  and co lor  
w ord s.  It tu rn s  o u t  th a t  e v en  sp eak 
ers  o f  lan gu ag es  w ith  a single  w ord  
fo r  b lue and g re e n  still tend  to  
g ro u p  th e se  co lors  sep arate ly .  B u t  
h a v in g  tw o  sep arate  w o rd s  fo r  pink 
and red see m s to  be  an ab so lu te  
re q u ir e m e n t  fo r  g ro u p in g  these 
co lors  separate ly .

For  com p osit io n al  s em a n tics ,  th e  
pro blem  has b ee n  to  analyze  a series  
o f  d if f icu lt  cases  fo r  th e  assu m p tio n  
th a t  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  larg er  c o n 
s tru c t io n s  are ,  in g en era l ,  regu larly  
com p osed  f ro m  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  
th e ir  parts .  T h e  easy  cases  include 
ad je c t iv e -n o u n  co m b in a tio n s  like 
green chair, w h e r e  th e  m e an in g  o f  th e  
w h ole  is a s im ple  am a lg a m  of  th e  
m e a n in g  o f  th e  ad jective  and th e  
m e a n in g  o f  th e  n ou n . T h e  to u g h  
cases  include am b ig u it ies  like th a t  in 
1 didn't see a unicorn (I saw no unicorn o r  
There's a unicorn I didn't see.) T h is

e n te rp r is e  has  involved logicians 
and p h ilo so p h e rs  as well as lin
guists ;  it need s  g re a t  fo rm a l  p rec i
sion in sp ecify ing  w h a t  is to  co u n t  
as a co m p o sit io n a l  principle.

P h o n o lo g y  r e p r e s e n ts  o n e  o f  the  
g re a t  tr iu m p h s  o f  linguistics  in this 
ce n tu ry .  Early on  it w as appreciated  
th a t  each  lan g u a g e  uses  a small 
n u m b e r  o f  sound categories o r  p h o 
n e m e s  w h ich  a re  an a lo g o u s  to  th e  
cog n it ive  ca te g o r ie s  like subject th a t  
play su ch  an  im p o r ta n t  ro le  in s y n 
tax  and m o rp h o lo g y . Evidence is 
easily  assem bled  th a t  th e  p erception  
of, m e m o r y  fo r ,  and p ro d u ctio n  of 
speech  all o p e ra te  in te rm s  o f  p h o 
n e m e s  (ca teg o r ies  specific  to  a g iven  
language) r a th e r  th a n  in te r m s  o f  
raw  physical sou nd s. T h e  A m er ica n  
E nglish  " t "  sou nd  in tipsy, stippled, but
ton, and batter is in fact  fo u r  clearly 
d if fe re n t  physical sounds. T h e s e  are  
t ra n sp a re n t ly  d ist inct  to  sp eak ers  of 
m a n y  lan g u ag es  o t h e r  th an  this one, 
b ut co u n t  as th e  sam e  sou nd  for 
A m er ica n  speak ers .  E ven  m o re  
str ik ing , w h ich  o f  th e  fo u r  sounds 
occu rs  w h e re  is g o v e rn e d  by g e n era l

and re g u la r  principles peculiar  to 
A m er ica n  English.

And still m o re .  W ith o u t  con sc io u s  
th o u g h t  w e  m a n a g e  to  se lec t  a l te r 
n a tiv e  linguistic  f o r m s — d if fe re n t  
c o n s tr u c t io n s  such  as This is A rnold  
Zwicky  ins tead  o f  I am A rnold Zwicky, 
d if fe re n t  p ro n u n c ia t io n s  like walkin' 
instead  o f  walking, d if fe re n t  w ord s 
like policeman ins tead  o f  cop, e v e n  d if
f e r e n t  la n g u ag es ,  n o w  S p a n ish , now  
E n g lish — all depending  o n  th e  social 
s itu a t io n  w e  are  in, h o w  w e see  o u r  
role  in it, and w h a t  w e are  try in g  to 
do.

And w e  c o n s tr u c t  w h o le  dis
co u rs e s  u sing  th e  cho ices  b e tw e e n  
a lte rn a t iv e  w o rd s  or  g ra m m a tic a l  
c o n s tr u c t io n s  to  tie o u r  th o u g h ts  
to g e th e r  and to  b ring  c e r ta in  m a te 
rials in to  p ro m in en ce .  W e  k n o w  
h o w  to  c o n s tr u c t  d isco u rse s  o f  
m an y  so r ts  w ith  d if fe re n t  fu n c t io n s  
and d if fe re n t  linguistic  fo rm s :  n a r 
ra tives ,  c o n v e rs a t io n ,  l im ericks , 
s o n n e ts ,  recipes , n e w sp a p e r  
headlines.

T h o u g h  s tud ies  o f  su ch  p h e n o m 
ena hav e  trad it io nally  b ee n  th e

d om ain  o f  s ty lis t ics ,  sociology, 
an th ro p o lo g y ,  rh e to r ic  and poetics ,  
th e y  hav e  b e e n  illum inated  by ideas 
f r o m  linguistics  w hile  a t t r a c t in g  l in 
g u is ts  f ro m  th e ir  classical q u in ti -  
v ium . Especially  im p ressiv e  has been  
th e  d e m o n s tra t io n  by socio lingu ists  
o f  com p lex  b ut s y s te m a tic  c o r re la 
tions b e tw e e n  social var iab les  (like 
fo rm a l ity  o f  s itu a t io n , sex ,  class, and 
age) w ith  linguistic  variables. 
" C o m p le x  b u t  s y s te m a t ic "  m ig h t  in 
fact  be th e  ca tch  p h ra se  fo r  all th e re  
is to  be said a b o u t  language .

W h y  should  a n y o n e  care  ab ou t 
any o f  th is?  S tu d e n ts  f ro m  a wide 
ran g e  o f  a r ts  and sc ience  fields com e 
to  l inguistics  b ooks  and co u rs e s  h a v 
ing see n  th a t  la n g u ag e  plays a c e n 
tra l  ro le  in a lm o st  e v e ry  p art  o f  
h u m a n  life. S tu d e n ts  f ro m  ed u ca 
tion, speech  th e ra p y ,  jo u rn a lism  
o f te n  co m e  to  linguistics  cou rse s  
hoping  fo r  s c h e m es  d irectly  applica
ble to  th e ir  practical  tasks. N o t  s u r 
prisingly, th e y  usually  co m e  to  a set 
o f  n e w  and m o re  p e n e tra t in g  c o n 
c lusions a b o u t  a su b je c t  th e y  used to 
take  v e ry  m u ch  fo r  granted .

19 6 0  by Saul Steinberg. Reprinted from  T h e  L a b y r in th  with special permission from the artist.



W
h a t  do M ississippi,  M ain e ,  
M o n ta n a ,  O k la h o m a  and 
Illinois h av e  in c o m m o n ?  

T h e ir  s ta te  h u m a n it ie s  co m m it te e s  
will rece ive  up to  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  as 
w in n e rs  o f  th e  C h a irm a n 's  aw ards  
fo r  exce lle n ce  in re c o g n it io n  o f  
" s u p e r io r  past w o r k "  and " t h e  
ex e m p la ry  n a tu r e "  o f  th e  p ro je c ts  
th e y  proposed  in th e  c o m p et it ion .
All f i f ty - tw o  cou ncils  ( th e  f i f ty  
s ta te s ,  P u e r to  R ico  and th e  D is tr ic t  
o f  C o lu m b ia )  w e re  eligible to  c o m 
pete  fo r  th e  a w ard s ,  and fo r ty -e ig h t  
s u b m itte d  proposals.

T h e  idea behind  th e  C h a irm a n 's  
aw ards w as to  identify  areas  o f  
e x ce llen ce  in s ta te  p ro g ra m s  and 
e n c o u ra g e  th e ir  d ev e lo p m en t and 
exp an sion . T h e  w in n in g  p ro je c ts  are  
e x e m p la ry  in th a t  each  relies,  albeit 
in a d if fe re n t  fash io n , o n  th e  tools  
and disciplines th a t  are  a t  th e  h e a r t  
o f  h u m a n it ie s  s tu d y  to  c a r ry  o u t  th e  
m a n d a te  o f  s ta te  c o m m it te e s :  to 
bring  h u m a n it ie s  p ro g ra m s  to  th e  
g e n era l  adult population.

Each p r iz e -w in n in g  c o m m it te e  
also s o u g h t  to  resp on d  positive ly  to 
th a t  s ta te 's  u n iq u e  ch a ra c ter is t ic s  
and special p ro b lem s, such  as M is 
sissippi's re lat ively  low edu cational 
level and low per capita in com e, 
M o n ta n a 's  cu ltu ra l  iso lation , O k la 
h o m a 's  past d if f icu lt ies  in involving 
libraries  and m u s e u m s  in h u m a n i
ties p ro g ra m m in g ,  Illinois' f r u s t r a 
tion  w ith  public in d if fere n ce  to  h u 
m an ities  su b je c ts ,  and M a in e 's  lack 
o f  re s ea rc h  on  aspects  o f  local h is to 
ry  and cu ltu re  in w h ich  its o w n  c it i 
zens are  h igh ly  in te res te d .  All five 
w in n in g  p ro je c ts  m ain ta in  undilu ted  
th e  in te g r ity  of h u m a n it ie s  study 
w hile  th e y  rea ch  fo r  a wide public 
audience.

• M a in e 's  p ro je c t  is a vehicle  th a t  
fo cu ses  on scho larsh ip  to  op en  up 
op p o rtu n it ie s  to e n g a g e  th e  public, 
co m m u n it ie s ,  local cu ltu ra l  o r g a n i 
za t ion s  and schools ,  as well as fa m i
lies, in sch o lar ly  w o rk  in p ro g ress .

• M ississippi,  in building up on a 
su ccessfu l  s ch o la r - in -re s id e n ce  p ro 
g ra m , uses  th e  public 's desire  to  
exp lore  th e  rich  in d ig en ou s  cu ltu re  
o f  local c o m m u n it ie s  to  d e m o n 
s tra te ,  th r o u g h  th e  exam p le  and 
guid ance  o f  a v is it ing  p ra c t i t io n e r ,  
w h a t  h u m a n ite s  stud y enta i ls  and 
h o w  sch olar ly  w o rk  in th e  h u m a n i
ties  is carried  out.

• M o n ta n a  resp on d ed  to  its c i t i 
ze n s '  p a ss io n ate  in te r e s t  in local h is 
to ry  and trad it io n , w hile  at th e  sam e 
t im e  c o u n te r in g  th e  s ta te 's  cu ltu ra l  
re m o te n e s s ,  by using rad io— an 
in ex p en siv e  and u b iqu ito u s  
m e d iu m — to b ring  h u m a n it ie s  p ro 
g ram s to  th e  e n t ire  s ta te .

• O k la h o m a ,  h av in g  sp on so red  
su ccessfu l  trav el ing  e x h ib i ts  th a t  
involved in s t i tu t io n s  and a h o s t  o f  
c o m m u n it ie s  th a t  had n e v e r  b e fo re  
partic ipated, as well as en lis t in g  
"s c o r e s  o f  n e w  s c h o la rs "  fo r  th e  
s ta te  c o m m it te e 's  p ro g ram s,  will 
sp o n so r  five  in te rp re t iv e  e xh ib its  
th r o u g h  its  o w n  Specia l  M e r i t  
A w ard s.  In O k la h o m a  a tr ied -an d - 
tru e  fo rm u la  a t tr a c te d  n e w  and

highly  su p p ortive  aud ien ces  and 
tu rn e d  o u t  to  be an o u ts ta n d in g  
w ay to  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  cu ltu ra l  life 
o f  th e  sta te .

• Illinois, via a " f o r m a t  th a t  
a l lo w s  h u m a n i t i e s  s c h o l a r s  to  do 
w h a t  th e y  usually  do b e s t— th a t  is, 
to  w r i te , "  will spend th e  aw ard  
m o n ey  to  supp ort  th e  p ro d u ctio n  of 
th r e e  u n u su a l  n e w sp a p e r  supp le
m e n ts ,  each  tied to  a m a jo r  public 
e v e n t  o r  h is to r ic  occasion : th e  five-  
h u n d r e d th  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  M a r t in  
L u th er 's  b ir th ;  th e  y e a r  o f  G e o rg e  
O rw e l l 's  novel,  1 9 8 4 ;  and th e  te le 
cast  o f  a m in i-ser ie s  o f  H e rm a n  
W ou k 's  novel,  The W inds of W ar.

T h e  aw ards  m a rk  th e  co m in g  o f  
age o f  th e  s ta te  co m m it te e s ,  w h ich  
are  n ow  estab l ish ed  in s t i tu t io n s  
in creasin g ly  able to  re f in e  th e  q u al
ity o f  th e ir  h u m a n it ie s  p r o g r a m 
m ing, e x e rc ise  th e ir  ro le  o f  in te llec 
tual lead ersh ip  in th e  s ta te s ,  and 
a t t r a c t  g r e a te r  public and scholarly  
a t te n t io n  to  th e ir  w o rk . Each o f  th e  
five w in n in g  s ta te s  has been  
h o n o re d  fo r  finding and s t r e n g t h e n 
ing a link b e tw e e n  sch o la rsh ip  and 
th e  public th a t  also p re s e rv e s  the  
in te g r ity  o f  h u m a n it ie s  study.

" A  lot o f  people th in k  M o n ta n a  is 
in C a n a d a ,"  says M a r g a r e t  K in g s-  
land, E xe cu t iv e  D ir e c to r  o f  the  
M o n ta n a  C o m m it te e  fo r  th e  
H u m a n it ie s ,  w h o  is h e rs e l f  a t r a n s 
planted N ew  E nglan der.  In fact,  
M o n ta n a 's  n o r th e r n  b o rd er  w ith  
C an ada  e x te n d s  o n e - f i f th  o f  th e  dis
tance  acro ss  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  
M o n ta n a ,  fo u r th  in g e o g ra p h ic  size 
o f  all th e  s ta te s ,  has on ly  7 8 3 ,7 0 0  
people— not m u c h  m o re  th a n  th e  
population  o f  W a s h in g to n  D .C . 
T h e r e  are  fe w e r  th a n  six M o n ta n a n s  
per squ are  mile. N early  half  o f  them  
live in six cities; Billings, th e  largest,  
has 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  and B u t te ,  th e  sm allest ,  
fe w e r  th a n  4 0 ,0 0 0 .  O n ly  fo u r t e e n  
M o n ta n a  to w n s  hav e  p o pulations 
o v er  5 ,0 0 0 .  T h e r e  a re  tw o  u n iv ers i 
ties, s ev en  fo u r - y e a r  co lleges  and 
th r e e  c o m m u n ity  colleges  in the  
s ta te ,  m o st  o f  th e m  in th e  w e s te r n  
and ce n tra l  areas.

T h e  s ta te 's  v e ry  r e m o te n e s s  and 
cu ltu ra l  iso lation , coupled w ith  its 
a w e s o m e  physical g ra n d e u r ,  its n a t 
ural re s o u rce s ,  hero ic  tr ibal h is to 
ries  (th e  B lack fee t ,  C r o w , N o r th e r n  
C h e y e n n e ,  S iou x , A ss in ib o ine ,  G ro s  
V e n t r e ,  C h ip p ew a, C r e e ,  S a lish  and 
K o o te n a i  are  th e  federally  re c o g 
nized tr ib es  living on  M o n ta n a  r e s 
erv a t io n s ) ,  " e n g a g e  th e  im ag inatio n  
and c o m m itm e n t  o f  its c i t iz e n s ,"  
according  to  th e  C o m m it te e .  B u t  
g e o g ra p h y  and cl im ate  are  fo rm id a 
ble b a rr ie rs  to  co m m u n ica t io n .

K ingsland  un d erl in es  M o n ta n a 's  
re m o te n e s s  by p o in ting  o u t  th at  
th e re  is n o  e x p ress  mail service  
f ro m  th e  s ta te ,  w h ich  m e a n t  the  
M o n ta n a  co m p et it io n  proposal  had 
to  be mailed o f f  a w e e k  b e fo re  all 
th e  o t h e r  s ta tes .  T h e  a n s w e r  to  the  
p ro blem  o f  cu ltu ra l  iso lation , w h ich  
"w e 'd  b een  w res t l in g  w ith  fo r  ten  
y e a rs ,"  is radio. T h e  C h a irm a n 's  
aw ard  ("It  w as  such  a lo n g s h o t ,"  
K ingsland  says) a llow s th e  C o m m i t 

tee  to  u n d e rw r ite  a m o re  susta ined  
e f f o r t — " t h e  big radio p ro je c t  we'd  
been  hoping  to  d o ."

N o o n e  te lev is io n  signal cov ers  
th e  w h ole  s ta te ,  n o r  is th e re  any 
s ta te  public te lev is ion  n e tw o rk .  
"R a d io  is really  i t , "  K ingsland  notes .  
T h e r e  are  e ig h ty -s ix  co m m e rc ia l  
radio s ta t io n s ,  and since  th e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  th e  aw ard , calls 
have b ee n  co m in g  in f r o m  th e  c o m 
m ercia l  o u t le ts  ask ing  to  ca rry  the  
n e w  series.

T h e  prize m o n e y  will supp ort  
" R e f le c t io n s  in M o n ta n a ,"  a ser ies  of 
tw elv e  h a l f -h o u r  h u m an it ie s  p ro 
g ram s to  be aired e v e ry  m o n th  over  
th e  co u rse  o f  a y e a r  along w ith  a 
w eek ly  series  o f  th r e e -a n d -o n e -h a l f -  
m in u te  su p p lem ents .  P ro g ra m s  will 
deal w ith  such  th e m e s  as M o n ta n a

Folklore , M o n ta n a  T r ib e s  and C u l 
tu re s ,  M o n ta n a n s  at W o rk  (in c o n 
ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  M o n ta n a  H is to r i 
cal S ocie ty )  and C o n s t i tu t io n a l  
Issues  in M o n ta n a .  A lso  planned are  
p ro g ra m s on  M o n ta n a  fic t ion  w r i t 
e rs ,  M o n ta n a  h is to r ia n s ,  M o n ta n a  
a rt is ts  and po ets ,  th e  s ta te 's  re la 
tions  w ith  C a n ad a , and th e  lure  o f  
th e  w ilderness .

In c o n t ra s t  to  o t h e r  s ta tes ,  w h e re  
th e  academ ic s ta rs  m ay  be busily  
involved in o t h e r  th in gs ,  M o n ta n a 's  
b est  sch o lars  h av e  alw ays b een  
c o m m it te d  to  part ic ipating  in the  
C o m m it te e 's  radio p ro g ra m m in g .  
Reliable  c o n tr ib u t io n s  by th e  s tate 's  
m o st  ser io u s  and e m in e n t  scholars ,  
says K ingsland , hav e  helped insure  
th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s  c o n 
te n t  o f  th e  C o m m it te e 's  activities .

STATE OF THE STA1 
Chairman's Aw; 

for Excelle

(Clockwise from bottom left! 
From an O klahom a exhibit, 
"Yesterday's C hild," photo
graphs accompanied by the 
text of oral interviews; 
M aine weathercock, 1788 , 
attributed to john Seymour; 
the FDR Centennial was 
one of four Illinois news
paper supplements, distrib
uted to coincide with widely 
publicized events; an exhibit 
of historic photographs tra
veled widely throughout 
M ontana; two young 
Comanche girls are depicted 
in a catalogue of the Fort 
Sill Indian School 
E xp erien ce ;  Roman por
traits from the Getty 
Museum were exhibited at 
the Philbrook Art Center in 
Tulsa.



I
T h e ir  f ierce  pride o f  place o f te n  

leads M o n ta n a n s  to  m is ta k e ,  as do 
m a n y  A m er ica n s ,  nosta lg ia  for 
a u th e n t ic  local h is tory .  " W e  have 
been  c o m b a tt in g  th is  v e ry  se l f 
co n sc io u s ly  fo r  y e a r s , "  K ingsland  
says o f  th e  te m p ta t io n  to  c o n fu s e  
doing sou nd  h is to ry  w ith  a y ea rn in g  
fo r  a n o n e x is te n t  past w h ich  leads 
to  a n tiq u a r ia n ism  and "d re s s in g  up 
in ru ff led  s k ir ts . "

T h e  th r e e  n e w sp a p e r  tabloid sup
p lem en ts  th a t  Illinois produces, 
p ro m o te s  and d is tr ib u tes ,  w ith  w h a t  
E xe cu t iv e  D ir e c to r  R o b e r t  K laus 
calls th e  "m o n e y  f r o m  h e a v e n ,"  will 
reach  an exp ected  aud ien ce  o f  up to 
e ig h t  million people in th e  s ta te  
alone and a pro sp ect iv e  read ersh ip  
o f  th i r ty  million nationw id e . Illinois 
v ery  co n sc io u s ly  so u g h t  to  g o  back

to  basics ,  K lau s  re p o r ts ,  a f te r  som e 
" d is a s t r o u s "  e xp e r ie n c e  w ith  film s 
and a d is e n c h a n tm e n t  w ith  th e  
" g o s s a m e r  legacy  o f  p ro je c ts  th a t  
o f te n  to ok  only  th e  fo rm  o f  ta lk — 
panel d iscu ssions and c o n f e r e n c e s . "

T h e  C o m m it te e ,  w h ich  w an ted  to 
s p o n so r  public h u m a n it ie s  p ro jec ts  
th a t  " n e i t h e r  trivialize th e  h u m a n i
ties  n o r  p a tro n ize  th e  g e n era l  p u b 
lic ,"  has  in crea sin g ly  tu rn e d  to  print  
in th e  co n v ic t io n  th a t  " t h e  p rin t  
media m o st  a ccu ra te ly  re f lec t  the  
n a tu re  o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s  as an  in te l 
lec tu a l  p ro cess ,  exp resse d  in r e a 
soned  d is co u rs e ."  T h r o u g h  w rit in g , 
hu m a n it ie s  s tu d y  is b est  s h o w n  "a s  
a w ay  o f  see ing  th a t  depends upon 
te x t s  and u p on  t im e  fo r  study, 
re f lec t io n ,  an a ly sis ."

T h e  Illinois C o u n cil  is building on

its e x p e r ien ce  o f  producing fo u r  
h ighly  su ccessfu l  h u m a n it ie s  n e w s 
paper su p p lem en ts .  T w o ,  Shogun and 
M asada, coincided w ith  b road casts  o f  
th e  te lev is ion  m in i-ser ies ;  a n o th e r  
c o m m e m o ra te d  F ranklin  D ela n o  
R o o se v e l t 's  ce n te n n ia l ;  and Vikings in 
the West appeared  in c o n ju n c t io n  
w ith  th e  on ly  A m e r ic a n  sh o w in g  (at 
th e  Field M u s e u m  in C h icago)  o f  
th is  m a jo r  a rchaeo log ica l  and 
an th rop o log ica l  e xh ib it  on  V ik ing  
e x p lo ra t io n  and cu ltu re .  A C o u n cil -  
sp o n so red  p ro je c t ,  an "A u d io b il l"  
capitalizing on th e  publicity  g e n e r 
ated fo r  N ation al  R adio  T h e a t r e 's  
b ro ad cas t  o f  The Odyssey, w as  b ound  
in to  C h ic a g o  m ag azine ,  w h ich  has a 
c ircu la tion  o f  a q u a r te r  o f  a million.

In its fo r th c o m in g  n ew sp ap er  
su p p lem en ts  th e  Illinois C o u n cil  will 
seize up on th r e e  o t h e r  im p o r ta n t  
read y -m ad e  occasions:  th e  broad cast  
in F e b ru a ry  1 9 8 3  o f  a s ix te e n -h o u r  
m in i-ser ies  based on  H e rm a n  
W o u k 's  novel ab o u t  W orld  W a r  II,
The Winds of W ar; M a r t in  L u th er 's  
Q u in c e n te n n ia l ,  w h ich  will be the  
im p etu s  to  activ it ies  p lanned by v a r 
ious c h u rc h  o rg a n iz a t io n s ;  and th e  
O rw e l l  re tro sp e c t iv e  expected  w ith  
th e  approach  o f  th e  y e a r  1 9 8 4 .

Each su p p le m e n t  will take  ad v an 
ta g e  o f  a ra re  m o m e n t  w h e n  th e  
a t te n t io n  o f  a large  aud ien ce  is 
a lready en g a g ed  w ith  a topic highly  
suitab le  to  analysis  and in te r p r e ta 
t ion  by h u m a n it ie s  scholars . T h e  
su p p le m e n t on  O rw e l l 's  dystopian  
novel,  fo r  exam p le ,  will fo cu s  on 
th e m e s  raised by th e  b o o k — th e  c o r 
ru p tion  o f  lang u ag e , th e  im pact of 
sc ience  and te ch n o lo g y  on o u r  m oral  
and in te llec tu a l  life and th e  decay of 
civil l ibert ies ,  as well as la rg er  q u e s 
t ions  o f  th e  re la t io n sh ip  o f  th e  indi
vidual to  th e  sta te .

P r o m in e n t  sch o la rs  f ro m  Illinois, 
th e  M id w e s t  and -the  re s t  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y  c o n tr ib u t in g  to  th e  supp le
m e n ts  include M a r t in  M a r ty ,  w h o  
will s erv e  as sen io r  ad viser  and also 
w r ite  an  artic le  fo r  th e  L u th e r  su p 
p lem en t  e x a m in in g  re lig ion  in 
A m e r ica n  life; G o r d o n  C ra ig ,  P re s i 
d en t o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  H istorica l  
A ssoc ia t ion , w h o  will c o n t r ib u te  an 
essay  on  n a t io n a l ism  fo r  th e  su p 
p lem en t  on  th e  or ig ins  and legacy  of 
W orld  W a r  II; A r t h u r  M a n n ,  w h o  
will be th e  sen io r  adviser fo r  th e  
W inds of W ar  su p p le m e n t ;  and 
W a y n e  B o o th ,  a u t h o r  o f  The Rhetoric 
of Fiction, w h o  will w r ite  on  th e  c o r 
ru p tio n  o f  la n g u ag e  and politics fo r  
th e  1 9 8 4  su p p lem ent.

S ch o la rs  like th e  idea o f  pu blish 
ing in a popular m ed iu m , K laus 
n o tes ,  and w e lco m e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  address large  g ro u p s  o f  people 
th e y  do n o t  ordinarily  hav e  a ch an ce  
to  reach . M e a n w h ile ,  an a ud ien ce  o f  
m illions will be accessib le  th r o u g h  
th e  h u m a n it ie s '  trad it io nal  vehicle
o f  th e  w r i t t e n  w ord.

In 1 7 8 3 ,  w h e n  th e  th i r te e n  co lo 
nies e stab l ish ed  th e ir  ind ep end en ce  
f ro m  England, M ain e  w as a f ro n t ie r  
t e r r i to r y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  long 
ravaged  by th e  F re n c h  and Indian 
w ars.  In d ep en d en ce  fro m  M a s s a 

c h u s e t t s  and s ta te h o o d  did n o t  com e 
u n til  1 8 2 0 .  T h e  period f r o m  1 7 8 3  to 
1 8 2 0  m arked  M a in e 's  e co n o m ic  and 
political rrfaturation: p opulation  
increased  m o re  th a n  fo u r- fo ld ;  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  in co rp o ra te d  to w n s  m o re  
th a n  doubled; and trad e  and a g ricu l
tu re  expanded.

W hile  a g re a t  deal o f  re s e a r c h  has 
b een  d one  on  M ain e 's  political 
s tru g g le  fo r  s ta te h o o d ,  in te rm s  o f  
social and cu ltu ra l  life th e  period is 
M a in e 's  fo r g o t t e n  h is to ry .  T h e  aim 
o f  th e  M a in e  C o u n cil 's  a w ard - 
w in n in g  p ro je c t ,  " M a in e  at S t a t e 
hood: T h e  F o r g o t te n  Y e a r s ,  1 7 3 8 -  
1 8 2 0 , "  is to  e n g a g e  th e  public in th e  
p ro cess  o f  scholarsh ip . D ra w in g  on 
w o rk  in p ro g re ss ,  and in s o m e  cases 
in itia ting  re s e a r c h ,  paying part icu lar  
a t te n t io n  to  life in th e  ru ral  to w n s ,  
life on th e  f r o n t ie r  including th e  
h is to ry  o f  th e  Indians, th e  F re n ch  
A cadians in th e  St .  Jo h n 's  V alley  and 
th e  M a in e  w o o d s m e n ,  th e  p ro je c t  
will th o ro u g h ly  e xp lo re  th e  d iv er
s ity  o f  M a in e  life in th a t  period.

T h e  f i f t e e n -m o n th  p ro je c t  is 
d esigned to  e m p h a size  th e  ce n tra l  
role  o f  sch o larsh ip  in a public h u 
m a n it ies  p ro g ra m . T h e  C o u n cil  is 
c o m m it te d  to  help public aud ien ces  
u n d e rs ta n d  scholarly  w o rk  in p ro g 
ress,  in cre a se  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  o f  
th e  period 1 7 8 3 - 1 8 2 0 ,  and sh are  
fully in " t h e  ch a l len g es ,  questions- 
and l im ita tion s  w h ich  c o n f r o n t  
sch o lars  o f  th e  period as th ey  
a t te m p t  to  r e c o n s tr u c t  th e  p as t ."  
K a re n  B o w d e n ,  th e  C o u n cil 's  E x e c u 
tive D irec to r ,  believes th a t  " i t 's  
im p o r ta n t  to  let th e  l im ita tion s  of 
s u b je c ts  th e m s e lv e s  te a ch  people ."

T h e  p ro je c t  is b ased  on  su ch  s u c 
cess fu l  re c e n t  C o u n cil  p ro g ra m s  as a 
s em in a r  fo r  M a in e  leg is la to rs  on  the  
Federal  period and a p ro je c t  on  th e  
S h a k e rs  th a t  d e m o n s tra te d  h o w  a 
public h u m a n it ie s  p ro g ra m  could 
fo rg e  links b e tw e e n  schools  and 
c o m m u n it ie s  as well as involve  p ar
e n ts  a long  w ith  th e ir  ch ildren .

T h e  C o u n cil  has re ta in ed  its trad i
t ional em p hasis  on  th e  public policy 
q u est io n s .  Land use , outs id e  o w n e r 
ship and ou ts id e  e co n o m ic  co n tro l  
are  issu es  critically  im p o r ta n t  in 
M a in e  today, a l th o u g h  th e ir  deep 
h is tor ic  ro o ts  hav e  n e v e r  b ee n  ade
q u a te ly  studied. B o w d e n  says th ese  
public policy issues " r is e  natu ra lly  
f ro m  th e  sch o la rsh ip "  and th a t  th e  
sch o lars  are  m o re  c o m fo rta b le  
"d o in g  th e ir  th in g " — seeing  h ow  
issues reso lve  th e m s e lv e s — ra th e r  
th a n  try in g  to  fo rce  th e ir  o w n  ideas 
in to  a p recon ceived  mold.

In 1 7 9 6  a F re n c h  v is itor  to  M a in e  
w r o te  th a t  " t h e  cond ition  o f  h u m a n  
life in th a t  place is exceedingly  
w r e tc h e d  . . . .  T h is  c o u n try  is still 
in its in fancy , and in a languid and 
c h e er le ss  in fa n c y ."  N early  tw o 
hu nd red  y ears  la ter ,  w ith  th e  e f fo r t  
o f  c i t izen s  and scho lars ,  a t te n t io n  
will be focused  on th e  period w h en  
M a in e  social,  e co n o m ic  and cu ltu ral  
life w as tra n sfo rm e d .

— B arb ara  D elm an  W olfson  
M s. Wolfson is a frequent contributor to 
H u m an ities .
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L atro b e, B en jam in  H en ry . T he Journals o f Ben
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sian Slavophil ism , vol. 3. P r in ce ton :  P r in ce to n  
U n ivers i ty  P ress ,  19 8 2 .
C o o p er, Jam es F. Gleanings in Europe: England. 
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sity P ress ,  19 8 2 .
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Latin A m er ican  C e n t e r  Publicat ions,  19 8 2 .  
W an g , Z h o n g sh u . H an Civilization. Early C h i 
n ese  Civil ization  Series ,  vol. 2.  N e w  Haven: 
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Literature. 1 9 7 6  Lacunae Issue,  n u m b e rs  7 8 9 4 -  
1 7 2 7 2 .  C i ty  U n iversity  o f  N ew  Y ork:  In te rn a 
tional R IL M  C en ter .
Sim s, M ich ael. United States Doctoral Dissertations 
in T hird  W orld Studies, 1 8 6 9 -1 9 7 8 . W alth am , 
M ass . :  A fr ican  Studies  Association ,  1980 .  
T en g , S su -y u . Protest and Crime in China: A  Biblio
graphy of Secret Associations, Popular Uprisings, Pea
sant Rebellions. N ew  Y ork :  G ar lan d  Publishing,  
1 9 8 1 .
V alk , B arb ara  G ., ed. Hispanic American Periodi
cals Index 1977 . Los Angeles :  U C L A  Latin A m e r 

C olb y , B en jam in  N . The Daykeeper: The Life and 
Discourse o f an Ixil Diviner. C a m b rid g e :  H arvard 
U n ivers i ty  P ress ,  1981 .
C o llcu t, M a rtin . Five M ountains: The Rinzai Zen 
M onastic Institution in M edieval japan. Cam bridge :  
H arvard U n ivers ity  Press ,  1981 .
C o o k , Jam es I. Edgar johnson Goodspeed: Articulate 
Scholar. Edited by K e n t  R ichards.  Biblical S ch o l
arship  in N o rth  A m erica .  C h ico ,  Calif. :  S c h o l
ars Press ,  1981 .
G ro h , Joh n  E. Nineteenth Century German Protes
tantism: The Church as Social M odel. W a sh in g to n ,  
D .C . :  U n iversity  o f  A m erica ,  1 9 8 2 .
H y n es, W illiam  J. Shirley Jackson Case and the Chi
cago School: The Socio-Historical M ethod. Biblical 
S c h o larsh ip  in N o r t h  A m erica/Society  o f  Bibli
cal L i te ra tu re ,  no. 5. C h ico ,  Calif . :  S ch o lars  
Press ,  1 9 8 1 .
Jack so n , R ebecca. Gifts of Power: The Writings of 
Rebecca Jackson, Black Visionary, Shaker Eldress. 
Edited with  an in trod uction  by Jean  M c M a h o n  
Humez. A m h erst :  U niversity  o f  M a ssa c h u se t ts  
Press ,  1 9 8 1 .
Jam es, W illiam . Essays in Religion and M orality. 
Edited by Frederick  B u rk h a rd t .  T h e  W o rk s  of 
William Jam es .  C am bridg e:  H arvard U n iv e r 
sity Press ,  19 8 2 .
K lib an ov, A . I. History of Religious Sectarianism in 
Russia, 18 6 0 s -1 9 1 7. Edited by S te p h e n  P. D u n n .  
Elmsford,  N.Y. :  P e rg a m o n  P ress ,  1 9 8 2 .  
M aspero, H en ri. Taoism and Chinese Religion. 
T ra n s la te d  by Fran k  A. K e rm a n ,  Jr. A m h e rs t :  
U n iversity  o f  M a ssa c h u se t ts  P ress ,  19 8 1 .  
P h ilo  of A lexan d ria . "The Contemplative Life," 
"The G iants," and "Selections." T ra n s la te d  and 
introduced by David W in s ton .  N e w  Y o rk :  Paul- 
ist P ress ,  19 8 1 .
R a itt , Jill, ed. Shapers o f Traditions in Germany, 
Switzerland, and Poland, 1 5 6 0 -1 6 0 0 . N e w  Haven: 
Yale  U n ivers i ty  Press ,  19 8 1 .
W in tso n , D avid , tra n s . The Wisdom o f Solomon. 
A n ch o r  Bible Series ,  vol. 4 3 .  G a r d e n  C ity ,  
N .Y.:  D oubleday  & C o . ,  1979 .

H eilb ro n , J. L ., and W e a to n , B ru ce  R . Literature 
on the H istory o f Physics in the 20th  Century. Berke ley  
P apers  in th e  H is to r y  o f  S c ien ce ,  no.  5. B e r k e 
ley: U n iv ers i ty  o f  C al i forn ia ,  O f f ice  o f  History  
o f  S c ien ce  and T e c h n o lo g y ,  19 8 1 .
Jo n sen , A lb ert R .; S ieg ler, M ark ; and W in s-  
lade, W illiam  J. Clinical Ethics: A  Practical Approach 
to Ethical Decisions in Clinical M edicine. N e w  Y ork :  
M acm illan  Publishing C o . ,  19 8 2 .
M u eller, Ian . Philosophy o f M athematics and Deduc
tive Structure in Euclid's "Elements." C am bridge :  
M I T  Press ,  1 9 8 1 .
R um pf, G eo rg  E b erh ard . The Poison Tree: Selected 
Writings o f Rumphius on the Natural History o f the 
Indies. Edited and T ra n s la te d  by E. E. B e ekm an .  
A m h e rs t :  U n iv ers i ty  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  Press,  
1981 .
S iraisi, N an cy . Taddeo A lderotti and his Pupils: Two 
Generations o f Italian M edical Learning. P r inceton:  
P r in ce to n  U n iversity  Press ,  19 8 1 .

A b u -L u gh od , Ja n e t L. Rabat, Urban A partheid in 
Morocco: Princeton Studies on the N ear East. P r in 
ceton :  P r inceton  U n ivers ity  Press ,  1980 .  
B a x te r , A n n e tte . Inwood House: One Hundred and 
Fifty Y ears o f Service to Women. N e w  Y o rk :  Inw ood 
House,  1980 .
B ireley , R o b ert. Religion and Politics in the A ge of 
Counter-reformation: Emperor Ferdinand II, W illiam  
Lamormaini, S .J. and the Formation of Imperial Policy. 
C h ap el  Hill: U n ivers i ty  o f  N o r t h  C arolin a  
Press ,  19 8 1 .
C am arillo , A lb ert. Chicanos in a Changing Society: 
From M exican Pueblos to Am erican Barrios in Santa 
Barbara and Southern California. C am bridg e:  H a r 
vard U n ivers i ty  P ress ,  1 9 7 9 .
C o ck b u rn , J .S ., ed. Calendar o f Assize Records: Essex 
Indictments: James I. London: H er M a je s ty 's  S t a 
tionery  O ff ice ,  1982 .
D in n erste in , L eo n ard . Am erica and the Survivors 
of the Holocaust. C o n te m p o r a r y  A m er ican  H is
tory  Series .  N ew  Y o rk :  C o lum bia  U niversity  
Press ,  1982 .
G reav es , R ich ard  L. Society and Religion in Eliza
bethan England. M inneapolis :  U n iversity  o f  M in 
n esota  Press ,  19 8 1 .
H ill, W illard . A n Ethnography o f Santa Clara 
Pueblo, New Mexico. Edited by C h a r le s  H. Lange. 
Albuquerque:  U niversity  o f  N ew  M exico  Press,  
1981 .

Jaco w ay, E lizab eth . Yankee M issionaries in the 
South: The Penn School Experiment. B a to n  Rouge:  
Louisiana S t a te  U n ivers i ty  Press ,  1 9 8 0 .
Jam es, Edw ard T .,  ed. Papers of the Women's Trade 
Union League and its Principal Leaders. Woodbridge,  
N.J.: R esearch  P ublicat ions,  19 8 1 .
Jam es, W illiam . The Principles o f Psychology. C a m 
bridge:  Harvard U n ivers i ty  Press ,  19 8 1 .
Jo n es , D o u glas L. Village and Seaport, M igration 
and Society in Eighteenth-Century Massachusetts. H an 
over:  U niversity  P ress  o f  N ew  England,  19 8 1 .  
K ah n , K ath y . Fruits o f O ur Labor: U.S. and Soviet 
Women T alk  About M aking a Living. N ew  Y ork :  
G .P .  P utn az 's  So n s ,  1 9 8 2 .
M arr, D avid G . Vietnamese Tradition on Trial, 
1 9 2 0 -1 9 4 5 .  Berke ley :  U n ivers i ty  o f  C ali fornia  
Press,  19 8 1 .
Pak , P y o n g -h o . M odernization and its Impact upon 
Korean Law. Berke ley :  In s t i tu te  o f  East Asian 
Studies ,  U n ivers i ty  o f  C a l i forn ia ,  C e n t e r  for 
K o rean  Studies ,  19 8 1 .
P a tte rso n , Jam es T . America's Struggle Against 
Poverty 1 9 0 0 -1 9 8 0 .  C am brid g e :  H arvard  U n i
v ersity  Press ,  1981 .
Records o f Ethnic Fraternal Benefit Associations in the 
United States: Essays and Inventories. St .  Paul, Minn.:  
Im m igration  H istory  R e se a r ch  C e n t e r ,  19 8 1 .  
S h o stak , M a rjo rie . Nisa: The Life and Words o f a 
Kung Woman. C am bridg e:  H arvard U niversity  
Press ,  1 9 8 1 .
W eissm an , N eil B. Reform in Tsarist Russia: The 
State Bureaucracy and Local Government. 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 1 4 .  
N ew  B runsw ick :  R u tg e r s  U n ivers i ty  Press,  
1 9 8 1 .
W em ple, Su zann e. Women in Frankish Society: 
M arriage and the Cloister, 5 0 0  to 900 . Philadelphia: 
U n iversity  o f  P ennsylvania  Press ,  1981 .

T h e  N ational E n d o w m en t for 
the  H u m an it ie s  o f fe rs  support 
for th e  full ran g e  of th e  produ c
tion o f  scholarly  books, from  
p re lim inary  re sea rc h  th ro u g h  
the actual w rit ing  to  the  cost  o f  
their  publication.

S evera l  E n d o w m en t p ro 
g ra m s provide m o n ey  to support 
scholarly  p u rsu its  that have, in 
m any cases, led to  publication. 
T h e  D ivision o f  Fellow ships and 
S e m in a rs  p ro m o te s  h u m a n it ies  
scholarship  by o f fe r in g  individ
uals the  o p p o rtu n ity  to p u rsu e  
u n in te rru p te d  study and 
re search  fo r  as long as a full 
year. Fellow ships fo r  Ind ep end 
en t  S tu d y  and R e se a rc h ,  F e llo w 
ships fo r  C o lleg e  T e a c h e r s ,  and 
S u m m e r  S tipends provide 
m o ney  to re lease  sch o lars  fo r  a 
tim e fro m  teach ing  or  o th e r  
w o rk  ob ligations so th a t  th ey  
can d evote  full t im e to study 
and research .

T h e  D ivision o f  R e se a rch  
P ro g ra m s also  supp orts  hu m ani 
ties scho larsh ip  th ro u g h  its 
G e n e ra l  R e se a rc h  P rog ram . 
G r a n ts  from  the R e se arch  
M ater ia ls  P rogram  supp ort  th e  
preparat ion  o f  re sea rch  tools 
and re fe re n c e  w orks (such as 
d ict ionaries , a t lases ,  e n c y c lo p e 
dias, co n c o rd a n ce s ,  catalogues 
raisonnes, ca lend ars , l inguistic  
g ra m m a rs ,  d escriptive  catalogs 
and data bases);  editing  o f  m a te 
rials in h u m an it ie s  fields; and 
preparat ion  of a n n o ta te d ,  sch o l
arly tran sla t io n s  o f  classical or 
m o d ern  w o rks  th a t  c o n tr ib u te  
to an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  o th e r  
cu ltu re s  and serve  as tools for  
fu r th e r  re sea rch . T h e  p ro g ram  
also aw ards su b v e n t io n s  to 
defray  deficits  incurred  in pu b
lishing scholarly  w o rk s  in h u 
m anities  fields.
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1982 EDUCATION CONSULTANT GRANTS

Education Consultant Grants were made to two- and 
four-year colleges, universities, and professional schools 
seeking advice on how to build successful humanities 
programs fo r  their students. Institutions received small 
grants to obtain the services o f a person selected from  the 
National Board o f Consultants, which is an N EH  regis
ter o f outstanding reviewers and directors o f curriculum  
development projects funded by the Division of Education 
Programs.

Aim s C o m m u n ity  C ollege, G ree ley ,  C O ;  D iane 
L. V an t in e :  $ 4 , 7 8 8 .  T o  help faculty  adapt th e 
college's h um anit ies  program  to m e e t  the needs 
of  s tu d e n ts  enrolled in occu pational  and te ch 
nical program s.
A th ens S ta te  C o lleg e , AL; Mildred W. Caudle:  
$ 8 ,1 1 8 .  T o  help faculty  adapt th e  traditional 
hum anit ies  cu rr icu lum  at a tw o -y e a r ,  upper-  
division college to  m e e t  th e  needs o f  vocat ional  
students  en te r in g  th e  college un d e r  th e te rm s  
of a n ew  "L in k a g e "  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  a nearby  
com m u nity  college.
B aker U ., Baldw in  C ity ,  K S ;  Jo h n  C . English : 
$ 5 ,4 0 6 .  T o  help facu l ty  ev aluate  tw o  re quired 
courses,  " T h e  Sh aping  o f  W e s te rn  T h o u g h t "  
and "Sc ien ce ,  T ec hn o lo g y ,  and H u m an  V alu es , "  
that fo r m  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  U n ivers i ty 's  g e n 
eral education  program.
B eau fort T ech n ical C olleg e , S C ;  G r a ce  F. 
Dennis:  $ 6 , 4 2 1 .  T o  help define  th e  role o f  the 
hum anit ies  in this  public, tw o -y e a r  technical  
college.
Bow ling G reen  S ta te  U ., O H ;  M ichael  D. 
Locey: $ 6 , 4 9 5 .  T o  help faculty o f  ro m a n ce  lan
guages ev aluate  ex is t in g  c o u rs es  and p rog ram s 
and develop s t ra te g ie s  to  b e t te r  serve  th e  
needs of a s tu d e n t  body th a t  is vocat ionally 
orien ted  and un challenged by in ternat ion a l  
issues.
B u tler  C o u n ty  C o m m u n ity  C olleg e , PA; Rae
M. M c G r a t h :  $ 5 , 2 4 8 .  T o  help develop required 
hum anit ies  co u rs es  fo r  occu pational  s tu d ents  
as well as th e  revis ions o f  tw o  ex is t in g  courses  
fo r  s tu d e n ts  in nurs ing.
C en tral O h io  T ech n ical C olleg e , N ew ark ,  O H ;  
Lu ann e G. Libby:  $ 7 , 2 5 5 .  T o  help develop a 
lon g -ran ge  plan fo r  sy s tem a t ic  s tudy ,  im ple
m en ta t ion ,  and evaluation  o f  h u m a n it ies  o f f e r 
ings fo r  occupational  students .
C e n tra l Y M C A  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e , C hicag o,  
1L; L o rra in e  G .  M oline :  $ 1 , 3 7 8 .  T o  help solve 
several p rob lem s in th e  C ollege 's  In tegra ted  
Studies Sequ en ce .
C le m so n U ., S C ;  T h o m a s J .  K u e h n :  $ 6 , 4 3 0 .  T o  
help faculty design an interdiscip linary h u m a n 
ities p ro g ra m  at th is  technica l ly  o r ie n te d  s ta te  
lan d -gran t  in s t i tu t io n .  T h e  goal o f  th e  p ro 
gram is to  im p rove co m m u n ica t io n  skills and 
prom ote  a w a r e n e ss  o f  h u m an  and social issues.  
C lin to n  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e , 1A; H e r m a n  C. 
Eichmeier,  Jr .:  $ 6 ,4 4 9 .  T o  help faculty m e m b e rs  
and a d m in is tra to rs  in trod u ce  a hu m anit ies  
course re q u ir e m e n t  in to  this  ru ra l  c o m m u n ity  
college's  occupational  prog ram s.
O ra n g e  C o a s t  C o lle g e , C o s t a  M e s a ,  C A ;  
R o b e r t  V. D ees :  $ 5 , 2 4 9 .  T o  help in te g r a te  
m ore fully th e  C ol lege 's  h u m a n i t ie s  c u rr icu 
lum with  its academic and vocat ion al  prog ram s.  
Eastern  K en tu ck y  U ., R ich m ond ;  T h e o d o r  Lan- 
genbruch:  $ 7 , 0 8 8 .  T o  help fo r e ig n - la n g u a g e  
faculty at this regional s ta te  u n iv e rs i ty  to  bal
ance th re e  roles:  o f fe r in g  lang u age c o u rs e s  in 
support o f  c a re e r  prog ram s,  co n t r ib u t in g  to 
the g e nera l  ed ucation  c u rr icu lu m , and provid
ing specialized training fo r  language m ajo rs .

E rie  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e , Williamsvil le,  NY; 
W ayn e  M. O 'Su l l iv an :  $ 5 , 6 4 4 .  T o  help faculty  
design interdiscip linary h u m anit ies  c o u rses  for 
th e college's  n e w  Hotel  T e c h n o lo g y  P rogram . 
Focusin g on  th e  th e m e  o f  hospital i ty ,  th e 
courses  will provide a model fo r  s imilar e f fo r t s  
in o th e r  occupational  program s.
Fairleigh  D ick in son  U ., T ean eck ,  NJ;  M arg e ry  
Q . Fox:  $ 8 , 8 1 0 .  T o  help faculty  rev ise  a f r e s h 
m an  c o re  c u rr icu lu m  in th e  h u m a n it ies  th a t  
has rem ain ed  u n chan ged  s ince 1 9 5 8 .  Faculty 
see a need fo r  a g r e a te r  in te g r a t io n  o f  su b jec t  
m a t t e r  and fo r  c o u rs e  seq u en cin g  w h ich  will 
provide a c o m m o n  ed ucation al  exp e r ie n ce  for 
fresh m e n.
F ran k lin  C o lleg e  of In d ian a; Lana F. Rakow : 
$ 4 , 7 4 4 .  T o  help faculty  incorpora te  a study o f  
w o m en 's  issues  into  th e  ex ist ing curr icu lum  
^nd in to  co cu rr icu lar  activ it ies ,  w ith  a focus on 
th e College 's  g e nera l  education program. 
G u ilford  T ech n ical In stitu te , Ja m e sto w n ,  N C; 
Phyllis E. Allran:  $ 6 , 0 6 6 .  T o  help faculty  iden
ti fy appropriate  h u m a n it ies  th e m e s  and m a te 
rials fo r  six tech n ica l  p ro g ra m s  and to  develop 
strategies for  incorporating hum anit ies  ins tru c
tion into  th e se  programs.
Indiana U.,  K o k o m o ;  S t u a r t  M. G r e e n :  $ 4 ,8 1 8 .  
T o  help re o rg a n iz e  th e  U n iversity 's  h u m a n i
ties division to  c o m p le m e n t  ins t i tu t ional  o b 
jectives.
John C . C alh o u n  S ta te  C o m m u n ity  C ollege,
D e c a tu r ,  AL; Alice W. Villadsen:  $ 6 , 9 3 2 .  T o  
help develop and im p lem en t a h u m a n it ies  p ro 
gram fo r  th e  College 's  technical  s tudents .
John A . L ogan  C o lleg e , Carterv i l le ,  1L; Joh n  P. 
Fi tzgerald: $ 5 , 1 7 8 .  T o  help faculty  im prove 
h u m anit ies  study at this  ru ra l  c o m m u n ity  col
lege by in teg r a t in g  the h u m anit ies  and occu pa
tional  study.
Lak e C ity  C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e , FL; M a r jo r ie  
A. T u r n e r :  $ 4 , 2 0 6 .  T o  help s t r e n g th e n  th e  h u 
manities in th e  College 's  occupational  curricula. 
M an o r Ju n io r  C o lleg e , Je n k in to w n ,  PA; M a r 
ion S am u e ls :  $ 5 , 7 8 2 .  T o  help develop a m u lt i 
disciplinary c u rr icu lu m  w ith in  th e  College 's  
Allied H ealth  P ro g ra m  th a t  fo cu se s  on th e  e t h 
ical d im ension  o f  th e  medical ass is tan t 's  role.  
M ary w o o d  C o lle g e , S c r a n to n ,  PA; M a r y  E. 
K e n n y :  $ 5 , 7 1 9 .  T o  help faculty  rev ise  fore ign  
lang u age o f fe r in g s  to  m e e t  n e w  s tu d e n t  needs.  
Faculty will include m o re  c ro ss -cu ltu r a l  and 
com m u nica t ion -based  study at  th e  upper levels. 
M ary lan d  In s titu te  C o lleg e  of A rt, B alt im ore ;  
B a r b a ra  Price : $ 6 , 1 8 6 .  T o  help re v iew  and 
revise  l iberal  a r t s  o f fe r in g s  in a studio arts  
curr icu lum .
M etro p o litan  S ta te  C ollege, D en v er ,  C O ;  Alain 
D. R a n w e z :  $ 8 , 3 8 2 .  T o  help fac i l ita te  develop
m e n t  o f  th e  fo re ig n  lang u age s  and l i te ra tu re  
cu rr icu lu m ,  conso lidat ing  p ro g ra m s  at M e t r o 
politan S t a t e  C ol lege  and th e  U n ivers i ty  of 
C olorad o  at D en ver .
M id w ay C o lleg e , K Y ;  T h o m a s  V a n  B r u n t :  
$ 6 , 2 1 7 .  T o  help link th e  h u m a n i t ie s  and n u r s 
ing curricula at th e  College .
M iles C o m m u n ity  C o lleg e , M iles  C ity ,  M T ;  
S y d n ey  R. S o n n e b o r n :  $ 6 , 6 5 0 .  T o  help th e  col
lege ev a lu ate  th e  h u m a n i t ie s  ed ucation  n ow  
provided to  occu p ation a l  s tu d e n ts ,  develop 
s t r o n g e r  ties b e t w e e n  H u m a n it ies  and T e c h n i 
cal D iv ision  faculty ,  and s t r e n g th e n  overall  
in s ti tu tional  sup port o f  th e  h um anit ies .
M ills C o lleg e , O aklan d,  C A ;  Allan E. W endt:  
$ 6 , 8 0 0 .  T o  help develop a n ew  g raduate  liberal 
s tudies de gre e  p rog ram , em phasiz ing in terd is 

ciplinary study  o f  th e  h u m a n it ies  and seeking 
to  a t t ra c t  w o rk in g  adults.
O b erlin  C o lleg e , O H ;  Edith  S w a n :  $ 5 , 6 8 1 .  T o  
help c o n v e r t  th e  C ol lege 's  c u r r e n t  w o m en 's  
s tudies curr icu lum  into a c o h e r e n t  and stable 
p rog ram  sup porting a re gular  major.
P ace  U ., Pleasantvil le ,  N Y ;  B e t ty  M . T o r r a n c e :  
$ 7 , 3 8 6 .  T o  help faculty  at th e  tw o W e s t c h e s te r  
C o u n t y  cam p u ses  o f  th e  U n iv er s i ty  o f  M o d e rn  
Lan g u ag es  and C u lt u r e s  to  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  
service  o f  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  b us in ess ,  health ,  
and social  service  s tu d e n ts  and to  stu d e nts  
m ajorin g in In tern at io n a l  M an a g e m e n t .
Pacific N o rth w e st C o lleg e  of A rt, Portland,  
O R ;  El izabeth  A. Lindsay: $ 8 , 3 1 9 .  T o  help 
faculty  s t r e n g t h e n  the  ge n e ra l  ed ucation  h u 
m anit ies  p ro g ra m — w hich  n ow  c on sis ts  o f  core  
and e lective p ro g ra m s  in a r t  h is to ry ,  social 
sc ience,  and l i terature.
P acific U ., F orest  G r o v e ,  O R ;  S u san  U. Cabello:  
$ 8 , 5 1 0 .  T o  help th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Fore ign  
Lan gu ages  ev a lu ate  its  cu rr icu lu m  and develop 
n ew  m odels fo r  interdisc ip linary  studies in th e 
H u m an it ies  Division.
R e search  F o u n d atio n  of C U N Y , N Y C ;  Paula 
B e rg g re n :  $ 5 , 9 9 2 .  T o  help faculty  revise  th e 
liberal a r t s  curr icu lum  at a city  un ivers ity  at 
w h ich  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  ins t i tu t ion 's  m in o r 
ity, d isadvantaged s tu d e n ts  m a jo r  in business  
fields.
R e search  Fo u n d atio n  of C U N Y , N Y C ;  Ronald 
D oviak:  $ 5 , 6 4 8 .  T o  help social sc ien ce  faculty  
in te g r a te  in s tru ct io n  in h is tory ,  philosophy, 
and o th e r  h u m anit ies  disciplines in to  th e  career  
p ro g ram s at  th is  in n er -c i ty ,  tw o -y e a r  college.  
R esearch  Fo u n d atio n  of S U N Y , Albany, NY; 
Jo h n  W. C r os s :  $ 6 , 5 6 0 .  T o  help th e  college 
develop an interdisc ip linary prog ram  o f  in te r 
national  and intercu ltu ra l  studies .
R o g ers  S ta te  C o lleg e , C la r e m o r e ,  O K ;  Ju n e  
P urd om : $ 4 , 6 8 0 .  T o  help this  co m m u n ity  col
lege design a h u m a n i t ie s  c o u rs e  r e q u ire m e n t  
fo r  th e  A sso c ia te  o f  T e c h n o lo g y  degree  and for 
th e  C e r t i f i c a te  o f  A ch ie v em en t.
R o se-H u lm an  In s titu te  of T ech n o lo g y , T e r r e  
H aute,  IN; William B. Pickett :  $ 4 , 5 3 1 .  T o  help 
fa culty  e v a lu ate  th e  h u m a n i t ie s  and social 
sc ience curr icula.
Sain t L o u is U ., M O ;  L au ren ce  J. O 'C o n n el l :  
$ 7 , 9 1 5 .  T o  help clarify  th e  place o f  religious 
studies in th e  h u m an it ies  curr icu lum , evaluate  
th e  c o n t e n t  and m eth o d s  o f  c u r r e n t  religious 
studies courses ,  and develop n ew  in trod u ctory  
co u rs e s  a im ed at  exp licatin g th e  link b e tw ee n  
religious studies and o t h e r  h u m a n it ies  dis
ciplines.
S aint Louis U .-P a rk s  C o lleg e , C ah okia ,  IL; 
Ioann P. C o b t :  $ 7 , 7 4 6 .  T o  help faculty  review 
cu r r e n t  h u m a n it ies  c u rr icu lu m  as a w h ole  in 
the bacca lau rea te  p ro g ram s in en g in eer in g ,  
aviation sc ience,  tech nolog y ,  and tr a n s p o r ta 
tion and tourism .
San D iego S ta te  U . F o u n d atio n , C A ; R ichard  
G r isw old  delCasti l lo: $ 4 ,8 6 2 .  T o  help faculty  in 
th e  M exic an  A m e r ica n  S tu d ie s  D e p a r t m e n t  
re o r ien t  th e ir  te ach in g  and re search  tow ard  an 
increased em phasis  on U nited S t a te s - M e x ic a n  
re lations.
Sh aw  U ., Rale igh ,  N C ; B lan che R. C u r r y : 
$ 7 , 9 0 3 .  T o  help faculty  at  this small , h is to r i 
cally black, private  college s t r e n g th e n  th e  g e n 
eral  ed ucation  courses  in th e  Div ision o f  C o r e  
S tudies  and im p rove th e  s t ru c tu re  and philo
sophical  basis o f  th e  Div ision as a whole.  
Sp ertus C o lleg e  of Judaica, C hicag o ,  11; W a r 

ren  Bargad;  $ 6 , 9 4 7 .  T o  help decide on  th e 
model, fo rm at ,  and scope o f  a co m m u n ity  
o u treach  p rog ram  fo r  th e  College 's  c o u rs es  in 
ludaica aimed at adults in su bu rban  areas . 
Stan d in g  R ock  C o m m u n ity  C o lle g e , F o r t  
Y a te s ,  N D ; Jean  M. K atu s :  $ 8 , 5 3 6 .  T o  help 
in teg ra te  N ativ e  A m e r ica n  l i te ra tu re  and cul
tu re,  th e  ge n e ra l  h u m an it ies  o f fer in g s ,  and 
occupational study.
T em p le U ., Philadelphia,  PA; D e n ise  O 'B r ie n :  
$ 9 , 0 0 4 .  T o  help faculty  at this  large ,  u rb an ,  
co m m u te r  un ivers ity  in te g r a te  ex ist ing  in t e r 
nationally  orien te d  co u rs es  and p ro g ra m s  with  
one  a n o th e r  and w ith  th e  ins t i tu t ion 's  Liberal  
A rts  and H u m an it ies  core.
T en n essee S tate  U ., Nashville;  D onald N. M e n -  
chise: $ 7 , 2 0 8 .  T o  help faculty  s t r e n g th e n  th e 
h u m anit ies  curr icu lum , and d e te r m in e  h u 
m anit ies  c o u rs e s  m o st  suitable  fo r  its  proposed 
U niversity  College.
U. of A rk an sas , M ontice l lo ;  Jo h n  N. S h o rt :  
$8 ,518 .  T o  help revise general education require
m e n ts  in th e  h u m a n i t ie s  and to  develop a n ew  
h um an it ies  su rv e y  c o u rs e  w ith  a focus on 
ethics and internat ion al  affairs.
U. of N ew  H am p sh ire-K een e S ta te  C ollege; 
Helen  H. Frink:  $ 7 , 5 7 0 .  T o  help fore ign  lan 
gu age  faculty  design lang u age m inors  fo r  v o 
cational and technical students ,  increase depart
m ental  en ro l lm en ts ,  and s t r e n g th e n  th e  overall  
c o n tr ib u t io n  o f  lang uage s tudy  to  th e  c u rr icu 
lum th ro u g h  collaborat ion  w ith  o th e r  liberal 
arts  departm ents .
U. of P u e rto  R ico : C aro lin a  R egional C olleges  
A d m in ., C arolina ;  Jo se  L. Casado:  $ 6 , 0 8 2 .  T o  
help faculty revise  tw o re quired W e s te rn  Civili
zation c o u rs e s  to  serve  b e t te r  th e  University 's  
technical students .
U. of V irg in ia -C lin ch  V alley  C o lleg e , Wise;  
A u gu sto  A. P ortu ond o :  $ 5 , 8 3 5 .  T o  help faculty 
develop an in tern at io n a l  s tudies  p ro g ra m  for 
un dergradu ates  and re tu rn in g  adult s tudents .  
U tica Ju n io r C olleg e , M S ;  B obby  Cooper:  
$ 6 , 1 6 2 .  T o  help faculty  at  this  pre d om inan tly  
black, public tw o -y e a r  college develop an in te r 
disciplinary c o u rs e  in th e  h u m an it ies  ( l i te ra
ture,  music, and art) for technical students .  
W ayn e C o m m u n ity  C olleg e , G o ld sbo ro ,  N C; 
Rebecca  D. M o rse :  $ 6 , 5 7 3 .  T o  help review  th e  
c u rr e n t  s t r u c tu r e  and c o n t e n t  o f  th e  College 's  
h u m anit ies  cou rses ,  advise in th e  im p lem en ta 
tion o f  a h u m a n i t ie s  c o u rs e  fo r  voca t ion a l  and 
technical  s tu d e nts ,  and explore th e  feasibil ity  
o f  in teg ra t in g  h u m a n it ies  m ater ia ls  into  vo c a
tional and technical curricula.
W esley C olleg e , D o v er ,  D E; El izabeth Espadas:  
$ 7 , 4 0 0 .  T o  help faculty  at this private  tw o -  and 
fo u r-y ear  college s t r e n g th e n  th e  in ternat ion a l  
d im en sion  o f  th e  cu rr icu lum  by im provin g arts  
and h u m anit ies  co u rs es  and by designing in te r 
national  co u rs es  and exp er ien ce  fo r  s tu d ents  
outside th e  liberal arts.
W estm ar C ollege, Le Mars,  1A; Jam es  F. Skyrm s: 
$ 5 , 2 3 0 .  T o  help s t r e n g th e n  th e  C ol lege 's  h u 
manit ies curricu lum .
W estern  Illinois U ., M acom b; C h ar les  J. Helms:  
$ 7 , 6 6 2 .  T o  help review  and possibly revise  the 
Law and Society  minor and o th er  multi-disciplin- 
ary  h u m anit ies  minors.
W estm in ster  C o lleg e , N ew  W ilm in gton ,  PA; 
lacob Erhardt: $ 8 ,2 3 2 .  T o  help foreign language 
faculty s t r e n g th e n  language and literature/ 
cultu re  co u rs es  and to  in teg ra te  language 
courses  m o re  fu lly  into  th e  C ollege 's  g enera l  
ed ucation  requ irem en ts .



RECENT NEH GRANT AWARDS

Some of the items in this list are offers, not fin al awards.

Archaeology & 
Anthropology

A m erican  Sch ool of C lassical S tu d ies, N Y C ;  T .  
Leslie S h e a r ,  Jr.: $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  analyze material  
re cov ere d  fr o m  excav ations  in th e  A then ian  
Agora.  T h is  w o r k  will c o n c e n tr a te  o n  the 
P ain ted  S t o a ,  o n e  o f  th e  ea r l ie s t  and m o st  
im p o rta n t  civic buildings in th e  a n c ie n t  city  o f  
A th en s .  RO

A rts—History & 
Criticism

R esearch  Fo u n d atio n  of S U N Y , B in g h a m to n ,  
N Y ;  Paul  E. S z a r m a c h :  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 5 2 , 5 0 0  
FM . T o  prep are  a catalog o f  Polish  medieval 
a rc h i te c tu re ,  a rch i tec tu ra l  s cu lpture  and wall 
paintings f r o m  th e  ear ly  R o m a n e s q u e  period 
th r o u g h  th e  G o t h ic  period cu lm in at in g  with  
th e  death o f  C a s im ir  th e G r e a t  in 1 3 7 0 .  R T  
S tan fo rd  U ., C A ; A lb e r t  C o h e n :  $ 3 6 , 0 2 8 .  T o  
es tab l ish  a m icro f i lm  arc h iv e  o f  th e  p r im ary  
sources  n ecessary  to  prepare th e  cri tical  edition 
o f  th e  ballets  o f  th e  1 7 t h - c e n t u r y  F ren ch  c o m 
p oser  Je a n -B a p t is te  Lully. RE 
U . of Illin ois, U rban a;  Nicholas T em p erle y :  
$ 6 , 5 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on th e " H y m n  T u n e  
Ind ex ."  RT
U. o f P en n sylvan ia , Philadelphia,  PA; Michael  
W. M eis ter :  $ 4 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  co n t in u e  w o r k  on th e 
"E ncycloped ia  o f  Indian T e m p le  A r c h i te c tu r e . "  
R T

History—U.S.

A lliance for P ro g ress, Inc., Colera in ,  N C ; H arry  
L. W a tson :  $ 8 9 , 9 1 7 .  T o  re sea rch  th e  social and 
political t r a n s fo r m a t io n  o f  f ive co u n ties  in th e  
A lb em arle  reg ion  o f  N o r t h  C arol in a  f r o m  a 
f r o n t ie r  ou tp o s t  in 1 7 3 0  to  a developed society  
in 1 7 9 0 .  T h e  p ro jec t  will  re su lt  in an in t e r p r e 
tive m o n o g ra p h  and an enlarged data bank. RO  
A m erican  A sso cia tio n  fo r S ta te  and Local H is
to r y ,  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N ;  G e r a l d  W . G e o r g e :  
$ 2 0 5 , 9 1 5  O R ;  $ 8 8 , 9 5 0  F M . T o  co n d u ct  a p ro 
g r a m  w h ich  will a d m in is ter  a national  com p eti 
tion fo r  small  (up to  3 ,0 0 0 )  g r a n t s  fo r  re search  
in state ,  local and regional  h is tory .  RS 
C e n tr o  de E s tu d io s -L a  R e a lid a d  P u e r t o r -  
riquena, Rio Piedras, PR; Lerroy Lopez: $ 7 9 ,6 9 9 .

T o  c rea te  a com p uterized  data base o f  h is torical 
s ta t is t ics  o f  P u e r to  R ico  since 1 9 0 0 ,  conta in in g 
tim e ser ies  o f  econ om ic ,  social, and political 
s tatis t ics ,  available b o th  in published fo r m  and 
co m p u te r  tapes.  R T
C U N Y  Q u een s C olleg e , Flushing,  N Y ;  Jo h n  
C a tan zar it i :  $ 1 4 2 , 4 3 4  O R ;  $ 2 3 , 7 3 9  FM . T o  
co n t in u e  w o r k  on  th e p re parat ion  o f  a n ine- 
v o lu m e edition o f  the  papers o f  R o b e r t  M o rr is  
as su p e r in te n d e n t  o f  th e  U.S .  O f f i c e  o f  F inance 
(1 7 8 1 - 1 7 8 4 ) .  RE
K ansas S tate  H istorical Society, Topeka;  Eugene
D. D e c k e r :  $ 1 8 5 , 5 3 5 .  T o  im p lem en t  a biblio
graphic  d a ta -g a th e r in g  pro jec t  to  e n te r  nearly
7 . 0 0 0  n ew sp ap er  t it le s  in to  th e  C O N S E R  data 
bank via O C L C  during a tw o -y e a r  period. R T  
N ew  Y o rk  H isto rica l S o ciety , N Y C ;  Larry  E. 
Sull ivan:  $ 1 9 2 , 9 1 6 .  T o  im p lem en t a biblio
graphic d a ta -g a th e r in g  p ro jec t  to  e n te r  over
8 . 0 0 0  U n ited  S t a te s  n ew sp ap er  ti t les into  th e  
C O N S E R  data bank.  R T
Jean  H . S m ith : $ 6 , 6 7 3 .  T o  re sea rc h  th e  ge n e a 
logical h is to ry  o f  th e C h e w  family o f  Loudoun 
C o u n ty ,  V irgin ia ,  usin g  c o u n ty  c o u r t  records 
and archival  so u rc es  to  trace  th e  fam ily  h is tory  
th ro u g h  five g e n e ra t io n s  f r o m  colonial se t t le 
m e n t  in th e  V irg in ia  t id e w a te r  area  to  s o u t h 
w e s te r n  m igra t ion  to  T e x a s  during th e  Civil 
W a r  period. RS
U . of S o u th  C a ro lin a , C o lu m b ia ;  C lyd e N. 
Wilson:  $ 4 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  Papers o f 
]ohn C. Calhoun. RE
U . of S o u th  C aro lin a , Colum bia ;  C lyde N. 
Wilson:  $ 4 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  co n t in u e  w o r k  on  Papers-  
o f  Jo h n  C .  C a lh oun .  RE
U . of W iscon sin , M adison;  Jo h n  P. Kam inski :  
$ 9 7 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  T h e  D o c u m e n 
tary H istory  o f  th e Ratif ication  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u 
t ion  and th e  Bill  o f  R igh ts/T he D o cu m e n ta ry  
H istory  o f  th e  Firs t  Federal Elections.  RE

Interdisciplinary

A m erican  A cadem y of A rts  and S cien ces, C a m 
bridge, M A ; C o r in n e  S. Schelling:  $ 2 0 , 2 2 8 .  T o  
cond uct multidisciplinary re search  tow ard a 
h is to ry  o f  urban ism . S ch o lars  will  com p are  th e  
h is torical  deve lop m en t o f  th e  city as an  eco
n om ic  sy stem  to  th e  city  as a sym bol system . 
RO
A m erican  C o u n cil of L earn ed  S o cieties, N Y C ; 
F rederick  H. B u rk h a rd t :  $ 8 5 , 5 1 3  O R ;  $ 4 2 , 7 5 7  
FM . T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  th e  edition o f  th e 
corre sp on d en ce  o f  C h ar les  D arw in .  RE 
A ssociatio n  for A sian Studies, Inc., A n n  Arbor ,  
Ml;  Louis  A. Jacob:  $ 4 9 , 1 3 2 .  T o  compile th e

Bib liograp hy o f  A sian  Stu d ie s  fo r  1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 1 .  
RC
M au reen  U . B eech er, S a lt  Lake C ity ,  UT :  
$ 9 , 5 4 6 .  T o  r e s e a r c h  a co l le c t io n  o f  essay s  
exam in in g  th e  h is torica l  ro o ts  o f  issues and 
policies re la t ing  to  theological  in terp re ta t io n s  
o f  w o m en  and th e  re lat ionship  be tw ee n  w o m en  
and th e  15 0 -y e a r -o ld  M o r m o n  chu rch .  RS 
C olu m b ia  U ., N Y C ;  E h sa n  Y a rs h a te r :  $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  
T o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k  o n  t h e  " E n c y c l o p e d ia  
Iran ica ."  R T
L u th e ra n  Sch ool of T h eo lo g y  at C h icag o , 1L;
A r t h u r  V o o b u s :  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  co n t in u e  w o r k  on 
th e  " S o u r c e s  fo r  th e  H is to r y  o f  C u lt u r e  o f  th e 
Sy r ia n  O r ie n t :  th e  D is co v e ry  o f  N e w  M a n u 
script S o u r c e s . "  R T
Joh n  M . T ow n sen d , Sy racu se ,  N Y :  $ 4 3 , 4 3 6 .  T o  
cond uct an an th ropologica l  s tudy o f  th e  e f fec ts  
o f  urbaniza t ion  on  family life. T h e  study will 
com p are  c h a n g e s  in th e  s t r e n g th  and n a tu r e  o f  
fam ily  t ies  in M e x ic a n -A m e r ic a n  families and 
in A nglo  families.  RO
U . of C a lifo rn ia , Irv ine;  T h e o d o r e  F. B r u n n e r :  
$ 3 6 1 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  th e  Thesaurus 
Linguae Graecae: P hase  111 (D a ta -B a n k  Expansion).  
R T
W estern  C aro lin a  U ., C u llo w h e e ,  N C ; Alice E. 
M a th e w s :  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct  re se a rch  by a 
h is tor ian  and an English p ro fesso r  on  th e 
w o m e n  o f  th e  so u th e rn  highlands f r o m  1 8 8 0 -
1 9 8 0 .  T h e  final  product will be a his torical  and 
l i terary  analysis.  RS
Y ale  U.,  N e w  H aven ,  C T ;  H e n ry  L. G ates :  
$ 8 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  collect and prepare a m icro form  
edition o f  s h o r t  s tor ies  and ser ialized novels 
published by A fro-A m erican s in black periodicals 
b e tw ee n  1 8 2 7  and 1 9 1 9 .  RE

Language & 
Linguistics

W artbu rg C ollege, W averly, I A; Axel H. Schues- 
sler: $ 6 2 ,8 9 0 . T O  con tin u e w ork  on th e  Diction
ary o f Early Zhou Chinese. R T

Literature
C la rk  U ., W o r c e s t e r ,  M A ;  Ja m e s  F. B e ard ,  Jr .: 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on T he Edition o f the 
Writings o f James Fenimore Cooper. RE 
C o lg ate  U ., H am ilton ,  N Y ;  Jose p h  L. Sla ter :  
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  o n  The Collected 
W orks o f Ralph W aldo Emerson, Vol. VII and VIII. RE 
M ich ig a n  S ta te  U ., E a s t  L a n s in g ;  H e r b e r t  
B e r g m a n :  $ 3 6 , 3 8 6 .  T o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k  on

volumes III and IV o f  th e  edition o f  " T h e  C o l 
lected W rit in g s  o f  W alt  W h itm a n :  T h e  Jo u rn a l 
ism ."  RE
U. of C alifo rn ia , Berke ley ;  R o b e r t  H. Hirst : 
$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  co n t inu e  w ork 
on T h e  M a r k  T w a in  P r o je c t  (T he M ark  Twain  
Papers and The W orks o f M ark  Twain). RE 
U. of Illin ois, Ch icag o,  U rban a;  Philip Kolb:  
$ 4 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  co n t in u e  w o r k  on  A Critical Edition 
of Proust's Correspondence. RE 
U. of V e rm o n t, B u r l in g to n ;  Ralph H. O r th :  
$ 3 1 , 3 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  Journals and M is
cellaneous Notebooks o f Ralph Waldo Emerson. RE 
U. of W ash in g to n , Se a t t le ;  Jo h n  S. Hawley:  
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  c o n t in u e  w o r k  on  A  Critical Edition 
of the 5U R S A G A R — Phase II. RE

Religion

M ichael M . G o rm an : $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cont inu e  
w ork  on  th e  cri tical  edition o f  A u g u st in e 's  De 
Genesi ad Litteram  to  be published in Corpus Chris- 
tianorum. RE

Capital letters following each grant show the division and 
the program through which the grant was made. 
Education P ro g ram s

EB C en tra l  Disciplines in Undergraduate  Edu
cation

EH Ex em p lary  P ro jects ,  N on trad it ion al  P ro 
gram s,  and T e a c h in g  M ater ia ls  

ES H u m a n it ies  Ins tru ct io n  in E le m e n ta ry  
and S e co n d a ry  Sch ools  

P lann ing and P olicy  A ssessm en t 
O P  P lan n ing and A s s e s s m e n t  Studies  
G en eral P ro g ram s  
A P  P rogram  D ev e lop m e n t 
A Y  Y o u th g r a n t s  
A Z  Y o u th  P ro je cts  
PL L ibraries H u m an it ies  P ro je cts  
PM M u s e u m s  and Historical O r g a n iz a t io n s  

H u m an it ies  P ro je c ts  
PN M edia  H u m an it ies  P ro je cts  
R esearch  P ro g ram s
A V  H u m an it ies ,  S c ien ce  and T e ch n o lo g y  
RC R e se a r ch  R eso u rc es  
RD R e se a r ch  C o n fe r e n ce s  
RE Editions
Rf In tercu ltura l  Research  
RL T ra n s la t io n s  
RO Basic  R e se a r c h  
RP Publicat ions
RS S ta te ,  Local  and Regional  Studies 
R T  R e s e a r c h  T o o ls  
RV  C o n s e r v a t io n  and P reservat ion

NEH Notes and News
Independent R es e a rch  Lib raries
T h e  E n d o w m e n t  has aw arded  $ 5 .3  
m illion in t h r e e - t o - o n e  m a tch in g  
g ra n ts  to  th i r te e n  o f  th e  na t ion 's  
m a jo r  in d ep en d en t  re s e a r ch  
l ibraries.

T h is  special in it ia tive  fo r  in d e 
p e n d e n t  re s e a r c h  l ibraries  is being 
u n d e r ta k e n  by th e  N E H  b eca u se  o f  
th e  esse n tia l  fu n c t io n s  th a t  th e s e  
l ibraries  p e r fo rm ,  b eca u se  o f  th e ir  
h is to ry  o f  e f f ic ie n t  u se  o f  fu nd s  and 
b eca u se  th e y  have n o w  su ch  u rg e n t  
f inancia l  re q u ire m e n ts .

T h e  fu nd s  will be used  to m e e t  
e x is t in g  n eed s,  such  as co n se rv in g  
co l lection s ,  acq u ir in g  m a ter ia ls ,  p ro 
viding fu nd s  fo r  p ro fe ss io n a l  posi
t ions ,  p u rch a s in g  e q u ip m en t fo r

s to r in g  and p ro cess in g  m a ter ia ls ,  
insta ll ing  or  m o d e rn iz in g  clim ate  
c o n tro l  and secu r i ty  s y s te m s ,  and 
re n o v a t in g  w o rk  and stud y areas .

M edia P ro jec ts  for C h ild re n
T h e  N E H  has  se t  a second  special 
deadline o f  M a r c h  7, 1 9 8 3 ,  for 
m edia p ro je c ts  th a t  b r in g  th e  h u 
m a n it ies  to  children.

R e c o g n iz in g  th a t  n e ar ly  8 0  p e r 
ce n t  o f  A m er ica 's  3 8  m illion child ren  
w a tch  public b ro a d ca s t in g  s ta t io n s ,  
th e  N E H  re ce n t ly  decided to  launch  
an in it ia t ive  to  su p p ort  p ro g ram s 
th a t  pose  q u e s t io n s  and p re s e n t  
in fo r m a t io n  re la t in g  to  th e  h u m a n i
ties fo r  y o u n g  audiences .

O f  th e  1 8 9  proposals  fo r  such

p ro je c ts  con sid ered  at th e  Ju ly  m e e t 
ing o f  th e  N ation a l  C o u n c i l  on  th e  
H u m a n it ie s ,  f ive  w e re  aw arded  
g ra n ts .  A m o n g  th e m  are:

• a $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  aw ard  to  th e  
C h ild ren 's  T e le v is io n  W o r k sh o p  to 
produ ce  a s ix ty -m in u te  te levis ion  
special fo r  p re -s ch o o l  age children , 
" S e s a m e  S t r e e t  a t  th e  M e tro p o l i ta n  
M u s e u m ,"  to  help  y o u n g  v iew ers  
u n d e rs ta n d  m u s e u m s  as im p o r ta n t  
re p o s i to r ie s  o f  th e  past;

• a $ 4 6 3 , 3 4 3  aw ard  to  W G B H  
R adio E du cational F o u n d a tio n  to 
p rodu ce  a ser ies  o f  th i r ty - m in u te  
radio p ro g ra m s  d ra m atiz in g  classic 
A m e r ica n  l i te ra tu re ;

• a $ 4 4 9 ,1 9 1  aw ard  to  T h e  
B o o k e r  T .  W a s h in g to n  P ro je c t  to

p rodu ce  " B o o k e r , "  a s ix ty -m in u te  
special e x am in in g  th e  life o f  B o o k e r  
T .  W a s h in g to n  d uring  th e  last  tw o  
m o n th s  o f  th e  Civil W a r  and th e  
f irs t  tw o  y ears  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  
w h e n  W a s h in g to n  w a s  n in e  to  
e leven  y ears  old.

Proposals  will be accepted  at the  
M a r c h  deadline and e v e ry  reg u lar  
deadline a n n o u n ce d  by  th e  N EH  
media p ro g ra m  fo r  p lanning , s cr ip t
ing or  pro du cing  radio  or  te levis ion  
p ro g ram s.

G u id e lin es  and application 
fo rm s  m ay  be re q u e s te d  by w rit in g  
o r  calling  N E H  M e d ia  P ro g ra m , P u b 
lic A f fa irs  O f f i c e ,  M S  3 5 1 ,  N E H ,
8 0 6  1 5 th  S t r e e t ,  N W , W a s h in g to n ,
D .C .  2 0 5 0 6 . ( 2 0 2 )  7 2 4 - 0 3 1 8 .
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Nex t  y e a r  C o n n e c t ic u t  C o l 
lege will o f fe r  a n ew  co u rse  
th r o u g h  th e  Italian studies 

d e p a rtm e n t  th a t  is sure  to  a t t r a c t  a 
large e n ro l lm e n t .  C alled " T h e  B ir th  
o f  th e  H u m a n it ie s  in R e n a issa n c e  
I ta ly ,"  it will be described  in a class 
schedu le  as a " c o u r s e  fo r  s tu d e n ts  
q u e s t io n in g  th e  m e a n in g  and th e  
value o f  a liberal a r ts  e d u ca t io n ."

W h o  o f  us, as u n d e rg rad u a tes ,  did 
n ot?

F or  th a t  m a tte r ,  w h a t  m e m b e r  o f  
th e  te a ch in g  acad em y does n o t  still 
r e f le c t  occasionally  on  th e  edu ca
tional trad it io n  th a t  fo rm s  th e  b ack 
drop fo r  his or  h e r  w o rk ?  F or  all b ut 
v e ry  fe w  scholars ,  h o w e v e r ,  th ese  
g e n era l  co n s id era t io n s  are  p re e m p 
ted by th e  press  o f  discipline-specif ic  
re s e a r c h  th a t  m u st  be pursued  and 
published.

R o b e r t  P ro c to r ,  a p ro fe ss o r  o f  
Italian at C o n n e c t ic u t  C o lleg e ,  is 
on e  o f  th e  v ery  few . T h e  d irec to r  o f  
th e  N E H -su p p o rte d  facu lty  s em in a r  
th a t  cre a te d  th e  n e w  c o u rs e  on  th e  
orig ins o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s ,  P ro c to r  
has  also ju s t  f in ished  a sabbatica l  
y e ar  s tu d y in g  th e  cu ltu ra l  fo rces  
th a t  a t ten d ed  th e  b ir th  o f  th e  W e s t 
e rn  ed u cational  trad it ion .  H e hopes 
to  d ef in e  w h a t  it w as  ab o u t  Classical  
G r e e c e  and R o m e  th a t  b rea th ed  life 
in to  th e  studia humanitatis. H e  has 
fo cu sed  his study, th e r e fo r e ,  on  th e  
m an  trad itionally  credited  as the  
ch ie f  in s t r u m e n t  in th e  re s u rr e c t io n  
o f  th e  C lassics ,  th e  " f a t h e r  o f  th e  
h u m a n it ie s , "  P e tr a rc h .

" T h e  pedagogical trad itio n  we 
in h e r it  today u n d er  th e  n am e  o f  the  
h u m a n it ie s '  began w h e n  L eo nard o  

B ru n i  and o t h e r  f i f t e e n th -c e n tu r y  
disciples o f  P e tr a rc h  tu rn e d  his 
in te n se ly  p erson al  sea rch  fo r  th e  
m e a n in g  and pu rpose  o f  h u m a n  life 
in to  an o rgan ized  p ro g ra m  o f  
s tu d y ,"  P ro c to r  explains. P ro c to r  
spent a y e ar  in F lo re n ce  w ith  the  
help o f  an N E H  F ellow ship  stud ying  
P etra rch 's  le t te rs  and Latin  w r i t 
ings, as well as th e  w o rk s  o f  C ice ro  
th a t  P e tr a rc h  re in terp re ted ,  to  dis
c o v e r  h o w  P e tr a rc h  used the 
a n c ie n ts  to  u n d e rs ta n d ,  as h e  w r o te ,  
" m a n 's  n a tu re ,  th e  purpose  fo r  
w h ich  w e  are  b orn , and w h en ce  and 
w h e r e to  w e  t ra v e l . "

His s tu d y  b e ca m e  an a lm o st  " p s y 
cholog ica l"  o n e ,  as he  saw  P e tr a rc h  
repeated ly  use  th e  a n c ie n t  R o m a n  
te x t s  " th e r a p e u t ic a l ly ."

" H e  read s C ic e ro 's  a c c o u n ts  o f  
fa m o u s  R o m a n s  and tr ies  to  s tu d y  
th e ir  lives in o rd er  to  be able to  
w ith s ta n d  th e  c a ta s tro p h e s  o f  his $  
o w n  t im e s ,"  P ro c to r  says. ^

O n e  o f  P e tr a rc h 's  early  le t te rs  ^ 
d escribes  his b e re a v e m e n t  o v e r  th e  >; 
d eath  o f  a close  fr iend  fa llen  v ic t im  =03
to  th e  plague. A s he is w aiting  fo r  *£ 
his fr iend  to  arr ive  in Italy f r o m  ^ 
F ran ce ,  he  rece ives  instead  th e  n e w s  ~tXJ
of  his d eath . T h e  u n e x p e c te d n e s s ,  ^ 
th e  inexplicabil ity  o f  th e  B la ck  •£
D e a th  sh ak e  P e tr a rc h 's  re lig ious 
beliefs ,  says P ro c to r .  ^

" H e  w r ite s  th a t  as he  w alks  2bo
th r o u g h  d eso la te  cities  and co m es  2 
upon fields to o  n a rr o w  to  hold all £

satisfy  P e tra rch .
" F o r  h im , Sch o la s t ic ism  had 

d e g e n e ra te d  in to  c o n c e rn  fo r  t e c h 
nique instead  o f  c o n te n t .  T h e r e  w as 
n o th in g  w ro n g  w ith  dialectic or 
logic, per se, P e tr a rc h  th o u g h t .  It 
w as good tra in in g  fo r  the  mind and 
gave on e  th e  ability to  d ist inguish  
fa lsehood  f ro m  tru th .

" B u t  it w as only  p re p a ra to ry .  O n e  
had a jo u r n e y  to  m ak e , a re sp o n s ib i l 
ity to  g o  on  to  h ig h e r  th in g s — to 
look fo r  th e  m e an in g  o f  l ife ."

T h o u g h  he  q u o te s  th e  an c ien t  
R o m a n  saying, "P a ra l le l ism  limps on  
on e  leg ,"  P ro c to r  sees  s im ilarities  
b e tw e e n  th e  collapse o f  S c h o la s t i 
cism  and th e  s ta te  o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s  
on m o d e rn  cam pu ses .  T h e  p re o c cu 
pation  w ith  m e th o d  th a t  pro m pted  
P e tra rch 's  a t ta ck  ag a in st  sy llogism  
and led him  to  coin  fo r  th e  Middle 
Ages th e  d escrip tion  th a t  lives on to 
gall m ed ievalis ts— th e  D a rk  A g e s — 
has re tu rn e d ,  P ro c to r  feels.

" W e  risk  d eg e n e ra t in g  in to  a 'n e w  
s c h o la s t ic i s m ," '  P ro c to r  says. " W e  
are preoccupied  w ith  m ethodolog ica l  
fads. T h e r e  is m o re  d iscu ssion  in th e  
academ y ab o u t  q u an ti ta t iv e  h is to ry  
or  d e co n s tru c t io n is m  th a n  ab o u t  the  
c o n te n t  o f  th e  h u m an it ie s .  A r t  h is 
to rians  d on 't  m ak e  value ju d g m e n ts  
an y m o re .  T h e y  a re  m o re  in te re s te d  
in te ch n iq u es  o f  critic ism .

" W e  read to o  m u ch  'se co n d a ry  
l i te ra tu re '  and not e n o u g h  'good 
book s . '  T h e r e  isn 't  e n o u g h  tim e to 
read e v e ry th in g ,  so w e should read 
the  best.  If  I've learned  a n y th in g  
f ro m  stud ying  P e tra rch ,  it is th a t  in 
o rd er  to  develop h u m a n  capabilit ies 
to  th e ir  fu llest ,  on e  m u st  r e tu r n  to 
th e  orig inal  g re a t  w o rk s ."

P ro c to r 's  re s e a rch  is guided 
s o m e w h a t  by his desire  to  re c re a te  
"a  c o m m u n ity  o f  s c h o la rs "  th a t  he 
finds m issin g  in th e  acad em y  today. 
For  five h u n d red  y ea rs ,  he  says, 
ed u ca to rs  w e re  un ited  in th e  
p e rce p tio n  of ,  as N ie tz s ch e  put 
it, 'G r e e k  and R o m a n  a n tiq u ity  as 
th e  in c a rn a te  ca teg o rica l  im p e ra 
tives o f  all c u l t u r e . ' "

B u t  fo r  th e  past o n e  hu nd red  
y ears ,  P r o c to r  believes, th e  te a c h e rs  
o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s  h a v e  b ee n  " w i t h 
o u t  c o m m o n  ideals ."

" H u m a n it ie s  sch o lars  h a v e  t r o u 
ble ta lk ing  to  one  a n o t h e r , "  P ro c to r  
says. " T h e r e  is no c o m m o n  u n d e r 
s tan d in g  o f  w h a t  th e  h u m a n it ie s  are  
or  should  be.

" W e  n o w  hav e  a. d i f fe re n t  co n c e p 
t ion  o f  th e  C lassica l  past. T h e  r e s u r 
re c t io n  o f  th a t  ideal can  no lo n g e r  
be ta k e n  as a g iv e n ."

P r o c to r  p ro p oses  th a t  an  in v e s t i 
g a t io n  o f  th e  or ig ins  o f  th e  studia 
humanitatis will help c lar ify  w h a t  o f  
th a t  trad itio n  is n ow  esse n tia l  to 
p re serv e .  T h e  q u e s t io n  un d erly ing  
his s tu d y  is " I f  n o t  C lassica l  ed u ca 
tion, th e n  w h a t ? "

— Linda B lan ken
M s. Blanken is the managing editor of
H u m an ities .____________________________

" Cicero, Petrarch, and the Birth of the 
Humanities in Renaissance Florence"/ 
Robert Proctor/Connecticut College, New 
L o n d o n /$ 1 2 ,9 5 4 /1 9 8 1 -8 2 /F B

th e  bodies, he  is fo rced  to  w o n d e r  if 
th e re  is a G o d ."

P r o c to r  is f in d in g  t h a t  P e t r a r c h 's  
r e in t e r p r e t a t i o n s  " p e r s o n a l i z e "  th e  
a n c ie n t  te x t s .  F r o m  th e  seco n d  
b o o k  o f  C ic e r o 's  Tusculan D isputa
tions, fo r  e x a m p le ,  P e t r a r c h  b o r r o w s  
a s y m b o l  o f  c o u ra g e  in th e  f ig u r e  o f  
C a iu s  M a r iu s ,  a R o m a n  n ob le .  
C ic e r o 's  a c c o u n t ,  w h ic h  d escr ib e s  
th e  b e h a v io r  o f  C a iu s  M a r iu s  as h e  
u n d e r g o e s  s u r g e r y ,  is a d iscu ss io n  
o f  th e  ideal w a y  to  b e a r  pain.
M a r iu s  r e fu s e s  to  be  b o u n d  w h ile  
th e  s u r g e o n  r e m o v e s  a v a r ic o se  
v e in  f r o m  his leg, e v e n  th o u g h  by 
R o m a n  c u s to m  p a t ie n ts  are  
s tra p p ed  d o w n  to  p r e v e n t ,  in th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n e s th e t ic ,  s t ru g g l in g  
a g a in s t  th e  k n ife .  H a v in g  s ta te d  th e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  o f  M a r iu s 's  b ra v e ry ,  
C ic e r o  im m e d ia te ly  s h i f t s  to  a c o n 
te m p la t io n  o f  th e  ideals o f  fo r t i tu d e

exe m p lif ie d  in his s e l f - m a s te r y ,  
P r o c to r  p o in ts  ou t .  B u t ,  P r o c to r  
c o n t in u e s ,  P e t r a r c h 's  a c c o u n t  o f  
th e  sa m e  in c id e n t  is w r i t t e n  in 
te r m s  o f  " t h e  in n e r  s t r u g g le "  th a t  
M a r iu s  e x p e r ie n c e d  and fo c u s e s  on 
th e  m a n  as a h u m a n  in s p ira t io n  fo r  
o t h e r  a c ts  o f  b r a v e ry  r a t h e r  th a n  
o n  th e  act  as a r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  
th e  R o m a n  ideal o f  vir as op posed  
to  homo.

He r e tu r n s  to  th e  C lass ics  fo r  
guidance, P ro c to r  says, b ecau se  
th e re  is n o  in te llectu a l  s t r u c tu r e  
available to  P e tr a rc h  th a t  will allow 
him  to  co m p re h en d  th e  h u m a n  
p red icam ent .

" A  th e o lo g y  based on A r is to te l ia n  
logic and m etap h y sics  tend s to  see 
spiritual p h e n o m e n a  in an u n c h a n g 
ing, e tern a l ,  un his to rica l  w a y ,"  says 
P ro cto r .  " T h e  G od  th a t  w o rk e d  so 
well fo r  A q u in as  and D a n te  could n 't

Petrarch
and the Studia Humanitatis

Illustrations from a fifteenth-century manuscript show Petrarch (topiand the frontispiece 
to one of his six T r iu m p h s ,  T h e  T r iu m p h  of  D e a th .  The six poems consider 
universal themes such as death and love in the fram ew ork of the Roman ceremony.
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THROUGH INDIAN EYES
In 1 8 4 0 ,  s ev en  m o n th s  a f te r  Louis 
D a g u e r r e  a n n o u n ce d  th e  in v e n t io n  
o f  th e  ca m e ra  in P aris ,  th e  f i r s t  
d a g u e rre o ty p e s  a rr ived  in India.

T h e  ca m e ra  had b ee n  hailed as an 
a ch ie v e m e n t  in accu racy , o n e  o f  th e  
re s u l ts  o f  th e  n in e t e e n th - c e n t u r y  
p u rsu it  o f  ob jec t iv ity .  M a d e  o f  
silver, th e  f i r s t  p ic tu res  w e re  said to 
be " m ir r o r s  o f  re a l i ty ."  B u t  th e  pic
tu re s  ta k e n  in India during  th e  n in e 
te e n th  and ear ly  tw e n t ie th  c e n t u 
ries , w h e n  th e  ca m e ra  w as  an 
exc it in g  b u t  fledgling te ch n o lo g y ,  
s u g g e s t  th a t  " r e a l i t y , "  like b ea u ty ,  is 
v e ry  m u c h  in th e  eye  o f  th e  beho ld er .

B o th  E u ro p e a n  and Indian p h o to g 
ra p h ers  w o rk ed  in th e  sam e  Indian 
light, posed th e ir  su b je c ts  in th e  
sam e Indian landscape, p h o to 
g raphed  so m e  o f  th e  sam e Indian 
buildings and e v en  so m e  o f  th e  
sam e E u ro p e a n  and Indian p e r s o n 
ages. B u t  d if fe ren ce s  b e tw e e n  th e  
E ast  and th e  W e s t  c re a te d  vast  d if
fe re n ce s  b e tw e e n  p h o to g rap h s  made 
by E u ro p e a n s  and p h o to g ra p h s  
m ade by  Indians.

E u ro p ea n s  tended to  m ak e  pic
tu re s  re m in is c e n t  o f  W e s t e r n  p a in t
ing g o v ern ed  by an a e sth et ic  
adopted d uring  th e  R e n a issa n ce ,  
w h e re b y  o b je c ts  appear to  be placed 
in a th ree -d im e n s io n a l  field, ru les  o f  
perspective  are  ob served , and th e  
play o f  light and shad ow  gives fo rm  
to  an image.

T h e ir  Indian c o n te m p o ra r ie s  had 
a w h olly  d if fe re n t  ar t is t ic  trad it ion  
re f lec t in g  th e  Indian philosophical 
o r ie n ta t io n .  In th e ir  p ic tu res ,  im ages 
appear in a f la t te n e d  p erspectiv e  and 
l ight is c o n t ra s te d  w ith  dark im ages 
not to  e voke  fo rm , b u t  to  cre a te  
design o r  d eco ration . And, in a u n i
quely  Indian g e n re ,  th e y  o f te n  
painted p h o to g ra p h s  w ith  e lab ora te  
display o f  co lor  and design.

T h e  w ay  in w h ich  Indian p h o to g 
rap h ers  used th e ir  c ra f t  to  c re a te  a 
d istinctive  a r t  fo r m  em bo d y ing  
Indian cu ltu re  and trad itio n  can  be 
see n  in an ex h ib i t io n  o f  1 8 0  p h o to 
g rap h s  fro m  n in e t e e n th -  and early  
tw e n t ie th -c e n tu r y  India entitled  
" T h r o u g h  Indian E y e s ."  W ith  sup
port f ro m  th e  N E H , th e  exh ib it ion  
will be to u rin g  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
until  1 9 8 5 .  T h e  p h o to g ra p h s  w ere

collected  by Ju d ith  M a r a  G u tm a n  
d uring  a ser ies  o f  trips to  India 
b e tw e e n  1 9 7 6  and 1 9 8 0 .

G u tm a n  is th e  b io g rap h e r  o f  the  
A m e r ica n  p h o to g ra p h e r  Lew is  Hine. 
W h e n  she  f i r s t  w e n t  to  India in 
1 9 7 6  to  lec tu re ,  she  sp e n t  a part o f  
h e r  t im e  th e r e  looking  fo r  p ic tures ,  
m u c h  in th e  sp ir it  o f  a b u s m a n 's  h o l 
iday. S h e  w e n t  to  old studios, 
bazaars ,  m u s e u m s ,  a rch ives  and 
fam ily  a lbu m s, n e v e r  suspecting  
th a t  th e  na t ion a lity  o f  th e  p h o to g 
ra p h er  w as  im p o r ta n t .  S h e  found  
old p ic tu res  m ade by B r i t ish ,  Sw iss ,  
C h in e s e ,  Italian, G e r m a n  and T u r k 
ish p h o to g ra p h ers .  B u t  th e  ones 
th a t  h a u n te d  h e r  im aginatio n , and 
th o se  th a t  she  w ould  la te r  collect 
fo r  th e  e xh ib it io n ,  w e re  th o se  m ade 
by Ind ians— th o u g h  at th e  t im e  she  
didn't  realize  th a t  " t h e  Ind iann ess  
w as s ig n if ica n t ,"  she  says.

R e tu rn in g  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  
she  studied Indian art  and philos
ophy, and show ed  th e  p h o to g ra p h s  
to  Indian specialists. W h e n  she 
r e tu rn e d  to  India fo r  a re s e a rc h  
p ro jec t  involving n in e te e n th -  
ce n tu r y  p h o to g ra p h s ,  she  w as 
d eterm in ed  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  pic
tu re s  th a t  b e fo re  had so captivated  
her.

S h e  w as  u n a w a re  o f  an  indige
no u s  p h o to g rap h ic  s ty le , until ,  w ith  
th e  help  o f  th r e e  re s e a rch  ass is 

ta n ts ,  she  g a th e re d  p h o to g rap h s  
f r o m  e v e ry  a re a  o f  th e  c o u n try  th a t  
re ach e d  b ack  o v er  th e  past ce n tu r y  
and a half.  T o g e t h e r  th e y  in te r 
v iew ed th e  fam ilies  o f  M a h a r a ja s  
and nobility  and d iscov ered  th e  
w o rk  o f  th e  S ta te  and C o u r t  p h o to g 
ra p h ers  w h o  w o rk e d  as a p art  of 
v a s t  prince ly  re t in u e s .  T h e y  looked 
th r o u g h  v o lu m es  o f  arch ives ,  
record s ,  re g is te rs ,  n e w sp ap e rs  and 
diaries in q u e s t  o f  in fo rm a tio n .

S h e  trav eled  a lone to  m a jo r  cities 
to  co m b  t h r o u g h  th e  files o f  old 
co m m e rc ia l  p h o to g rap h ic  e s ta b l ish 
m e n ts  to  to w n s  in th e  in te r io r  
w h e re  W e s te r n e r s  rare ly  travel.

A rriv in g  s o m e w h e r e  by  tra in  or  
plane, sh e  w ould  find a ta x i  d river 
w h o  spoke a l itt le  E nglish ,  k n o w in g  
he w ould  be h e r  in te rp re te r .  S h e  
w ould ask  h im  to  take  h e r  to  the  
oldest p h o to g ra p h e r  in th e  area. 
S o m e t im e s  th e y  w ould  drive f i f ty  
miles to  find s o m e o n e .  W h e n  th e  
p h o to g ra p h e r  had s h o w n  h e r  all his 
old p ic tu res ,  she  w ould  ask  to  see 
his fa th e r 's  p ic tu res ,  and  th e n  his 
g ra n d fa th e r 's  p ic tu res ,  un til  she 
reach ed  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  c a m 
era 's  era  in th a t  p art  o f  India.

" I t  w as  a w ay  to  g e t  inside th e  
c u l tu r e , "  sh e  says. " I  learn ed  h o w  
deeply em bed d ed  p h o to g ra p h y  has 
b e co m e  w ith  th e  p ract ice  o f  all kinds 
o f  c ra f ts  and a r t i s t r y . "

In India, c ra f ts  are  o f te n  practiced  
by e n t ire  fam ilies ,  th e  skills passed  
f r o m  fa th e rs  to  sons. T h e  B r i t ish  
had asked w h y  Indians w e r e n 't  
a t te n d in g  th e  sch oo ls  o f  p h o to g 
rap h y  th e y  had esta b lish e d  in th e  
large  cities. T h e  re a s o n  w as th a t  the  
Indians w e r e  lea rn in g  f r o m  th e ir  
fa th e r s  and g ra n d fa th e rs .  " Y o u  can 
find old p h o to s  in any  to w n  in 
Ind ia ,"  G u tm a n  says.

M o s t  o f  th e  p h o to g ra p h y ,  ju s t  as 
th e  o n e  sh o w in g  th e  w o m e n  at a 
fair, had no c e n tra l  p o in t  o f  in te re s t ;  
instead , th e y  had w h a t  sh e  calls 
"m u lt ip le  p o ck ets  o f  in te r e s t , "  
w h e re in  th e  v iew er 's  eye  d oesn 't  
se t t le  o n  an  o b je c t  in th e  p ic ture ,  
b u t  ro v e s  re s t le ss ly  acro ss  th e  p h o 
to 's  s u r fa ce .  T h e  eye  a ccu sto m e d  to 
W e s t e r n  a r t  e x p e c ts  cu es  to  indicate  
a p icture 's  ce n tra l  point.  A  cue m ay 
be in th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  light 
th r o u g h  a p ic ture  or  it m ay be in th e  
p o sit ion  o f  a f ig u re  w h ic h  d irects  
th e  eye. In Indian a rt ,  especially  
g roup  p ic tu res  b o th  posed and 
unposed, a rm s ,  legs, spears  all point 
in a ju m b le  o f  d irections.

Indian art  a lso  usually  does not 
place th in g s  in p ersp ect iv e  as does 
W e s t e r n  a rt .  " T h e  eye  rare ly  m oves 
th r o u g h  an  Indian p h o to g ra p h ,"  she  
says. " W h e n  I looked at an Indian- 
m ade p h o to g ra p h  o f  m e n  on  a bal
co n y  . . . th e  m e n  looked as if th e y  
w e re  a b o u t  to  step  o u t  o f  th e  pic
tu r e . "  S h e  co n t ra s ts  th is  w ith  pic
tu re s  o f  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia  w h ich  she  
fo u n d  all o v er  India. T h e  Q u e e n 's  
p ic ture  d raw s th e  v ie w e r  in to  its 
orb it ,  w hile  " s u b je c ts  in an  Indian 
p h o to  stood on an  edge  as if  th e y  
w e re  ab o u t  to  fall o f f . "

G u tm a n  d iscovered  th a t  Indian 
p h o to g rap h s  o f te n  cop y  th e  spaces 
and su b jec ts  fo u n d  in Indian p a in t
ings. In t im e, sh e  fo rm e d  th e  th e o r y  
ab o u t  th e  re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  
Indian belie fs  and Indian ae sth e t ic s ,  
as exp resse d  in a r t  and  p h o to g 
raphy, th a t  u n d erl ies  th e  exh ib it ion .

T o  th e  Indian, G u t m a n  says, re a l
ity is a p h e n o m e n o n  e x te n d in g  
beyond th e  l im its  o f  m o rta l  life. It 
could be located  " s o m e w h e r e  
b e tw e e n  h e a v e n  and e a r th ,  w ith  a 
c e n te r  o f  g ra v ity  f irm ly  set  in th e  
co s m o s ."  In th is  v iew , th e  life o n e  is

Two versions o f the photograph o f the coronation of M aharaja  of Baroda, 1 8 7 1 . Hurrychund  
Chintamon was the Bombay photographer.
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living is a s ta t io n  on  th e  w ay  to  a 
m o re  p e r fe c t  e x is te n ce ;  identit ies  
are  tran sit io n a l .  In p a in tin g s ,  t h e r e 
fo re ,  people  d on 't  n e cessar i ly  
re s e m b le  specific  individuals, n o r  
are  buildings and landscapes copied 
fr o m  real models. A c lassical Indian 
painting  r e p re s e n ts  "a  co n c e p tu a l
ized space n o t  n e cessa r i ly  re le v a n t  
to  an y  p art  o f  th e  physical  w o r ld ."

“U n lik e  th e  goals  o f  W e s t e r n  art ,  
w h ich  appeared  in b o th  pa in ting  and 
p h o to g ra p h y ,  and w h ich  s tro v e  to 
m ak e  a s u b je c t ,  w h e th e r  p e rs o n  or  
place, d ist inct  f ro m  all o th e r s ,  Indian 
p h o to g ra p h e r s  . . . tied a su b je c t  to 
th e  sam e  sw eep in g  co sm ic  u n d e r 
s tan d in gs  as p a in te rs  h a d ,"  G u tm a n  
says. "P h y s ic a l  rea li ty  w as  u n im p o r 
ta n t .  A  p e rso n  w as o f te n  depicted 
w ith  g e s tu re s  and sy m bols  th a t  
c o n n e c te d  h im  to  ideas, his p a r t icu 
lar physical  m o rta l  p re sen ce  m u ch  
less im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e  co n c e p tu a l
ized idea he p e rs o n if ie d ."

A pictorial im age w h ich  d if fers  
f ro m  its m odel f i ts  th e  t e n e ts  o f  rasa, 
a classical Indian a e s th e t ic  th e o ry .  
A cco rd ing  to  rasa, a r t  as c o m m u n ic a 
t ion  should  see k  to  f re e  i tse lf  fro m  
p e rso n a l  a sso c ia t io n . O n ly  by such  
a b s t ra c t io n ,  th e  th e o r y  says, can  a 
w o rk 's  a r t i s t ry  be appreciated.
T h u s ,  according  to  Edw ard  D im ock , 
P r o fe s s o r  o f  S o u th  A sian L a n gu ag es  
and C iv il iza tion  a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of 
C h icag o ,  " o n e  can  w itn e s s  on  th e  
s tag e  a scen e  w h ic h  in rea li ty  w ould 
be painfu l,  and y e t  say  'I en jo y ed  
th a t . ' "  D im o c k  th in k s  th a t  rasa 
explains w h y  an  Indian p h o to g 
ra p h e r  w ould include a dead anim al 
as p a rt  o f  th e  design  o f  a p icture . 
" T h e  p o w e r  o f  th e  p ic tu re  is in th e  
fact  th a t  it does n o t  ig n o re  d ea th  or  
see k  to  m ak e  it p re tty ,  b ut instead  
re la tes  it to  an  o rd ered  s ch e m e  o f  
th ing s.  D e a th  is th e re ,  b ut it is n o t  
th e  point.  A nd th a t  to o  is an  a n c ie n t  
Indian v ie w ."

T h e  jew els  o f  th e  e xh ib i t io n  are 
th e  painted  p h o to g rap h s.  W h e n  
G u t m a n  f i rs t  b eg an  to  ask  fo r  p h o 
to g ra p h s  Indians w ould say to  h e r  
" O h ,  y o u  w a n t  p ic tu r e s ."  " N o ,  p h o 
to g r a p h s , "  she  w ould  a n s w e r .  " O n l y  
as I b e g a n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  
rea l  h e a r t  and sou l o f  Ind ian  p h o to g 
rap h y  g re w  w ith  th e  u se  o f  h a n d 
w o rk  did I ask  fo r  " p ic tu r e s . "  T h e n  
" I  rece ived  p h o to g r a p h s — h a n d 
w o rk e d  and n o t . "  P h o to g ra p h y ,  she  
says, had produced a n e w  ty pe  o f  
p ic tu re  in n i n e t e e n th - c e n t u r y  India, 
and w h a t  w as im p o r ta n t  to  th e  
Indian con c ep tu a l  s y s te m  w a s  th e  
p ic ture ,  n o t  th e  p h o to g ra p h .

G u tm a n  re la tes  th e  painted  p h o 
tos  to  th e  Indian love o f  co lor  and 
ar t is try .  " I n  s o m e  v i l lag es ,"  she  
n o te s ,  " o n e  o f  th e  r i tu a l  ce le b ra t io n s  
o f  a m a rr ia g e  w as  th e  pa in ting  of 
p ic tu res  on  all th e  h o u s e s . "  S h e  also 
sees  th e m  as p art  o f  th e  fam ily  c ra f t  
trad it io n . In th e ir  m o s t  splendid 
fo r m  painted  p h o to g ra p h s  w e re  
m o re  pa in ting  th a n  p h o to g ra p h ,  
w ith  on ly  th e  h and s , fe e t  and face  
le f t  p h o to g ra p h ic ,  w h ile  c lo th in g ,  
carp et  and b a ck g ro u n d  w e re  all 
ad orned  w ith  space-fi ll ing  co lor  and

design. T h e y  w e re  th e  w o rk  o f  six 
skilled pairs o f  hand s beside th e  
p h o to g r a p h e r — o u tl in e r ,  r e to u c h e r ,  
f in ish e r ,  b a ck g ro u n d  specialist  and 
tw o  a r t is ts ,  o n e  w o rk in g  in w a te rco l-  
or, th e  o t h e r  in oil.

In th e  early  days o f  th e  p h o to 
graphic  era  in India, w h e n  a p o rtra it  
p h o to g ra p h  w as  l itera lly  th e  la test  
Paris  fa sh io n ,  painted  p h o to g ra p h s  
w e re  so u g h t  by M a h a ra ja s ,  m e r 
ch a n ts  and th e  f r e q u e n te r s  o f  th e  
bazaars . T h e y  w e re  d one " o n  paper, 
glass, porcela in , ivory, e v e r y th in g ,"  
G u tm a n  learn ed  f ro m  one  scion  o f  a 
p h o to g ra p h ic  fam ily. A  p h o to  o f  th e  
M a h a r a ja  o f  B a ro d a  on  th e  occasion  
o f  his c o r o n a t io n  w as th e  basis o f  
h u n d red s  o f  painted  and un painted  
c a r te s -d e v is i te  w h ich  w e re  h u n g  on 
walls ju s t  as p ic tu res  o f  K rish n a , 
G a n d h i and N e h ru  are  seen  on  walls 
today.

P aint  a l tered  th e  rea li ty  o f  th e  
p h o to g ra p h ,  b r in g in g  tim e and 
ch a n g e  in to  th e  p icture . A p h o to  of 
th e  la n d o w n e r  is cited by G u tm a n  
as "a  co n c ep t io n  o f  a p e rso n  in a 
c ro ss -cu ltu ra l  f low  o f  E ast  and 
W e s t . "  T h e  la n d o w n e r  sits in a chair  
re s t in g  his fe e t  on a f ig u red  carpet.  
T o  th e  lan d o w n e r 's  left ,  fra m ed  by a 
w ind ow , rises  a H indu tem ple,  m o d 
ified by M u slim  a rch ite c tu ra l  style. 
T o  his r ig h t  is an E dw ardian  collec
tion  o f  o b je c ts ,  including a c lock and 
a drape. His r ig h t  leg is painted  in 
th e  Indian sty le  o f  p y jam a leg, w hile  
his left  leg sh o w s  a s tock in g , a 
W e s t e r n  ch a ra c ter is t ic .  G u tm a n  
speculates  th a t  th e  p a in ter  had 
probab ly  n e v e r  see n  a W e s t e r n e r  
and had on ly  im agined  w h a t  a d an 
dified E dw ard ian  leg looked like.

S o  p o p u lar  w as  th e  pra c t ice  o f  t r y 
ing to  b ring  th e  c a m e ra 's  w o rk  
c loser  to  p e r fe c t io n ,  c loser  to  " t h e  
m an  . . . n o t  as he  w as  see n  on 
e a r th ,  b u t  as he w as  in h im s e lf ,"  
th a t  th o se  n o t  p ro sp ero u s  or  socially 
p ro m in e n t  e n o u g h  to  m e ri t  full 
painted im ag es  co m m iss io n e d  a rt is ts  
to  paint ju s t  th e ir  eyes .  B lack en in g  
and ro u n d in g  th e  ey es  cre a te d  a 
te n s io n  b e tw e e n  s u b je c t  and v iew er  
and h e ig h ten e d  th e  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  
ea r th ly  rea li ty  and th e  su p er-rea l  
w orld  o f  Indian reality , G u tm a n  
says. In Jaipur, G u tm a n  found  p h o 
to g ra p h e rs  still p ainting  th e  ey es  on 
p h o to g ra p h s  m ade w ith  th e  sam e 
w e t-p la te  ca m e ras  th e ir  g r a n d fa th 
ers  used.

Follow ing  its A m er ica n  to u r ,  th e  
exh ib it io n  will r e tu rn  to  India w h e re  
it will be p e rm a n e n t ly  ho u sed  in the  
n e w  A rch iv es  o f  P h o to g rap h ic  
R e s e a r c h  in B om b a y .

" O h ,  E a st  is E ast ,  and W e s t  is 
W e st ,  and n e v e r  th e  tw a in  shall 
m e e t , "  w r o te  R u d y ard  Kipling.
N ow , a lm o st  one  h u n d red  y ears  
la ter ,  th e  W e s t e r n  h a lf  o f  th e  tw ain  
has an o p p o rtu n ity  to  m e e t  th e  
E a s te rn  h a lf  " T h r o u g h  Indian E y e s ."

— A n ita  M in tz  
M rs. M intz is a frequent contributor to
H u m an ities .____________________________

“Through Indian Eyes'VW illiam Ewing/  
International Center for  Photography, 
N Y C /$ 1 9 3 ,2 9 7 /1 9 8 1 -8 4 /G M

IOppositeI Training of 
police officers, c. 1902 ; 
young boy with a tiger, c. 
1 890 ; Brahmin boys' 
school, South India, reading 
from  palm leaf manuscripts, 
c. 1 870 ; astrologer and 
royal audience, Sirohi 
Gujarat, c. 1 725, water- 
color; note the similarity 
between the composition of 
the photographer and the 
much earlier painting. Land
owner, c. 1895, gold and 
opaque watercolor have been 
applied to the photograph.

23



Photograph from the Washington International School

In the educational struggle to instill 
learning in the minds o f  America's 
adolescents, the men and women 
who teach in junior high and high 
schools are the unsung foot soldiers. 
T h e ir  work brings little academic 
status or the kind o f  built-in intel
lectual respect automatically 
granted to college teachers.

M ost secondary school teachers 
deal every day with overwhelming 
num bers o f  students, many of 
whom are recalcitrant if not o u t
right resistant collaborators in what 
is supposed to be, but rarely is, the 
process of enlightment. T h e  pre
scribed curricula in many school 
systems are often designed to 
approximate the content o f  regents' 
exams or o ther certification tests, 
and do little to encourage or reward 
imaginative teaching. Meanwhile, 
scholars, educators, school boards, 
parents, distinguished commissions 
and the media all point to the 
deplorable state of humanities 
teaching in the nation's secondary 
schools and bem oan the cultural illit
eracy o f  their young graduates.

Now a new NEH program — 
Sum m er Sem inars for Secondary 
School T each ers— is reaching out to 
junior high and high school teachers 
and offering them a unique oppor
tunity to study humanities texts in a 
collegial environm ent with a distin
guished m aster teacher. Helen 
Vendler at Harvard, Karl Galinsky 
at the University of Texas,  Lewis P. • 
Simpson at Louisiana State  Univer
sity, and W. C arey McWilliams at 
R utgers  are am ong the f ifteen  schol
ars who will lead sem inars in 1983.

M any are veterans of NEH seminars 
for college teachers; o thers have 
worked with National Humanities 
Faculty programs. All are eminent 
scholars in their fields; and all are 
notable teachers. Pedagogical issues 
are not built into the seminars, but 
since the central purpose of the 
program is to improve the quality of 
humanities teaching in high schools, 
questions of teaching are bound to 
be on the agenda. In this sense the 
sem inars are similar to NEH's long
standing program, Su m m er Sem in
ars for College Teachers.

T h e  difference is that the new 
seminars will concentrate  not on 
research topics, but rather on major 
humanities texts, including some 
perennial favorites— Homer, Virgil, 
Dante, G oethe, Plato, Chaucer, 
Shakespeare, Tolstoy, Tocqueville, 
Thucydides. T h e re  is nothing novel 
or " innovative" about the choice of 
these texts. By any measure they 
are documents central to our tradi
tion of learning. Regarded as staples 
in our intellectual larder, they are 
works we return  to again and again 
as examples o f  the best the culture 
has produced. Reading and reflect
ing on the primary texts by teachers 
w ho rarely get the chance to 
immerse themselves in this litera
tu re  will, it is hoped, lead to an intel
lectual renewal that in turn will 
inform their own teaching of the 
humanities w hen they re tu rn  to 
their own classrooms.

T h e  f ifteen  scholars who were 
recruited to lead the 1981  seminars 
are an extraordinary group of peo
ple. All are enthusiastic  about the

p rosp ects  of studying familiar te x ts  
w ith  a n e w  g ro u p  of stu d en ts .  All 
sh are  a deep resp ect  for the intellec
tual capabilities and stam in a of  
tea ch e rs  w h o se  co n tribu tions  are,  
th ey  believe, n ot sufficiently  
respected.

T h e  m a s te r  tea ch e rs  plan to  do  
m u ch  m o re  th an  co n du ct form al  
sem inar m eetings. Family parties,  
excu rs io n s  and expeditions are  on 
every on e 's  schedule. A t  C olum bia  
U niversity , Jam es S hen ton 's  g ro u p  
studying classic te x ts  in racial and  
ethnic h is to ry  will explore  N ew  
Y ork  City , dig into im m igration  
records and follow him on walking  
to u rs  of ethnic neighborhoods. In 
B oston , w h e re  Helen V en d ler will 
lead a sem inar on lyric p o etry ,  se m 
inar participants  will h ave the  
ch ance to  do "l i te ra ry  visiting" and  
m ake pilgrimages to  the h o m e s  of  
regional poets. In upstate  N ew  
Y ork , h istorian William C oo k  at 
S U N Y -G e n e s e o  is already planning  
family picnics, a trip to  a baseball  
g am e in R o ch ester  and at least one  
family even t each  w eek, including a 
gala Italian food festival for w hich  
he will be the  presiding chef. C o ok  
also exp ects  to  be totally at the  
te ach ers '  disposal for th e  s ix-w eek  
sem inar period, and will en co u rag e  
ev e ry o n e  to  drop by his h ou se  and  
talk on his p orch  each day a fte r  the  
m orning  meeting.

S teven  T ig n er 's  sem in ar  at St. 
John's College in S anta  Fe, a "close  
but lively read in g " of Plato's Republic, 
is g u a ra n te e d  to have magical quali
ties. T ig n er ,  a classical philosopher,  
has been a high school te ach er  of

Who will 
Teach the 
Teachers?
physics and ch e m istry  and is also a 
practicing magician as well as the  
editor and publisher of The Journal of 
M agic History, " a n  interdisciplinary  
journal devoted  to the  history  of  
magic as a p erfo rm in g  art  and to  
allied aspects of h u m an  cu ltu re  
which seek to  evoke, to  cu ltivate , or  
to  exploit a sense of w o n d e r ."  His 
academ ic vita gives equal p ro m i
n ence to  re cen t  scholarly publica
tions in classical philosophy and  
philology— "P lato 's  Philosophical  
U ses of  the  D re a m  M e ta p h o r"  and  
articles such as "C h a r le s  Dickens in 
and ab out M agic ."

" Y o u  can m o v e  m ou n tain s  if you  
have intellectual co nfidence,"  says  
Helen V endler, w h ose  H arv ard  se m 
inar on lyric p o etry  will co n ce n tra te  
on S hakespeare 's  Sonnets, K eats 's  
Poems, W h itm an 's  Leaves of Grass and  
Y eats 's  Poems. P o e try  can be ta u g h t  
successfully in high schools, she  
insists, despite the fact th at m ost  
curricula favor realistic li teratu re ,  
plays o r  nonfiction th at reflect  
tw e n tie th -c e n tu ry  A m erica  on the  
whole, and p o etry  is th o u g h t  too  
re m o te  and "difficult" to teach. In 
m ost high schools, Vendler  
observes, tea ch e rs  w h o  w a n t to  
teach  p o e try  a re  " p re t ty  m u ch  on  
their  o w n ."

Studying w ith  V en d ler will be a 
total im m ersion  in lyric p o e try —  
" w h a t  it is, h o w  poets think of it, 
h o w  critics w rite  of it, and its c o n 
tribution to the  m aterial cu ltu re  of a 
n ation ."  T h e  teach ers  will have the  
s ta tu s  of visiting scholars at H a r 
vard , th e  riches of th e  H a r v a rd  p o e t
ry roo m  at their  disposal ("they'll

W illiam  R. C ook
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sink in to  th a t " ) ,  as well as o t h e r  
B o s to n  area  re s o u r c e s  such  as H a r 
vard's K e a ts  co l lection  and B o s to n  
U n iv ers i ty 's  W h itm a n  m an u scr ip ts .

V e n d le r  plans to  press  the  
teach ers  hard , fo r  sh e  w a n ts  th e m  
" t o  feel th e y  hav e  a r ig h t  to  r e p r e 
sent th e m s e lv e s  as e x p e r t s . "  S h e  
expects  th e y  will be  like o th e r  
te a c h e rs  sh e  has  w o rk e d  w i th —  
"r e m a r k a b le  people  . . . h e ro s  and 
h e ro in e s  . . . w ith  an  a m a zin g  fund 
o f  e n e rg y  and good h u m o r ."  T h e y  
m u s t  be, she believes , b ecau se  " i t  
takes a lot o f  daring to co m e  to 
H arvard, to  reach  o u t  and grasp , to  
be a s tu d e n t  a g a in ."

F ran k  S ilba jor is  will ask  th e  
te a c h e rs  in his s e m in a r  at O h io  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  to  read  W ar and 
Peace b e fo r e  th e y  arrive .  T h e n  they  
will read  it again  to g e th e r ,  so closely 
t h a t  t h e  book 's  " s u b m e rg e d  s t r u c 
tu re  b eco m es  a p p a r e n t , "  h e  says.

W ar and Peace m ay  se e m  th e  q u in 
te s se n t ia l  " g r e a t  b o o k ,"  b u t,  as S i lb a 
joris  po in ts  ou t ,  th e  aim  o f  the  
sem in a rs  is v e ry  d if fe re n t  f ro m  a 
gre a t  b ooks p ro g ra m  w h ich  e m p h a s 
izes ideas th a t  are  p re su m a b ly  
exem plif ied  in any  part icu lar  te x t .  
T h e  sem in a rs  will c o n c e n tr a te  on 
th e  te x t  i tse lf  in all its com plex it ies .  
In th e  case  o f  W ar and Peace, th e  te x t  
is a t  o n ce  a ro m a n ce ,  a novel of 
ideas, a h is to r ic a l  novel,  a p s y ch o lo g 
ical n ov el,  a nov e l  o f  social crit ic ism , 
as well as a "n o v e lis t ic  e ss a y "  on 
fre e d o m  and h is to ry .  T h e  real issue, 
says S i lba jor is ,  is " h o w  is a person  
to g o  ab o u t  read ing  a b o o k ? "  N o 
m a t te r  w h e re  th e  te a c h e rs  com e 
fro m , o r  w h a t  kind o f  sch o o l  th e y

teach  at, " t h e y  should  be a t  h o m e  
w ith  th e  life o f  th e  m in d ."  T h is ,  he 
believes, is th e  w ay  to  im prove  high 
schools .

"I  teach  h is to ry  w ith o u t  a 
l ice n se ,"  says Sol  G i t t le m a n ,  P r o fe s 
sor o f  G e r m a n  and P ro v o s t  at T u f t s  
U n iv ers ity ,  w h o s e  sem in ar ,  " T h r e e  
G e r m a n  T e x t s  and th e  R oad  to 
H i t le r , "  will read H esse 's  Demian, 
M a n n 's  M ario and the M agician, and 
G ra s s 's  Tin Drum  in an  a t te m p t  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  rise  o f  to ta l i ta r ia n 
ism. S e co n d a ry  school te a ch e rs  have 
"re a l  pro b lem s te a ch in g  kids b orn  
a f te r  1 9 6 1 , "  G i t t le m a n  says. T h e ir  
s tu d e n ts  h av e  no h istorica l  m e m o ry .  
T h e y  tend to  th in k  o f  H itler  as a 
cult f igu re ,  h a v e  n o  idea w h y  G e r 
m an y  is divided today or  th a t  
G d a n sk , w h ich  th e y  see on te lev i
sion, is D anzig .  Q u e s t io n s  o f  w h y 
G e r m a n y  tu rn e d  to  Fascism  or  R u s 
sia to  S ta l in ism  s ee m  like a n c ien t  
h is tory ,  n o t  ju s t  to  s tu d e n ts  but to 
seco n d a ry  schoo l  te a c h e rs  w h o  w ere  
b orn  a f te r  1 9 4 6 .  B u t ,  G i t t le m a n  
m a in ta in s ,  w e  all need  to  u n d e r 
stand  th e  c o m m o n  th e m e  o f  the 
b o o k s — th e  s u r re n d e r  o f  will and 
p e rso n a l i ty — if w e are  to  u n d e r
stand  n o t  on ly  a c e n tu r y  o f  w a r  but 
such  c o n te m p o ra ry  e v e n ts  as 
Jo n e s to w n .

G it t le m a n  e x p e cts  to  have 
te a ch e rs  f ro m  a v a r ie ty  o f  disci
plines in th e  sem in a r .  T h e  purpose, 
he  says is to  use  th e  m ater ia ls  as a 
u se fu l  bridge to  c o n n e c t  g e n e r a 
tions. " N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  s u b je c t  you 
te a ch  as a h ig h  school te a ch e r  . . . 
you ca n  l ight a f ire  u n der y o u r  s tu 
d en ts  . . . y ou  can  help th e m  u n d e r 

stand  th e  n a tu re  o f  bully ing ."  If 
" y o u  ca n  l ight a f ire  u n d er  th e  
te a c h e r s , "  h e  says, th e y  will g o  back 
to  th e ir  schools  and m ake a d if fe r 
ence;  th e y  will hav e  th e  e n e r g y  and 
th e  im ag in a t io n  to  c ircu m v e n t  th e  
l im ita tions  o f  th e  cu rr icu lu m . " Y o u  
m ake y o u r  o w n  cu rr ic u lu m ."

Like th e  o t h e r  m a s te r  te a c h e rs ,  
G i t t le m a n  is an e x u b e r a n t  m e n to r  
w h o  th in k s  o f  th e  s e m in a r  part ic i
p an ts  n o t  as his s tu d e n ts ,  b u t  as co l
leagues, w ith  h im se lf  as primus inter 
pares. He says  h e  e x p e cts  th e y  will 
initially en visag e  him  as an a loof, 
learned  p ro fe ss o r  ab o u t  n in ety  
y ears  old, and th a t  his jo b  is to  rea ch  
ou t,  b reak  d ow n th a t  sen se  o f  in t im 
idation, give th e m  th e  co n f id e n ce  to  
exp lore  a w h o le  n e w  w o rld — and 
send th e m  b ack  h o m e  as happy 
teachers .

In his spare  t im e, h is to r ia n  W il
liam C o o k  o f  th e  S ta te  U n iv ers i ty  o f  
N e w  Y o rk ,  G e n e s e o ,  te a ch e s  a 
co u rse  in D a n te  to  p r iso n e rs  at th e  
s ta te  p e n ite n t ia ry  at A ttica . He 
rep orts  th a t  people tell h im , " Y o u 'r e  
n u ts  try in g  to  teach  at A t t ic a ,"  and 
ack n ow led g es  th a t  n a tu ra l ly  th e re  
are  p ro blem s. B u t  h u m a n it ie s  
te a ch e rs  h a v e  th e  ob lig ation  to  give 
all o f  th e ir  s tu d e n ts  th e  b es t ,  he 
insists.

M o ra l  q u e s t io n s ,  C o o k  po in ts  ou t,  
are  w h a t  th e  te x t s  in his s e m in a r  on 
h is to ry  u lt im a te ly  address. T h u c y 
dides talks ab o u t  ju d ging  th e  m ora l  
w o r th  o f  m e n 's  actions.  P lu ta rc h  
w r o te  m ora l  b iographies ,  and B ede 
n e v e r  d ou b ts  th a t  h is to ry  has  a 
m o ra l  purpose. H is to ry  is n e v e r  
v a lu e -f re e ,  C o o k  says. Indeed, th e

q u e st io n s  o f  ju d g m e n t  th a t  in fo rm  
all h istorica l  w r it in g  and th in k in g  
are  w h a t  m ake h is to ry  in te re s t in g  
to  e v e ry o n e .  "P e o p le  w h o  th in k  h is 
to ry  is dull are doing it th e  w ro n g  
w a y ,"  he  adds. T h e  aim o f  his s e m i
n ar  is to  use  th e se  classic te x t s  to  
look at w ay s  fo r  te a ch e rs  to  focus 
on h is tory ,  to  th in k  a b o u t  w h a t  it 
m e an s  so th e y  can  c o m m u n ica te  
th a t  sen se  to  th e ir  o w n  s tu d e n ts .

T h u cy d id es ,  P lu ta rc h  and B ede 
are ad m ittedly  d ifficult . B u t  C o o k  
explains he  is " fa n a tica l ly  dedicated 
to teach in g  t e x t s "  and th a t  th e  w r i t 
ings o f  th e s e  th r e e  " e x tr a o r d in a r y  
h is to r ia n s "h e lp  a n s w e r  th e  q u e s 
t ions  th e  s em in a r  will consider: 
w h a t  are  th e  l im ita tion s  o f  o b je c t iv 
ity in h istorica l  w r it in g ?  should h is 
to r ian s  try  to  te a ch  "e th ic s  by 
e xam p le "?  w h a t  are  th e  lim its  o f  
h istorica l  k n ow led g e?  w h a t  is th e  
h is tor ia n 's  resp onsib i l i ty  to  m ake 
ju d g m e n ts ?  In dealing w ith  th e se  
g rand  issues, C o o k  says, " I  w a n t  to 
talk ab o u t  T h u cy d id es  b ecau se  I 
th in k  he 's  s m a r te r  th a n  I a m ."  And 
as fo r  th e  value o f  h is to ry  itself: 
"T h u c y d id e s  a t  least th in k s  it is a 
u se fu l  discipline, and w e  h av e  to 
take  th is  ser io u s ly ."

P o s te rs  p ro m o t in g  th e  n e w  p ro 
g ram  hav e  g o n e  o u t  to  e v e ry  h igh  
school in th e  co u n try .  N e x t  
su m m e r ,  so m e  2 2 5  te a ch e rs  will 
take part in th e  f irs t  ro u n d  o f  f i f 
te en  s em in a rs .  N e x t  fall, g iven  the  
a verag e  te ach in g  load in seco n d ary  
schools , th e y  will re a c h  well o v er
3 0 ,0 0 0  s tu d e n ts  w h o  will in tu rn  
reap th e  re w a rd s  o f  w h a t  th e ir  
te a ch e rs  did during  th e  s u m m er .

f e m h e
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Ed. Note: The fifteen summer seminars for  
secondary school teachers are listed below:

“R elig io n  in a D e m o c ra t ic  S o c ie ty ;"  
te x t ,  T ocq u ev il le 's  Democracy in A m er
ica: D ir e c to r ,  W a lte r  H. C apps, 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  R e lig ious S tu d ie s ,  
U n iv ers i ty  o f  C a li fo rn ia ,  S a n ta  
B a rb a ra

“T h r e e  A p p ro a ch e s  to  H istory :  
T h u cy d id es ,  P lu ta rc h ,  and B ed e" ;  

te x t s ,  T h u cy d id es '  T he Peloponnesian 
W ar, P lu tarch 's  Lives, and B ed e 's  A  
History of the English Church and People 
and Life of Saint Cuthbert; D ir e c to r ,  
W illiam  R. C o o k ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
H is tory ,  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N ew  
Y o rk ,  G e n e s e o

"S h a k e s p e a r e :  T e x t  and T h e a t r e " ;  
te x t s ,  The M erchant of Venice and 
Antony and Cleopatra: D ir e c to r ,
M ir ia m  G ilb er t ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n g 
lish, T h e  U n iv ers i ty  o f  Iow a, Iowa 
C ity

" T h r e e  G e r m a n  T e x t s  and th e  R oad 
to  H it le r" ;  te x t s ,  H esse 's  Demian, 
M a n n 's  M ario  and the M agician,

G ra s s 's  The Tin Drum : D ir e c to r ,  Sol 
G i t t le m a n ,  G e r m a n  D e p a r tm e n t ,  
T u f t s  U n iv ers i ty ,  M e d fo rd

" C o n r a d ,  Ellison, G arc ia  M a rq u ez :  
E s t r a n g e m e n t  and S e lf -F u l f i l lm e n t" ;  
te x t s ,  C o n ra d 's  Heart of Darkness, Elli
son 's  Invisible M an, and G a rc ia  M a r 
quez 's  O ne Hundred Years o f Solitude; 
D ir e c to r ,  M ichael  G . C o o k e ,  Y a le  
U n iv ers i ty ,  N e w  H aven

" T h e  Iliad, th e  Odyssey, and th e  
Aeneid"; te x t s ,  H o m e r 's  Iliad  and 
Odyssey, and V irg il 's  A eneid; D ir e c to r ,  
K arl  G . G a lin sk y ,  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
C lass ics ,  T h e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  T e x a s ,  
A u stin

"C la s s ic s  on  th e  A m e r ic a n  F ro n t ie r  
E x p e r ie n c e " ;  te x t s ,  F.J. T u r n e r 's  The 
Significance of the Frontier in A m erican  
History, F ran c is  P a rk m a n 's  The Oregon 
Trail, Jo h n  W e sle y  P ow ell 's  Explora
tion of the Colorado River, T h e o d o r e  
R o o se v e l t 's  Ranch Life in the West, and 
Willa C a t h e r 's  M y A ntonia; D ir e c to r ,  
W. T u r r e n t in e  Jack so n ,  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  H is tory ,  U n iv ers i ty  o f  C a li fo rn ia ,  
Davis

“Fed era l is ts  and A n ti-F e d e ra l is ts " ;  
te x t s ,  T he Federalist and H e r b e r t  S t o r 
ing's  W hat the Anti-Federalists W ere For; 
D ir e c to r ,  W. C a r e y  M cW ill iam s, 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Political S c ien ce ,  L iv
in g s to n  C o lle g e ,  R u t g e r s  U n iv ers ity ,  
N e w  B ru n sw ic k

“C h a u c e r 's  Canterbury Tales"; te x t ,
The Canterbury Tales; D ir e c to r ,  R usse ll  
A. Peck, D e p a r tm e n t  o f  English , 
U n iv ers i ty  o f  R o c h e s te r ,  N e w  Y o r k

"W ar and Peace: T h e  N ovel as T o ta l  
E xp e rie n ce" ;  te x t ,  T o ls to y 's  W ar and 
Peace; D ir e c to r ,  F ra n k  R. S i lba jor is ,  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Slavic  and E ast  
E u ro p e an  L an g u a g e s  and L ite ra tu re ,  
O h io  S ta te  U n iv ers i ty ,  C o lu m b u s  
"F a u lk n e r ,  W a r r e n ,  P ercy , G ain es :  
T h e  S o u t h e r n  N ovel as H istorica l  
T e x t " ;  te x t s ,  F au lk n er 's  A bsalom ! 
A bsalom !, P e n n  W a rre n 's  A ll the King's 
M en, P ercy 's  The M oviegoer, and 
G a in e s '  The A utobiography of M iss Jane 
Pittman; D ir e c to r ,  Lew is  P. S im p so n , 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E nglish ,  Louis iana 
S ta te  U n iv ers ity ,  B a to n  R o u g e

" T h e  Q u e s t  fo r  Love and K n o w l

edge in th e  Divine Comedy and Faust"; 
te x ts ,  D a n te 's  Divine Comedy and 
G o e th e 's  Faust; D ir e c to r ,  F ra n z  K. 
S ch n e id e r ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  English , 
G o n z a g a  U n iv ers ity ,  S p o ka n e

“C lass ic  S tu d ie s  in A m e r ic a n  E thnic  
and Racial H is to ry " ;  te x t s ,  U lr ich  B. 
Phillip's A m erican Negro Slavery (1 9 1 8 )  
and Life and Labor in O ld South (1 9 2 9 ), 
M a rcu s  Lee H a n se n 's  The A tlantic 
M igration, 1 6 0 7 -1 8 6 0  (1 9 4 0 ), O s c a r  
H andlin 's  Boston's Immigrants (1 9 4 1 ), 
and Florian  Z n a n ieck i 's  and W illiam  
I. T h o m a s '  The Polish Peasant in Europe 
and A m erica (1 9 1 8 ); D ir e c to r ,  Ja m e s  
P. S h e n to n ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H is tory ,  
C o lu m b ia  U n iv ers i ty ,  N Y C

"P la to 's  Republic"; te x t ,  th e  Republic; 
D ir e c to r ,  S te v e n  S. T ig n e r ,  St.  
Jo h n 's  C o lleg e ,  S a n ta  Fe

“ Lyric  P o e try " ;  t e x t s ,  S h a k e s p e a r e 's  
Sonnets, K e a ts '  Poems, W h itm a n 's  
Leaves of G rass, and Y e a t s '  Poems; 
D ir e c to r ,  H e le n  H. V en d ler ,  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  English , H arv ard  
U n iv ers ity ,  C a m b rid g e

— B arb a ra  D e lm an  W olfso n
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The 'Golden Age' Is Now
T h e  title  o f  N o r m a n  F. C a n to r 's  

article ,  " W h y  S tu d y  th e  Middle 
A g e s ,"  is the  sam e on e  used by 
L arry  B e n so n  fo r  his article  in a 
n e w  book, Teaching the M iddle Ages. 
T h a t  tw o  such  e m in e n t  scholars  . 
have ch o se n  to address th is  q u e s 
t ion in re c e n t  pu blicat ion s indicates 
a basic p ro b lem  th a t  m edievalists  
s h are  w ith  h u m a n is ts  generally . 
T h o s e  o f  us in a g iven  discipline or 
area h a v e  alw ays b ee n  c o m m itted  
to  ou r field of study. Indeed, m ost 
m ed ievalis ts  are  highly  e n th u sias t ic  
ab o u t  th e  s ta te  o f  m edieval s tudies 
r ig h t  n o w  and m ig h t  be inclined to 
q u e s t io n  M r. C a n to r 's  assert io n  
th a t  w e " m a y  be on th e  v erg e  of 
a n o t h e r  golden  a g e "  in m edieval 
studies. M a n y  o f  us feel th a t  w e 
are  in a golden age n ow  and have 
b ee n  fo r  so m e  tim e. T h e r e  are  
p len ty  o f  c o n fe r e n c e s  and op p or
tu n it ies  for re s e a r c h  in the  field, 
and even good y ou n g  people w i th 
o u t  im m ed iate  jo b  p ro sp ects  share  
th e  in te re s t  and e n th u s ia s m  of 
th e ir  sen ior  te n u red  colleagues. 
A m er ica n  cu ltu re  is pervaded by 
m edieval th e m e s  and m o tifs .  T h e

p opularity  o f  Jo h n  G a rd n e r 's  Grendel 
and B a rb a r a  T u c h m a n 's  A  Distant 
M irror, a long w ith  M a g n u s  M ag- 
n u sso n 's  te levis ion  series  on the  
V ik in g s ,  re f lec ts  a s im ilar (but m o re  
re fined ) level o f  in te r e s t  to  th at  
a ro u sed  by g a m e s  such  as " D u n 
g e o n s  and D r a g o n s "  and m ovies 
such  as " S t a r  W a r s . "

N o n e th e le s s ,  m edievalists  feel 
obliged to ju s t i fy  th e ir  in te re s t  in a 
r e m o te  and, to  so m e  w ays of 
th in k in g , b a rb a ro u s  period. T h e  
re a so n s  a re n 't  hard to find. R e c e n t  
p ro blem s in the  academ ic job  
m a rk e t  m e a n  th a t  m an y  s tu d en ts  
w h o  are  in te re s te d  in th e  Middle 
A ges will n e v e r  hav e  an o p p o r tu n 
ity  to  b eco m e "p ro fe s s io n a l  m ed ie 
v a l is ts ."  M o r e o v e r ,  as h is tor ia n s  
hav e  o f te n  bew ailed, o u r  society  
has tended to develop a n o n -  
h istorica l  point of v ie w — reflected  
in its w o r s t  fo rm  in th e  q u e s t io n  of 
th e  s tu d e n t  w h o  asks, " W h y  do we 
hav e  to study th a t  old s t u f f ? "  T o  
pick on ly  on e  m o re  re aso n ,  m o st  
m ed ievalis ts  w ould ag ree  th a t  s tu d 
ying th e  Middle A ges is tough . It 
r e q u ires  th a t  s tu d e n ts  gain a sense  
o f  th e  " o t h e r n e s s "  o f  m edieval

c u ltu re  in addition to  perceiv ing the 
m any sim ilarities  w ith  m odern  
th ink ing , and, ev en  w ith  the  exce l
lent se lectio n  o f  tran s la t io n s  and 
teach in g  editions available, th e re  
are  additional pro b lem s posed by 
th e  accessibil ity  o f  m ateria ls  and 
lan g u ag e  skills.

M ed ievalis ts ,  like o t h e r  h u m a n 
ists, find th e m s e lv e s  in th e  position 
o f  hav ing  to  conv in ce  a good seg 
m e n t  o f  th e  public at large o f  the  
value o f  th e ir  discipline. S ince  so 
m u ch  o f  th e  supp ort  given for 
scholarly  activ ity  in N o r th  A m erica  
c o m es  f ro m  public re s o u r c e s —• 
p ro v id e d -th ro u g h  b u d g ets  e s ta b 
l ished fo r  s ta te -s u p p o rte d  colleges 
and u n iv ers it ies  and even  the 
E n d o w m e n t  i t s e l f— public a rg u 
m e n ts  can  d e te rm in e  th e  e x te n t  to 
w h ich  m edieval s tudies  in this 
c o u n try  m ay f lou rish  or  w ither .  
T h e r e  are  p len ty  o f  good an sw e rs  
to  th e  q u e s t io n  posed by P ro fe s s o rs  
C a n to r  and B e n so n .  T h e ir  essays 
provide a good base fo r  th e  public 
s tan ce  th a t  m ed ievalists  m u s t  take 
and so m e  fine  in s ig h ts  in to  the 
la rg e r  pro b lem  involving the  
h u m a n it ie s  as a w hole .

— R o b e rt  L. Kindrick  
Dean, College of A rts and Sciences 

Western Illinois University

More on the Debate About 
Purposes of History

T o o  m a n y  people today w h o  teach  
cou rses  ab o u t  th e  Middle A g es  or 
w r ite  books ab o u t  th e  period are  
looking fo r  s o m e th in g  already in 
th e ir  minds, and th e r e fo r e ,  th e y  fall 
in to  th e  trap  o f  w h a t  logicians call 
th e  fallacy o f  com p osit io n ; th a t  is, 
th e y  tre a t  a d is tr ib utive  p ro p e r ty  as 
if it w e re  collective  and com e aw ay 
w ith  a fa lse c h a ra c te r iz a t io n  o f  th e  
period as a w h o le  or  o f  a p art  o f  it.

B a rb a ra  T u c h m a n 's  A  Distant M irror  
is a case in po in t,  w ith  its revea lin g  
su b -ti t le ,  " t h e  ca lam itous  f o u r t e e n th  
c e n tu r y ."

T h e  o th e r  c o m m e n t  I would m ake 
w as m u ch  b e t te r  said by m y  ow n 
g reat  m e n to r  at O x fo r d ,  th e  late 
R e g iu s  P r o fe s s o r  V . H. G a lb ra i th .  In 
his e ig h t ie th  y e ar  he  w r o te  a piece 
called " A f t e r t h o u g h t s "  (in The Histo
rian's Workshop, ed. C u rt is ,  K nopf, 
N ew  Y o rk ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  and it o u g h t  to  be 
required  reading fo r  all m ed ievalis ts  
and th e ir  s tu d e n ts .  H ere  is, I th ink , 
the  m o st  telling passage (pp. 1 9 -2 0 ) :

T h e  'g re a t  m an ' w h o  can s y n th e 
size w h ole  fields o f  study m ay tu rn  
up in th e  fu tu r e ,  as he has in th e  
past. B u t  th e n  again, he  m ay  not; 
m e a n w h ile ,  g re a t  d an g ers  a t ten d  
th e  g ro w in g  indu str ia liza tion  of 
academ ic h is to ry  by co n fu s in g  the 
sp h eres  o f  th e  a r ts  and th e  n a tu 
ral sc iences. L ong ago a cynic  d es
cribed h ig h e r  edu cation  in th e  a r ts  
as 'cas t in g  false pearls b e fo re  real 
sw in e . '  It w as a n a u g h ty  th in g  to  
say, b ut so m e th in g  o f  th e  kind 
happened long ago in G r e e c e  and 
R o m e . T h e r e  is no su ch  th in g  as 
'h is to r y  w ith o u t  tears ' ;  h istorica l  
s tudy su f fe red  a c e r ta in  d eb a se 
m e n t  f ro m  th e  v e ry  m o m e n t  it 
becam e a s u b je c t  ta u g h t ,  and 
th e re fo r e  e xam in ed , in u n iv ers i 
ties, its s tu d e n ts  being  s o m e w h a t  
arb itrarily  c lassified. T h is  gave 
rise to  th e  'c r a m m e r , '  w h o  is 
still— indeed in cre a s in g ly — w ith  
us, and w h o  still d e fea ts  th e  ends 
of p ro per  tea ch in g . R ea l  h is to ry  
has no c o m m e rc ia l  value fo r  lo o k 
ing in to  th e  fu tu r e ,  and only  c h a r 
latans say it has. Its  t ru e  stud y is 
pu re ly  and sim ply educative . It 
has n o  tech n olog ica l  value, and in 
th e  w r o n g  hand s can be used to 
prove  an y th in g .  E xcep t by th o se
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w h o m  it delights , it is b e t t e r  f o r 
g o t te n ;  and to  speak o f  it in te rm s  
of pro d u ctiv ity  is n o n se n s e .  H is
to ry  has no o th e r  v a lu e — and w h o  
would w ish  it o t h e r w i s e ? — th a n  
in a hard  w orld  to  m ak e  its d ev o
tees  ' less  fo r lo rn . '

— G. P. C u t t in o
Charles H ow ard Candler 

Professor o f M edieval History 
Emory University

m
" W h y  S tu d y  th e  M iddle A g e s ? "  is 

. . . m o s t  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g .  P r o 
fe s s o r  C a n to r 's  a cco u n t ,  by no 
m e a n s  com ple te ,  o f  the  m a n y -  
faceted  cu ltu re  o f  th e  E u ro p ea n  
Middle A ges  is practically  i l lustra ted  
by th e  n e x t  article ,  w h ich  describes  
th e  in terdiscip linary  approach  to 
te ach in g  ab o u t  th e  Middle A ges  at 
B a rn ard  C ollege.

A lth o u g h  C a n to r 's  canvas om its  
m any areas  o f  in te re s t  to  the  
m edievalists ,  it n e v e r th e le s s  a fford s  
an exce llen t  in s ig h t  in to  th e  m an y  
s trand s o f  th e  cu ltu ra l  te x tu re .  His 
conclu sions are  w o r th  q u o t in g :  " T h e  
Middle A g es  . . . are  not o n e  th ing , 
n o t  te n  th in g s ,  n o t  te n  th o u sa n d  
th ing s,  but an in f in ite  v a r ie ty  o f  
ideas, im ages,  values  . . . and h ap 
p enings,  a p ro te a n  cu ltu ra l  nexu s ,
. . .  an am b iv alen t  h e r i ta g e  w ith  

w hich  w e will slowly co m e  to  te rm s  
. . . com pelled to e n c o u n te r ,  u n d e r 
stand, and act  upon . . . ."  Let  us 
briefly  con sid er  th e s e  th r e e  verbs .

S tu d ies  o f  an y  period o f  h is to ry ,  
w h e th e r  W e s t e r n  or n o n -W e s t e r n ,  
have, 1 believe, tw o  ch ief  purposes: 
t o  le a r n  a b o u t  and try  to u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  e v e n ts  as well as th e  th in k in g  
and m o tiv a t io n s  w h ich  produce 
th e m ; and secondly , to  use  the  
u n d e rs ta n d in g s  gained  fro m  
re s ea rch  to  arr ive  at a b e t t e r  u n d e r
standing o f  o u rse lv e s  and o u r  o w n  
time. E ssentia lly ,  th e  h is to r ia n 's  
study reveals  th e  basic  i rra t io n a l ity  
of h u m an  behav io r ,  th e  co n tra d ic 
to ry  tendencies o f  w h a t  N ie tzsch e  
called the  "W ill  to P o w e r , "  w h ich  
m o ves  society  today as it did in th e  
Middle A ges. T h e  study holds up a 
m ir ro r  to  us.

In th e  f inal  analysis  ou r  re sea rch  
yields g r e a t  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  an ae s 
th e t ic  kind and is in te llec tu a lly  
s t im u la t in g .  W e  do n o t  " l e a r n "  f ro m  
it, i.e., learn  h o w  to  b e h a v e  as a 
g ro u p  in th e  fu tu r e ,  b u t  w e  begin  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  o u rse lv e s  and o u r  p re s 
e n t  s i tu a t io n  b e t t e r  by see in g  its 
m ir ro r  im ag e  w ith  so m e  superficial,  
m o st ly  tech n olog ica l  v a r ian ts .  H a v 
ing analyzed  and ab so rb e d  th e se  
v a r ia n ts  to  a g r e a te r  o r  lesser  
degree , w e th e n  b eg in  to be able to 
appreciate  th e  cu ltu ra l  pro d u cts  
surviv in g  f ro m  th e  period — artis t ic ,  
philosophical,  sc ien ti f ic ,  re lig ious, 
m o ra l-so c ia l ,  etc.

A deepened  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  
m a n y  s ta g es  o f  m edieval cu ltu re  will 
o f t e n  produ ce  a c o n f r o n t a t io n  . . . 
r a th e r  th an  a m ir ro r  im age. S u c h  
c o n fro n ta t io n s  are  n atu ra l ;  indeed, 
w e find sim ilarly  co n t ra s t in g ,  even  
c o n tra d ic to ry  tre n d s  in o u r  o w n

society . A nd d uring  e v e ry  long 
phase  o f  h is to ry  th e  sev era l  c o n 
t ra s t in g  ap p roach es  to  so c ie ty  and 
n a tu re  will a l te r n a te ly  p re d o m in ate ,  
w hile  th e  o t h e r s  c o e x is t  in a s e c o n 
dary role . U n fo r t u n a te ly  it s ee m s  
th a t  w e, as a socie ty ,  a re  un able  to 
act upon o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  earlier  
periods, as P r o fe s s o r  C a n t o r  s u g 
g ests .  O n e  on ly  need s  to  read 
D a n te 's  Commedia o r  books like B a r 
bara T u c h m a n 's  A  Distant M irror  to 
be s tru c k  by th e  sim ilarities  
b e tw e e n  individual and societal  
b eh a v io r  th e n  and n o w — or to  look 
a ro u n d  at th e  co n t in u o u s  w ars, 
a tro c it ies ,  and m u rd e r  co m m itted ,  
th e  d isregard  o f  o u r  n a tu ra l  e n v ir 
o n m e n t ,  and th e  lust  fo r  p o w e r  to 
be conv in ced  th a t  th e  stud y o f  h is 
to ry  is, like m u sic ,  l i te ra tu re ,  and 
fine  a r ts ,  a m o st  sa t is fy in g  in te llec 
tual and a e s th e t ic  e n te rp r is e ,  akin  to 
th e  h u m a n it ie s  r a th e r  th a n  to  the  
sc iences , m o st  o f  w h ich  hav e  applic
ability to  tech n olog ica l  ad vances  in 
addition to  th e ir  in te llec tu a l-  
a e s th e t ic  fu n c t io n s .

It w ould s ee m  to  be  t im e  to  drop 
th e  old m y th  th a t  m a n k in d  applies 
th e  k n ow led g e  o f  geog raphica l ly  
and/or t im e w ise  d is tan t  c ivilizations 
to th e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  th e  h u m a n  
cond ition  and to  adm it th a t  th e  
stud y o f  h is to ry  g ives us, instead , an 
e n jo y m e n t  d erived  f r o m  sa t is fy in g  
ou r  c u r io s i ty  and im a g in a t io n ,  ou r 
insatiab le  drive to  u n d e rs ta n d  o u r  
world. T h is  drive is, o f  co u rse ,  
m an 's  part icu lar  p ro vince ,  th o u g h  it 
is all to o  o f te n  eclipsed by the an i
m alistic  drive fo r  pow er.

— H an s T isch ler  
Professor School of M usic

Indiana University

As so m e o n e  w h o  has b een  asking, 
and try in g  to a n s w e r ,  th e  q u e s t io n  
h im self  fo r  fo u r  decades, I w as in 
trigued by N o r m a n  C a n to r 's  essay 
"W h y  S tu d y  th e  Middle A g e s ? "  
C a n to r  is a lw ays a s t im u la t in g  
w rite r ,  and th is  art ic le  is no 
exception . U ltim ate ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  like 
th e  p roverbia l  d iner  in th e  
C a n to n e s e  re s ta u r a n t ,  I fo u n d  m y 
appetite  fo r  a n s w e rs  unsat isf ied .

Leaving aside evidence fo r  th e  
b oom  in m edieval s tudies  he 
pro cla im s— C a n to r 's  op tim ism  
w ould be disputed by a n u m b e r  o f  
m edievalis ts  I hav e  h eard  speak on 
th e  su b je c t  o v er  r e c e n t  y e a rs — if I 
w e re  n o t  conv in ced  th e re  are  m o re  
p e r t in e n t  re a s o n s  fo r  e xa m in in g  the  
m edieval period, fo r  w h a t  it can 
te ach  us a b o u t  o u rse lv es  m o re  th a n  
fo r  th e  sa t is fa c t io n  o f  simple in te l 
lectual  cu r io s ity ,  I w ould long since 
have fo u n d  a d if fe re n t  line o f  w o rk .

I hav e  p erh a p s  a special p e rsp e c
tive on  th e  m a t t e r  o f  m o tiv a t io n  
ju s t  now , s ince  I hav e  r e tu rn e d  only  
last m o n th  f ro m  five m o n th s '  re s i 
dence in B u lg aria  as a F ulbright 
re s e a rch  specialist,  v is it ing  and 
stud y ing  m u s e u m s ,  c h u rc h e s  and 
archaeolog ica l  s ites  th r o u g h o u t  the  
c o u n try ,  and d iscu ssing  th e ir  
re s e a r ch  w ith  a large  n u m b e r  o f

B u lg ar ia n  scho lars .  C e r ta in ly  B u lg a 
ria is a c o u n try  w h e r e  th e  Middle 
A ges are  alive and b re a th in g  fo r  any 
ser io us  s tu d e n t  o f  th e  p re s e n t  day
as m u c h  as th e  past.

O f  co u rse  th e re  are  e xce lle n t  r e a 
sons fo r  this .  W h e re a s  chau vin is tic  
m o tiv a t io n  fo r  study o f  th e  Middle 
A ges has faded in W e s t e r n  E urope, 
as C a n to r  s ta te s ,  and w as  n ev er  
im p o r ta n t  in o u r  o w n  c o u n try ,  it 
re m a in s  s tro n g  in E a s tern  Europe 
and th e  S o v ie t  U n ion . In Bulgaria  
th e  Middle A g es  ended, fo r  practical 
pu rposes ,  b arely  a c e n tu r y  ago. T h e  
c o u n try  w as  ruled by th e  O t to m a n s  
fo r  fo u r  c e n tu r ie s ,  and on ly  l ib er
ated in 1 8 7 6 ;  its cu ltu re  rem ained  
fro z e n  at th e  p o in t reached  in the  
fo u r t e e n th  ce n tu r y ,  and th e  revival 
o f  B u lg ar ian  s e l f -a w a re n e ss  th a t  led 
u lt im ate ly  to  l ib era t io n  w as based 
f irm ly  on m edieval trad it ions.

Bulgarian  n a t ion a lism  w as also 
f irm ly  based on  th e  w o rk  o f  the  
B u lg ar ian  O r th o d o x  C h u r c h  in 
s tud ying  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  B u lg a r 
ian people b eg in n in g  in th e  age o f  
Edw ard G ib b o n .  T h is  association  
gives th a t  C h u r c h  even  today a 
position  un iq ue  in M a r x is t  c o u n 
tries, d espite  official  e n d o rs e m e n t  o f  
a th e ism . T h e  an n u a l  parade bn the  
fe a s t  day o f  S ts .  C yril  and M e t h o 
dius in Sofia  rivals th a t  on  M ay  D ay 
fo r  color, and p robably  su rp asses  it 
fo r  b re a th  o f  partic ipation.

S u ch  ch au vin is tic  b ases  fo r  h u m 
anistic  s tudies  c a n n o t  be built  in ou r 
o w n  society , a l th o u g h  o u r  u n d e r
s tand in g  o f  E a s tern  E u ro p ean  cu l
tu re ,  and behavior ,  would be vastly  
increased  by g r e a te r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  
th e  O r th o d o x  h e r i ta g e  th a t  u n d e r
lies th e  civilization o f  all th e  E a s tern  
Slav  peoples.

O n  th e  o n e  hand , to o  m u ch  
scholarsh ip  in m edieval s tudies  in this 
c o u n try  s ee m s  to  be w i th o u t  any 
m otive  at all beyon d  th e  scholastic  
need to  dispute  pinpoint details  o f  
i rre le v a n t  issues. Y e t  w h e n  ripples 
o f  re le v a n ce  are  raised, as C a n to r  
points  ou t ,  to o  o f te n  it is on ly  the  
c o n s e q u e n ce  o f  p seu d o-in te l lectu a l  
fads such  as th e  cu lt is t  ou tcro p p in g  
o f  r e c e n t  years . T h e s e  hav e  as yet 
b ro u g h t  visible b en e f i t  n e i th e r  to 
ou r level o f  civilization n or  to ou r  
s ta te  o f  k n ow led g e  and u n d e rs ta n d 
ing o f  an y th in g .

E xam in a tio n  o f  th e  in te llectu al  
and artis t ic  e xp ress io n  o f  th e  Middle 
A ges as a co n t in u u m , on th e  o th e r  
hand, o f fe rs  th e  possibility  n o t  only  
o f  a b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  
tru e  n a tu re  o f  m edieval civilization, 
but o f  t r u e r  in s ig h ts  in to  o u r  ow n 
cu ltu ral  s ituation .

T o  take  o n e  exam p le  particu larly  
close to  m y o w n  co n cern s :  In the  
past c e n tu r y  w e  have repeated , in 
ou r  o w n  w ay, th e  sh if t  f ro m  o b je c 
tive to  su b je c t iv e  v iew s o f  w h a t  is 
consid ered  reality  th a t  to ok  place at 
the  b ir th  o f  th e  Middle A ges. If we 
are  to  cope w ith  th e  w orldw ide 
m alaise, th e  fa ilu re  to  find so lutions 
to  th e  collapse o f  in te llectu al  nerve  
th a t  aff lic ts  all developed societ ies  
today, w e  are  un likely  to  find th e m

e ith er  in blind e f fo r t s  to  re p e a t  th e  
failed v e n tu re s  o f  past soc iet ies ,  or 
in ignoring  th e ir  occasional 
successes.

W e m u s t  also k n o w  and appre
ciate  th e  t ru e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  ou r  
ow n  civilization. W ith  C a n to r ,  I 
believe th a t  th e  body o f  W e s te r n  
civilization as w e  k n o w  it is th e  best  
and m o st  l ib era t in g  trad itio n  availa
ble fo r  th o se  w h o  are  in a position  
of choice. T h e  Middle A g es  w e re  the 
critical period in th e  t ra n sm is s io n  o f  
th at  trad ition  to  o u r  o w n  tim e; we 
ca n n o t  fo rg e t  th e m , or  w e risk  f o r 
g e tt in g  it all.

— Jam es D. B reck e n rid g e  
Professor of A rt History 

Northwestern University

Editor's 
Notes
T h is  year ,  fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e , the  
tra n s la to r  o f  th e  N obel la u re a te  fo r  
l i te ra tu re  was n o t  ju s t  a sh ad ow y  
backgrou nd  f ig u re .  T o  th e  press, 
bo th  h e re  and abroad , G r e g o r y  
R abassa  h im s e lf  w as n ew s. F e a tu re  
artic les  and ne w s  co lu m n s  e v e r y 
w h e re  heaped praise on the 
" e x t r e m e  f lu e n cy  o f  th e  English  
tra n sla t io n  o f  One Hundred Years of 
Solitude." And th e  W all Street journal 
proclaim ed th a t  "p e rh a p s  m o re  th a n  
any S o u th  A m e r ica n  w r ite r ,  M r. 
R abassa  can take  cred it  fo r  th e  c u r 
re n t  e x c i te m e n t  ab ou t H ispanic f ic 
tion am o n g  U .S .  re a d e rs ."

T h a n k s ,  in part ,  to  M r . R ab a ssa ,  
t ran s la t io n  is rece iv ing  m u ch  m o re  
reco g n it io n . N ot on ly  are  n e w  cul
tu res  b eco m in g  k o w n  to us th r o u g h  
s u p erior  tra n s la t io n s  o f  th e ir  l i te ra 
tu re ,  b ut n e w  tra n sla t io n s  o f  th e  
classics  o f  E a s te r n  and W e s t e r n  civil
ization are  m aking  o u r  global l i te r 
ary  and h is tor ic  h e r i ta g e  m o re  
accessible .

P erh ap s  a w h ole  n e w  g e n e r a t io n  
o f  t ra n s la to rs ,  area  e x p e r ts  or  g lobe- 
circling b usin esspeople  will e m e rg e  
fro m  A m erica 's  " r e n e w e d  em p hasis  
on  fo re ig n  lan g u age  s tu d y ."  R ich ard  
Brod w r ite s  o f  ev idence  o f  " c u r r i c u 
lar crea t iv ity  and re s to ra t io n  o f  la n 
g uage  r e q u ir e m e n t s "  at so m e  o f  ou r  
nation 's  m o st  prestig iou s  u n iv e rs i 
ties. M r. B rod  m ain ta in s  th a t  la n 
g uage  study is n o t  only  a core  disci
pline o f  th e  h u m a n it ie s  b u t  also "a  
k e y s to n e  o f  th e  edu cation  n e c e s s a ry  
fo r  resp onsib le  c it izenship  in an 
in te rd e p e n d en t  w o rld ."

Y e t  an a larm ing  stud y ju s t  
com pleted  by a 1 9 8 1  lan g u a g e  task  
fo rce  finds a d is tu rb ing  s h o rt fa l l  of 
A m erica n  e x p e r t s — th o se  w h o  are  
capable o f  producing and utilizing 
sophisticated  kn ow led g e  ab o u t  
reg io ns  o f  th e  w orld  o t h e r  th a n  ou r 
ow n. So, w r ites  R o se  H ayden , " i f  
th e  U .S .  is to  survive  su ccessfu l ly  in 
an increasingly  h a rs h  and u n p re d ic t
able e n v i r o n m e n t "  th e  " r e n e w e d  
em phasis  on lang uage  s tu d y ,"  co m es  
not a m o m e n t  to o  soon.

— Ju dith  C h a y es  N eim an
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