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Editor's Note
The Columbian Quincentenary
As happens with important anniversaries, the Columbian Quincentenary is 
bringing forth a number of historical reappraisals.

With that in mind, in this issue of Humanities we look at the quincentenary 
from a number of perspectives. Even the particular word chosen to describe 
what went on, says historian James Axtell, carries a particular weight and colora
tion, whether that word be colonization or imperialism or settlement or emigration or 
invasion. In attempting to reframe the moral imperatives of 1492 at a distance 
of five centuries, Axtell cautions:

"The parties of the past deserve equal treatment from historians___As judge,
jury, prosecutor, and counsel for the defense of people who can no longer testify 
on their own behalf, the historian cannot be any less than impartial in his or 
her judicial review of the past."

W. Richard West, Jr., the director of the new National Museum of the American 
Indian and himself a Cheyenne, says something succinct and similar: "We have 
to be careful that we do not try to remake history into something that it was not."

One current NEH-supported exhibition called "The Age of the Marvelous" 
covers the period following Columbus's journey. The next two centuries saw a 
passion on the part of collectors in Europe to acquire the new and unusual from 
America and other far-flung places. In another exhibition, we revisit cultural 
artifacts that remained on this side of the sea, "Objects of Myth and Memory," 
put together by the Brooklyn Museum and containing 250 American Indian 
art objects.

Michael Gannon of the University of Florida brings us up to date on the con
tinuing scholarly work— archival and archaeological—being carried out by 
the Institute for Early Contact Period Studies, which he heads. The work of 
Gannon's institute is among more than 325 projects totalling $22 million funded 
by the Endowment as part of the Columbian Quincentenary. One recently in 
the news involves anthropologist Arthur Demarest, who has been searching 
for clues to the demise of the Maya civilization in the rain forest of Guatemala; 
he tells about the discovery of the burial chamber of a previously unknown 
Maya chieftain.

Finally, we take a closer look at Columbus himself. Two professors from the 
University of Minnesota, Carla R. Phillips and William D. Phillips, Jr., examine 
American textbooks and popular histories over the last two hundred years in 
an attempt to separate the man from the myth.

—Mary Lou Beatty
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A Conversation 
with. . .
W. Richard West, Jr.

N EH Chairman Lynne V. Cheney 
talks with W. Richard West, Jr., 
director o f the National Museum  

of the American Indian, about the issues 
o f cultural diversity and repatriation of 
native American remains and artifacts.

Lynne Cheney: Let's begin with some
thing simple and straightforward. 
Why an American Indian museum? 
West: I think that the National 
Museum of the American Indian hap
pily is an institution whose time has 
come. American Indian culture has 
played a valuable part in the history of

this country, and we have belatedly 
recognized the significant contribu
tion that Indian culture has made. To 
me it's entirely appropriate that the 
last spot on the Mall should be the 
National Museum of the American 
Indian. I think there is a growing 
openness to the elements of cultural 
diversity and the contributions that 
native Americans make to the social 
whole of this country. Indian culture 
definitely falls into that category. 
Cheney: But why a separate museum?
I think that troubles a few people, the 
idea that the museum is apart and 
separate instead of being an integral 
part of our heritage.
West: I think the fact that it is a sep
arate institution has less to do with 
separateness than it has to do with the 
particular circumstances of this 
museum. The Smithsonian Institution 
has this splendid collection of artifacts 
and objects, clearly the largest, the most 
significant collection of native material 
from this country and the entire West
ern Hemisphere in the world.
Cheney: This is the Heye collection? 
West: The George Gustav Heye col
lection. It is unqualifiedly the finest 
collection of the material of the native 
peoples of this hemisphere. The mag
nitude of the collection alone makes 
it very difficult to integrate into any 
other institution that exists now at the 
Smithsonian Institution.
Cheney: In policy statements about 
the museum, some things in the lan
guage give the impression that you 
do see the museum as separate spirit
ually and not just as separate in the 
physical sense. One statement says 
that the museum's objects are to be 
considered the sole property of the 
"affected native American culturally 
affiliated group."
West: That's the repatriation policy.

Cheney: Exactly. I've always thought 
of objects in museums as part of our 
national heritage.
West: They are. These are definitely 
national collections that we're talking 
about, and it is a national institution of 
Indian culture. You're talking about a 
very specific part of a particular policy. 
Cheney: The repatriation policy. 
West: Correct. The policy simply says 
that once it has been determined under 
the policy and existing federal legisla
tion that certain objects belong to an 
Indian tribe or a successful claimant, 
then, indeed, those objects must be 
treated as the sole property of that 
tribe.
Cheney: So that's not a statement 
about all the objects in the museum. 
West: Oh, no, not at all. That is simply 
a statement about what happens once 
this procedure and process outlined 
in the repatriation policy have been fol
lowed and a claimant has succeeded 
in convincing the museum that this 
material falls within the policy and is 
culturally affiliated with the claimant. 
Then, of course, it does become the 
property of that claimant. We so pro
vided in order to give us a little more 
flexibility in working with successful 
claimants so that some of these mater
ials might, under some kind of arrange
ment, possibly remain in the museum. 
We felt the only way we could suc
cessfully do that is to make clear that 
we weren't quibbling with them about 
whose property it was at the point a 
claimant had successfully prosecuted 
a claim.
Cheney: Some archaeologists— 
anthropologists, I would guess, too— 
seem a little worried that your policy is 
less restrictive in terms of repatriation 
than federal policy is. This has led to 
some fear that this could be the end of 
museums as we know them.
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West: I think not. I appreciate the 
lengthy history here full of controversy 
between the native American and the 
museum communities. But I think 
that, as we move forward with the 
implementation of this policy in a 
thoughtful and deliberate manner, 
that those fears will abate. I am truly 
confident of that. I do not think it 
means the end of collections at all.

In fact, I think it means a new rela
tionship between the museum commu
nity and the native American commu
nity that will redound to the benefit 
of the entire nation. The repatriation 
policy is nothing less than a recogni
tion that native American peoples con
tinue to exist in this country and, for 
that matter, throughout the hemi
sphere; that they have made signifi
cant contributions to what we call 
civilization; and that there are certain 
limited categories of material that are 
vital for the perpetuation of this living 
culture. That is the premise of the 
repatriation policy. And the nation 
benefits, I think, from the fact that 
native peoples in this hemisphere con
tinue to survive and continue to con
tribute ideas, philosophy, and art to 
civilization as we know it in this hemi
sphere. So I see us all as benefiting. 
Cheney: As you know from previous 
conversations we have had, I'm  very 
sympathetic to the idea of repatriat
ing remains. It's when we go beyond 
remains that I begin to get concerned. 
But even with remains, and even 
though I'm very sympathetic to it, in 
the back of my head is this question 
echoing: If we're repatriating native 
American remains, then what about 
the mummies in the Field Museum? 
What about the Egyptian funerary 
objects in the Metropolitan? Is this 
the first step on a slippery slope?
West: I think that a distinction prob
ably can be made between those

materials that are absolutely essential, 
by judgment of the Congress or the 
Smithsonian Institution, for the per
petuation of a living culture, and those 
materials that may fall into the cate
gory of national antiquities or trea
sures. The rationale for the repatriation 
policy involves those few materials 
that are essential for the ongoing cul
tural life of existing people. That 
allows a certain amount of differen
tiation between native American cul
ture in this country and claims for 
"national treasures" or "national antiq

uities" by other countries. But it is 
something that I think will just have to 
unfold as we go along, and I do not 
necessarily see it as being a slippery 
slope for anybody. There are lots of 
points where distinctions can be made 
and probably will be made.
Cheney: I think of an exhibition we 
sponsored recently on the art of the 
Yoruba and other examples of African 
art that are in this country. I can 
imagine that tribes in Africa might 
well think that these lovely objects, 
many of which have religious signifi
cance, might be important to the 
ongoing life of their people. So you 
know people are concerned about this, 
that you're making the front door of 
museums into revolving doors.

West: Yes, and I do not think that is 
correct at all. The repatriation policy of 
the museum is constructed very much 
along the lines of existing legislation, 
Public Laws 101-185 and 101-601. 
That's the first fact that you have to 
consider. The other factor that I think 
is important, and about which I feel I 
have some standing to make observa
tions since I am a native American, is 
this: I do not believe native Americans 
have the slightest intention of gutting 
national collections in this country. I 
think that fear is unfounded and that

people who try to play on that fear 
are being both slightly cynical and 
fatuous at the same time. I simply 
don't think the fear is justified. 
Cheney: I understand that everyone 
has good intentions. But, under the 
policies established, could it happen? 
West: No. I don't think it can. I 
really do not have those fears and I 
don't think Congress did when it 
adopted the policy that is implemented 
in its legislation.
Cheney: I just read a novel that came 
out some time ago by Louis Auchin- 
closs called The Golden Calves, a book 
about museums and their deaccession 
policies, their selling of objects that 
have been given to them. Is there any 
provision in your policy or in the law

I do not believe native Americans have 
the slightest intention of gutting 
national collections in this country. 
I think that fear is unfounded . . .

—West
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that if an object is repatriated, it can't 
then be sold?
West: No. That provision is not in the 
law or the policy. I think the Board of 
Trustees' feeling was that we cannot 
have it both ways. If the material is 
determined to belong to the claimant, 
the claimant must be permitted to 
control it.
Cheney: So they could sell it.
West: Under the law, in theory, noth
ing prevents claimants from doing so. 
Again, I think that such conjecture is 
really not very useful because we are 
talking about a category of material 
which is very precious and very dear 
to the claimant to whom it is being 
repatriated. And to assume that the 
first thing that's going to happen is 
that it is going to be back on the art 
market is a proposition that does not 
make much sense to me.
Cheney: But you can understand 
people who worry about this. I do, 
though, subsequently ask these people, 
"If you were successful and you were 
able to attach some proviso to this 
repatriation policy and/or law that 
would prevent the repatriated objects 
from being sold, would you then agree 
not to sell those objects from your own 
collection?" I think that the point of 
Auchincloss's novel was that some 
museums deaccess objects in a way 
that is less than ethical.
West: And puts things back on the 
market. I think that's true.
Cheney: You get some very dear old 
lady to give you a wonderful collec
tion of doilies that happen to be ter
ribly valuable—though this isn't the 
best example I could have chosen— 
and you don't really want them, but 
you want her to give them to you so 
you can sell them and buy the lapis 
lazuli that you're really interested in.
West: Right. I think that does happen, 
probably on both sides.
Cheney: You talk about this new 
museum as being part history and 
part sociology. It's the sociology part 
I don't fully understand.
West: That is simply to say that cul
ture encompasses a wide variety of 
components. It is art; it is history; it is 
sociology; it is all of the many things 
which go to make up culture.

Cheney: Well, you talk about exhibits, 
about current political controversies. 
West: I don't know that I ever used the 
phrase "political controversies." What 
I meant is that politics is part of culture. 
Cheney: Current political controversies. 
West: Yes.
Cheney: And you cited the Mohawk, 
the controversies over gambling 
that have gone on between various 
Mohawk groups.
West: That is politics as part of cul
ture, as far as I'm concerned. In other 
words, at the interface between non
native and native life, a number of fac
tors form culture and determines what 
and how it evolves. I want to be as 
complete in our treatment of culture 
as we possibly can be, and I consider 
culture to be comprised of many 
things, including politics in a broad 
generic sense. That is not to say that 
I am focusing on "political contro
versy" per se.
Cheney: One of the thorniest ques

tions we face at NEH has to do with 
current political controversies. It's 
easier to deal with fifty, hundred, 
thousand-year-old controversies. 
West: Distance helps.
Cheney: For controversies that are 
going on now, we have in our policy 
that there will be a balanced presen
tation of viewpoints or that there will 
be a variety of viewpoints presented so 
that you don't just get one perspective. 
These current issues are more difficult, 
but I take it you're not shying away 
from them nonetheless.
West: I think that we have some obli
gation, as you say, to present multiple 
points of view. I think we all have 
that obligation when we're speaking

to the public about subjects of this 
nature. I also would point out, how
ever, that it is not so much controversy 
in the sense of the juxtaposition, for 
example, of non-native and native 
interests that I am talking about. I'm 
really focusing on the impacts on 
native culture itself that may flow from 
certain kinds of influences. That is a 
little bit different, I think, from the 
phrase "political controversy" as you 
just described it. I am interested in 
the ongoing and dynamic develop
ment of Indian culture, and I'm inter
ested in exploring those factors that 
influence that development and evo
lution. And I think that it is critical, 
since it is a living culture that we're 
talking about, to focus on those in a 
very broad way. That's really what is 
most important to me in terms of pre
senting contemporary Indian culture 
to contemporary audiences at the 
museum.
Cheney: If you were doing an issue 
of contemporary political controversy,

—Cheney

would you have a non-Indian view
point represented?
West: Certainly. But, again, that 
really is not the focus.
Cheney: But there are viewpoints on 
the whole issue of repatriation differ
ent from those usually advanced by 
native Americans. Were a museum 
to put an exhibition up on this issue, 
it seems to me, you'd want to present 
the archaeologists' point of view, too, 
even though the native American view 
might be different.
West: I think that it is very risky to try 
to divide things along artificial lines, 
and I would not want to do that. I do 
not want, for example, to pit race 
against race in addressing a question

There are viewpoints on the whole 

issue of repatriation different from 

those usually advanced by native 

Americans.
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because I do not believe that is the way 
it divides up.
Cheney: I didn't suggest that, but I 
did suggest it divided up between the 
native American viewpoint that's most 
frequently advanced and that of 
archaeologists. In the reading I've 
done, it's the archaeologists that you 
have most worried at this point.

West: Even that is not necessarily true. 
It varies.
Cheney: Depending upon what 
museum they're in and how many 
objects are involved?
West: And who the archaeologists are. 
It is important to bear in mind as one 
talks about repatriation that repatria
tion essentially was a cultural issue 
that became highly politicized. I think 
that it is important to try to depoliticize 
repatriation and place it in a far larger 
context which I think both demystifies 
and depoliticizes repatriation. Repa
triation is a powerful contemporary 
symbol, if you will, of the relationship 
between native American peoples— 
and, for that matter, other indigenous 
peoples— and the museums who hold 
their material. I think if you place it in 
that much broader context, it is helpful, 
because what it means is that we are 
not just talking about the return of 
small parts of collections— national 
collections or other collections— to 
indigenous people such as native 
Americans. We are talking about how 
the relationship between these people 
and the museums is struck in a way 
that can benefit all of us. This whole 
complex of issues opens the door to 
striking a different relationship between 
museums and indigenous communi
ties. In supporting those communi
ties and their contributions to our 
national cultural diversity, we really 
are supporting national cultural life, 
not the limited parochial interests of 
the particular indigenous community. 
That is what's really going on here. 
And that holds the promise of benefits 
for all of us, as far as I'm concerned, not 
just the native American community, 
because the native American commu
nity, like other diverse elements of our 
national cultural life, is part of a cul
tural whole that I think we would 
like to know more about.
Cheney: I come from the land of the

Plains Indians, so I certainly appreci
ate that view.

We go back and forth here. Some
times you say Indian and sometimes 
you say native American. W hat's the 
proper term?
West: I wrote a letter to the Getty 
Foundation this morning on that point.
I think that this distinction is a ques
tion that has always worried non
natives far more than it has worried 
native peoples.
Cheney: Does any native American 
refer to him or herself as a native 
American?
West: Oh, some do.
Cheney: It seems like such an 
awkward formulation.
West: From my standpoint, I am com
fortable with either, although also in 
my view, neither is particularly accu
rate, if you really want to get down to it. 
Cheney: I would guess that you'd 
prefer to be called Cheyenne.
West: Yes, that's right. Indeed, you're 
exactly right. We see ourselves as 
members of particular groups. Of 
course, Cheyenne is sort of a corrupted 
French word meaning "red face." It 
is actually, I believe, a French inter
pretation of a Sioux word that means 
"red people," because Cheyenne 
sometimes painted themselves red. 
Most Indians simply refer to them
selves in their own language as "the 
people." What others have called us, 
unless it is outright pejorative, is of 
less concern to us than it is to non
natives.
Cheney: You grew up in Oklahoma? 
West: I did.
Cheney: On a reservation?
West: No. I grew up in eastern Okla
homa, where my dad was teaching at 
a small private junior college which 
had an enrollment that was primarily 
Indian, about 90 percent, and whose 
particular mission was the education 
of Indians. I am Southern Cheyenne, 
and we are really from western Okla
homa. But my father was teaching in 
eastern Oklahoma while I was 
growing up, and I remained there 
from about the time I was four years 
old until I went away to college.

The house I grew up in, when it was 
first built at Bacone College in the late

1800s, was a house where Indian 
students would come who had never 
lived in a house before. This was, if 
you will, a house which was a transi
tion place for Indians who were com
ing to school and were learning to 
live in ways that were different from 
the ways they lived at home.
Cheney: Have you seen the exhibi
tion at the National Museum of 
American Art called "The West As 
America"?
West: Yes, I have.
Cheney: What do you feel about it? 
It's been very controversial.
West: I take a slightly more dispas
sionate view of it all, I hope. I saw the 
exhibit as discussing a very important 
current issue in art history. As you 
know, art history is going through a 
discussion within that community as 
to how we interpret art. Do we inter
pret art as icons or do we interpret art 
in some kind of broader social context? 
Cheney: Art as sociology?
West: Yes, that's right. That area of 
art history sparks some spirited con
versation. And I thought that as an 
effort to get at that more general ques
tion, it was a very interesting exhibit.
I am not an art historian, and so I don't 
pretend to pass any kind of ultimate 
judgment on that question. Person
ally, as I was walking through the 
museum, I found some of the com
mentary with respect to paintings 
about Indians fascinating in the sense 
that it did reflect the ways in which 
views of Indians changed over time. 
One of the things which is interesting 
to me, as a person who comes out of 
a law background, was to note the 
parallels between the evolution, as I 
saw it, of Indian law and its attitude 
toward Indians, and the evolution of 
Indians as depicted in Western art of 
the period. There were many more 
parallels than I would have suspected, 
and I found it fascinating from that 
standpoint. But that was about the 
only perspective from which I would 
feel myself in a position to judge. 
Cheney: There was one picture that 
had a white settlement in the back
ground and Indians and tepees in the 
foreground. The commentary sug
gested that the painting cast asper
sions on the Indians because their
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tepees were erected in a random pat
tern and the white buildings were in 
an orderly pattern; and I thought to 
myself, any tourist walking in off the 
street and reading this will be com
pletely mystified. The exhibition 
itself needed interpretation.

There was another painting of three 
cowboys riding across the plains and 
the wall label presented them as Jesus 
Christ and two thieves on Calvary. I 
think the average museumgoer might 
well conclude, "Well, if this is Western 
art, I'm never going to understand it— 
therefore, I don't want any part of it."
West: I do not remember the paint
ings you are referring to.
Cheney: I speak the truth. Well, I sup
pose what troubled me most was the 
lack of any sense that there was some
thing heroic about settling the West. 
There was much that was tragic about 
it. But there was another dimension.
West: I agree with that; it is multifac
eted. I think it would certainly be 
hard for an Indian to look at that and 
say that there was not, indeed, a lot of 
tragedy. There were other elements 
which, of course, are components of 
Indian history and American history; 
what I saw as interesting was its effort 
to at least open up the discussion on 
some of those questions. And whether 
each of us individually would have 
approached it in exactly that way is 
something about which reasonable 
people can differ, and I am sure that 
there will continue to be discussion 
about that.
Cheney: My daughter gave me for 
Mother's Day a book of photographs 
of a woman named Evelyn Cameron 
who went to Montana in the late 1890s 
and was there still in the early part of 
the twentieth century. It's clear that 
for some women the movement West 
was absolutely liberating. She would 
have had a much easier life had she not 
gone West, and she had perhaps more 
choices than most pioneer women. 
But the idea of being able to ride horse
back in a split skirt, the idea of being 
able to sweat and test herself physi
cally was so uplifting to her— that's a 
part of the westward movement that 
you don't get when you declare the 
whole thing to be a capitalist plot. 
West: That may very well be. I don't

think it's pure happenstance that— 
wasn't it actually a Wyoming congress
woman who was one of the first to 
argue in favor of women's suffrage?
Cheney: Wyoming was the first state 
that did grant women's suffrage. 
West: It's not pure happenstance,
I think, that some of those elements 
of what we call progressive late nine
teenth and early twentieth century 
political developments or, not just 
political developments b u t . .  . 
Cheney: Social.
West: Social developments were 
definitely in the West. I don't think 
that's pure happenstance.
Cheney: We are coming upon 1992 
and the Columbian Quincentenary.
If the National Museum of the Ameri
can Indian were up and running right 
now, what would you be doing for 
the Columbian Quincentenary?
West: I think there are a number of 
things that we could be doing. Even 
if we don't open our facility in New 
York until sometime in 1993, there will 
still be elements of the quincentenary 
to be reflected upon.

As you might understand, in the 
Indian community the arrival of 
Columbus is not viewed as being a 
cause for unmitigated celebration. It 
is an event in our history which drove 
much of a history that is not all good 
from our standpoint, and we certainly 
can't dodge that. I think that we have 
to accept history for what it was. 
Truth is the best policy in all of this.

What I think is also important, 
though, on the occasion of the quin
centenary, is that we also point out a 
couple of other things. First of all, the 
civilization and cultural development 
which existed here at the time of con
tact needs to be understood sufficiently 
both in terms of its ideas and its mater
ial culture. That's one thing I think 
that is appropriate for the occasion. 
Second, we need to focus on the fact 
that native culture continues to exist 
and to live, even if under difficult cir
cumstances. That, indeed, is a cause 
for celebration on the occasion of the 
quincentenary, to celebrate the cul
tural survival of the native peoples of 
this hemisphere and to document the 
ways in which our culture continues 
to evolve and to develop. Those are

both elements, the occasion of the quin
centenary, which I think deserve com
mentary from the National Museum 
of the American Indian.
Cheney: It seems to me that we cer
tainly should concentrate in this time 
on many of the tragedies that befell 
native America as a result of the. Euro
pean exploration of this continent. At 
the same time, we have to stop short 
of saying the Europeans should have 
stayed home.
West: You cannot change history.
We have to be careful that we do not 
try to remake history into something 
that it was not. The fact is that the 
Europeans did arrive in this hemi
sphere and there are many cultural 
developments—I don't mean just dev
astation, although we cannot ignore 
that because it did happen; it was a 
devastating experience in many ways. 
There are certain orders of cultural 
life that simply vanished forever.

But there is continuing development 
which goes on as a result. James 
Clifford, who is an anthropologist at 
one of the branches of the University 
of California, commented in a book 
that there were other responses which 
were very inventive in nature, and 
that's what we need to get to. I feel 
very comfortable speaking about that 
from my own personal standpoint 
because my father is an Indian artist.
I saw what came out of his art as the 
result of the encounter between tradi
tional native American art and the 
influence and impact of European art. 
And what comes out of that is cul
tural evolution, which is fascinating 
and which is a valuable, valuable as a 
means of documenting the response 
of culture, in this case native Ameri
can culture, to other dynamic impacts. 
Cheney: Many of the scholars who 
are working on the Columbian Quin
centenary project with NEH support 
are also looking at the way in which 
the encounter changed Europeans, the 
kind of artistic flowering that came 
out of this event that not only was 
physically challenging but spiritually 
transforming.
West: I absolutely agree with that, 
and I'm glad that you mention it 
because that is something which really 
has been lost here. The influence did 
go both ways, and you can see it
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going back to Europe, I think, in terms 
of an artistic flowering of sorts that 
was related to things seen with respect 
to native peoples of this hemisphere.

Another subject closer to home 
which has been suggested in terms of 
our own exhibitions, which I would 
love to address sometime, is the 
impact of native American life on the 
cultural life of the frontier—the impact 
that native Americans at the frontier 
had on cultural life even as it began 
to touch them in often adverse ways. 
It is this intercultural dynamism 
which I think is exciting and is cer
tainly a legitimate subject matter of a 
national museum of Indian culture. 
Cheney: What will your opening 
exhibitions be?
West: The National Museum of the 
American Indian actually comprises 
three different facilities. One is a new 
facility in New York that we will be 
moving into, the old U.S. Customs 
House in lower Manhattan, at the 
foot of Broadway. We hope to have 
our own opening exhibitions there in 
1993.

We will have two facilities here in 
Washington—a storage and research 
facility in suburban Maryland, and 
the centerpiece facility, the museum 
on the mall, which will open toward 
the end of this decade.

Needless to say, we are already in 
the process of planning the New York 
exhibitions.

The opening exhibition will have 
three components. The largest is an 
object-based show whose working title 
is "Points of View," with objects ini
tially to be selected by native peoples 
from this hemisphere—from Canada, 
from the United States, from Central 
and South America. They will act in 
the capacity of cocurators and will be 
responsible, as I said, for the initial 
selection of objects. The process then 
provides for responses and commen
tary from our own curators, who are 
mostly non-native at this point, and 
from other commenters, who will be 
both native and non-native. I think 
this approach reflects the sweep of our 
philosophy and of how we are trying 
to open up cultural interpretation.

The second exhibition is one we 
will be bringing from the Heard 
Museum in Phoenix called "Shared

Visions." It is a fine arts retrospective 
of Indian painting and sculpture from 
the late nineteenth and early twenti
eth centuries to today. That is a won
derful way of looking at painting and 
sculpture in the Indian community, 
and seeing the cultural dynamism 
and interconnectedness and influence 
between Europe and the native peo
ples of this hemisphere.
Cheney: If you were one of the co
curators, which three objects would 
you pick?

West: I would probably gravitate 
toward my own materials, which is 
to say Cheyenne materials, simply 
because I know them best. And what 
I would actually pick are things which 
fall into the category of elements of 
our daily life. It could be clothing, 
it could be moccasins. Buffalo robes 
and their decoration are a particular 
fascination of mine.
Cheney: They tell stories.
West: They tell stories; they reveal 
things about our life and our spiritual 
and philosophical outlook. That's why 
they would be fascinating.
Cheney: The buffalo robes and the 
richly beaded moccasins and so on that 
I see in the Plains Indian museums 
seem almost too beautiful for daily life. 
West: I know. We did wear beautiful 
things on a daily basis.
Cheney: Every single day?
West: Every single day. We did not 
always have fully beaded moccasins, 
and there may have been some that 
we thought were for special occasions, 
but, when you're looking at buckskin 
shirts, at buckskin leggings, at mocca
sins, you're looking at things that

were really elements of daily life.
Let me also tell you quickly about the 

third element of our exhibit because it 
also gives you a sense of our direction. 
We are going to pull together ten, or 
about that number, contemporary 
Indian artists. They will include film
makers, writers, playwrights, and 
poets, in addition to painters and 
sculptors. And we are going to ask 
them to select an object, or objects, 
and to respond both individually and 
collectively to those objects.

Cheney: That sounds like a lot of writ
ing on the wall.
West: What do you mean, writing on 
the wall?
Cheney: How will these responses 
take place? It sounds as if you're going 
to have the most amazing labels ever 
seen.
West: No, no. That's why we want all 
kinds of different artists. It may not be 
just writing. The response could be 
film, it could be video, it could be a 
painting, it could be a new sculpture. 
We want to be quite graphic in many 
different ways.
Cheney: I see. So you mean artistic 
responses.
West: What we are trying to do with 
respect to the artistic community is to 
be sure that we also give some sense 
again of the movement of Indian cul
ture, as not being just a static but a 
dynamic phenomenon which contin
ues to evolve. Therefore, we want 
an exhibit that takes past and present 
cultural experience and tries to proj
ect it forward; I think that's a very 
exciting idea. □

This intercultural dynamism is 
exciting and is certainly a legitimate 

subject matter of a national museum  

of Indian culture.
—West
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Michael Gannon, director of the Institute for Early Contact Period Studies at the University of 
Florida, holds a laminated document from an early Spanish site in the Americas.

HRISTOPHER 
Columbus may not 
have been the first 
European or African 
to put a craft in the 
water and, after a 
long voyage, find 

himself upon the continents that came 
to be called the Americas. But he may 
be said to have been the first true over
seas discoverer of the Americas, in 
that he returned to them repeatedly 
and set in motion an unbroken stream 
of contacts between the Old World 
and the New. To Columbus, then, are 
owed the first encounters of which we 
have any record, when European and 
native Americans beheld each other's 
works and pomps, and, as historian 
John Fiske said in the last century, 
there "mingled the two streams of 
human life which flowed from count
less ages apart."

The first encounters brought in their 
wake a sea change in the story of 
humanity, for the Spanish voyages 
inaugurated a new era in world his
tory, setting off a vast array of changes 
— cartographic, cultural, demographic, 
economic, political, and religious. Euro
pean exploitation and settlement of the 
Americas transformed the human and 
natural environments of whole con
tinents, and, as historian William McNeill 
has said, in ways never anticipated or 
intended by any of the participants.

The constancy of the process of 
change has dominated world history

Bartolome de Las Casas's abstracted version of 
the Diario of Columbus, 1530s. Translation 
(below, courtesy of National Geographic 
Society) by Eugene Lyon, director, Spanish 
Florida Research Center at Flagler College.

■  U ntil sunset this day they w ent 
27  leagues.
A fter sunset, he sailed  on his first  
course, to the w est: they w ent 12 
m iles each hour and up to 2 a.m . 
they had gone 90 m iles, w hich are 
22 1/2 leagues. A nd because the 
caravel Pinta was sw ifter and w ent 
ahead o f  the A dm iral it fou n d  land  
and m ade the signals w hich the 
A dm iral had ordered. A sailor nam ed  
R odrigo de Triana first saw  this land, 
although at ten at night the A dm iral, 
being in the sterncastle, saw  light, 
even though it was such a dim  thing  
that he did not w ish to assert that it 
m ight be land.

during the past half-millennium; and 
understandably so, since nothing less 
than tectonic revolution had occurred: 
As University of Texas historian Alfred 
W. Crosby trenchantly put it, Colum
bus and his successors reversed sev
eral score million years of continental 
drift by bringing the continents back 
together again. What a man, repairing 
the ruptures of geologic time. Except 
for the first twenty days of March in
1943 when German U-boats effec
tively severed seaborne communica
tions between the Old World and the 
New, the continents have remained 
joined together to become, in our day, 
parts of a larger global village.

True, there were evils connected to 
this story: the violence of the sword 
and the greater violence of disease. 
The native peoples were faced with 
cultures of higher technologies and 
with major communicable diseases. 
Abuse killed comparatively few native 
Americans compared with the destruc
tion wrought by viruses and germs— 
smallpox, measles, tuberculosis, the 
plague—pathogens unwittingly intro
duced by the Spaniards and the Portu
guese, to which the native people had 
no immunities. Think of it: half the 
population of Florida dead in a ten- 
year span, half the population of Mexico 
lost in a single year. That biological

Michael Gannon is professor o f history at 
the University of Florida and the director 
o f the Institute for Early Contact Period 
Studies.

catastrophe has a claim on our con
science and on our historical memory.

That is why Laurence Towner, long
time head of the Newberry Library 
in Chicago, said: "W e should greet 
1992 not with celebration but with 
cerebration."

The state of Florida is appropriately 
situated to play a role in that cerebra
tion. The peninsula juts southward 
into Columbus's newfound waters, 
where in 1513 it was discovered by 
a companion of the admiral's on his 
second voyage, Juan Ponce de Leon. 
Indeed, it is common among histori
ans and archaeologists to speak of 
sixteenth-century Florida as an inte
gral part of the Circum Caribbean, 
that geographic region that com
prises the greater and lesser Antilles, 
east Yucatan, east Central America, 
the north coasts of Colombia and 
Venezuela, the peninsula of Florida, 
and the chain of Bahama Islands.

Accordingly, researchers at my 
institution, the University of Florida, 
realized that the Columbian Quin
centenary presented a special oppor
tunity to investigate the remains, docu
mentary and archaeological, of the 
first contacts of Europeans and native 
Americans that took place within the 
Circum Caribbean theater. Some of 
our scholars, among them the histo
rian Eugene Lyon and the archaeolo
gist Kathleen Deagan, began working 
on projects related to the descubrimiento

continued on page 31
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C olumbian  

M o sa ic  in  

C o lo n ia l  

A m er ic a
BY  JA M E S A X TE L L

WE MIGHT WELL call 
America a Columbian 
mosaic because it was 
the Italian admiral 
who effectively bound 
together all of the 

world's continents with the shipping 
lanes of one continuous ocean sea. 
When Columbus bumped into Amer
ica en route to Asia after a maritime 
apprenticeship in Europe and Africa, 
he made it likely—indeed, inevitable—  
that the peoples of the world's insular 
continents would no longer live in 
splendid isolation but would soon 
become a single global village, due 
largely to European colonialism, tech
nology, and communications. Although 
he never set foot on the North American 
continent, he was personally responsi
ble for introducing Europeans to Amer
ica and Americans— albeit in chains— 
to Europe. It was left to Nicolas de 
Ovando, his successor as governor of 
the Indies, to introduce African slaves 
in 1502, just as Columbus set sail on his 
fourth and final voyage. The paternity 
of triracial America is not in doubt; 
the only question is, how did the new 
American mosaic of 1790 come about?

James Axtell is the William R. Kenan, Jr., 
Professor of Humanities at the College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, and the author of After Colum
bus: Essays in the Ethnohistory of 
Colonial North America. A new book, 
Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial 
North America, is to be published in 
October 1992 by Oxford University Press.

One short but hardly sweet answer, 
which is increasingly heard as we 
approach 1992, is that Columbus and 
his European successors found a 
"virgin" paradise of innocence and 
harmony and proceeded to rape the 
land, kill the natives, and pillage

Africa to replace the American victims 
of their "genocide." There is, of course, 
some truth to that, but not enough to 
be morally useful or historically truth
ful. If we can take our itchy fingers 
off the trigger of moral outrage for a 
spell, we might be able to view the
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human phase of what is being called 
the Columbian Encounter less as an 
excuse for passing judgment than as a 
vehicle for understanding. For in the 
ideological climate of the 1990s, where 
our collective skin is paper-thin and 
intolerance has been raised to an art

form, we stand in sore need of some 
critical distance from the irreparable 
problems of the past. Instead of pick
ing through the bone heaps of history 
for skeletons to line the closets of our 
current nemeses, we might better cul
tivate a little disinterestedness toward

"Columbus, arriving in the Indies for the first 
time, is received by the inhabitants with great 
gifts." Theodor de Bry, Americae pars 
quarta, 1594.

both the failings and successes of our 
predecessors in hopes of taking cour
age and counsels of prudence from 
their struggles and solutions. Since 
their circumstances— their field of 
experiences, opportunities, and limita
tions— are never the same as ours, we 
cannot draw universal laws from their 
example, good or ill. We can only try 
to emulate their good example and to 
avoid their worst mistakes by paying 
close attention to the historical circum
stances in which they acted, by recog
nizing that their time is not our time, 
and that we must be equally alert to 
the complexity and uniqueness of our 
own circumstances as we strive to 
thread a moral path through the pre
sent. Perhaps then we can recognize 
that the social mosaic of the 1990s is 
the lineal descendant of the 1790s, and 
that, although in one sense we cannot 
change the facts of history, we can, 
through a critical and disinterested 
examination of its causes, suggest a 
few ways to improve the personal and 
group relations we continue to fashion 
in the modern American mosaic.

A test of our moral mettle and 
patience arises as soon as we begin to 
discuss the influx of Europeans or 
"white" people into monochromatic 
Indian America. On the simplest level, 
what do we call the process and the 
participants? Since all language is 
loaded with value judgments, it makes 
quite a difference whether we refer to 
the process as colonization, imperialism, 
settlement, emigration, or invasion. By 
the same token, were the newcomers 
imperialists, conquistadors, invaders, tres
passers, and killers, or were they, on 
balance, only Europeans, whites, colon
ists, strangers, and settlers? If modern 
Indians ought to have their wishes 
respected as to the generic names by 
which historians refer to their native 
ancestors, surely the descendants of 
European colonists should be accorded 
the same courtesy (recognizing, of 
course, that there may be stylistic or 
other reasons for not fully granting 
either group's wishes). It has been 
one of the cardinal rules of the histori
cal canon— one I see no reason to lay 
aside— that the parties of the past 
deserve equal treatment from histor
ians— equal respect and empathy but 
also equal criticism and justice. As
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judge, jury, prosecutor, and counsel 
for the defense of people who can no 
longer testify on their own behalf, 
the historian cannot be any less than 
impartial in his or her judicial review 
of the past. For that reason, I suggest, 
we should avoid language that is 
inflammatory or prejudicial to any 
historical person or party, which is not 
to say that, once we have proven our 
case, we may not call a spade a spade, 
an imperialist tool, or a killer of inno
cent worms. If we have presented the 
pertinent evidence on all sides of the 
issue with fairness and accuracy, our 
audience can make up their own minds 
about the judiciousness of our verdicts.

HOW, THEN, DID the face of 
America become so blanched 
when only three hundred 

years earlier it had been uniformly 
brown? The short answer is that Euro
peans emigrated in great numbers to 
the Americas and, when they got there, 
reproduced themselves with unprec
edented success. But a somewhat 
fuller explanation must take account 
of regional and national variations.

The first emigrants, of course, were 
Spanish, not merely the infamous con
quistadors, whose bloody feats greatly 
belied their small numbers, but Cath
olic priests and missionaries, paper- 
pushing clerks and officials who 
manned the far-flung bureaucracy of 
empire, and ordinary settlers: peasants, 
artisans, merchants, and not a few 
hidalgos, largely from the cities and 
towns of central and southwestern 
Spain. Since permission to emigrate 
was royally regulated, "undesirables" 
such as Moors, Jews, gypsies, and 
those condemned by the Inquisition 
reached the New World only in small, 
furtive numbers. In the sixteenth cen
tury perhaps 240,000 Spaniards slipped 
into American ports. They were 
joined by 450,000 in the next century. 
The great majority was young men; 
only in the late sixteenth century did 
the proportion of women reach one- 
third. This meant that many men 
had to marry, or at least cohabit with, 
Indian women, which in turn gave 
rise to a large mestizo or mixed popu
lation. The relative unhealthiness of 
Latin America's subtropical islands 
and coasts also contributed to a slow 
and modest increase in Spanish popu
lation. When the mature population 
finally doubled by 1628, it had taken 
more than fifty years, and only half

the increase was due to biology; the 
other half was contributed by emi
grants from home.

In sharp contrast to the Spanish were 
the French in Canada, which Voltaire 
dismissed as "a few acres of snow."
In a century and a half, Mother France 
sent only 15,000 emigrants to the Lau- 
rentian colony, the majority of them 
against their will. Only five hundred 
paid their own way, many of them 
merchants eager to cash in on the fur 
and import trade. The rest were reluc
tant engages (indentured servants), 
soldiers, convicts (primarily salt smug
glers), and filles du roi or "King's girls," 
sent to supply the colony's super
abundant, shorthanded, and lonely 
bachelors with wives. Not until 1710 
were the Canadian genders balanced. 
But even in the seventeenth century, 
Canadiennes married young and pro
duced often, doubling the population 
at least every thirty years. Fortunately 
for their Indian hosts and English 
neighbors, this high rate of natural 
increase was wasted on a minuscule 
base population. When Wolfe climbed 
to the Plains of Abraham in 1759, New 
France had fewer than 70,000 French
men, a deficit of colonial population 
on the order of thirty-two to one.

The biggest source of white faces in 
North America was Great Britain. In 
the seventeenth century she sent more 
than 150,000 of her sons and daugh
ters to the mainland colonies and at 
least 350,000 more in the next. In 1690, 
white people numbered around 
194,000; a hundred years later they 
teemed at three million-plus. Emigra
tion obviously accounted for some of 
this astounding growth. In the eigh
teenth century, 150,000 Scotch-Irish,
100.000 Germans (many of them 
"redemptioners" from the Palatinate),
50.000 British convicts, and 2,000 to
3.000 Sephardic Jews made their way 
to English lands of opportunity. But 
the proliferation of pale faces was 
predominantly a function of natural 
increase by which the colonial popu
lation doubled every twenty-five years, 
at that time the highest rate of increase 
known to demographers. After an 
initial period of so-called "gate mortal
ity," when food shortages, new dis
eases, and climatic "seasoning" might 
exact a high toll, white couples in most 
of the English colonies began to pro
duce an average of four children who 
lived to become parents themselves.

The reasons for their success were

mainly two: In the words of Ben 
Franklin, "marriages in America are 
more general, and more generally 
early, than in Europe." Colonial 
women married at the age of twenty- 
one or twenty-two, about four or five 
years sooner than their European sis
ters, and they remarried quickly if 
their helpmates died, both in part 
because men tended to outnumber 
women. When their children were 
born (at the normal European rate), 
fewer died in infancy and childhood 
(before the ages of one and ten, 
respectively), and fewer mothers died 
in childbed. Women continued to 
have babies every two years, in the 
absence of Catholic prohibitions (as 
in Latin America and Canada) and 
birth control. But American mothers 
were healthier and lived longer than 
European mothers, thanks to sparser 
settlements, larger farms, more fertile 
land, fuller larders of nutritious food, 
and less virulent diseases. They there
fore produced larger, taller, and health
ier families, who in turn did the same.

The results of all this fecundity were 
impressive to imperial administrators, 
catastrophic for the Indians. The Pow- 
hatans of Virginia couldn't have been 
too alarmed by the initial wave of 
English settlers and soldiers because 
80 percent of them died of their own 
ineptitude and disease. But by 1640 the 
pale-faced population had recovered 
from the deadly uprising of 1622 to 
reach some 10,000, largely through 
persistent supplies from England. By 
1680 the contest for the colony had 
been decisively won by the tobacco- 
planting English, who now outnum
bered the natives twenty to one.

Massachusetts, the other pole of 
archetypal Anglo-America, grew even 
faster. From only 9,000 Puritans in 
1640, the commonwealth of the cod 
grew to 150,000 within a century; 
Boston alone housed more than 15,000 
people. But the fastest growing region, 
both by emigration and nature, was 
eighteenth-century Pennsylvania. 
Between 1690 and 1790, "the best poor 
man's country" (as its fans liked to 
describe it) saw its white population 
increase thirty-eight-fold. On the eve 
of independence, Philadelphia was the 
largest and most diverse city in North 
America, filled with religious denom
inations, ethnic groups, and social 
strata of every imaginable stripe. The 
Iroquois and Delaware chiefs who 
came to be wooed to neutrality or the
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rebel cause in the imminent war can
not have failed to be daunted by its
25,000 crowded inhabitants.

Y ET NUMBERS ALONE do not 
allow us to draw a moral bead 
on the early American story. 

We must not only know how many 
Europeans emigrated to— or invaded 
—Indian America but why. For with
out an understanding of their motives, 
we cannot treat them as moral agents 
with choices to make nor hold them 
accountable for the foreseen and fore
seeable consequences of their actions. 
The one thing we can be sure of is 
that they came for a wide and usually 
mixed variety of reasons. At the 
beginning of the "Great Migration" to 
Massachusetts, even a Puritan pro
moter harbored no illusions about the

Indian in Body Paint, by 
John White, 1585. A Caro
lina Algonquian arrayed in 
paint and ornaments for a 
special occasion. The six-foot 
bow and rush quiver are 
typical of eastern Indians.

exclusivity or purity of 
the migrants' motives. 
"As it were absurd to 
conceive they have all 
one motive," wrote John 
White in the The Planter's 
Plea, "so were it more 
ridiculous to imagine 
they have all one scope 
. . . .  It may be private 
interests may prevail 
with some. One brother 
may draw over another, 
a son the father, and 
perhaps some man his
inward acquaintance-----
Necessity may press 
some, novelty draw on 
others, hopes of gain in 
time to come may pre
vail with a third sort."

For many but by no 
means all settlers of 
New England, religion 
played a key role in their 
decision to uproot their 
families and move to 
America. But religious 
motives did not always 
guarantee health, sover
eignty, or well-being of 
the American natives. 
Believers who wished 
simply to practice their 
own faiths without per

secution, real or imagined, may be let 
off the hook, unless, of course, like 
the Puritans, their own intolerance 
and desire for a state monopoly led 
them to proscribe the natives' worship 
of their own gods. On the other hand, 
French nuns and missionaries were 
sent to Canada by visions of trans
forming the "pagan" wilderness into 
a New Jerusalem, where nomadic 
native souls "washed white in the 
blood of the lamb" would join good 
French Catholics to form "one people." 
New England missionaries not only 
reduced the native land-base by reset
tling the Indians in smaller, anglicized 
"praying towns" but inadvertently 
increased their neophytes' risk of 
contagious disease. In other words, 
good intentions alone are not sufficient 
to exempt historical actors from criti

cism, and history, unlike the law, has 
no statute of limitation.

Other motives are equally hard to 
condemn wholesale. Can we blame 
ordinary European farmers, craftsmen, 
and merchants for wanting to forge 
a better life for their families, even 
if they wound up on land that once 
belonged to America's native inhabit
ants? The vast majority of immigrants 
hardly, if ever, saw the original own
ers, much less cheated or forced them 
from their land. Even male freehold
ers seldom knew about the backroom 
chicanery of their elected representa
tives who speculated with ill-gotten 
Indian lands. Much less could the 
voters control the machinations of 
imperial officials and army officers who 
wheeled and dealed for the same sort 
of native property. If we blame ordi
nary colonists for wanting lower taxes, 
less crowding, more land, higher wages, 
healthier climates, more and better 
food, and family harmony, we will 
have to include ourselves in the blame 
— and most of the human race, for that 
matter. Collective guilt of such magni
tude doesn't seem very productive.

On the other hand, immigrants were 
not only drawn to America but pushed 
out of Europe. Many shipped out 
because they were trying to run away 
from something: death sentences, 
debtor's sergeants. We may have 
little sympathy for those who chose to 
evade their civil responsibilities and 
the law, but what about the scrupu
lous avoiders of sin and immorality, 
who ran from drinking, gambling, and 
wanton women as if from the plague? 
Should we cut no slack for henpecked 
husbands who fled from shrews and 
harridans, or young women who 
could not wait an extra four or five 
years to marry and start a family? 
How hardened do we have to become 
to withhold our empathy from young 
servants who escaped abusive masters 
or young lovers kept apart by flinty 
or tightfisted patriarchs?

If we want to take a hardnosed 
stance on the spoiling, illegitimate, or 
immoral character of white immigra
tion, we would do better to focus on 
those who came solely to highjack 
America's wealth to Europe, often with 
the help, witting or unwitting, of its 
native owners and trustees, or those 
who carried war and destruction to 
Indian country, directly or indirectly 
in pursuit of geopolitical objectives of 
a European sort. Obviously it is easier
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to pillory the designers, and to some 
extent the agents, of military and eco
nomic imperialism than it is the run- 
of-the-mill emigrant who carried no 
conscious intent to defraud, harm, or 
dispossess anyone. Oppressive Span
ish mine owners, freebooting pirates, 
absentee owners of West Indian sugar 
plantations, and fork-tongued traders 
who swindled Indians of their furs and 
skins with watered rum and false 
measures undoubtedly deserve our 
censure, mostly because they contra
vened the moral standards of their own 
day, less, perhaps, because those stan
dards resemble our own.

At the same time, we should recog
nize that to condemn every aggressive 
military, religious, or economic action 
in the past is to question some of the 
fundaments of Western society, past 
and present. If everything associated 
with mercantilism, capitalism, evan
gelical religion, and armed force is 
beyond the moral pale, we may find it 
difficult, if not impossible, to approach 
our past— or the histories of most of 
the world's cultures—with the req
uisite empathy, understanding, and 
disinterestedness.

ANOTHER TOPIC that requires 
an abundance of all three qual
ities but allows ample room 

for moral judgment is slavery. Nine
teen percent of the population of the 
new United States was black, the 
result of a legal, culturally sanctioned, 
but heinous trade in African slaves. 
The slave trade was already ancient 
by the time America was brought into 
the European orbit in 1492. But the 
discovery of gold, the development of 
sugar plantations, and the founding 
of cities in Spanish and Portuguese 
America created a vast new market for 
the human chattels brought from the 
African interior by rival African kings, 
merchants, and war chiefs.

Before independence, the Spanish 
alone transported 1.5 million blacks to 
their colonies, perhaps 200,000 before 
1650. In the Caribbean the blacks 
replaced Indian laborers who had died 
in massive numbers from oppression, 
dislocation, and imported diseases. By 
the seventeenth century, the native 
populations of Mexico and coastal Peru 
were also seriously depleted, so black 
slaves were substituted as panners of 
gold (they died too easily in the damp 
of the mines), cutters of sugar cane, 
sailors, shipwrights, and particularly

domestic servants in urban house
holds. They did their work so well 
that by the eighteenth century the 
majority of blacks were free, espe
cially the women and children of the 
cities who were manumitted by their 
owners at death or by purchase.

In Canada the French preferred 
Indian slaves from the eastern Plains 
and Great Lakes called panis (after the 
Pawnees of modern-day Nebraska).
In 125 years they imported only 1,132 
Africans (fewer than ten a year), mostly 
as household servants in Quebec and 
Montreal. Since they were expensive 
and relatively rare, their lot was not 
onerous and, contrary to expectations, 
they adjusted to Canadian winters 
with little difficulty.

But their brethren in French Louisi
ana had a much harder row to hoe, 
to judge from the mortality rates. 
Between 1719 and 1735, royal and com
pany administrators imported some
7,000 Africans, mostly "Bambaras," 
or acculturated slave soldiers, from 
Senegal. Yet in 1735 only 3,400 
remained to be counted. The same loss 
of life must have occurred during the 
next fifty years: More than 20,000 
arrived, but the black population in 
1785 was only 16,500. Even immigra
tion could not keep pace with Louisi
ana's morbid climate and the physical 
demands of plantation labor. The 
English demand for black labor grew 
much more slowly than did the Span
ish, largely because the supply of 
indentured servants from the British 
Isles was adequate until the late seven
teenth century. With the renewal of 
tobacco prices in Europe and the 
development of rice culture in South 
Carolina, however, English planters 
in the tidewater and the piedmont 
alike had a need for hands that could 
not be fully met with white workmen, 
who in any event often proved trouble
some to the colonial elite upon gaining 
their freedom. So the planter turned 
primarily to "seasoned" slaves from 
the West Indies to fill the gap. Thanks 
to an increase in the African traffic in 
colonial and British bottoms, the price 
of a strong male slave remained a bar
gain when amortized over a lifetime. 
But after 1720, demand for accultur
ated West Indian slaves outstripped 
the supply and 80 percent of the slaves 
for English plantations came directly 
from Africa.

Black talent and energy were never 
equally distributed in time or space.

In 1690, for example, both Maryland 
and Connecticut had white popula
tions of 21,000, but the New England 
colony had only 200 blacks to Mary
land's nearly 2,200. Overall, the 
English mainland colonies could count 
fewer than 17,000 blacks, or 8 percent 
of the intrusive population. A hun
dred years later, more than three- 
quarters of a million blacks had moved 
into Indian America with their white 
masters.

After 1680 the proliferation of black 
faces was especially noticeable in the 
South from the Chesapeake to South 
Carolina. In 1680, Virginia was only 
7 percent black, by 1720, 30 percent. 
The proportion of blacks in South 
Carolina went from 17 to 70 percent 
in the same forty years, making it the 
only mainland colony with a black 
majority. And that was just the begin
ning: Between 1730 and 1770, Anglo- 
America imported between 4,000 
and 7,000 Africans a year. Strangely 
enough, even this influx did not 
amount to much on an international 
scale: Only 4.5 percent of the 10 million 
slaves who survived capture and hor
rendous "middle passage" to the New 
World were landed in the English main
land colonies. The vast majority went 
to the Caribbean, where their chances 
for living long were very slim, and to 
Latin America, where they were some
what better. Although the condition 
of perpetual bondage was never easy, 
life on English farms and plantations 
—for economic more than humanitar
ian reasons— was tolerable enough to 
allow the black population to increase 
naturally as well as by constant infu
sions of new or "outlandish" Africans.

DESPITE THE UNINVITED 
presence of some four million 
Europeans and Africans, it 

could be argued—and was — that 
America in 1790 had plenty of elbow 
room for natives and strangers. Even 
if the natives had been at full, pre- 
Columbian strength, some said, a 
slight change in their economy would 
have freed up enough land for all the 
newcomers without any noticeable 
pinch. By giving up the wild, nomadic 
life of the hunter for the taming, seden
tary life of the farmer, the Indians (by 
which was meant male Indians) would 
require only a fraction of their former 
real estate and could be happy to swap 
the residue to their white neighbors 
for the more valuable blessings of
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civilization, such as Christianity, short 
hair, and long pants. And if for some 
perverse reason they did not like the 
sound of foreign neighbors, they could 
always move west, beyond the Missis
sippi where the white man would 
never think of moving.

But of course the natives were not 
at full strength in 1790, and their room 
for maneuvering was greatly circum
scribed by nearly three hundred years 
of cultural crowding and numerical 
decline. In the South, where they were 
at their strongest, they had suffered a 
72 percent drop in population since

1685, while the white settlers had mul
tiplied twenty-one times and the blacks 
nearly eighteen. The hardest hit were 
natives of eastern South Carolina, who 
went from 10,000 to 300 in a century, 
a loss of 97 percent. The Natchez and 
other Indians of the lower Mississippi 
were not far behind at 90 percent: With 
a count of 4,000 they were actually 
experiencing a slight rebound from a 
nadir of 3,600 in 1760, but they had 
irretrievably lost 38,000 relatives since 
the seventeenth century. The Choc- 
taws and Chickasaws, who had been 
able to play off the Louisiana French

Indian Village of Secoton. Engraving by 
Theodor de Bry after a drawing by John 
White. Various aspects of Indian life are 
pictured, including the growing of tobacco 
and sunflowers.

and the Carolina English before 1763, 
had lost only half their people, but 
the Cherokees, located closer to the 
English colonies, suffered a 75 percent 
decline. The story in New England, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia was no 
different: Everywhere, the original 
owners of the thirteen colonies had 
been reduced to a fragile fraction of 
their former selves and an even smaller 
minority of the states' new citizens. 
How had this come about?

CONTEMPORARIES WHO 
wishfully asserted that eastern 
America was big enough for 

everyone made one large, erroneous 
assumption about the Indian economy: 
They assumed that the natives were 
primarily hunters who chased wild 
game over the whole map. In fact, the 
Indians in the huge area claimed by 
the kings of England subsisted pri
marily on vegetables— corn, beans, 
and squash—cultivated by the women 
in the most fertile soils available. 
Among these three-season fields they 
lived in semipermanent towns and 
villages ranging from several hundred 
to a couple of thousand inhabitants. 
Although the women provided 50 to 
75 percent of the annual diet, native 
men did have to range far and wide 
for the rest. Until the men could be 
persuaded by white reason or neces
sity to obtain their protein from 
domestic cattle and pigs rather than 
fish and game, the natives were forced 
to guard their extensive hunting and 
fishing grounds as jealously as they 
defended their villages and fields.

The advent of European farmers in 
search of those same cleared and fer
tile fields put them on a predestined 
collision course with the Indians. Ini
tially, there was no question of sharing 
the best soils because in most areas the 
native population pressed hard against 
the carrying capacity of the environ
ment and fully occupied most of the 
prime farmland. The issue that was 
to be decided over the next three cen
turies was whether one intrusive group 
of farmers (and land speculators) 
would replace another, indigenous 
group of farmers. How this was in fact 
done varied from colony to colony.
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But in general the English (and their 
reluctant black helpers) prevailed by 
out-reproducing the natives and caus
ing their precipitous decline as inde
pendent people.

THE INDIANS COULD NOT 
reproduce themselves because 
their mortality rates far out

stripped their birth rates. The single 
greatest cause of native deaths was 
epidemic diseases imported from 
Europe without malice aforethought. 
In the so-called "virgin soil" popula
tions of the Americas, European afflic
tions such as smallpox, typhus, diph
theria, measles, mumps, and whoop
ing cough— many of the childhood 
diseases— turned into adult killers 
because the natives had acquired no 
immunities to them. Ignorant of their 
causes, the Indians treated them like 
familiar ailments by immersing 
patients in a sweatlodge and then into 
the nearest body of cold water. If this 
did not kill them, lack of fire, water, 
and elementary nursing usually did, 
because in the absence of quarantine, 
virtually everyone contracted the 
disease at the same time. In a ship- 
borne plague of 1616, for example, the 
natives of coastal New England "died 
on heapes, as they lay in their houses." 
"The livinge being. . .  not able to bury 
the dead, they were left for Crowes, 
Kites, and vermin to prey upon." One 
of the earliest English settlers com
pared the bone-strewn landscape to 
"a new found Golgotha." And that 
was before either Pilgrim or Puritan 
stepped off the boat.

Throughout the colonies from the 
beginning of contact, Old World path
ogens served as the shock troops of 
the European invasion, softening up 
the enemy before the battalions of 
busy farmers waded ashore. From the 
English standpoint, these were "pre
parative Stroakes" of divine providence. 
As a South Carolina governor put it so 
succinctly, "the Hand of God was emi
nently seen in thinning the Indians, to 
make room for the English." And thin 
them H e— or the diseases— did.

Smallpox was the worst scourge.
In 1699 it swept away a whole nation 
in coastal South Carolina, "all [but] 5 
or 6 which ran away and left their 
dead unburied, lying upon the ground 
for the vultures to devour." Forty 
years later the Cherokees were cut in 
half by a contagion "conveyed into 
Charlestown by the Guineamen," as

James Adair called African slaves, 
"and soon after among them, by . . . .  
infected goods" carried on pack train 
by English traders. The Cherokee 
medicine men attributed the epidemic 
to a polluting outbreak of "unlawful 
copulation" by young marrieds who 
"violated their ancient laws of mar
riage . . .  in the night dews." Many 
of those who survived the onslaught 
killed themselves, not out of shame 
for their sacrilegious actions, but 
because they literally could not bear to 
live with the pockmarked faces they 
saw in their recently traded hand 
mirrors.

The second major horseman of the 
Indian apocalypse was war and the 
dislocation, starvation, and exposure 
that accompanied it. Most of the 
Anglo-Indian wars were named after 
the Indians involved: the Powhatan 
Uprising— or Massacre— of 1622, the 
Pequot War of 1637, King Philip's War 
of 1675 (named for the Wanpanoage 
chief Metacomet, who was dubbed 
King Philip by the English), the Tus- 
carora War of 1711, the Yamasee War 
of 1715, the French and Indian War 
of 1754-63, and Pontiac's Rebellion 
of 1763. This should not surprise us 
because the victors have always writ
ten the histories and blamed the losers 
for instigating war in the first place. 
But in every so-called "Indian" war 
in colonial America, the warring 
Indians invariably reacted to European 
provocations, usurpations, or dese
crations, arrogations much more 
specific and serious than mere tres
passing on Indian soil. Because they 
were quickly outnumbered by the 
prolific and technologically superior 
newcomers, each warring tribe or 
confederacy had to have their collec
tive back to the wall or their stoical 
patience exhausted before they would 
risk armed conflict.

Their caution and forbearance were 
well placed, for once the aggressing 
colonists felt the sting of attack, they 
became in their own minds aggrieved 
victims with holy vengeance for their 
cause. Their retaliations were usually 
savage, if not particularly swift: Their 
lack of defensive preparation was pred
icated on their disbelief that anyone 
could doubt their innocence. So the 
Indians suffered doubly. To take but 
one example, of some 11,600 natives 
in southern New England in 1675, King 
Philip's War claimed almost 7,900 vic
tims, or 68 percent of the belligerent

population, in little more than a year: 
Perhaps 1,250 died in battle, 625 later 
died of wounds, 3,000 succumbed to 
exposure and disease, 1,000 were sold 
as slaves and transported out of the 
country, and 2,000 became permanent 
refugees from their native land.

In every English colony, native peo
ple found themselves regarded as 
environmental impediments to colon
ial "improvement," not unlike awk
wardly placed swamps or indiscrimi- 
nating wolves. If the crowding of the 
English did not kill them through war 
or contagion, the colonists developed 
an arsenal of tactics to wrest the land 
from them or to dispirit them enough 
to move "voluntarily." One way was 
to incite "civil" war between rival 
tribes and to reward one side for pro
ducing Indian slaves, who were then 
sold to the West Indies, often for more 
biddable black slaves. Another was 
to play on the reasonable native regard 
for European trade goods, particularly 
cloth, metal tools, guns, and alcohol. 
By extending credit, the English traders 
got the Indians into deep debt, which 
could not be settled without selling 
real estate or hunting the local fur- 
bearing fauna to oblivion.

But for effortless cunning, the third 
ploy took the cake. English farmers 
simply released their corn-loving cattle 
and swine into the natives' unfenced 
fields. The Indian plea on this score 
to the Maryland legislature in 1666 
speaks eloquently for the plight of 
most coastal Algonquians in the seven
teenth century. "Your hogs and Cattle 
injure Us, You come too near Us to 
live & drive Us from place to place," 
Mattagund complained matter-of- 
factly. "W e can fly no farther; let us 
know where to live & how to be 
secured for the future from the Hogs 
& Cattle."

But of course the honorable assem
blymen of Maryland had nothing to 
say. Like their successors in the 
national Congress of 1790, they sat on 
their hands as Indian America was 
slowly but inexorably transmuted into 
a lopsided mosaic— predominantly 
white and significantly black, with 
only a fading margin and a few shrink
ing islands of native brown. □

James Axtell's study of "The Confluence 
o f Cultures in Colonial North America" 
has been supported by a $30,000 grant 
and a $750 travel grant from the Divi
sion o f Fellowships and Seminars.
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Woodcut from Ferrante Imperato's Dell'historia naturale, 1599, depicting the private collection oflmperato, a Neapolitan pharmacist and naturalist.

T he A ge of the M arvelous

W HEN COLUMBUS SAILED 
the ocean blue, the earth, 
as Europeans knew it, was 

still the center of the universe, and 
Europe was still Christendom—the 
site of God's rule on earth. As a new 
world view gradually superseded 
these long-held assumptions during 
the next two centuries, a lively curios
ity about the newfound cultural and 
natural diversity of the earth swept 
through Europe—a fascination with 
things or events that were unusual, 
unexpected, exotic, extraordinary, 
or rare, whether they came from the

Robin Latham is a freelance writer in the 
Washington, D.C., area.

BY ROBIN LATHAM

earth's remote corners or were found 
or made locally.

Scholars have noted several reasons 
for this phenomenon: the Renaissance 
interest in ancient texts that com
mented on natural and artificial mar
vels or wondrous effects, such as Pliny's 
Natural History, Ovid's Metamorphoses, 
and Aristotle's Rhetoric and Poetics; 
the revelations and products of science 
and technology during the period; and 
the Catholic church's sensational 
claims to have incontrovertible proof 
of the Christian miracles.

Most important, however, was the 
discovery and exploration of new 
lands. Following Columbus's contact, 
trade with the New World and with

distant ports elsewhere accelerated 
rapidly and resulted in a tremendous 
influx to Europe of exotic objects, both 
natural and manmade. Columbus, 
Magellan, Vespucci, and other explor
ers brought back unknown plants, ani
mals, cultural artifacts, and strange 
peoples that held Europeans in thrall. 
As Europeans collected more exotica 
from lands around the world, crafted 
their own artistic novelties, and 
invented extraordinary technical 
devices, public taste for the marvelous 
grew apace and prompted further 
enthusiasm for the uncommon.

Examining this phenomenon is 
"The Age of the Marvelous," an NEH- 
supported exhibition that opens
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(Top right) The Veil of Veronica, by 
Domenico Fetti, ca. 1615. A legend says that 
Veronica wiped the sweat from Christ's face 
as he carried the cross to Calvary. The piece 
of linen miraculously imprinted with the 
portrait inspired many paintings.

(Bottom right) Nautilus Shell as a Snail, 
by Jeremias Ritter, ca. 1630.

September 21 at Dartmouth's Hood 
Museum of Art and travels to three 
other art museums in 1992. It will 
enable visitors to examine the passion 
for the new and unusual that perme
ated Europe during the Renaissance 
and baroque periods, see the marvels 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen
turies, and feel something of the awe 
that the objects evoked.

"Exotica and wonders from this 
period are included in many exhibitions 
in other places," says Joy Kenseth, pro
fessor of art history at Dartmouth Col
lege and curator of the exhibition. "But 
we are trying to show the interest in 
the marvelous as a widespread cultural 
phenomenon across many fields, includ
ing the sciences, arts, and religion."

What was a marvel exactly? Ken
seth's criteria are derived from many 
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century 
sources. "It's surprisingly well docu
mented," she says, "in literary dis
courses, guidebooks, travel diaries, and 
histories of the lives of contemporary 
artists." The "marvelous," she says, 
fell into three categories: the natural, 
the artificial, and the supernatural.

Natural items that excited wonder 
included fossils, dinosaur bones (which 
were thought to be giants' bones), the 
Seychelles coconut, the nautilus shell, 
crocodiles, peacocks, passionflowers, 
mandrake roots, ostrich eggs, and other 
species of flora and fauna. Dwarfs, 
freaks, and other human anomalies, 
sometimes viewed as nature's mis
takes, were more often regarded, like 
geniuses, as products of God's divine 
wisdom.

Artificial, or manmade, wonders 
were also varied. They included carv
ings on nut shells, finely wrought 
objects in ivory and metal, painting 
and sculpture, architecture, theatrical 
machinery such as the revolving stage, 
fountain displays and topiary art in 
extensive gardens, pyrotechnic exhibi
tions, and the telescope and micro
scope. These latter had a strong impact 
on the way scientists of the day— 
Boyle, Galileo, Kepler, and Newton—
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understood size and distance. What 
had once been tiny could now be enor
mous, the faraway could be brought 
up close. The concepts of large and 
small, near and far, real and unreal 
became relative.

Supernatural marvels demonstrated 
that God's appearance on earth was 
the most exalted marvel of all. "The 
idea of the marvelous can only be 
understood within a Christian con
text," says Kenseth. "All marvels were 
seen as manifestations of God's pres
ence on earth whether natural or made 
by the hand of man in accordance 
with God's will."

Accordingly, the Catholic church 
had a prominent role in promoting 
and encouraging the cult of the mar
velous. "In the period following the 
Council of Trent," Kenseth says, "the 
church sought to combat Protestantism 
by proving the miracles of the post- 
biblical period, that is, the miracles 
that had been denied by the Protes
tants. The church did this through art 
that depicted the visions and ecstacies 
of the saints and that represented holy 
relics." An example is a painting of the

veil of Saint Veronica, which bore the 
supernaturally imprinted image of 
Christ. "Representation of these relics 
were in themselves marvels, since they 
created the illusion that the holy relic 
was palpably present to the beholder."

In their quest for universal knowledge, 
Renaissance humanists turned to 
collecting oddities, rarities, and exotica as 
signs of God's ways in the world. This 
stimulated scientific studies and trade, 
which in turn expanded the circle of 
collectors from rulers and wealthy 
patrons to include educated middle-class 
professionals and merchants.

For many, having a collection of 
curiosities became a status symbol. 
Others collected for different reasons. 
English philosopher Francis Bacon 
viewed ownership of a collection as 
an essential component of a learned 
gentleman's cultural apparatus. In 
addition to "a most perfect and general 
library," he believed that a learned 
man should own a collection of "what
soever the hand of man by exquisite 
art or engine has made rare in stuff, 
form, or motion; whatsoever singular
ity, chance, and the shuffle of things

(Left) Allegory of Summer, by Guiseppe 
Arcimboldo, 1572. Arcimboldo painted a 
number of these allegories, which use natural 
objects to create a human figure. (Right) 
Observatory of Tycho Brahe, an engraving 
from Geographia maior, volume 1, by Joan 
Blaeu, 1662. Brahe (1546-1601) was a 
Danish astronomer.

hath produced; and whatsoever 
Nature has wrought in things that 
want life and may be kept"— in brief, 
a sampling of the world's natural and 
manmade wonders.

Others collected to entertain and to 
amaze. Lorenz Hoffman (d. 1630), a 
doctor of medicine in Halle, Germany, 
displayed an armband made of elk's 
hooves, rings fashioned from rhinoc
eros horn, paintings by Durer and 
Cranach, pictures of Martin Luther as 
a monk and as a corpse, and two dozen 
miniature spoons hidden in a cherry 
stone. The Veronese Lodovico Mos- 
cardo could boast of mummies, rare 
musical instruments, giants' teeth, 
and magical stones in his collection.

Still others sought to advance scho
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larly and scientific study of the physi
cal world. Natural scientists built or 
sought out collections including strange 
ethnographic items, objects from the 
Americas or other foreign lands, mon
strous animals, bizarre geological 
specimens, and plants with unusual 
properties. By studying examples of 
"nature erring," it was believed that 
one could uncover her hidden secrets.

These collections, variously known 
as wonder rooms, cabinets of curiosi
ties, or Kunst-und-Wunderkammern, 
were the precursors of modern muse
ums. If they seem to be odd and illog
ical assemblages by modern standards, 
that's because of the contemporary 
aspiration to encompass universal 
knowledge, Kenseth says. Objects 
were thought to mirror the four ele
ments— earth, air, fire, and water— 
and were arranged according to mater
ials. Thus an American Indian head
dress made of feathers might appear 
next to a mounted bird, and a rock- 
crystal ewer in the shape of a dragon 
might appear among quartz crystals 
and other mineral specimens.

The "Age of the Marvelous" exhi
bition will create a wonder room sim
ilar in many ways to those founded in 
the late sixteenth and seventeenth cen
turies. The room will include naturalia 
such as mounted exotic birds, a stuffed 
alligator, unusual or fabulous animal 
fragments, rare seashells, insects, and 
geological specimens, and artificialia 
such as paintings, ethnographic arti
facts, armor, and exquisitely fashioned 
decorative arts.

During the late-Renaissance and 
baroque periods, an explosion of 
printed materials— discourses and 
commentaries on the marvelous— 
kept an avid public up to date on the 
latest discoveries. Guidebooks and tra
velogues led readers to wonder rooms 
and gardens Europewide. Festival 
books documented the wondrous 
inventions created for parades and 
theatrical productions, and a flourish
ing genre of wonder books dealt 
exclusively with extraordinary phen
omena, human and animal anomalies, 
and other curiosities. Travel accounts, 
botanies, and geographical histories 
documented the strange and marvel
ous forms of life found in the Americas.

E x h ib it io n  S c h ed u le

H o o d  M u seu m  o f A rt

Hanover, New Hampshire 
September 21-November 24,1991 

•

N o r t h  C a r o l in a  M useum  o f  A r t  
Raleigh, North Carolina 

January 25-March 22,1992 
•

M u seu m  o f  F in e  A r t s  
Houston, Texas 

May 24-August 23,1992 
•

H ig h  M u seu m  o f A rt  
Atlanta, Georgia 

October 6 , 1992-January 3,1993

Compound Monocular Microscope, ca. 
1620, by Christopher Cocke. This instrument 
was designed and used by Robert Hooke (1635- 
1702), the curator o f experiments at the Royal 
Society, London, and keeper of its museum.

Even if man no longer stood in the 
center of the universe after the publi
cations of Copernicus and Galileo, the 
collector could yet place himself in a 
world of his own making. "The Holy 
Roman Emperor Rudolf II of Austria 
was an extraordinary collector at the

end of the sixteenth century," Kenseth 
says. "His collection embraced all the 
human arts, all the branches of human 
knowledge, and all the different 
realms of nature." These kinds of all- 
encompassing collections served to 
glorify their owners and stood as a sym
bol of their mastery over the world.

But it was a world that was changing 
by the end of the seventeenth century. 
The rise of a new kind of science, with 
its empirical approach to the study of 
nature, resulted in new discoveries 
that challenged previous ideas about 
humanity's place in the world and rela
tionship to God. The Catholic church 
had converted great numbers to its 
faith, but a new climate of skepticism 
was engendered by developments in 
philosophy, calling the existence of 
many miraculous healings and visions 
into doubt.

In addition, the proliferation of curi
osity cabinets all over Europe led to the 
demise of their capacity to inspire won
der. For how could the rare, exotic, 
and strange continue to excite when it 
could be found in so many places? 
Spectacular gardens came to the same 
fate as their fantastic water displays 
and statuary became so familiar. What 
had become commonplace lost its 
power to excite astonishment.

There was even a kind of aesthetic 
backlash against the marvelous. 
Descartes proclaimed that an excess 
of wonder "can never be other than 
bad, for it may prevent or pervert the 
use of reason." The excesses, oddities, 
and virtuoso expressions of poetry 
and art were seen as frivolities, with 
no morally edifying purpose.

But the urge for the marvelous, 
the very human desire to be surprised 
and awed, never left completely. 
"Think of how we revere child prodi
gies, special effects in movies, extra
ordinary displays of fireworks, and 
high tech inventions," says Kenseth. 
"Our love for the marvelous hasn't 
been extinguished— it is still very 
much with us." □

For this project, Dartmouth College 
received $250,000 in outright funds from  
the Humanities Projects in Museums 
and Historical Organizations program of 
the Division o f Public Programs.
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C A L E N D A R
September ♦ October

"LBJ," part of the documentary film series The 
American Experience, tracks the development of 
Lyndon Baines Johnson's political life; it airs on 
PBS in two parts—September 30 and October 1. A double-headed wolf ceremonial dish is among 

the objects in the exhibition "Chiefly Feasts: The 
Enduring Kwakiutl Potlatch/' opening October 18 
at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City.

"The Integrative Art of Modern 
Thailand" will be explored in an 
exhibition opening October 18 at 
the Lowie Museum in Berkeley, 
California.

American Museum of Natural History/ 
Lynton Gardiner

"Humanistic Dilemmas: Translation in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences" is the subject 
of a conference at the State University of New 
York, Binghamton, September 26-28.

The impact of rapid industrialization 
in shaping the workday and the 
American city is examined in "The 
Working People of Richmond," an 
exhibition at the Valentine Museum 
in Richmond, Virginia, through 
December 9.

This thirteenth-century Japanese 
wooden lion is part of a perma
nent collection in the newly 
opened Asian wing of the Walters 
Art Gallery in Baltimore.

This 1904 carpentry class is part of an exhibition telling the 
story of the Santa Fe Indian School from a native American 
perspective; continuing at the Acoma Pueblo in New Mexico 
through October.

—Mamie Anderson
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American Indian Art a t the Brooklyn MuseumOBJECTS
OF MYTH 
AND MEMORY
BY JAMES S. TURNER

DURING THE HEYDAY of ethno
logical collecting from 1875 to 
1925, the decline of North 

American Indian cultures spurred a 
frenzy of expeditions bent on docu
menting those cultures before they 
presumably vanished forever.

Today, many of the native American 
artifacts collected during this so-called 
"museum age" are recognized not as 
surviving remnants of dying cultures 
but as traditional embodiments of 
living ones.

Illustrating this revision of an earlier 
assumption is "Objects of Myth and 
Memory," an exhibition of 250 native 
American art objects that will open this 
fall at New York's Brooklyn Museum. 
At Brooklyn from October 4 to Decem
ber 29 this year, the exhibition will 
travel to California's Oakland Museum 
next spring and to the Heard Museum 
in Phoenix, Arizona, next fall for the 
Columbian Quincentenary.

The objects in the show are drawn 
from the collection of R. Stewart Culin, 
who served as curator of the Brooklyn 
Museum's Department of Ethnology 
from 1903 to 1929. Perceiving the 
need for an eleventh-hour salvage 
operation, Culin made an American 
Indian collection his top priority.

"In evoking the specter of the van
ishing Indian, Culin was a man of his

James S. Turner is assistant editor of 
Humanities.

time," explains Diana Fane, curator of 
African, Oceanic, and New World art 
at the Brooklyn Museum. With the 
decimation of Indian populations by 
warfare and disease and the organized 
government efforts at acculturation, 
the belief was widespread that the 
ultimate demise of native American 
cultures was at hand, she says. Begin
ning with the Centennial Exposition 
in Philadelphia in 1876, practitioners 
of the young discipline of ethnology 
turned to collecting as a means of sav
ing the Indian heritage for posterity. 
Systematic, museum-sponsored col
lecting expeditions were begun, and 
museum installations and expositions 
became the main media for presenting 
the story of the American Indian to 
the general public.

Working within this tradition, Culin 
sought to piece together the story of 
particular tribes from what remained 
of their material cultures. With a 
heightened sense of urgency, as much 
because of the competition for artifacts 
among museum collectors as the sup
posed imminent disappearance of 
Indian cultures, from 1903 to 1911 
Culin traveled to native American com
munities in the Southwest, California, 
the Pacific Northwest, and Oklahoma. 
In that time he collected some 9,000 
native American objects from those 
regions for the Brooklyn Museum.

The cultures that he focused on were 
the Zuni, Navajo, Jemez, Cochiti, and

Hopi from the Southwest; the Pomo, 
Maidu, Hupa, Yurok, and Yokuts from 
California; the Kwakiutl, Haida, 
Nootka, and Salish from the Canadian 
Northwest Coast; and the Osage 
from Oklahoma.

Culin believed that he could defini
tively represent these peoples through 
the remnants of their material and 
artistic cultures, Fane says. He viewed 
the objects as timeless examples of lost 
arts, and he claimed the ability to ascer
tain their true value. In this presump
tion, too, he was a man of his time.

"Culin largely dismissed the Indians 
themselves as a source of historical 
knowledge," Fane says. "His pro
fessed goal as a curator was to make 
things tell him their story and then to 
arrange them so that this story would 
be told to the world." In 1911, Culin 
declared his American Indian collec
tion complete— the final word on the 
cultures represented.

"W e're trying to let the viewer be 
aware of Culin's biases and the extent 
to which they affected the corpus he 
collected," says Fane. "This show 
represents one man collecting during 
a single decade." The objects present 
a slice of native American life depict
ing particular people at a particular 
time, Fane emphasizes, and cannot 
represent those cultures in their 
entirety, Culin's presumption notwith
standing. "Culin did not see that the 
objects were only one manifestation of
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complex and ongoing social, religious, 
and economic systems/' says Fane.

Culin nonetheless had a remarkably 
keen eye for native American artifacts 
that comes through in his field notes, 
which have been pulled together for 
this exhibition from scattered locations 
in the Brooklyn Museum's archives.

"One of the extraordinary things 
about this collection is Culin's docu
mentation," says Fane. "For the first 
time objects in the collection will be 
linked in the catalogue and wall texts 
with Culin's original notes."

Culin wrote detailed expedition 
reports that went beyond merely 
describing, dating, and recording the 
function of Indian objects, Fane says. 
He recorded how he acquired the 
objects— whether by going from door 
to door in an Indian community and

individuals from whom he acquired 
them. Often, straitened economic cir
cumstances compelled people to give 
up their possessions for a price.

"When things change hands, people 
tell stories about them, talk about their 
value, their history, who owned them, 
why they're selling them," says Fane. 
"In Culin's terms, an object literally 
'speaks' at the moment it changes 
hands." In preserving this lore, Culin's 
field notes provide glimpses of aspects
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of native American culture that have 
yet to be plumbed.

'T h e whole premise is that the 
acquisition circumstances provide a 
way of understanding what's going on 
in a culture/' Fane says. "The very fact 
that Culin found so many items in 
traders' shops says that they were in 
circulation, that someone was willing 
to let go of them. If you look at what 
ended up in traders' shops versus 
what didn't, you get a very interesting 
sense of the economy of traditional 
Indian arts at that time." For example, 
she says, the Zuni primarily used 
Apache and Paiute baskets, valuing 
them more than their own pots, which 
they could produce at will.

"Instead of talking abstractly about 
a cultural region, as most exhibitions 
of native American art do, we're talk
ing about a particular place, not just 
a village but a particular household," 
says Fane. "And instead of giving 
the impression that these objects made 
themselves anonymously in a tribe as 
though tradition is some kind of gene, 
we're talking about individuals— the 
artisans and owners."

Visitors will see an eclectic and 
intrinsically beautiful array of cere
monial objects, heirlooms, discards, 
and replicas. And Culin's documen
tation will tell the story behind each 
artifact— what it meant to its owner 
and its function in the culture.

In the process of collecting, Culin 
discovered that ceremonial and house
hold items he wanted but could not 
find (because they had become obso
lete) or acquire (because they held too 
much private value for their owners 
to part with them) could be replicated 
by commission from native artisans, 
and he used their services freely. He 
did not realize, however, that this 
capacity for replication, which indi
cated that the methods and meanings 
of native American art were alive and 
well, belied his own view that Indian 
cultures were nearing extinction.

"The fact that people made 
and still do make these objects 
shows that the knowledge

and skill have not vanished," says 
Fane. In fact, an exhibition that com
plements "Objects of Myth and Mem
ory," called "A Dialogue with Tradi
tion: Three Native American Artist 
Families," will include demonstrations 
by Zuni, Hupa-Yurok, and Pomo 
craftspeople of the creation of their 
ancestral arts. "Native Americans may 
not have a need for particular objects 
from their past, but they can look at 
objects and remember their place in 
the culture. That makes objects, espe
cially in societies that have not had 
written records, incredibly important 
in preserving history and ideology and 
religious concepts and in passing them 
on. Much of native American history 
and culture is in fact embodied in 
objects. Culin knew that Indians had a 
history; he just thought it was over."

One example of the value of Culin's 
field notes pertains to a Hopi carved 
ornament, which Culin bought at 
Chinle, Arizona, in 1904 from a trader 
named Charles Day. Day, who found 
the ornament at a Navajo shrine in a 
cave thirty feet deep in Canyon de 
Chelly, told Culin that he learned the 
following story of the shrine from a 
Navajo man named Billy Jones: Long 
ago, the Navajos in the canyon gave 
shelter to a starving Hopi woman and 
her baby. When the baby grew up, he 
left the Navajos to return to the Hopi 
village. Later, he returned to the can
yon with some other Hopis to perform 
Hopi ceremonial dances for the Nava
jos. After his death, the Navajos con
cealed the Hopis' ceremonial objects 
in the cave where Day found them.

In recording Day's comments, Culin 
noted that Billy Jones claimed his 
grandfather had seen one of these 
dances many years before and that the 
Hopi ornament was probably used to 
call on ancestral beings to bring rain 
and other blessings.

Another example regards a ceremo
nial feather belt of the Maidu people 
of northern California. Calling the 
belt "the finest and most beautiful 
thing I have seen," Culin bought it 

on July 6,1908, from a

Mrs. Ann Barber, who had received it 
from her first husband—a Maidu 
Indian named Pomaho — at the time 
of their marriage. The belt, Culin 
learned, was exceedingly rare be
cause such items were usually 
destroyed at the time of the owner's 
death. The belts were the supreme 
Maidu symbol of wealth, and during 
the latter half of the nineteenth cen
tury any male Maidu who had attained 
the stature of importance would have 
had one to give to a woman at mar
riage or to wear in a war dance.

Another exhibition item, from the 
Northwest Coast, is a Kwakiutl thun- 
derbird mask. Culin bought the mask 
from collector C. F. Newcombe in 
Victoria, British Columbia, on July 15, 
1908, and learned from Newcombe 
that the mask could be used only 
during a mourning ceremony: "First, 
when the people are all assembled, 
a chief stands up and calls the name 
of the dead member of the family. 
Then a whistle is immediately heard 
to sound in the woods at the back of 
the h ou se.. . .  Next some one wear
ing the thunderbird mask comes into 
the house and while all the people are 
watching he opens the beak and shows 
the man painted on the inside, who is 
supposed to be the dead person."

The exhibition itself will open with 
a gallery about Culin himself to estab
lish the two main premises of his col
lecting: the conviction that native 
American cultures were nearly extinct, 
and the belief that their true story 
resided in their artifacts. Following 
will be exhibits on the tribes Culin 
studied and, finally, "A Dialogue 
with Tradition," which will include 
some thirty objects by contemporary 
Indian artists.

"I hope that viewers will feel they're 
following in Culin's footsteps and will 
experience something of the excitement 
of being in the field and making sud
den discoveries," says Fane. In addi
tion, the exhibition will speak to issues 
about defining traditional native Amer
ican art, she says, and it will introduce 
a remarkable group of objects— each 
one with a compelling story to tell, 
whoever the listener may be. □

To support this exhibition and its accompa
nying catalogue, the Brooklyn Museum 
received $318,340 in outright funds and 
$100,000 in matching funds from the 
Humanities Projects in Museums and 
Historical Organizations program of the 
Division o f Public Programs.Stewart Culin on a field trip to the Southwest, 1901.
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"Columbus Presenting the Productions of the New World to Ferdinand and Isabella." Frontis
piece from an 1831 edition of The History of the Discovery and Settlement of America by 
William Robertson.

T he T extbook 
C o lu m bu s: 
E xamining  
the M yth

BY  C A R L A  R. P H IL L IPS A N D  
W IL L IA M  D. P H IL L IPS, JR.

Two professors of history at the 
University of Minnesota revisited 
245 textbooks, popular histories, 
and biographies in search of the 
changing images of Columbus.
This is what they found.

ESPITE THE atten
tion devoted to 
Columbus and his 
voyages to the West
ern Hemisphere, he 
remains a largely 
mysterious figure, 

two-dimensional and remote. His 
exploits have assumed mythic propor
tions, but there has been little attempt 
to probe beyond the myth.

An American history done in 1777 
by William Robertson, a Scottish 
clergyman, was to influence writers in 
the United States for two generations. 
Robertson provided the precedent for 
beginning the history of the United 
States in Europe, as a continuation of 
the centuries-old quest for new com
mercial routes and markets. His sec
tion on Columbus relied very heavily 
on the biography attributed to the 
explorer's son Ferdinand, as well as on 
the writings of the Dominican friar 
Bartolome de las Casas. Robertson pre
sented a Columbus who was devout, 
curious, courageous, modest, persis
tent, and steadfast—in short, the per
fect hero. The monarchs of Spain and 
Portugal, in contrast, received respect 
but hardly admiration. Columbus was 
the larger-than-life figure rising above 
the political squabbles and petty finan
cial concerns of kings and queens.

Carla R. Phillips and William D. Phillips, 
Jr., are history professors at the Univer
sity o f Minnesota at Minneapolis.

The first two decades of the nine
teenth century saw the development 
of textbooks in U.S. history that con
sciously aimed to create virtuous and 
patriotic citizens. A popular history 
by the Reverend Charles A. Goodrich 
cast Columbus as illustrating the vir
tues of "decision, energy and perse
verance," at the same time offering the 
cautionary lesson that virtue could not 
protect Columbus from dying "the 
victim of ingratitude and disappoint
ment." To Goodrich, lessons such as 
these revealed the hand of God in 
history.

A leap forward in Columbian schol
arship in the United States came in 1828 
with the publication of Washington 
Irving's three-volume biography of 
Columbus. Irving, who had spent

many years in Spain as a U.S. diplo
mat, had access to an important col
lection of documents in Madrid com
piled by the historian Martin Fernandez 
de Navarrete. Navarrete had gathered 
together three volumes of material on 
the early Spanish voyages of explora
tion; the first volume dealt primarily 
with Columbus. Irving mined the 
Navarrete collection thoroughly for his 
biography—so thoroughly that he was 
later accused of plagiarism by another 
American writer, although Irving had 
openly acknowledged his intellectual 
debt to Navarrete's work. Navarrete 
had objected strongly to the portrayal 
of Columbus as a misunderstood 
genius who had been given minimal 
help for the historic voyage of 1492 
and was betrayed thereafter by the
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Spanish crown. Although Irving used 
Navarrete's documents to correct the 
record on certain points, he retained 
the heroic portrait of Columbus that 
had become the staple of American 
historiography.

Irving's biography enjoyed sensa
tional popularity not only in the 
United States but around the world. 
Besides being reprinted thirty-nine 
times in English, fifty-one editions in 
other languages appeared before 
Irving's death in 1859.

Virtually every subsequent textbook 
for the next several decades seems 
to have used Irving's biography of 
Columbus as its main source, although 
Robertson continued to be popular 
as well. Charles Goodrich expanded 
the 1833 edition of his popular his
tory to incorporate detail from Irving, 
whom he gratefully acknowledged. 
The general vision of Columbus the 
unblemished hero continued to hold 
sway. As Emma Willard put it:

He possessed a teeming imagination, an 
ardent courage, a glowing zeal, and all 
those energetic impulses o f the soul which

lead to high achievement; and, with these 
noble qualities, he combined judgment 
the most grave and solid, prudence and 
patience the most steady and unoffending, 
piety the most devout, and, what chiefly 
ensured his success, the most untiring 
perseverance ever manifested by man.

Some authors in the mid-nineteenth 
century chose to give the edifying story 
of Columbus their own particular 
slant. Thomas D'Arcy McGee's Cath
olic History o f North America empha
sized the faith and piety of Columbus 
and the Catholic nature of European 
exploration. McGee and others wrote 
to counter the anti-Catholic bias that 
colored many historical publications 
in nineteenth-century America. Many 
non-Catholic authors applauded 
Columbus's heroic virtues, including 
piety, but not his Catholicism. And 
a few school texts and popular books 
shifted from the exclusively European 
focus of their precursors: They began 
their American histories with the peo
ples who had arrived millennia before 
the Europeans, whom Columbus called 
Indians.

One author stood nearly alone in the 
mid-nineteenth century, using the evi
dence from Navarrete and a sensitive 
reading of Irving and others to ques
tion the standard portrayal of Colum
bus. Jacob Abbott, a successful author 
of children's books, noted that "there 
was a strange incongruity in the 
motives which seemed to actuate him 
in all this exploring cruise among the 
islands— an exalted religious enthusi
asm, which seemed sometimes quite 
sublime, mingling with a very eager 
appetite for worldly wealth and power. 
Crosses and holy banners in one hour, 
and in the next Cipango, spices and 
gold." Abbott, it is worth noting, wrote 
children's books, not school textbooks.

In 1892 the fourth centenary of 
Columbus's voyage stimulated a flood 
of work, including a great deal of seri
ous scholarship published in Europe. 
Undoubtedly the most important was 
the massive collection of documents 
published by the Italian government 
and known as the Raccolta Columbiana. 
The Navarrete collection in Spain was 
also more widely known by then, and 
the American scholar Henry Harrisse,
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and Queen, our Princes v  
might induce them tr A, 
and collecting, an'fcc

who was working with the Italian 
government on a range of Columbus 
scholarship, published a well- 
documented biography of Columbus 
in French in 1884.

The most important American con
tribution to the fourth centenary's 
scholarly output was the work of 
Justin Winsor, published in 1892. 
Winsor's clear-headed and balanced 
portrayal still rings true after nearly a 
century. He dealt with Columbus's 
overweening desire for fame and for
tune, his misrepresentations of what 
he had found across the ocean, and 
his maladministration in the Indies, 
as well as with the qualities of mind 
and character that made him a pivotal 
historical figure. In the process, 
Winsor rehabilitated the reputations 
of the Spanish monarchs and their 
advisors— persons whom Columbus's 
admirers usually presented as malevo
lent obstacles to his greatness. Winsor's 
views eventually made inroads into 
the standard heroic myth of Columbus, 
at least among serious scholars. Yet a 
large segment of the American public 
was unwilling to admit the slightest

Colum bus Triptych; 
collage by
A lexander Frankfurter, 
1990.

flaw in its heroes, and the reaction 
against Winsor and other less scholarly 
critics was swift and long lasting. 
Several books vigorously defended 
Columbus against Winsor specifically. 
Others simply ignored the critics and 
wrote modern glosses on Irving. The 
tone of many rebuttals to Columbus's 
critics echoed some of the persistent 
themes in American historiography, 
including religious and nationalistic 
antagonisms. Some supporters of 
Columbus tended to be anti-Spanish 
and anti-Catholic. They were willing 
to forgive Columbus for his Catholi
cism, because they could use his life 
to illustrate Spanish perfidy. Some 
detractors of Columbus also tended 
to be anti-Spanish and anti-Catholic. 
Despite the scholarship of Winsor, and 
despite Irving's debt to Navarrete, anti- 
Spanish prejudice seems to have 
grown stronger during the nineteenth 
century as a legacy of the Mexican War 
and the Spanish-American War. Some 
Catholic authors glorified Columbus's 
achievements as particularly Catholic 
and often ignored or excused his faults 
and minimized his association with

Spain. There was even a movement 
to canonize Columbus, which foun
dered on various obstacles, including 
his irregular union with Beatriz de 
Arana. Winsor, in his forceful and 
honest scholarly analysis, stood nearly 
alone above the unedifying quarrels 
of his compatriots.

School textbooks tended to bypass 
scholarly controversies altogether, 
aiming to instill the virtues of good 
citizenship and defining American 
heroes with that purpose in mind. 
Textbooks from the late nineteenth cen
tury continued to be used in the early 
twentieth with only minor revisions.
And many continued to acknowledge 
their debt to Washington Irving, whose 
biography of Columbus was pub
lished nearly a century before.

With the late 1920s a new approach, 
rooted in the political movement 
known as progressivism, gained 
ground in the teaching of U.S. history. 
Rejecting the traditional approach cen
tered on individuals and human char
acter, historians in the progressive 
movement emphasized the social and 
economic context of history. Colum
bus and other explorers became minor 
actors in the great drama that saw 
the expansion of markets around the 
globe. While this approach gained 
adherents, the traditional emphasis on 
individuals continued to have strong 
appeal. One of the masters of the art 
of historical narrative, David Saville 
Muzzey, gave new life to traditional 
history by his lively and intelligent 
style in a beautifully written text for 
high schools, published in 1927 and 
revised in 1936. Muzzey knew the 
available scholarship on Columbus 
and summarized it persuasively. His 
History o f Our Country, recognized for 
its vigorous style and intelligent anal
ysis, became a standard textbook 
throughout the United States for dec
ades. It was clearly aimed at encour
aging good citizenship. For younger 
grades, however, the unmixed heroic 
portrayal of Columbus continued to 
dominate.

Despite the considerable scholar
ship on Columbus in the nineteenth 
century and thereafter, the approach of 
the 450th anniversary of his voyage 
saw no consensus about him in the 
United States. Few new documents 
had been discovered, so scholars and 
interested amateurs continued to gnaw 
on the old ones.

The most important American con
tribution to scholarship on Columbus
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in this period was provided by Alice 
Bache Gould, who identified virtually 
all of the crew members on his first 
voyage and provided brief biographies 
of many of them. Gould spent decades 
searching the archives of Spain for 
documents related to Columbus. The 
articles she published from 1924 to
1944 were recently reedited, indexed, 
and published by the Royal Academy 
of History in Madrid. She died in 1953 
at the doorway of the Archive of 
Simancas near Valladolid, where a 
plaque commemorates her devoted 
scholarship. She is one of the very 
few Americans cited by Columbus 
scholars today. Other work by foreign 
scholars clarified Columbus's relations 
with the Spanish crown and with 
Spanish mariners and settlers in the 
Americas. The new scholarship tended 
to undercut Washington Irving's heroic 
version of the admiral's life and to sup
port Justin Winsor's critical biography, 
which enjoyed an enhanced reputa
tion in the United States as a result.

In 1942 the 450th anniversary of 
Columbus's voyage saw the publica
tion of a major American contribution 
to Columbian scholarship, Samuel 
Eliot Morison's Admiral o f the Ocean 
Sea. An erudite sailor and a skilled 
storyteller, Morison shifted the empha
sis to Columbus's talents as a mariner 
and geographical visionary. Morison's 
biography became very popular. His 
picture of Columbus the scientist and 
technician fit well with the twentieth- 
century development of American 
technology, and many authors of text
books subsequently used Morison to 
shape their portrayal of Columbus.

From World War II on, some text
books on U.S. history developed a 
more internationalist approach. To 
make room for the ongoing march of 
time, earlier topics such as Columbus 
and his voyages were given shorter 
shrift. In some portrayals Columbus 
ceased to be the forceful expert mari
ner and became instead an impractical 
dreamer whose fame was based on a 
colossal mistake in geography and a 
stroke of luck. These portrayals often 
emphasized as well that Columbus 
died lonely, destitute, and broken
hearted, having outlived his brief fame. 
Moreover, many of the high school and 
college texts assumed that Columbus 
and the early days of U.S. history had 
been "done" in the lower grades and 
did not require much discussion later 
on. To the extent that high school and 
college texts abandoned the topic at a

more sophisticated level, there was 
no avenue for the findings of serious 
scholars to make their way into Amer
ica's textbooks. Children in the 1950s 
seem to have been taught the simpli
fied laudatory view of Columbus in 
the lower grades and very little there
after. As adults they would retain a 
one-dimensional portrait of Columbus, 
even as they advanced their historical 
understanding on other topics. There 
were exceptions, of course—textbooks 
at the high school and college levels 
that continued the tradition of Muzzey 
and others in keeping up with current 
scholarship and portraying Columbus 
in all his human complexity.

In the 1960s, social ferment in the 
United States produced a strong chal
lenge to traditional textbooks and 
popular histories at all levels. The 
injustices done to native Americans 
and African Americans became cen
tral themes of textbooks. In some 
sensational and ahistorical accounts, 
Columbus became a genocidal maniac 
who planned the decimation of the 
native inhabitants of the Western 
Hemisphere.

In many textbooks of American his
tory published or revised since the 
late 1960s, native Americans are given 
greatly increased space, whereas 
Columbus and other European explor
ers receive only brief mention. Typi
cally authors who pursue this approach 
spend less time on Columbus than 
on Friar Bartolome de las Casas, who 
sounded the alarm against mistreat
ment of Caribbean natives in the early 
decades of exploration. Some authors 
shove Columbus to the sidelines 
entirely because he did not actually 
reach the shores of North America, 
as if that were all that mattered.

The general tone of many recent 
textbooks and popular articles seems 
designed to debunk traditional 
approaches to American history. The 
most balanced texts manage to com
bine the best features from many of 
these new directions, recognizing the 
crucial importance of the voyages of 
exploration for subsequent world his
tory, and showing due understanding 
and respect for the historical context 
and cultures of all the peoples involved. 
Some children's books and school- 
books for the lower grades seriously 
attempt to give a full and accurate 
account of Columbus and his life. None
theless, they can hardly be expected 
to deal with complex issues fully 
when their audiences are so young.

The imminent quincentenary of 
Columbus's first voyage has produced 
at least one notable work of scholar
ship in the United States to date— the 
best edition of the diary of that voy
age, with Spanish transcription and 
English translation presented on fac
ing pages. There are also several new 
biographies published in the United 
States in the 1970s and early 1980s, but 
written by non-Americans and there
fore not within the framework of our 
present study.

There appears to be little hope that 
a consensus on Columbus and his 
accomplishments will develop by 1992. 
Most Columbus scholars would prob
ably agree with the portrait sketched 
by Winsor in 1892 and embellished 
since then by Morison and by new evi
dence discovered more recently, nearly 
all of it by Europeans. Unfortunately, 
the most visible U.S. scholarship in 
the past decade has centered around 
the singularly pointless and unproduc
tive controversy about Columbus's 
first landfall in the Caribbean. Colum
bus as a historical actor and the sig
nificance of the Columbian voyages 
have been largely lost in the shuffle. 
With luck, the landfall controversy 
will be forgotten as more important 
topics emerge from scholarly works 
now nearing publication.

At the popular level, neither readers 
nor writers of books and articles about 
Columbus seem aware of the monu
mental scholarship that already exists. 
It is very common for educated and 
intelligent Americans to believe that 
very little is known about Columbus, 
simply because they have been taught 
very little. Therefore, every new and 
resuscitated notion— however ill- 
founded—can find an audience. The 
historian Charles Nowell's observa
tion that Columbus is "alternately 
praised and belittled, groomed for 
canonization and charged with piracy, 
lauded as a scientist and branded as 
an ignoramus" is no less true today 
than it was in 1939 when he wrote 
it. Without a mature foundation of 
knowledge about the man and his 
times, it is possible to believe nearly 
anything. □

In 1988, William Phillips received a 
$27,000 grant from the Division of Fellow
ships and Seminars to do research for the 
Phillipses' forthcoming book, The Worlds 
of Christopher Columbus, to be pub
lished in January 1992 by Cambridge 
University Press.
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Archaeologist Kathleen Deagan at La Isabela.

Spanish Pathways
continued from page 11

and the first encounters as early as 
1980. During the succeeding four years 
others joined their talents to the effort, 
with the result that by 1984, when the 
National Endowment for the Humani
ties announced its intention to support 
projects directed toward 1992, our 
Florida group was sufficiently active 
and organized to form an Institute 
for Early Contact Period Studies. With 
Endowment support the institute 
began formal operations in May of 1985.

Augmented by the grants from for
eign governments, the Organization for 
American States, the state of Florida, 
American and Spanish corporations, 
and private individuals, the institute 
has undertaken a number of projects:

■ L ibr o  d e A r m a d a s

The search for Columbus period docu
ments in the Archivo General de 
Indias and the Biblioteca Colombina, 
both in Seville, led to Eugene Lyon's 
discovery of the 440-page Libro de 
Armadas. That document contains the 
first-ever description found of any one 
of Columbus's ships, the admiral's 
favorite, the Nina, whose rigging, lad
ing, crewing, and arming for the 1498 
voyage are given in close detail, enab
ling nautical architects to render accu
rately for the first time a caravel, the 
class of vessel that was to become the 
workhorse of the Atlantic fleets in the 
century that followed.

In addition to inventories of mater
ial culture items that were sent to the 
Indies, including medicines, tools, food
stuffs, and livestock, the document con
tains new data about important per
sonages such as Amerigo Vespucci and 
Juan de Fonseca; about native Ameri
cans brought back to Spain; about the 
various means taken to finance the 
ships, supplies, arms, and men sent 
west on the various expeditions of the 
1490s; and about the earliest plans 
acted on by Spain to settle mining and 
agricultural colonies in what was not 
yet known to be a new world.

■  L a  N  a v id  a d

Investigation of La Navidad, Colum
bus's first settlement, founded on the 
north coast of modern-day Haiti at 
Christmas time 1492, continues. Our 
teams have scoured the documents 
and searched the site, which on good 
evidence we believe to be a manioc

plantation at En 
Bas Salina. There 
Columbus built a 
fort from the tim
bers of the ship
wrecked Santa 
Maria and left a 
small garrison 
until his promised 
return in 1493, 
when to his dis
tress, he found the 
rude structure 
destroyed and all 
his men killed.
Many items from 
the site, of the 
twelve tons of 
material removed 
to Gainesville for 
analysis, suggest 
that the site has 
been correctly identified: Chief 
among these are European faunal 
remains— pig and rat— that were 
unknown this side of the Atlantic 
before Columbus.

■ L a  I sa bela

The institute is excavating, again with 
Endowment support, the second 
Columbus settlement in the new world, 
named La Isabela, established in 
December 1493 on the eastern bank of 
the Rio Bahabonico on the north coast 
of the present-day Dominican Repub
lic. The excavations are being con
ducted under a joint arrangement with 
the Dominican government. The site is 
undeniably important since the town 
provides the first example we have of 
Euro-American domestic life —where 
Spaniards first made themselves "at 
home in America"—as well as of sus
tained social contact between Europe
ans and native Americans— the initial 
experience, if you will, of a process that 
changed the political, social, economic, 
and religious world of the sixteenth 
century and thereafter. Here we find 
Columbus's own house; the first 
masonry houses of any kind; the first 
intentional introduction of European 
plants and animals; the first urban 
plan combined with the first urban 
streets, plazas, ramparts, canals, and 
gardens.

■ P u er t o  R ea l ,  O th er s

Among the institute's other site studies 
that have relevance to the age of dis
covery is Puerto Real, the fourth old
est European town in the Americas. A 
sometime thriving cattle ranching

community that lasted from 1501 to 
1580, it was located two kilometers 
from La Navidad: Analysis of docu
ments and of archaeologically recov
ered material indicates that Puerto 
Real's Spaniards experienced gradual 
acculturation with the indigenous 
Taino population.

Another Endowment-funded exca
vation is the 1539-1540 winter encamp
ment site of Hernando de Soto at Talla
hassee. Discovered by accident in the 
spring of 1987, the so-called Martin 
site was the first positively identified 
site to be connected with Soto at any 
point during his 4,000-mile march 
through the American South. Not only 
did it yield a highly suggestive bounty 
of chain mail, crossbow quarrels, mara- 
vedi coins, and pig remains—the first- 
ever sign of porcine presence in what 
is now the United States— it also 
spurred a flurry of Soto-related research 
and publications, the latest of which 
are soon to appear in the university 
presses of Florida and Alabama.

Still another archaeological project 
underway is the search for San Miguel 
de Gualdape, the first European set
tlement in what is now the United 
States, founded by Lucas Vasquez de 
Ayllon and six hundred other persons, 
including women, children, and Afri
can slaves, from Santo Domingo. The 
date was 1526, thirty-nine years before 
the founding of St. Augustine. The 
site, we are encouraged to think, was 
Sapelo Sound, Georgia. If found, the 
San Miguel site should reveal much 
about the first appearance of demo
graphic and cultural change in the 
American Southeast, and allow us a
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first look at how the Spaniards tried 
to adapt to the resources they found 
along the coastal strand, a fragile 
environment that yielded abundant 
animal and fish proteins but few 
carbohydrates familiar to them. The 
town was abandoned within a few 
months of its founding.

The successes in the archaeological 
projects to date have depended in 
great measure on a working marriage 
with history. Archival documentary 
evidence has been essential to the 
start-up of every one of the institute's 
attempts to find buried material evi
dence. Conversely, archaeology has 
provided the historian with data that, 
for one cultural reason or another, 
appear never to have been reduced to 
writing. The excavations at Puerto 
Real, for example, brought forth data 
about the life and role of women in that 
colonial settlement that were lacking 
in the written record. Although an 
older generation of scholars in Spanish 
colonial studies took care to combine 
investigations of material culture 
with exegesis of documents, by 1950 
it was common for historians to adhere 
strictly to the archival documents and 
for historical archaeologists— a new 
subset that have cut out a place dis
tinct from their older sister discipline, 
prehistoric archaeologists— to tend nar
rowly to the analysis of recovered arti
facts. By the 1970s, however, it became 
clear that each discipline needed the 
other for full elaboration of its findings. 
Thus, there has been a conscious stra
tegy of multidisciplinary collaboration. 
Such an association is likely to take 
investigators into fields not normally 
visited by colonial researchers— 
frontier adaptation, residential pattern
ing, household functions, diet, kinship 
and marriage models, and interethnic 
relationships— in order to flesh out the 
usual accounts of political, military, 
religious, and diplomatic activity.

■  C u ba n ,  S pa n ish  A rc h iv es  

Two institute projects, both of which 
received initial support from the 
Endowment, are archival in nature.
The first, completed in March of 1989, 
was the first-ever microfilming of the 
Spanish La Florida materials in Cuba. 
The documents, all parish registers, 
were discovered in Matanzas prov
ince on a research trip in 1982. It took 
the intervening seven years to obtain 
permissions and make the necessary 
arrangements for the filming.

The second project, in Spain, is more

ambitious: microfilming the archive ■ 
of the counts of Revillagigedo (archivo 
de los condes de Revillagigedo) in 
Madrid. The largest and most impor
tant private archive brought to this 
country from Spain, it contains infor
mation about the founding of Florida 
by Pedro Menendez de Aviles and his 
successors, the extension of Spanish 
hegemony across the southern tier 
of states as far as California, and the 
administrations of two important 
viceroys of Mexico. The collection— 
some 825,000 pages, 167 color images, 
and a reel of large charts— took six 
months to film. It is available for use 
at Gainesville and St. Augustine. The 
project opened our eyes to the extra
ordinary and little-used resources of 
the papers of noble families for early 
contact studies in the central and 
northern Americas. With a special 
Endowment grant we pursued other 
similar holdings, eventually winning 
the agreement of nine noble families 
— dukes, counts, and marqueses— 
to copy their private archives.

The seed money from the Endow
ment enabled us to obtain full funding 
for the copying project from a Spanish 
insurance company foundation head
quartered in Madrid. With a level of 
assistance amounting to millions of 
dollars, we abandoned microfilming 
in favor of optical laser disk technol
ogy, and we now have in place at 
Madrid a scanner-monitor-disk- 
printer array. The principal challenge 
we face is the efficient capture of doc
uments in those cases where degrada
tion of paper, faded ink, bleed-through, 
water stains, or insect damage require 
that certain documents receive special 
treatment. Scanning has now begun 
of the archives of the dukes of 
Infantado. Ignacio de Medina y 
Fernandez de Cordoba, the duke of 
Segorbe, has made available a 200,000 
square-foot wing of the sixteenth- 
century Hospital Tavera in Toledo, 
Spain, for the papers depository.

This project should continue long 
after the Columbian Quincentenary 
year and into the quincentenary dec
ade, that is, through 2002, the anni
versary of Columbus's last voyage, 
thereby allowing many serious schol
arly projects time to mature and, 
one would hope, inaugurating a new 
and continuing emphasis on Ibero- 
American studies. As has been 
remarked, 1992 ought not to be a year 
for dropping an anchor but for hoist
ing a sail.

P u blic a tio n s

The institute has embarked on a 
Columbus Quincentenary Series in 
association with the University of 
Florida Press. The first volume to 
appear, titled First Encounters, is the 
companion volume to a large exhibi
tion mounted by the Florida Museum 
of Natural History on the Gainesville 
campus. The exhibition, called "First 
Encounters: Spanish Explorations in 
the Americas," includes a two-thirds 
scale replica of the Nina and is cur
rently in transit to ten American cities.

The second title is Columbus's own 
Libro de las profedas, edited and trans
lated by Delno C. West and August 
Kling. Five other volumes in the series 
are in final preparation, including 
Eugene Lyon's translations of the 
Libro de Armadas.

One should not leave a topic such as 
this without addressing the question 
so much on the mind of many who 
study the Columbus event, namely, 
where did the Navigator make his 
first landfall? Was it Watling's Island, 
now San Salvador, as Samuel Eliot 
Morison and many others maintained? 
Was it Samana, as the National Geo
graphic contends? Or was it Grand 
Turk, Egg, or any one of a number of 
Bahamian islands which over time 
have laid claim to be the first landfall 
site on that night that divided human 
history nearly five hundred years ago?

The geographers and yachtsmen 
tell me that we can never know with 
certainty the admiral's transatlantic 
track because the original Diario is 
missing and the copy we have from 
Las Casas is an abridgment with many 
lacunae, errors, and corrections.

The archaeologists tell me that we 
can never know from artifacts since 
anything left on the first island, such 
as beads, would have been traded off 
that island immediately to another as 
exotic goods.

And the historians tell me that it 
really doesn't make a difference where 
he made his landfall, since the impor
tant thing is not where Columbus first 
sighted land, but what happened as a 
result o f the sighting. And so say I. □

The Institute for Early Contact Period 
Studies has received $267,603 in outright 
funds from the Interpretive Research 
program and $9,587 from the Reference 
Materials program o f the Division of 
Research Programs.
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N E H -S u ppo rted  P ro jects  on  th e  Q uin cen ten a ry

SINCE 1984, when the Colum
bian Quincentenary initiative 

began, the Endowment has made 
some 325 grants totaling nearly $22 
million. Awards range from $750 
for a scholar to travel to an archive 
to study the letters of Hernan Cortes, 
to $500,000 for a traveling exhibi
tion on cultural influences, to nearly 
$1 million for a multivolume history 
of cartography to serve as a basic 
reference source in decades to come.

Here is a sampling:
■ During the next two years, four 
poster-panel versions of "Seeds
of Change," an exhibition on the 

exchanges 
between Old 
World and 
New World 
cultures after 
the voyages 
of Columbus, 
will travel to 
sixty libraries 
and other 
sites nation
wide. The 
main exhibi
tion opens 
this October 
at the Smith

sonian Institution's Museum of 
Natural History. The traveling com
ponents were produced by the 
American Library Association in 
Chicago.
■ A series of twelve public lec
tures "1492-1992: Crosscurrents of 
Culture," on Columbus's encoun
ter with the New World, begins 
October 1 at New York University.
■ Through this fall, two exhibi
tions—"The Literature of the 
Encounter," on books published in 
Europe during the Renaissance, 
and "Encounter the New World," 
on the graphic record of the period 
— are on display at the John Carter 
Brown Library in Providence, 
Rhode Island.
■ "1492: Two Worlds of Science," 
an exhibition on the Old World 
knowledge underlying Columbus's 
exploration, the technology that 
made the voyages possible, and 
the sciences and technologies of

native American cultures at the 
time, opens October 12 at the Law
rence Hall of Science at the Univer
sity of California, Berkeley. Two 
copies and the original installation 
will travel to science museums 
around the country through 1994.

■ "Indian America," a ten-part 
film series about native American 
history and cultures from 1492
to the present, is currently being 
scripted by Film Odyssey, Inc., 
in Washington, D.C.
■ "Columbus and the Age of Dis
covery," a seven-part documentary 
film series about Columbus's voy
ages, the cultural environment in 
which they took place, and the leg
acies of the European contacts with 
America, is being produced by the 
WGBH Educational Foundation in 
Boston. It is scheduled to air on PBS 
October 6-9,1991, with an encore 
on Columbus Day, October 12. It 
will air again in October 1992.

■ From January to April next year, 
the Newberry Library in Chicago 
will present "America in 1492," an

exhibition of books and manuscripts 
about American Indian cultures on 
the eve of the Columbian voyages.

Next summer, the Newberry will 
hold an institute on the historical 
and cultural contexts of native 
American literature for twenty high 
school English teachers and Indian 
community college instructors.
■ "Maps and the Columbian 
Encounter," an exhibition and cata
logue produced at the University 
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, looks at 
the encounter as expressed in his
torical geography and cartographic 
history. In 1992, the exhibition 
will be at the Newberry Library in 
Chicago from May 15 to June 15; 
the Bell Library of the University 
of Minnesota at Minneapolis in 
July; the Clements Library of the 
University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor from August 15 to Septem
ber 15; and the Milwaukee Public 
Museum from September 25 
through October.

■ Editorial preparation of the 
Cambridge History o f the Native 
Peoples o f the Americas is now under 
way at the Cambridge University 
Press in New York.
■ Several volumes in the Reper- 
torium Columbianum, a twelve- 
volume corpus of Italian, Latin, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and Nahuatl 
source texts related to Columbus's 
voyages and other transatlantic 
explorations, are being translated 
through support to the University 
of California, Los Angeles.
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History Afloat on the Ohio

This summer, a river barge housing 
exhibits on the history and culture of 
the Ohio valley is visiting cities and 
towns all along the Ohio River. The 
barge— the centerpiece component of

the NEH-supported project "Always a 
River: The Ohio River and the Ameri
can Experience"— has been the focus 
of concerts, tours, and other cultural 
festivities. It embarked from Pitts
burgh, Pennsylvania, in May and 
makes its final port of call 981 miles 
downstream at Cairo, Illinois, in 
September.

— Douglas Varley

McPherson on Brittle Books

James McPherson, author of the Pulit
zer Prize-winning Battle Cry of Free
dom, testified on the importance of 
book preservation during House hear
ings on the NEH appropriation bill. 
Recalling his days as a graduate stu
dent working in the Library of Con
gress, he remarked: "M y years in 
graduate school came at the dawn of 
the microfilm age. Very few of the 
sources I used had been microfilmed.
I read them in the original, just as they 
had come from the printer nearly a 
century earlier. This hands-on contact 
with materials that had been handled

by people I was studying was thrill
ing, but it was also potentially disas
trous. Many of these pamphlets, books, 
and newspapers had been printed on 
paper made by the then new wood 
pulp process. As I turned these pre
cious but highly acidic pages, some of 
them tore and crumbled in my hands 
no matter how carefully and delicately 
I handled them. I was horrified by 
the experience of damaging, perhaps 
destroying, the very sources that 
nurtured my knowledge."

— D. V.

Soviet and U.S. Teachers Confer

This past summer, fifteen U.S. teachers 
spent four weeks with colleagues from 
the USSR discussing how best to teach 
the history of the Cold War in the age 
of glasnost. The institute was held at 
Harvard University's Soviet and East 
European Language and Area Center 
(SEELAC).

"The Soviets know there have been 
serious problems with the way they've 
taught their history and are very 
interested in how it is treated in the 
U.S.," says Janet Vaillant, associate 
director of SEELAC. The Cold War 
period was chosen so the teachers 
could explore how their respective cul
tural traditions influenced relations 
between the two countries.

While the main challenge for Soviet 
teachers is teaching history in a chang
ing society, American teachers have a 
different concern: Soviet history is 
most often taught in the U.S. as part 
of a class on current events, Vaillant 
says, so students "learn history back
wards" as they seek explanations for 
what they see happening today. The

institute, she says, should help Ameri
can teachers gain the appropriate back
ground in Soviet history.

The U.S. participants are now em
barking on individual projects that 
grew out of the institute. They also left 
Cambridge with a supply of BBC Rus
sian language tapes that will help them 
prepare for phase two of the project: 
next year's summer institute in Moscow.

— D. V.

A Renaissance Chautauqua

"The American Renaissance is com
ing to a tent near you" was the slogan 
for this year's Great Plains Chautau
qua. Humanities scholars portrayed 
seven literary figures of the nineteenth 
century. Among them, Frederick

Douglass preached on civil rights, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne told ghost stor
ies, and Margaret Fuller presented 
feminist writings.

Each character engaged the spec
tators in discussion and then stepped 
out of character in order to answer 
questions raised by the characteriza
tions. The tent show traveled from 
Oklahoma to North Dakota, stopping 
in several cities.

—Mamie Anderson

Shelly Duvall in "Bernice Bobs Her Hair." 

Film Retrospective at Archives

A retrospective of 600 NEH-supported 
films is being presented at the National 
Archives through the end of Novem
ber. The twelve-week series will 
include films ranging from The Adams 
Chronicles to the poetry of Sylvia 
Plath on Voices and Visions.

—Marime Subramanian

34 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1991

Everett A
lbers_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Learning 

in 
Focus



IN FOCUS

Arthur A. Demarest
On the Trail of a Lost Civilization

W HILE HE'S BEEN called 
the "real Indiana Jones/' 
Arthur Demarest, an anthro

pologist who for the last five years has 
been studying ancient Maya culture 
deep in the Guatemalan rain forest, 
regrets the association.

"I've spent all of my career digging 
domestic garbage and preaching that 
archaeology should not be focused 
on temples and treasures and monu
ments," he says.

Ironic words, perhaps, coming from 
someone who last spring led an expe
dition into the 1,200-year-old burial 
chamber of an unnamed Maya war
lord dubbed Ruler 2, at the base of 
a rubble-filled shaft in an eroded 
pyramid-temple. But not so ironic 
when you realize that the tomb's dis
covery is only the latest development 
in a project that has involved plenty 
of routine digging en route to figuring 
out why Maya civilization vanished 
in the ninth and tenth centuries A.D. 
Maya culture, which encompassed 
Guatemala, Belize, and southern 
Mexico and the Yucatan, flourished 
for nearly 600 years.

Demarest doesn't consider himself 
a Mayanist, even though he's general 
director of the Petexbatun Regional 
Archaeological Project in Guatemala, 
which is excavating six Maya cities 
with support from NEH and from pri
vate foundations. From 1981 to 1983, 
he held a Society of Fellows appoint
ment at Harvard to do ethnographi
cal work on the Aztecs and the Incas. 
He has studied the Olmecs as well.

By 1986, however, an appointment 
to a major chair was in the offing—  
he is now Centennial Professor of 
Anthropology at Vanderbilt University 
— and he was looking for a big project 
that would enable him to bring 
together some of the ablest scholars 
of Mesoamerican civilizations on a 
long-term venture.

"When I saw those concentric trench 
and moat systems at Dos Pilas [one of 
the Maya sites being excavated], I 
knew this was it," Demarest says. In 
addition to many kilometers of wall

systems, his team has since found 
numerous spearheads at some points 
along the base of the walls, caches of 
decapitated skulls, and post holes indi
cating the presence of palisades, para
pets, and towers.

Demarest and his colleagues are try
ing to reconstruct the chain of events 
that led to the collapse of Maya civiliza
tion. The area of northern Guatemala 
he's working in is called the Petex
batun, where he thinks the decline of 
Maya culture began.

One hypothesis being tested is that 
the raiding style of warfare common 
among local Maya rulers in the Petex
batun intensified to all-out civil war 
in the eighth century. Siege and forti
fication tactics were introduced, which 
may have forced changes in farming 
techniques that led to soil depletion 
and, ultimately, crop failure. Malnu
trition, and possibly starvation, may 
have compounded the effects of war
fare that engulfed the Petexbatun. 
Then, over the course of the next cen
tury a ripple effect of warfare from 
the Petexbatun may have influenced 
the collapse of civilization in other 
Maya regions of Central America.

It all began, Demarest suggests, 
when successive rulers of the Maya 
city of Dos Pilas grew more aggressive 
and conquered the other cities in the 
Petexbatun region. Under Ruler 4, the 
kingdom grew so large that it became 
unwieldy. By 760 it had broken up 
into smaller warring chiefdoms that 
hastily set up defensive walls, which 
in turn may have altered their deli
cate adaptation to the jungle ecology. 
If in the future it can be shown that 
warfare-induced disaster spread to 
other Maya regions, the mysterious 
disappearance of Maya civilization 
may be solved.

"W e knew that the rulers of Maya 
cities had long engaged in a limited 
warfare that enabled them to demon
strate their power against each other," 
Demarest says. "This warfare was 
routine and did not disrupt the way 
people lived. But the wall systems we 
found suggest a major readjustment

of Maya life from a successful system 
to one whose goal was simply to sur
vive from year to year in the face of a 
constant threat of attack."

The Maya succeeded in the rain 
forest, Demarest explains, because they 
mimicked its biodiversity. They used 
different field systems, terraces, sunken 
gardens, raised fields, and some slash 
and burn, scattering them widely and 
doing none very extensively. "Now if 
you pull these together around a forti
fied center and try to do concentrated 
agriculture high up on the escarpments 
where these fortified centers are or on 
the adjacent slopes, you're going to 
deplete and erode the soils within dec
ades," he says. "That could lead to 
ecological catastrophe. Whatever the 
cause, by 820 at the latest most of the 
region was abandoned. We are cur
rently testing several hypotheses, one 
of them being that warfare was a major 
factor in the collapse of Petexbatun 
civilization."

For the next several years, Demarest 
intends to apply what he's learning to 
the problems of modern Guatemala. 
"The project is very stressful in terms 
of the guerilla war against the army 
that often cuts our supply lines, the 
burning of the rain forest around us, 
the starving Indians and the failure of 
their agricultural system, the diseased 
children brought into our camp every 
day for the clinic. W e're really on the 
front lines in the third world. In look
ing at the Maya collapse and the 
impact of warfare on ecology, it's hard 
not to see a parallel when there's a 
war going on around you." □

—James S. Turner
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HUMANITIES GUIDE
FOR THOSE WHO ARE THINKING OF APPLYING FOR AN NEH GRANT

Archaeology Projects

wHEN Christopher Columbus 
abandoned his makeshift 
home at La Isabela, the first 

Spanish colonial settlement in the Amer
icas, he hardly could have imagined 
that scholars would one day celebrate 
finding what was perhaps a fragment 
of his cereal bowl, of his water glass, 
or even of his chamber pot.

The Endowment-sponsored excava
tion of La Isabela, which rests high on 
a bluff in what is now the Dominican 
Republic, is a model of how archaeol
ogy unites legend with history, permits 
science to dabble with speculation, and 
confers on formerly everyday items 
great significance and even wonder.

Applications for projects in either Old 
World or New World archaeology are 
normally submitted to the Interpretive 
Research Program. Funds for analysis 
and prepublication costs are provided in 
either outright funds or a combination 
of outright and federal matching funds; 
survey and excavation projects are eli
gible for up to $15,000 in outright funds 
per year, with the remainder provided 
by federal matching funds. In addition 
to funding for projects that will prepare 
the results of excavations for scholarly 
and popular publication, support is also 
available for foreign and American 
archaeological fieldwork, for surveys, for 
materials and laboratory research, for 
artifact preservation, and for field reports.

Given the limitation on outright funds 
for excavation, project directors typi
cally turn to corporations and private 
sponsors for additional support. But one 
enterprising project director boldly 
courted the state legislature as a source 
of funds. He garnered $1 50,000 to

George Lucas is assistant director for 
Interpretive Research in the Division of 
Research Programs.

BY GEORGE LUCAS

excavate the site of Old Mobile, Ala
bama, the founding settlement of 
French colonial Louisiana and the first 
permanent French settlement on the gulf 
coast. Any gifts from a third party 
qualify for federal matching funds.

One of the most unusual and valu
able of the sixty or so projects currently 
funded by the Endowment is the Aegean 
Dendrochronology Project, which seeks 
to establish a tree-ring chronology for 
the Eastern Mediterranean region from 
the third millennium B.C. to the pres
ent. By counting and comparing the 
rings of wooden timbers of extant build
ings, artifacts, or ruins, the project staff 
can develop an absolute chronology 
that could settle historical questions and 
pinpoint the dates of various architec
tural styles. The tree-ring chronology 
will ultimately improve the accuracy of 
radiocarbon and ceramics dating.

The Endowment is committed to sup
porting archaeological research that 
promises to strengthen understanding 
of history and of diverse cultures. Appli
cations for archaeology projects should 
demonstrate clearly the significance of 
the proposed work for the humanities, 
including the historical importance of 
the site itself. Strong proposals incor
porate an explanation of how the site 
and the research connect to other rele
vant excavations or publications. Proj
ects should build on existing scholar
ship and lead to a more integrated 
understanding of the subject matter.

A nonspecific, unconvincing, or 
exaggerated argument for significance 
is a common pitfall for applications to 
the archaeology category; similarly, 
applications that are ultimately disap
proved often fail to describe the project 
methodology properly. By contrast, the 
most competitive proposals justify the 
project's research methods: Superior

applications include a lucid explanation 
of the relationship between the data to 
be collected, the central interpretive 
focus, and major research questions. In 
the nine-month review process, special
ist reviewers and then panelists closely 
examine the proposals for clearly articu
lated links among the data, the goals of 
the project, and the importance of the 
work for the humanities.

In addition, explanatory information 
should illuminate the project's histori
cal, cultural, and geographical contexts. 
Such explanations may appear within 
the narrative, in parentheses in the nar
rative, in footnotes or endnotes, or in 
appendices. Approximate dates for the 
period covered by the research and for 
the site, and an indication of how well 
a chronology has been established, are 
important details. Other worthwhile 
features are visual aids: photographs or 
copies of photographs, drawings of the 
site and artifacts, and maps. However, 
applicants often err by providing too 
many micromaps (small sectors of exca
vation) and omit a macromap of the site 
located within present national bound
aries. At least one map of the site and 
one map of the country or region in 
which the site is located are useful to 
evaluators. Finally, evaluators prefer 
plain language, even in descriptions of 
theoretical models and methodologies.

New application instructions and 
forms specifically designed for archaeol
ogy projects are now.available. The 
staff welcomes inquiries and encourages 
submission of preliminary drafts in prep
aration for the next application deadline 
on October 15, 1991. Contact the Inter
pretive Research Program, Division of 
Research Programs, National Endow
ment for the Humanities, 1100 Penn
sylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20506; 202/786-0210. □
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CURRENT NEH FELLOWSHIP 
AND SEMINAR GRANTS

Archaeology and 
Anthropology
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Joan Cassell: Independent Scholar, University 
City, MO, Is There a Women's Way o f Being a 
Surgeon? An Anthropological Inquiry 
David D. Grose: University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, Class and Glassmaking in the Ancient 
World: An Archaeological, Historical, and 
Social Account
Donald O. Henry: University of Tulsa, OK,
A Cultural History of the Bedouin o f Southern 
Jordan
Mark P. Leone: University of Maryland, College 
Park, An Archaeology o f the Foundations of 
Modern Daily Life in Annapolis, Maryland 
Michael G. Peletz: Colgate University, Hamilton, 
NY, Representations o f Gender and Kinship in a 
Malay Society
John G. Russell: Chiba College of Health 
Science, Japan, Images o f Blacks in Contempo
rary Japanese Society 
Jack M. Weatherford: Macalester College,
St. Paul, MN, Intellectual Influences o f Native 
Americans on the Discipline o f Anthropology

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS 
Shirley L. Arora: University of California, Los 
Angeles, A Study o f Llorona, a Contemporary 
Hispanic Legend
Robert W. Hefner: Boston University, MA,
A Historical and Comparative Inquiry into Reli
gious Change in Modern Java 
Kathryn A. Woolard: University of California, 
San Diego, La Jolla, Multilingualism, Ideology, 
and the State in Spain and the New World

Mary K. Hunter: Bates College, Lewiston, ME, 
Opera Buffa and the Uses of Convention, 
1760-90
Thomas F. Kelly: Oberlin College, OH, The 
Cultural Context o f the South Italian Exultet 
Elizabeth Lipsmeyer: Old Dominion University, 
Norfolk, VA, The Palm Sunday Christus and 
Palm Sunday Ritual in the Middle Ages 
Paula R. Radisich: Whittier College, CA, Arf and 
Society in 18th-Century France: A Study of 
Selected Works by Hubert Robert 
Cleota Reed: Independent Scholar, Syracuse, NY, 
Decorative Ceramics in American Architecture, 
1870-1940
Hollace A. Schafer: College of the Holy Cross, 
Worcester, MA, Haydn's Creative Process in the 
London Symphonies 99 and 101 
Judith Tick: Northeastern University, Boston, MA, 
Ruth Crawford Seeger: An American Life in Music

HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Marva W. Cooper: University of the District of 
Columbia, Washington, DC, Doctor of Musical 
Arts

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
Gerard H. Behague: University of Texas, Austin, 
Music in Latin American Society: Past and Present 
Herbert Blau: University of Wisconsin, Milwau
kee, Performance Theory: Modern Drama and 
Postmodern Theater
Reinhold Brinkmann: Harvard University, Cam
bridge, MA, Symphonies after Beethoven: The 
Viennese Tradition
David Rosand: Columbia University, New York 
City, Drawings and Prints: Leonardo to Goya

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
Toby S. Zinman: University of the Arts, Phila
delphia, PA, The Plays o f Samuel Beckett

Arts— History and Criticism s u m m er  s t ip en d s

COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Diane C. Ahl: Lafayette College, Easton, PA, 
Benozzo Gozzoli: Tradition and Innovation in 
Renaissance Painting
Lilian Armstrong: Wellesley College, MA, From 
Miniature to Woodcut: Benedetto Bordone and 
Venetian Renaissance Book Decoration, 1470- 
1530
Jody Diamond: Mills College, Oakland, CA, Con
temporary Music and Composers in Indonesia 
Peter J. Fergusson: Wellesley College, MA,
The Vernacular Architecture o f the 12th-Century 
Reform Orders in England 
Mary D. Garrard: American University, Wash
ington, DC, The Gendering of Nature and Art in 
Renaissance Italy
Ethan T. Haimo: University of Notre Dame, IN, 
Arnold Schoenberg and the Birth ofAtonality 
Mary C. Henderson: Independent Scholar, New 
York City, Jo Mielziner and the Theater o f His Time

Elizabeth Aubrey: University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Music o f the Late Medieval Troubadours of 
Southern France
Mirka M. Benes: Harvard University, Cambridge, 
MA, Landowning and Villa Design in 17th- 
Century Papal Rome
Patricia G. Berman: Wellesley College, MA, 
Edvard Munch and the Politics o f Modern Mon
umental Painting
Arthur P. Bourgeois: Governors State University, 
University Park, IL, Field Studies in African Art: 
Contemporary Zaire
William V. Costanzo: Westchester Community
College, Valhalla, NY, The Masses in 1930s
Cinema: A Cross-Cultural Study
Michael W. Fazio: Mississippi State University,
Mississippi State, The Domestic Architecture of
Benjamin Henry Latrobe
Rebecca L. Harris-Warrick: Cornell University,
Ithaca, NY, Ballet in the Operas o f jean-Baptiste
Lully
Margaret M. Knapp: Arizona State University,

Tempe, The 1916 Tercentenary o f Shakespeare's 
Death and Its Influence on American Culture 
Sandra E. Knudsen: Toledo Museum of Art, OH, 
Historical Reliefs on the Arch of Constantine 
Charles H. Lachman: Dartmouth College, 
Hanover, NH, "The Image Made by Chance" 
in Chinese Art Theory
Richard D. Leppert: University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, The Sight of Sound: Visual Con
structions of Meaning in Western Musical 
Practices
Craig A. Monson: Washington University, St. 
Louis, MO, Musical Life in the Nunneries of 
Bologna, 1550-1730
Julia Moore: University of Idaho, Moscow, Music 
in the Marketplace: The Habsburg Empire, 1780- 
1830
Sally A. Ness: University of California, Riverside,
Philippine Sinulog Dancing
Michael W. O'Connell: University of California,
Santa Barbara, Iconoclasm and Theater in the
Renaissance
Jeffrey K. Ochsner: University of Washington, 
Seattle, Architecture and Urbanism in Seattle, 
1880-95
M. Elizabeth Osborn: Independent Scholar,
New York City, A Biography o f Theater Director 
John Hirsch
Massimo M. Ossi: University of Rochester, NY, 
The Musical Sources of Battista Guarini, Renais
sance Poet
Vladimir-Vlada Petrie: Harvard University,Cam
bridge, MA, Theory and Art o f Laszlo Moholy- 
Nagy
Elizabeth Pilliod: Oregon State University, Cor
vallis, The Diary of Jacopo da Pontormo, 1554-56 
Susan N. Platt: University of North Texas, 
Denton, American Art Criticism and Politics in 
the 1930s
Eloise Quinones-Keber: CUNY Research 
Foundation/Bernard Baruch College, New York 
City, The Conquest o f Mexico in 16th-Century 
Illustrations
Nancy H. Ramage: Ithaca College, NY, Sir 
William Hamilton, the 18th-Century Diplomat 
as Archaeologist
David M. Richman: University of New Hamp
shire, Durham, Yeats's Mastery o f Drama 
W. Jackson Rushing: University of Missouri,
Saint Louis, Native American Art since 1960 
Gerald D. Silk: Temple University, Philadelphia, 
PA, Futurist Art o f the Italian Fascist Regime 
George R. Small: Los Angeles Pierce College, 
Woodland Hills, CA, The Role o f the "Aire Libre" 
Movement in the Development o f Modern M exi
can Art
Roch C. Smith: University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, Intrusive Images in the Films of 
Alain Robbe-Grillet
Alison G. Stewart: University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, The Popular Festival Prints o f Sebald 
Beham in Reformation Nuremberg 
Judith A. Testa: Northern Illinois University, De 
Kalb, Simon Bening, 1483-1561: Europe's Last 
Major Manuscript Illuminator
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Paul V. Turner: Stanford University, CA, Joseph 
Ramee, International Architect 
Bertil H. van Boer, Jr.: Wichita State University, 
KA, Swedish Opera and Nationalist Fusion of 
the Arts

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS

Barbara G. Abou-El-Haj: SUNY Research Foun
dation/Binghamton, NY, Late Medieval Church 
Building and Decoration in Its Urban Setting 
W. John Archer: University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, The 18th-Century English Villa 
Scott G. Burnham: Princeton University, NJ, 
Beethoven's Heroic Style and Its Critical 
Reception
John A. Emerson: University of California, 
Berkeley, An Edition of a 9th-Century Gregorian 
Chant Manuscript
J. Ellen Gainor: Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 
The Plays of the Early 20th-Century American 
Author Susan Glaspell
Janet L. Johnson: University of Southern Cali
fornia, Los Angeles, The Italian Theater in the 
Operatic and Theatrical Culture o f the Bourbon 
Restoration, 1815-30
Leonard J. Leff: Oklahoma State University, 
Stillwater, The Motion Picture Producer Code 
Michael J. Leja: Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, The New York School o f Painting 
and American Culture in the 1940s 
Carol J. Oja: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Brooklyn College, New York City, New Music in 
New York in the 1920s
Jessie A. Owens: Brandeis University, Waltham, 
MA, Compositional Process in Renaissance 
Music
David Rosand: Columbia University, New York 
City, Critical and Flistorical Studies on Drawing 
Howard Saalman: Carnegie-Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Leone Battista Alberti's Architec
tural Projects
Carol Zemel: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
Buffalo, NY, Themes of Modernity in the Work 
of Vincent van Gogh

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Sean W. Carney: Case Western Reserve Univer
sity, Cleveland, OH, Kandinsky at the Turn of 
the Century: Art, Theosophy, and Christian 
Theology, 1896-1915
Jennifer A. Clifton: Pinellas Park High School, 
FL, Surrealism through the Eyes o f Rene Magritte 
Kristin A. Collins: George Washington Univer
sity, Washington, DC, Othello in Reconstruc
tionist America
Rebecca J. DeRoo: Bryn Mawr College, PA, 
Vision, Gender, and Identity in Cindy Sherman's 
Photographs
Peter E. Lorenz: Williams College, Williams- 
town, MA, Rhetoric and Form in the Symphony 
in London: 1759-95
Mary M. Norman: Le Moyne College, Syracuse, 
NY, Documentary Films of John Grierson and 
Pare Lorentz
Terence R. O'Neal: Highland Park Community 
College, Ml, Alain Locke's Concept o f the "New 
Negro" in the Works o f Aaron Douglas and 
Richmond Barthe
Ernestina Osorio: University of California, Santa 
Barbara, The Postmodern Architecture o f Charles 
W. Moore
Anna S. Potter: John Jay High School, Cross 
River, NY, A Study o f Fragonard's Progress of 
Love
Fiona L. Seels: Peters Township High School, 
McMurray, PA, A Study o f Historical Context in 
Selected 20th-Century Productions ofjulius 
Caesar
Dominique N. Surh: University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, The "Sacra Conversazione" in 
15th- and 16th-Century Italian Art 
Michael E. Von Der Linn: Bard College, 
Annandale-on-Hudson, NY, Stravinsky on 
Stravinsky: The CBS Recordings

Classics
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Stewart G. Flory: Gustavus Adolphus College,
St. Peter, MN, Narrative Voices in Thucydides' 
History of the Peloponnesian War 
Marilyn A. Katz: Wesleyan University, Middle
town, CT, Women and Ideology in Ancient 
Greece: Gender and Genre in Classical Texts 
Mary R. Lefkowitz: Wellesley College, MA, 
Euripides and the Gods 
James M. May: Saint Olaf College, Northfield, 
MN, Cicero's De Oratore: An Annotated Trans
lation Based on a Newly Edited Text with Intro
duction and Explanatory Essays 
Joe Park Poe: Tulane University, New Orleans, 
LA, Pollux's Work on Theatrical Antiquities:
A Commentary
Michael J. Roberts: Wesleyan University, Middle
town, CT, The Poetry o f Venantius Fortunatus:
A Critical Study
Mark L. Sosower: North Carolina State Univer
sity, Raleigh, The Pilar Library and the Venetian 
Manuscript Trade in the 16th Century

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
Richard P. Sailer: American Academy in Rome, 
New York City, The Roman Family and House
hold

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
Stewart G. Flory: Gustavus Adolphus College,
St. Peter, MN, The Tragic Voice o f Thucydides' 
History of the Peloponnesian War 
Hubert M. Martin, Jr.: University of Kentucky 
Research Foundation, Lexington, Plutarch and 
Athens
James M. May: Saint Olaf College, Northfield, 
MN, Marcus Tullius Cicero: Orator, Philosopher, 
Politician, Patriot
Matthew S. Santirocco: University of Pennsylva
nia, Philadelphia, Vergil's Aeneid in Its Augustan 
Context

SUMMER STIPENDS
Thomas W. MacKay: Brigham Young University, 
Provo, VT, Patristic Father Didymos the Blind on 
Psalm 29 (LXX 28): A Study in Exegesis 
William H. Race: Vanderbilt University, Nash
ville, TN, The Concept of Plot in Classical 
Greece

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Andrew R. Dyck: University of California, Los 
Angeles, Commentary on Cicero's On Duties 
Helene P. Foley: Columbia University, New 
York City, The Representation of Women in 
Attic Drama
John C. Magee: Columbia University, New York 
City, Boethius's Liber de Divisione: Critical Edi
tion and Commentary 
Richard J. Tarrant: Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA, A Critical Edition of Ovid's 
Metamorphoses
Robert W. Wallace: Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, MD, Music, Philosophy, and Politics 
in 5th-Century Athens: A Study o f Damon o f Oa

YOUNGER SCHOLARS 
Susan P. Belmonte: University of Georgia, 
Athens, The Decline of Mithraism in Roman 
Italy in the 4th Century
Charles A. McNelis: Columbia University, New 
York City, A Study of Propertius IV, 7 and 8, in 
the Context of Epic Poetry 
Lisa M. Miller: Lubbock High School, TX, Ver
sions o f Helen in Euripides: A Literary and His
torical Analysis
Michael F. Quinn: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
College at Geneseo, NY, Alexander the Great's 
Macedonian Aristocracy: Sycophants o f a Tyrant 
or Rivals for Homeric Excellence!1

David M. Sasson: Chapel Hill High School, NC, 
The Role o f Gifts in the Aeneid 
Stephen M. Thielke: Reed College, Portland, 
OR, The Legal and the Effective Powers o f the 
Roman Emperor in the Rule o f the Provinces 
Megan H. Williams: Stanford University, CA, 
The Eternal in Plato and the Christian Middle 
Platonists

History— Non-U.S.

COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Hugh R. Clark: Ursinus College, Collegeville,
PA, Commercial Revolution and New Elites in 
Song Fujian (China)
Alexander J. De Grand: North Carolina State 
University, Raleigh, Giovanni Giolitti and the 
Development of the Italian Liberal State, 1880- 
1922
Carole Fink: University of North Carolina, W il
mington, The Polish Minority Treaty, June 28,
1919
James T. Flynn: College of the Holy Cross, Wor
cester, MA, The Uniate Church in the Russian 
Empire
Clarke Garrett: Dickinson School of Law, Car
lisle, PA, Religion and Revolution in Southwest
ern France, 1790-98
Barbara C. Hodgdon: Drake University, Des 
Moines, Iowa, Shakespeare in Performance:
The Staging of Cultural Debates on Gender 
Rachel Jacoff: Wellesley College, MA, The 
Discourse of the Body in Dante's Comedy 
Joan R. Kent: Sweet Briar College, VA, English 
Local Government and Society, 1640-1740: 
Authority and Status in the Village/Parish 
Community
John P. LeDonne: Independent Scholar, Cam
bridge, MA, Heartland and Borderland: The 
Formation o f the Russian Empire, 1700-1825 
Lester K. Little: Smith College, Northampton, 
MA, Liturgical Maledictions in Romanesque 
France
Diane R. Marks: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Brooklyn College, New York City, The Love 
Poetry o f Charles, Duke o f Orleans: A Critical 
Study of Harley MS 682
Robert B. Marks: Whittier College, CA, Popula
tion, Class, and Market: The Dynamics o f Socio
economic Change in 18th-Century South China 
Mary B. Pickering: Pace University, New York 
City, Auguste Comte: A Critical Biography 
Randall L. Pouwels: University of Central Arkan
sas, Conway, Zanzibar and the Southern East 
African Coast, 1500-1900 
Heather F. Salamini: Bradley University, Peoria, 
IL, Popular Revolution and Its Impact on Post
revolutionary Mexican Society: A Comparative 
Approach
Sylvia Tomasch: Carleton College, Northfield, 
MN, The Medieval Geographical Imagination: 
Cartography and Literature in the Later Middle 
Ages
Judith A. Tschann: University of Redlands, CA, 
Ordinatio as Grammar: How the Scribes 
Finished The Canterbury Tales 
Deborah M. Valenze: Barnard College, New 
York City, Habits o f Industry: Women and Work 
in Industrial England, 1750-1850

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
Leonard Barkan: University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Imitation, Influence, Inspiration: The 
Theory and Practice o f Artistic Relations in the 
Renaissance
Philip D. Curtin: Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, MD, The Atlantic Plantation Com
plex, 1450-1890
Timothy E. Gregory: Ohio State University 
Research Foundation, Columbus, Archaeology 
and Ancient History: Approaches and Sources 
W. Roger Louis: University of Texas, Austin,

38 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1991



History and Literature of the British Empire 
David P. Rock: University of California, Santa 
Barbara, Economic Development and Democra
tization in Argentina and Latin America, 1890 to 
the Present
Jeffrey B. Russell: University of California, Santa 
Barbara, Intellectual and Social Dimensions o f 
Medieval Religious Dissent 
George Saliba: Columbia University, New York 
City, Islam and the Scientific Tradition 
Richard A. Strier: University of Chicago, IL, 
Renaissance and Reformation in Tudor/Stuart 
England

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
William R. Cook: SUNY Research Foundation/
College at Geneseo, NY, The 13th-Century
"Lives" o f Saint Francis o f Assisi
Thomas J. Heffernan: University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, Representative Lives: Early Medieval
Biography
Ronald B. Herzman: SUNY Research Founda
tion/College at Geneseo, NY, Chaucer's The 
Canterbury Tales
James J. O'Donnell: Bryn Mawr College, PA,
The Late Antique Bible: Saint Benedict's Rule 
and Saint Augustine's On Christian Doctrine 
William A. Stephany: University of Vermont, 
Burlington, Dante's Commedia

SUMMER STIPENDS
Walter L. Adamson: Emory University, Atlanta, 
GA, Avant-Garde Culture in Florence, 1900-25 
Clifford R. Backman: Boston University, MA,
The Kingdom of Sicily in the Reign o f Frederick 
III, 1296-1337
Beatrice S. Bartlett: Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, Central Government Archival Cura- 
torship in Ch'ing and Modern China 
Ronald B. Begley: Saint Michael's College, 
Colchester, VT, Erasmus's Apologia Adversus 
Debacchationes Petri Sutoris: An Annotated 
Translation
Jeffrey L. Bortz: Appalachian State University, 
Boone, NC, Labor and Capital in Mexico, 
1930-50
Laird Boswell: California Institute of Technol
ogy, Pasadena, Rural Communism in France, 
1920-39
Thomas E. Brennan: United States Naval Aca
demy, Annapolis, MD, Creating a National 
Market: The Early Modern Wine Trade in France 
Virginia Brown: Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies, Canada, The Urbarium (Census of 
Tithes) in Beneventan Script at Solothurn: An 
Edition and Study
Leslie Brubaker: Wheaton College, Norton, MA,
Byzantium in Transition, 730-950
Stanley M. Burstein: California State University,
Los Angeles, The Ancient Greek Encounter with
Egypt
Kathleen Mary Butler: Colgate University, 
Hamilton, NY, British Slave Compensation and 
West Indian Society, 1823-43 
James B. Collins: Georgetown University, Wash
ington, DC, Cultural Effects o f Mobility in Early 
Modern France
Carolyn A. Conley: University of Alabama, 
Birmingham, Violence in Postfamine Ireland 
Lynda L. Coon: University of Arkansas, Fayette
ville, The Refashioning o f Female Spirituality in 
the Early Middle Ages 
Ken De Bevoise: Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, Infectious Disease and Social 
Change in the 19th-Century Philippines 
Leslie C. Dunn: Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, 
NY, Music, Gender, and Sexuality in the English 
Renaissance
James R. Farr: Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, IN, Law, Morality, and Religion in 
France, 1550-1730
Stephen P. Frank: University of California, 
Riverside, Cultural Change and Social Conflict 
in Rural Russia, 1856-1917

Daniel S. Goffman: Ball State University,
Muncie, IN, Companies and Commerce in 
Ottoman Port Cities, 1600-1700 
Jennifer R. Goodman: Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Chivalry and Exploration 
Sandra L. Graham: University of Texas, Austin, 
The Failure o f the Family in 19th-Century Brazil 
Janelle Greenberg: University of Pittsburgh, PA, 
The Radical Face of the Ancient Constitution 
Atina Grossmann: Columbia University, New 
York City, Maternity and Modernity: New 
Women in Germany between the Wars 
Robert S. Haskett: University of Oregon, Eugene, 
Indians and Mine Labor in Taxco, New Spain 
David L. Howell: University of Texas, Austin,
The Creation o f Japanese Homogeneity 
Raymond A. Jonas: University of Washington, 
Seattle, Monuments o f the Catholic Right in 
19th-Century France
Pieter M. Judson: Pitzer College, Claremont, CA, 
Austrian Women and Political Activism 
Craig W. Kallendorf: Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Vergil and the Myth of Venice: 
Ideology and Printing in Renaissance Italy 
Frances Kianka: Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 
DC, The Autobiographical Writing o f Demetrios 
Kydones, a 14th-Century Byzantine Statesman 
and Scholar
Carol L. Lansing: University of Florida, Gaines
ville, Heresy and the Flesh in Medieval Orvieto 
Adele Lindenmeyr: Villanova University, PA, 
Women in Russian Philanthropy, 1762-1914 
Linne R. Mooney: University of Maine, Orono,
A Handlist of Manuscripts o f Middle English 
Prose in Trinity College, Cambridge 
Derek J. Penslar: Indiana University, Blooming
ton, The Economic Identity o f European Jewry, 
1750-1914
Daniel F. Pigg: University of Tennessee, Martin, 
Piers Plowman: Manuscript C and Medieval 
Sign Theory
Lawrence R. Poos: Catholic University of Amer
ica, Washington, DC, Family Law in English 
Manorial Courts, 1250-1600 
Karen M. Powers: Northern Arizona University, 
Flagstaff, A Comparative Study of Andean Indian 
Responses to Spanish Colonization 
Paula A. Sanders: Rice University, Houston, TX, 
The Medieval and Modern Historiography of the 
Fatimid State
Sally A. Scully: San Francisco State University, 
CA, The Trials o f a 17th-Century Venetian Witch 
Patricia S. Seleski: California State University,
San Marcos, Women and Domestic Service in 
London, 1780-1820
Steven R. Suppan: University of Missouri, 
Columbia, Spanish Humanism and Imperialism, 
1492-1580
Tadeusz A. Swietochowski: Monmouth College, 
West Long Branch, NJ, Russia and a Divided 
Azerbaijan
Hugh M. Thomas: University of Miami, Coral 
Gables, FL, Assimilation between Anglo-Saxons 
and Normans, 1066-1215 
Ralph V. Turner: Florida State University, Talla
hassee, King John of England and the Loss of 
Normandy
Robert W. Ulery, Jr.: Wake Forest University,
Winton-Salem, NC, Medieval Latin Commentary
on the Works o f Sallust
Lynne Viola: University of Toronto, Canada,
Peasant Rebels under Stalin
David W. Walker: Radford University, VA,
Homegrown Revolution: Agrarian Protest in
Eastern Durango, Mexico, 1914-16
Steven M. Zdatny: Augustana College, Rock
Island, IL, A History o f the Hairdressing Trades
in 20th-Century France

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS

Jean M. Allman: University of Missouri, Colum
bia, The Dynamics o f Mothering and Social 
Change in Asante, West Africa, 1850-1957 
Kathryn Bernhardt: University of California, Los

Angeles, Women and the Law in Republican 
China: Marriage, Divorce, and Property, 1912-49 
John Brewer: University of California, Los 
Angeles, The Transformation of Culture in 18th- 
Century Britain
Mary J. Carruthers: University of Illinois, 
Chicago, Orality, Literacy, and Memory in 
Medieval Vernacular Literature 
Marilyn S. Coetzee: Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, Urbanization, Politics, and Culture 
in Imperial Germany
Charles A. Hale: University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Liberalism and the Mexican Revolution 
Laura J. Kendrick: Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, NJ, Writing and Illumination in the 
Middle Ages
Jane L. Landers: University of Florida, Gaines
ville, African-American Life in Colonial Spanish 
Florida
Michael Lieb: University of Illinois, Chicago, 
Occult and Visionary Mentalities in the 
Renaissance
Tim W. Machan: Marquette University, Milwau
kee, Wl, Textual Criticism and the Medieval Text 
Beatrice F. Manz: Tufts University, Medford, MA, 
Ethnicity and Cultural Loyalty in Timurid Society, 
1400-50
Elizabeth W. Poe: Tulane University, New 
Orleans, LA, A Study o f 14th- and 15th-Century 
Occitan Lyric Poetry
Janet Polasky: University of New Hampshire, 
Durham, Revolutionary Reforms in the Second 
International
David S. Powers: Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 
Law and Society in Muslim North Africa, 1350- 
1500
Charles M. Radding: Michigan State University,
East Lansing, Masters, Schools, and Studia in
11th- and 12th-Century Europe
Donald J. Raleigh: University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, Civil War in Saratov Province,
1918-22
Elizabeth A. Rowe: Stanford University, CA, 
Literature and History in Late 14th-Century 
Iceland: An Analysis of Flateyjarbok 
Peter Sahlins: University of California, Berkeley, 
The Creation of France and Its Frontiers Since 
the 17th Century
Stefan Tanaka: Clark University, Worcester, MA, 
Defining a Japanese Aesthetic Tradition 
Robert Tittler: Concordia University, Canada, 
The Reformation and the Towns in England, 
1540-1600
Luise S. White: University of Minnesota, Minne
apolis, History and Popular Culture in East and 
Central Africa

YOUNGER SCHOLARS

Wendy L. Anderson: Reynolds High School, 
Winston-Salem, NC, Bartolome de las Casas:
The First Advocate o f Human Rights in the New 
World
Jessica S. Bayne: Columbia University, New 
York City, A Hagiographic Study of the Legend 
and Cult o f Saint Mary Magdalene in France, 
1100-1700
Needhi Bhalla: Lawrence High School, Cedar-
hurst, NY, Reevaluation o f the Aryan-Dravidian
Assimilation Myth in India
Michelle G. Briseno: Arizona State University,
Tempe, Models o f Womanhood: Fashioning the
Self in the Middle Ages
Daniel M. Bryson: Gordon College, Wenham,
MA, De Singularitate Clericorum: Clerical
Immorality and Celibacy in the Early Church
Catherine J. Coan: University of Puget Sound,
Tacoma, WA, The York Cycle and Medieval
Iconography
Jennifer M. Corn: Marshall University, Hunting
ton, WV, The Political and Diplomatic Career o f 
Thomas Boleyn
Noah R. Feldman: Harvard University, Cam
bridge, MA, Metaphor, Imagination, and Truth: 
Medieval Philosophers on Poetry
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Christopher C. Gillis: Mount Saint Mary's Col
lege, Emmitsburg, MD, The Historical Signifi
cance o f Windmill and Water M ill Technology 
in Late Feudal France
Jennifer W. Glos: Columbus School for Girls, 
OH, Leadership and Machiavelli: A Conceptual 
Study
Sarah E. Gordon: College of Marin, Kentfield, 
CA, The 1 1 90 Excavation of King Arthur's Grave 
and Its Effect on Three 15th-Century Works 
Lauren M. Gray: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
Stony Brook, NY, The Philosophy of Action:
A Study o f Chernyshevsky and Lavrov
Douglas J. Guthrie: University of Chicago, IL,
Chinese Political Culture in a Changing World,
1900-16: The Case of Yuan Shih-k'ai
Sarah L. Hall: Columbus School for Girls, Bexley,
OH, T. E. Lawrence: Man or Myth
Lori A. Jancik: Butler University, Indianapolis, IN,
Jean-Baptiste Carrier and the Terror
Katherine E. Prince: Ohio Wesleyan University,
Delaware, Julian of Norwich: Revelations of a
Loving God
Matthew F. Strozier: Berkeley-Carroll School, 
New York City, Gandhi and Origins of Non
violence in South Africa 
Kurt N. Stubbins: Marlboro College, VT, The 
Roots o f Radical Civic Responsibility: A Study of 
Alexander Herzen

History— U.S.
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Charles W. Cheape: Loyola College, Baltimore, 
MD, Walter S. Carpenter: The Biography o f a 
Manager and Businessman 
George B. Cotkin: California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo, From Religious to 
Social Reconstruction: Public Philosophy in 
America, Emerson through Dewey 
Stanley Harrold: South Carolina State College, 
Orangeburg, In the Shadow of Slavery: The Role 
of Southern Antislavery Action in Abolitionist 
Reform Culture
Sally G. McMillen: Davidson College, NC, The 
Southern Sunday School Movement and the 
Socialization of Children, 1870-1920 
James H. Merrell: Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, 
NY, Cultural Brokers o f Colonial Pennsylvania: 
Mediators between Indians and Colonists on the 
Early American Frontier
Donald L. Miller: Lafayette College, Easton, PA, 
City o f the Century: Chicago, 1893 
Lynda J. Morgan: Mount Holyoke College,
South Hadley, MA, Slavery and the Decline of 
the Atlantic System: Virginia, 1800-60 
Katherine G. Morrissey: Williams College, 
Williamstown, MA, The Concept o f Regionalism 
in American History: The Inland Empire, 1870- 
1920, as a Case Study
Mary C. Neth: Virginia Polytechnic Institute & 
State University, Blacksburg, Gender, Com
munity, and the Foundations of Modern Agri
business in the United States, 1900-40 
James A. Sandos: University of Redlands, CA, 
The Christian Conversion of California: Myth 
and History
Ronald W. Schatz: Wesleyan University, Middle
town, CT, The Industrial Relations Profession: 
From the Progressive Era to the Present

HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Judy A. Chesen: Wilberforce University, OH, 
Ph.D. in History
Mary F. Greene: Allen University, Columbia, SC, 
Ph.D. in American History 
Louis Williams: Prairie View A&M University, TX, 
Ph.D. in American History

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
John P. Diggins: University of California, Irvine, 
Topics in Modern American Intellectual History

Michael P. Johnson: University of California, Irvine, 
Slavery and Freedom in the American South 
Thomas Kessner: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Graduate School & Univ. Center, New York 
City, The Making o f Modern America, 1918-41

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS

Robert C. Carriker: Gonzaga University, Spo
kane, WA, Coues's History of the Expedition 
under the Command of Lewis and Clark 
Kenneth T. Jackson: Columbia University, New 
York City, Classic Studies in American Urban 
and Social History
Robert F. Jones: Fordham University, New York 
City, Thomas Jefferson: Political Thought and 
Action
Phillip S. Paludan: University of Kansas, Law
rence, Society, Slavery, and Civil War 
Elisabeth T. Perry: Vanderbilt University, Nash
ville, TN, Feminist Classics in American Culture,
1850-1930

SUMMER STIPENDS

Tyler G. Anbinder: University of Wyoming, 
Laramie, The Know-Nothing Party in the North
ern United States
Virginia D. Anderson: University of Colorado, 
Boulder, Culture and Agriculture in Colonial 
New England
Susan H. Armitage: Washington State Univer
sity, Pullman, Women and Community Building 
on the Western Frontier, 1870-1900 
James H. Broussard: Lebanon Valley College, 
Annville, PA, From Republicanism to Democ
racy, 1815-28: American Political Culture in the 
Era o f Good Feeling
Keith R. Burich: Canisius College, Buffalo, NY, 
The Two Worlds of Henry Adams 
Joanna D. Cowden: California State University, 
Chico, Researching New York City's Civil War 
Mayor, Fernando Wood
Paula S. Fass: University of California, Berkeley, 
Child Abduction and Kidnapping in the United 
States
Nancy F. Gabin: Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, IN, Women's Work in Indiana: Farms 
and Factories since 1880
Maurice H. Isserman: Hamilton College, Clinton, 
NY, The Decline and Fall of the New Left, 1968-73 
John S. Jacobs: Independent Scholar, Albany,CA, 
Powerbroker on the Left: The Life and Times of 
Congressman Phillip Burton 
Paul A. Kens: Southwest Texas State University, 
San Marcos, Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
Field's Bid for the 1880 and 1884 Democratic 
Nomination
Regina G. Kunzel: Williams College, Williams
town, MA, Evangelicals, Social Workers, and 
Unmarried Mothers, 1890-1945 
Peter C. Mancall: University of Kansas, Law
rence, Indians, Colonists, and the Liquor Trade 
in British America
Mark D. McColloch: University of Pittsburgh, 
Greensburg, PA, Prosperity and Struggle: The 
Westinghouse Workers, 1950-70 
Arthur F. McEvoy: Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, Causation and Uncertainty in 20th- 
Century U.S. Industrial Safety Law 
Gregory H. Nobles: Georgia Institute of Tech
nology, Atlanta, The Imposition of Order on the 
Early American Frontier
George C. Rable: Anderson University, IN, The 
Confederate States of America: A Revolution 
against Politics
Robert P. Reed: Western Maryland College, 
Westminister, Becoming American: The Radical 
Committees during the Revolution 
Daniel K. Richter: Dickinson College, Carlisle, 
PA, Indians and the State of Pennsylvania in the 
Early Republic
Marilyn J. Westerkamp: University of California, 
Santa Cruz, Anne Hutchinson, Sectarian Mysti
cism, and the Puritan Order

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS 
Fred W. Anderson: University of Colorado, 
Boulder, War and Revolution in the Making of 
the American Republic, 1750-91 
James L. Axtell: College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, VA, The Confluence of Cultures 
in Colonial North America 
John M. Cooper, Jr.: University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, The Struggle over American Member
ship in the League of Nations 
Noble E. Cunningham, Jr.: University of Mis
souri, Columbia, The Presidency of James 
Monroe, 1817-25
Leonard 0. Dinnerstein: University of Arizona, 
Tucson, A History o f American Anti-Semitism 
Maureen A. Flanagan: Michigan State Univer
sity, East Lansing, Politics and Political Culture 
in Chicago, 1871-1922 
David E. Hamilton: University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, A Biography o f Mordecai Ezekiel 
Thomas E. Jeffrey: Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, NJ, A Biography o f Thomas Lanier 
Clingman
Cathy D. Matson: University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, Economic Freedom and Political 
Liberty in 18th-Century New York City 
Phillip D. Morgan: Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, The World o f an Anglo-Jamaican 
in the 18th Century
Lucy E. Salyer: University of New Hampshire, 
Durham, Courts, Politics, and the Regulation of 
Immigration, 1891-1924 
Joe W. Trotter: Carnegie-Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Black Life, Work, and Culture in 
the Urban Deep South, 1910-40 
Gerald Zahavi: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
Albany, NY, Working-Class Culture, Commu
nism, and Community in 20th-Century America,
1919-55

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Andrew M. Biehn: Woodberry Forest School, VA, 
George C. Marshall and the Making of U.S. 
Policy towards China, 1945-49 
Amy B. Connelly: Mount Saint Mary's College, 
Emmitsburg, MD, The Two Worlds of Frederick 
Douglass: A Comparison of Slavery in Baltimore 
City and Talbot County
Kelly M. Ewing: Richland Northeast High School, 
Columbia, SC, War or Peace: A Civil War Case 
Study o f the Palmer Women 
Kunal D. Kanitkar: Richland Northeast High 
School, Columbia, SC, Northern Views of Blacks 
in Coastal South Carolina during the Civil War 
and Reconstruction
Harlan V. Koff: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
Binghamton, NY, A Community Study of French- 
Canadians in Worcester, Massachusetts, since 
1890
Monica C. La Belle: Gonzaga Preparatory 
School, Spokane, WA, Gone with the Wind as 
a Historical Work
Silas N. Langley: Fresno Pacific College, CA, 
America, the Cold War, and the Rights of the Pac
ifist Conscience: Arthur Jost vs. the United States 
John A. Liberatos: College of Charleston, SC, 
Charleston's Free Person of Color: 1800-60 
Michelle K. Minchew: University of Hawaii,
Hilo, The Kamehameha School and the Educa
tion o f Native Hawaiians 
Jeanette M. Rehac: Maryvale High School, 
Cheektowaga, NY, Propaganda in a Democracy: 
George Creel and the Committee erf Public 
Information during World War I 
Noam H. Saxonhouse: Greenhills School, Ann 
Arbor, Ml, Lewis Cass: Compromise within a 
Democratic System in the 1830s 
Brian H. Shuldenfrei: Lawrence High School, 
Cedarhurst, NY, The White Man's Indian: Racism 
and Ethnocentrism in Indian-White Relations 
Elizabeth J. Siebel: The Thacher School, Ojai, 
CA, Public Expectations and Private Realities:
A Study o f Black and White Women in the Ante
bellum South
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Eric T. Slauter: Northwestern University, Evan
ston, IL, Education and Entertainment: Women 
and Polite Education, 1765-70 
Todd M. Stevens: University of Virginia, Char
lottesville, The Chinese Community and Racial 
Discrimination in California: 1850-92 
Rosalee M. Temple: Western Washington Uni
versity, Bellingham, The Journal o f James Morris 
Amy L. Weinberger: Monona Grove High 
School, Wl, John Adams in the Eyes o f His 
Contemporaries
Jessica Wilson: Lawrence High School, Cedar- 
hurst, NY, "Brigid" and Other Daughters o f Erin: 
Cultural Change among 19th-Century Irish- 
Americans

Interdisciplinary

COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
John F. Andrews: Independent Scholar, Wash
ington, DC, This Our Lofty Scene: The Assassi
nation of Lincoln as a Reenactment o f Shake
spearean Tragedy
Jerold Auerbach: Wellesley College, MA, Amer
ican Jews and Israel: In Search o f a Diaspora 
Identity
Doris G. Bargen: University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, Spirit Possession in The Tale of Genji 
Lawrence B. Breitborde: Beloit College, Wl, The 
20th-Century Urban Kru: Sociocultural Diversity 
and Institutional Organization in a West African 
City
Selwyn R. Cudjoe: Wellesley College, MA, The 
Intellectual Legacy of C. L. R. James 
Mary G. De Jong: Pennsylvania State University, 
Sharon, Heart-Songs and Hymns: Hymnody and 
Power in 19th-Century America 
Jan M. Fritz: California State University, San 
Bernardino, Charles Goode Gomillion's Passion 
for Justice: A Biographical Study 
Michael Nylan: Bryn Mawr College, PA, A Con
cise History o f the Five Classics o f Confucianism 
Nicholas Papayanis: CUNY Research Founda
tion/Brooklyn College, New York City, Public 
Transportation in Paris, 1789-1914 
David E. Shi: Davidson College, NC, The Age of 
Realism: American Thought and Culture, 1855-
1920
Amritjit Singh: Rhode Island College, Providence, 
Richard Wright and His Politics: An Intellectual 
Biography
Martha H. Verbrugge: Bucknell University, 
Lewisburg, PA, Women and Physical Education 
in America, 1880-1980

HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 
Raoul Kulberg: University of the District of 
Columbia, Washington, DC, Ph.D. in American 
Culture Studies

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
William L. Andrews: University of Kansas,
Lawrence, The Slave Narrative Tradition in
African-American Literature
Sander L. Gilman: Cornell University, Ithaca, NY,
Freud and the Culture of His Time
Susan Gubar: Indiana University, Bloomington,
Feminist Criticism and Female Literary Traditions
in the First Half o f the 20th Century
Joan L. Richards: Brown University, Providence,
Rl, Science and the Enlightenment as Seen
through the Encyclopedie

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS 
Elizabeth H. Bellmer: Trinity College, Washing
ton, DC, The Origin of Species: The Victorian 
Milieu of Science and Religion 
Martha H. Brown: Old Dominion University, 
Norfolk, VA, African-American Women's Auto
biography
Miles Orvell: Temple University, Philadelphia, 
PA, The American Documentary Movement o f

the 1930s: Lorentz, Lange, Wright, Dos Passos, 
Steinbeck, Agee
Frank R. Podgorski: Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, NJ, Masters o f Chinese Wisdom: Con
fucius, Lao-Tzu, Chu Hsi 
Stephen R. Van Luchene: Saint John's College, 
Santa Fe, NM, Plato's Republic and Euclid's 
Elements
Arthur Zilversmit: Lake Forest College, IL, 
American History/American Autobiography

SUMMER STIPENDS
Mary K. Cayton: Miami University, Oxford, OH, 
Print and American Democracy: 19th-Century 
Cincinnati as a Case Study 
Gale E. Christianson: Indiana State University, 
Terre Haute, Astronomer Edwin Hubble: A Bio
graphy, 1889-1953
James A. Clifton: Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, Rise and Fall of the Wyandots, 
1743-1843
James C. Evans: University of Puget Sound, 
Tacoma, WA, Physical Truth and Mathematical 
Artifice in Ancient Greek Astronomy 
Judith E. Fryer: University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, Women's Camera Work 
Donna R. Gabaccia: Mercy College, Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, A History of Immigrant Women in 
the United States, 1820 to the Present 
Alma Gottlieb: University of Illinois, Urbana,
A Parallel World: A Memoir o f Africa 
Philip Graham: University of Illinois, Urbana,
A Parallel World: A Memoir o f Africa 
Karen V. Hansen: Brandeis University, Waltham, 
MA, The Social World o f Laborers, 1820-60 
Dolan Hubbard: University of Tennessee, Knox
ville, The Sermon and Black American Literary 
Imagination
Douglas M. Jesseph: Illinois Institute of Technol
ogy, Chicago, The Hobbes-Wallis Dispute 
Karl Kroeber: Columbia University, New York 
City, Oral Traditions in Yurok Myths 
Cynthia M. Larson: Boston University, MA, 
Frances Kemble's 1835 Journal: A Critical and 
Unabridged Edition
Edward T. Linenthal: University of Wisconsin, 
Oshkosh, The United States Holocaust Memo
rial Museum
Peter F. Meiksins: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
College at Geneseo, NY, Engineering Ethics:
A Social Historical View 
James A. Miller: Trinity College, Hartford, CT, 
African-American Cultural Politics in the 1930s 
Jody E. Myers: California State University, North- 
ridge, Z. H. Kalischer, 1795-1875, and the Rise 
of Religious Activism
Kathryn M. Olesko: Georgetown University, 
Washington, DC, The Meaning o f Precision:
The Utility o f Exact Experiment in 19th-Century 
Prussia
Leslie B. Pincus: University of California, Los 
Angeles, The Popular Front Cultural Movement 
in Kyoto in the 1930s 
Kathryn E. Ratcliff: Marlboro College, VT,
Family and Community in a Midwest Suburb, 
1890-1920
Timothy D. Shanahan: Loyola Marymount 
University, Los Angeles, CA, Chance as an 
Explanatory Factor in Evolutionary Biology 
Patricia L. Swann: United States Army Com
mand-General Staff College, Leavenworth, KS,
In the Wake of the Exodusters: Black Culture 
and Community in the Towns of Late 19th- 
Century Kansas
Margaret Trawick: Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges, Geneva, NY, Sexual Power and Sexual 
Violence in Tamil Culture 
Arleen M. Tuchman: Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, TN, Feminism and Scientific Medi
cine: The Life and Times of Marie Zakrzewska, 
1829-1909

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Desley A. Deacon: University of Texas, Austin,
A Biography of Sociologist, Anthropologist, and

Feminist Intellectual Elsie Clews Parsons, 1874- 
1941
Judith D. Kornblatt: University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Judaism and the Russian Orthodox 
Renaissance
Jack M. Kugelmass: University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Going Home: How American Jews 
Invent the Old Country
James E. Miller: Brown University, Providence,
Rl, A Biography o f Michael Foucault
Ross L. Miller: University of Connecticut, Storrs,
Tall Buildings and the Making o f the Modern City
Janice A. Radway: Duke University, Durham, NC,
The Book-of-the-Month Club and the General
Reader

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Jorge A. Avalos: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
City College, New York City, The Aztec Chil
dren: A Case Study o f the Misrepresentation of 
Ethnic Groups in Popular Culture 
Seth J. Barron: Trinity University, San Antonio, 
TX, The Influence of Comic Forms upon 20th- 
Century Jewish-American Fiction 
Allison W. Brownell: Denton High School, TX, 
The Archetypal Heroine in Alcott's Work, 
Chopin's Awakening, and Wharton's House of 
Mirth
D. Graham Burnett: Princeton University, NJ, 
Cutting the Strange and Wonderful Glass: Lens 
Grinding Technology in the 17th Century 
Edward P. Denious: Emory University, Atlanta, 
GA, Harmony, Perspective, and the Infinity of 
Mathematical Space: A Study o f Brook Taylor 
Jennifer K. Gibson: University of Montana, 
Missoula, Dona Marina, The Virgin of Guada
lupe, and Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz: Models o f 
Mexican Womanhood
Eric L. Goldstein: Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 
Surviving Together: African Americans and Jews 
in Annapolis, 1885-1968 
Daniel R. Goodman: Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA, Post-Newtonian British Natural 
Theology, ca. 1680-1720: A Critical Case Study 
of Kuhnian Historiography 
Dayo F. Gore: Northwestern University, Evan
ston, IL, The Black Women's Era: Black Women 
Writers in the 19th Century 
Matthew B. Grice: PlatteviIle High School, Wl,
A History o f the Biological Consequences of 
Columbus's Discovery: The Full Significance of 
1492
Daniela M. Halliburton: Northwest State Uni
versity, Natchitoches, LA, Women and Social 
Mores in Kate Chopin's Cane River Fiction 
Agnes Y. Huang: Irvine High School, CA, The 
Search for an Asian-American Identity through 
the Works o f Maxine Hong Kingston 
Jennifer L. Imsande: Brainerd Senior High, MN, 
How They Fared: Married Women and the 
Depression, Crow Wing County, Minnesota 
Robert G. Ingram: University of the South, 
Sewanee, TN, Frank Owsley and His Agrarian 
Literary Friends
Marianna L. Johann: Genesee High School, ID, 
Influence of Missionaries on the Religious Music 
of the Nez Perce Tribe
Shulamith D. Kang: Cornell University, Ithaca, 
NY, Women as Intellectuals: Literature and 
History in Villette
Margaret M. Koehler: Hornell High School, NY, 
Women in the Abolitionist Movement: A Case 
Study of Rochester, New York 
Susan A. McDonough: Hunter College High 
School, New York City, An Analysis o f the Role 
of Gender during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth I 
of England
Ari I. Mukamal: Lawrence High School, Cedar- 
hurst, NY, The Social Milieu of Baghdad's Jews: 
An Oral History
Catherine O'Neill: Harvard University, Cam
bridge, MA, Patrick Ford and The Irish World:
A Study in Irish Immigration and Journalism 
Lisandro J. Perez: Belen Jesuit Preparatory,
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Miami, FL, Cigarmaking among Cubans in 
Miami: Documenting an Ethnic Tradition 
Amina M. Quargnali-Linsley: University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, Cooperation and Conflict 
in the Southwest: Redefining the American Dream 
Kirsten L. Scheid: Columbia University, New 
York City, From Traditional to Tourist Art: A 
Study o f the Aesthetic Transition in Balinese 
Drawing, 1930-80
Diane E. Simon: Columbia University, New York 
City, The Jewish Writer's Woman: Ghetto 
Literature in Historical Perspective 
Adam R. Spiegel: Phoenix Country Day School, 
Paradise Valley, AZ, Lucretius and His Influence 
on Western Thought
Jeannine M. Strunk: Fort Atkinson High School,
Wl, The Poetry o f Lorine Niedecker
Robert D. Taken Alive: Mary College, Bismarck,
ND, Sitting Bull: A Reexamination of His Death
from a Hunkpapa Perspective
Jason C. Van Boom: Thomas Aquinas College,
Santa Paula, CA, Karl Popper and the Testing of
Scientific Hypotheses
Jenny C. Wang: University of Notre Dame, IN, 
The American Influence on Hu Shih's Thought 
Sarah A. Wikswo: University School of Nash
ville, TN, Cesare Beccaria's Penal Reform: 
Human Rights in the Enlightenment

Jurisprudence
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
John E. Finn: Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
CT, Constitutional Literacy as a Conception of 
Citizenship

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
Lief H. Carter: University of Washington,
Seattle, Constitutionalism as Civil Religion 
Donald P. Kommers: University of Notre Dame, 
IN, American Constitutionalism in Comparative 
Perspective
David J. Luban: University of Maryland, College 
Park, The Changing Roles o f the American 
Judge: A Philosophical Approach

SUMMER STIPENDS
Lynda L. Butler: College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, VA, Political Theory, Property 
Rights, and the Environment

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Stephen R. Munzer: University of California, Los 
Angeles, The Human Body and Property Rights

YOUNGER SCHOLARS 
Brooke A. Russell: Columbia University, New 
York City, Miscegenation Law and Changing 
Ideologies o f Race in Postbellum Virginia

Language and Linguistics
HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 
Brenda V. DoHarris: Howard University, 
Washington, DC, Ph.D. in English

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
Anatoly Liberman: University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Common Features o f the Germanic 
Group o f Languages
Randolph D. Pope: Washington University,
St. Louis, MO, Spanish Autobiography in the 
European Context

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
John R. Rosenberg: Brigham Young University, 
Provo, UT, Camilo Jose Cela and the Modern Novel

SUMMER STIPENDS
Edwin L. Battistella: University of Alabama, 
Birmingham, The Historical Analysis o f English 
Word Order

John C. Brereton: University of Massachusetts, 
Boston, The Rise o f Composition Studies in 
America, 1875-1925
Marcus P. Bullock: University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Walter Benjamin: An Intellectual 
Biography
Douglas J. Daniels: Montana State University, 
Bozeman, T he French Broadcast Media,
1982-92
Richard L. Enos: Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, PA, The Origin o f Hellenic Rhetoric 
Jared S. Klein: University of Georgia, Athens,
A Linguistic Study of the Gothic, Classical 
Armenian, and Old Church Slavic Gospels 
Robert Miraldi: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
College at New Paltz, NY, The Journalism of 
Charles Edward Russell, 1860-1941 
David A. Odden: Ohio State University, Colum
bus, Tone Systems in the Southern Tanzanian 
Bantu Language
Lori D. Repetti: SUNY Research Foundation/ 
Stony Brook, NY, Place Names in the Bobbio 
Monastery Documents, 614 to 999: A Linguistic 
Study

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Richard W. Bailey: University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, The Origins o f the Oxford English 
Dictionary
Claudia M. Brugman: University of California, 
Berkeley, A Humanistic Study o f Selected Verb 
Forms
Theodore J. Cachey: University of Notre Dame, 
IN, An Italian Literary History o f the New World 
Encounter
Leon C. Chai: University of Illinois, Urbana, 
Jonathan Edwards and the Limits o f Rationalism 
Michael B. Montgomery: University of South 
Carolina, Columbia, The Language o f the Colo
nial American Backcountry 
Wilhelm F. Nicolaisen: SUNY Research Founda
tion/Binghamton, NY, Dictionary o f Pictish 
Place Names
Ted R. Supalla: University of Rochester, NY, 
Cross-Linguistic Comparisons o f Signed 
Languages
Robert M. Vago: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Queens College, Flushing, NY, Compensatory 
Lengthening in Hungarian 
Olga T. Yokoyama: Harvard University, Cam
bridge, MA, Speaker/Hearer-Oriented Factors in 
Russian Grammar

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
James W. Manning: Conard High School, West
Hartford, CT, An Analysis o f Post-Mao Chinese
Society as Reflected in Contemporary Short
Stories
Jeffrey S. Reznick: University of Rochester, NY, 
Fantasy and Faith in the Literature o f Julian of 
Norwich, Ted Hughes, and Pete Townshend 
Ralph E. Rodriguez: Old Dominion University, 
Norfolk, VA, Foregrounding in the Poetry of 
e. e. cummings

Literature
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
Dieter W. Adolphs: Michigan Technological 
University, Houghton, Thomas Mann in 
America: The Years o f Exile, 1934-52 
Abbe M. Blum: Swarthmore College, PA,
A Notable Passion of Wonder: A Study o f an 
Enacted Emotion in Shakespearean Romance 
Fran E. Chalfant: West Georgia College, Carroll
ton, The London of Thomas Hardy 
Barbara T. Cooper: University of New Hamp
shire, Durham, Reenactments: Tragedy and 
History in the Theater of Restoration France 
Mary C. Davlin: Rosary College, River Forest, IL, 
English Religious Art and Its Relation to Piers 
Plowman
Margaret M. Gullette: Schlesinger Library,

Cambridge, MA, The Middle Years o f Life as 
Decline in English and American Novels 
Barbara L. Harman: Wellesley College, MA,
In Promiscuous Company: Female Public Appear
ance in the 19th-Century English Novel 
Anne H. Hawkins: Wesleyan University, Middle
town, CT, A Study o f Pathography: Myth, Meta
phor, and Ideology in Narratives about Illness 
Carol Holly: Saint Olaf College, Northfield, MN, 
The Autobiographies o f Henry James 
Jefferson E. Hunter: Smith College, Northamp
ton, MA, Literary Encounters with Poverty 
Carlos Jerez-Farran: University of Notre Dame, 
IN, The Theater o f Federico Garcia Lorca and 
the Hidden Sources o f His Inspiration 
Madeleine H. Kahn: Mills College, Oakland, CA, 
The Interplay o f Rhetoric and Gender in the 
18th- and 19th-Century English Novel 
Jack R. Lundbom: Independent Scholar, Sweden, 
The Book of Jeremiah: A Commentary for the 
Anchor Bible
Charlotte C. Morse: Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Richmond, The Clerk's Tale:
An Edition for the Variorum Chaucer 
Ronald Sanders: Independent Scholar, New 
York City, A Biography o f Isaac Bashevis Singer 
Etsuko T. Terasaki: Independent Scholar, Ithaca, 
NY, The Mirror o f Desire, Poetic Madness, and 
the Contextualization of Legend in Kan'ami's Plays 
Robert K. Wallace: Northern Kentucky Univer
sity, Highland Heights, Melville after Turner,
1851-91
Jack Weiner: Northern Illinois University, De 
Kalb, An Unpublished Refranero of Sebastian de 
Horozco, 1510-81: Transcription and Analysis

HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Anthony J. Bolden: Dillard University, New 
Orleans, LA, Ph.D. in American Studies 
Dorothy F. Henderson: Florida A&M University, 
Tallahassee, Ph.D. in American Literature 
Mary H. McManus: Bowie State University, MD, 
Ph.E). in American Literature

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
Dudley Andrew: University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Film, Literature, and Culture in Interwar France 
Barbara C. Bowen: Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, TN, Rabelais and the Renaissance 
Sense o f the Comic
Leslie Brisman: Yale University, New Haven, CT, 
The Bible as Literature: Theory and Practice 
David L. Bromwich: Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, The Revolution Debate and English 
Literature in the 1790s
Leo Damrosch: Harvard University, Cambridge, 
MA, Rousseau and Blake: Inventing the Modern 
Imagination
John M. Foley: University of Missouri, Columbia, 
The Oral Tradition in Literature 
Erica Harth: Radcliffe College, Cambridge, MA, 
Gender and Narrative in Early Modem France 
Anton Kaes: University of California, Berkeley, 
Modernity and Its Discontents: Film, Literature, 
and Popular Culture in the Weimar Republic 
Nancy K. Miller: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Graduate School & Univ. Center, New York 
City, Autobiographical Acts: Gender/Culture/ 
Writing/Theory
Gary S. Morson: Northwestern University, Evan
ston, IL, The Counter-Tradition of the Russian 
Novel: Theory and Practice 
James Phelan: Ohio State University, Columbus, 
Issues in the Rhetorical Theory o f Narrative 
Martin Stevens: Columbia University, New York 
City, Shakespeare and the Native Dramatic 
Tradition
Judith Wilt: Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, 
Political and Religious Romance in the English 
Novel

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS 
Edward J. Ahearn: Brown University, Providence, 
Rl, The Paris o f Balzac, Baudelaire, and Flaubert
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Philip R. Berk: University of Rochester, NY,
Moliere: The Major Comedies
James S. Cutsinger: University of South Carolina,
Columbia, Coleridge and the Imagination
Robert Felgar: Jacksonville State University, AL,
The Achievement of Richard Wright
Giles B. Gunn: University of California, Santa
Barbara, Herman Melville's Moby-Dick
Jay L. Halio: University of Delaware, Newark,
Shakespeare: Enacting the Text
Sue Ellen Holbrook: Southern Connecticut State
University, New Haven, Reading Sir Thomas
Malory's Arthuriad, Le Morte D'Arthur
Carl F. Hovde: Columbia University, New York
City, The Poetry o f Walt Whitman and Emily
Dickinson
Lewis Kamm: Southeastern Massachusetts Uni
versity, North Dartmouth, Emile Zola's Germinal: 
From Romanticism to the "New Novel"
Ulrich C. Knoepflmacher: Princeton University, 
NJ, American and British Children's Classics 
Lawrence L. Langer: Simmons College, Boston, 
MA, Literature o f the Holocaust 
August J. Nigro: Kutztown University, PA, Thomas 
Hardy and T. S. Eliot: Literature and Landscape 
John C. Olmsted: Oberlin College, OH, Novels 
by 1 9th-Century British Women 
Noel E. Polk: University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg, Selected Works of William Faulkner 
David M. Robinson: Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, Nature and Society in American Tran
scendentalism: Emerson, Fuller, and Thoreau 
Peter M. Schaeffer: University of California, 
Davis, Goethe's Faust: Quest and Fulfillment 
Daniel R. Schwarz: Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 
Reading Joyce's Ulysses 
John E. Sitter: Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 
Swift and Twain: Satiric Contrasts 
Richard Vernier: Wayne State University,
Detroit, Ml, The Craft o f French Verse: Hugo, 
Verlaine, and Mallarme
Celia E. Weller: Whitman College, Walla Walla, 
WA, Cervantes' Quixote and Persiles: Novel and 
Romance
Albert Wertheim: Indiana University, Blooming
ton, Contemporary Literature from Africa, the 
West Indies, and the Pacific

SUMMER STIPENDS
Lawrence I. Berkove: University of Michigan, 
Dearborn, The Evolution of Ambrose Bierce's 
Fiction
Alvaro F. Bolanos: Tulane University, New 
Orleans, LA, Romances o f Chivalry in the First 
Representations o f the American Indian 
Robert H. Brinkmeyer: University of Mississippi, 
University, Fascism, the Democratic Revival, 
and the Southern Writer 
M. Elaine Brown: New York Institute of Tech
nology, Old Westbury, The Horatian Imitations 
of Jonathan Swift
Matei A. Calinescu: Indiana University, Bloom
ington, On Reading and Rereading Literary Texts 
Eva S. Chou: New York University, New York 
City, The Literature of the T'ang Dynasty, 618-906 
Ed Cohen: Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
NJ, Naturalism and Representation o f Late 19th- 
Century London Poverty 
Ronald J. Corthell: Kent State University, OH, 
John Donne and Postreformation English 
Catholicism
Lewis M. Dabney: University of Wyoming, 
Laramie, Edmund Wilson's The Sixties 
Laurent C. Dechery: Gustavus Adolphus College, 
St. Peter, MN, Maxims and Aphorisms in the 
Enlightenment
John F. Desmond: Whitman College, Walla 
Walla, WA, Walker Percy and the Confluence 
of Art and Science
Ralph A. DiFranco: University of Denver, CO, 
The Early Poems of Diego Hurtado de Mendoza 
Ian H. Duncan: Yale University, New Haven,CT, 
Scott's Novels and the Politics o f Influence in 
Edinburgh, 1815-30

William H. Epstein: University of Arizona, Tuc
son, Professing the 18th Century: The Growth of 
a Discipline
Daniel E. Fleming: New York University, New 
York City, Ancient Syrian Religion: The Ritual 
Texts from Emar
Bonnie K. Frederick: Washington State Univer
sity, Pullman, Women Writers of the Argentine 
Generation of 1880
Roger S. Gilbert: Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 
Example as Metaphor in American Poetry 
Carol A. Gilbertson: Luther College, Decorah, IA, 
T. S. Eliot's Evolving Quest for The Waste Land:
A Textual Study
Christopher L.GoGwilt: Fordham University, New 
York City, Joseph Conrad and the Invention of the 
West
George J. Gutsche: Northern Illinois University, 
De Kalb, Pushkin as Editor and Publisher 
Sabine Hake: University of Pittsburgh, PA,
The Return of Physiognomy in Weimar Culture 
Michael A. Heller: Roanoke College, Salem, VA, 
The Rhetoric o f Nonviolence of 18th-Century 
Quaker John Woolman 
Richard C. Helt: Northern Arizona University, 
Flagstaff, Hermann Hesse's Notturni as a Body 
of His Early Poetry
Phillip F. Herring: University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Djuna Barnes: A Biography 
George A. Kennedy: University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, The Nature and Origins o f Rhetoric 
Richard A. Kopley: Pennsylvania State Univer
sity, Du Bois, Poe's Essays and Reviews:
A Scholarly Edition
Vera Kreilkamp: Pine Manor College, Chestnut 
Hill, MA, The Big House and the Cabin in 
Colonial and Postcolonial Irish Fiction 
Lillian Kremer: Kansas State University, Manhat
tan, Women and the Holocaust in the Writing of 
American Women
Christine L. Krueger: Marquette University, Mil
waukee, Wl, The Legal Representation of 
Women in British Literature and Law, 1790-1930 
Lise H. Leibacher-Ouvrard: University of Ari
zona, Tucson, The Discourse on Sexuality in the 
Reign of Louis XIV
Stephen J. Mayer: Independent Scholar, Ham
den, CT, An Edition of An Exposition upon the 
Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Chapters of Matthew, 
by William Tyndale
Siegfried E. Mews: University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, German Writers and the Search for 
National Identity
Louis A. Montrose: University of California, San 
Diego, La Jolla, Social Order and Social Mobility 
in Elizabethan and Jacobean England 
Dennis D. Moore: University of Texas, El Paso,
J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur's English 
Essays, 1735-1813: An Edition 
Jane F. Morrissey: Independent Scholar, Spring

field, MA, Peter Betancur: 300 Years o f Guate
malan Oral Tradition
Michael J. Neth: Middle Tennessee State Uni
versity, Murfreesboro, Shelley's Hellas: Textual 
Development and Philosophical Significance 
Aldon L. Nielsen: San Jose State University, CA, 
Race and Intertext in American Literature 
Timothy W. H. Peltason: Wellesley College, MA, 
Victorian Prose and Origins o f the Modern Self 
Ellen I. Pifer: University of Delaware, Newark, 
The Image of the Child in Contemporary Writing 
and Culture
Kerry Powell: Miami University, Oxford, OH,
Women and Victorian Theater
Claude J. Rawson: Yale University, New Haven,
CT, Swift: A Comprehensive Study
Charles E. Reeves: Smith College, Northampton,
MA, Biblical Hermeneutics and the Literary
Academy
Michael S. Reynolds: North Carolina State Uni
versity, Raleigh, Hemingway Comes Home: A 
Literary Biography o f Ernest Hemingway (Vol. 3) 
Patrick G. Scott: University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, Tennyson and Provinciality

John N. Serio: Clarkson University, Potsdam,
NY, An Annotated Bibliography o f Wallace 
Stevens
James L. W. West III: Pennsylvania State Uni
versity, University Park, William Styron: An 
Authorized Biography 
Yang Ye: Bates College, Lewiston, ME, The 
Chinese Prose Master Yao Nai, 1732-1815, and 
the Mystique of the T'ung-ch'eng School 
Rene de Costa: University of Chicago, IL, The 
Later Poetry o f Pablo Neruda

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS

Ann W. Astell: Purdue University, West Lafayette, 
IN, The Book of Job and the Medieval Idea of 
Epic
Janine Beichman: Daito Bunka University, Japan, 
Literary Biography of Yosano Akiko, Japanese 
Poet
Renate E. Blumenfeld-Kosinski: Columbia 
University, New York City, The Integration and 
Interpretation of Classical Mythology in Medie
val French Literature
Melvin E. Bradford: University of Dallas, Irving, 
TX, A Biography o f Donald Davidson 
Eduardo L. Cadava: Princeton University, NJ, 
Emerson and the Institution of American Letters 
Gonzalo Diaz-Migoyo: University of California, 
Davis, Tezozomoc's Cronica Mexicana and 
Aztec Cultural Survival under Spanish Rule 
Kathleen E. Diffley: University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, The American Civil War, Narrative 
Structures, and Popular Stories, 1861-76 
Maurice Friedberg: University of Illinois, Urbana, 
A History of Literary Translation in Russia 
Edward L. Greenstein: Jewish Theological Semi
nary of America, New York City, The Art o f Pre- 
biblical Storytelling
Alfred Habegger: University of Kansas, Law
rence, Biography o f Henry James, Sr.
Thomas A. Hale: Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, The Social Functions and Verbal 
Art o f the West African Griots 
Patricia A. Herminghouse: University of 
Rochester, NY, Literature, History, and the 
Political Agenda in the GDR 
Ulrich C. Knoepflmacher: Princeton University, 
NJ, Two Studies in the Literature o f Childhood 
Ullrich G. Langer: University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Friendship and Fruition in the Renais
sance in France
Victor H. Mair: University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Compilation of a New Reader of 
Traditional Chinese Literature 
Amy Mandelker: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Graduate School & Univ. Center, New York 
City, Anna Karenina and the Novel o f Adultery 
Geoffrey W. Ribbans: Brown University, Provi
dence, Rl, The Development of Galdos's 
"Fortunata y Jacinta"
Geza Von Molnar: Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, The Role o f the Newspaper Aufbau 
in German Jewish Culture 
Andrew B. Wachtel: Stanford University, CA, 
Russian Writers' Confrontation with History 
Stephen L. Wailes: Indiana University, Blooming
ton, Dives and Lazarus in Reformation Germany

YOUNGER SCHOLARS

Barclay J. Barrios: Tulane University, New 
Orleans, LA, A Stifled Voice: Claire de Cintre 
and Self-Conscious Characters in Henry James's 
The American
Gretchen M. Beidler: Lehigh University, Bethle
hem, PA, Dickens and Twain: A Tale o f Two 
Critics
Rebecca M. Boggs: Kentucky Country Day 
School, Louisville, Kate Chopin: Investigations 
of Independence and Imagery 
Caroline Breashears: University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Persons on Whom Nothing Is Lost: 
The Superior Person in Selected Novels by 
Henry James
Miriam E. Burnstein: University of California,
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Irvine, Representations of Spiritual Experience 
in the Poetry o f William Wordsworth 
J. Kama Davis: San Marcos High School, TX, 
Mark Twain's Black Characters: Stereotype or 
History!1
Katherine M. Davis: University of Rochester, NY, 
The Ballad o f the Bizarre: Surrealism and the 
Grotesque in the Works of Carson McCullers 
Christopher T. Decker: Yale University, New 
Haven, CT, The Uses o f Textual History: Editing 
the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam 
Thomas J. Downey: Regis High School, New 
York City, History, Myth, and the Supernatural 
in Faulkner and Morrison 
Mary G. Gallagher: Saint Olaf College, North
field, MN, Religious Influence in the Writings of 
African-American Women 
Sarah Glogowski: Mohawk Central School, New 
York City, Edith Wharton: Feminist in Fiction 
Seth R. Graebner: Gustavus Adolphus College, 
St. Peter, MN, Out o f Kenya: Memoirs by 
Dinesen, Huxley, and Markham 
Amy R. Haley: Westridge School, Pasadena, CA, 
At Home, Quiet and Confined: Relationships 
among Women in the Novels o f Jane Austen 
Bryan A. Meer: Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, Tristan in Castleford's Chronicle 
Edward A. Nahmias: Emory University, Atlanta, 
GA, Male Characters in the Novels o f Toni 
Morrison
Kara L. Peischl: Lafayette College, Easton, PA,
The Antislavery Poems o f William Cowper,
Hannah Moore, William Wordsworth, and
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
Rembert N. Reynolds: Hammond School,
Columbia, SC, Autobiographical Influences on
the Work of Fred Chappell
Jessica A. Richard: The Marshall School, Duluth,
MN, Study of A ll the Fathers in Pride and
Prejudice
Karin S. Roffman: Stanford University, CA, 
Politics and Art in the Works o f George Bernard 
Shaw
Jennifer G. Russell: Profile High School, Bethle
hem, NH, A Comparison of Oscar Wilde's Early 
and Later Works Focusing on the Impact of His 
Imprisonment
Craig A. Simmons: Yale University, New Haven, 
CT, The Making of The Waste Land: A Composi
tion History
Vikki C. Terrile: Sachen High School, Lake Ron- 
konkoma, NY, Religion in Arthurian Literature 
Felicia L. Tripp: Cranbrook Kingswood School, 
Bloomfield Hills, Ml, The Craft o f Literary 
Translation
Alison L. Wiles: University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, The Influence of Eastern Philoso
phies on Tennyson's Post-1859 Poetry

Philosophy
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
John D. Caputo: Villanova University, PA, 
Heidegger's Kampf: An Interpretation of 
Heidegger's Development 
Jennifer A. Church: Vassar College, Poughkeep
sie, NY, A Comparison of the Logical Capacities 
of Conscious and Unconscious Thought 
David R. Cummiskey: Bates College, Lewiston, 
ME, A Kantian Consequentialist Theory o f Ethics 
Harry S. Deutsch: Illinois State University, 
Normal, Quantified Modal Logic and the New 
Theory of Reference: A Philosophical Study 
Paul J. Lauritzen: John Carroll University, 
University Heights, OH, Pursuing Parenthood: 
Ethical Issues in Assisted Reproduction 
Christopher P. Menzel: Texas A&M University, 
College Station, Actual ism, Russellian Proposi
tions, and Modal Logic: A Philosophical Study 
Mark E. Richard: Tufts University, Medford, MA, 
Reduction, Similarity, and the Status o f the Psy
chological: A Metaphysical Inquiry 
Robert A. Schwartz: University of Wisconsin,

Milwaukee, Conceptual Problems in the Study 
of Mathematical Cognition: An Epistemological 
Study
Kenneth R. Westphal: University of New Hamp
shire, Durham, Hegel's Phenomenology o f Con
sciousness: The Objective Deduction

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
Robert C. Cummins: University of Arizona,
Tucson, Mental Representation
Willis F. Doney: Dartmouth College, Hanover,
NH, The Philosophy of Descartes
Paul W. Humphreys: University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, Explanation, Causation, and
Empiricism
Bernd Magnus: University of California, River
side, A Genealogy of Postmodernism: Nietzsche, 
Heidegger, Derrida, and Rorty 
Richard L. Schacht: University of Illinois,
Urbana, Nietzsche's Philosophical Thought and 
Its Interpretation
George N. Schlesinger: University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, Topics in the Philosophy 
of Time

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
J. David Blankenship: Boston University, MA,
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics
Clyde L. Miller: SUNY Research Foundation/
Stony Brook, NY, Learning and Teaching in
Plato's Protagoras and Meno
Richard D. Parry: Agnes Scott College, Decatur,
GA, Virtue, Happiness, and the Common Good
in Plato's Republic

SUMMER STIPENDS
Charlotte R. Brown: Illinois Wesleyan Univer
sity, Bloomington, Morality and Self-Interest: A 
Philosophical Study
Alberto Cordero: Queens College, Flushing, NY, 
Philosophy, Quantum Theory, and the Search 
for Objectivity
Randall R. Curren: University of Rochester, NY, 
Justice, Judgment, and Education 
Owen Flanagan: Wellesley College, MA,
Self and Morality: A Study in Philosophical 
Anthropology
James W. Garson: University of Houston, TX, 
Rules in a Chaotic M ind: A Philosophical Study 
Alan H. Goldman: University of Miami, Coral 
Gables, FL, Aesthetic Evaluation: A Philosophi
cal Study
John Heil: Davidson College, NC, Mental Caus
ation: A Philosophical Study 
Deborah K. Modrak: University of Rochester, NY, 
Alexander o f Aphrodisias: Thought and Imagina
tion in Later Peripatetic Philosophy 
Victor L. Nuovo: Middlebury College, Middle- 
burg, VT, The Concept o f Adaptation from Paley 
to Darwin
Robert C. Roberts: Wheaton College, IL, Virtues 
and Passions: A Philosophical Study 
Mark W. Roche: Ohio State University, Colum
bus, Tragedy and Comedy: A Systematic Study 
and Critique of Hegel's Typology 
Donald P. Rutherford: Emory University, Atlanta, 
GA, Leibniz's Metaphysics and Defense of 
Divine Justice
Debra M. Satz: Stanford University, CA, Goods, 
Human Capacities, and the Market 
Leslie P. Thiele: Swarthmore College, PA, Bore
dom, Horror, and Heidegger: A Philosophical 
Investigation
Richard J. White: Creighton University, Omaha, 
NE, Nietzsche and the Philosophy of Sovereignty

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Laurence A. Bonjour: University of Washington, 
Seattle, A Rationalist Theory of A Priori Knowl
edge
John P. Carriero: Harvard University, Cambridge, 
MA, Spinoza and the New Science 
Jorge L. Garcia: Georgetown University, Washing
ton, DC, The Place of the Virtues in Moral Theory

Alan Gewirth: University of Chicago, IL, The 
Community of Rights
Ruth W. Grant: Duke University, Durham, NC, 
Hypocrisy, Authenticity, and Modern Politics 
Christopher A. McMahon: University of Cali
fornia, Santa Barbara, The Nature and Justifica
tion of Managerial Authority 
Michele M. Moody-Adams: University of 
Rochester, NY, Morality, Self-Scrutiny, and 
Objectivity
Robert J. O'Connell: Fordham University, New 
York City, Images o f Augustine's Conversion and 
Their Import
Abner E. Shimony: Boston University, MA, 
Search for a Naturalistic World View 
Robert C. Sleigh, Jr.: University of Massachu
setts, Amherst, A Study o f Leibniz's Theodicy 
Hans D. Sluga: University of California, Berke
ley, German Philosophy and National Socialism 
Barry Stroud: University of California, Berkeley, 
The Idea o f Reality and the Subjectivity o f Color 
Nicholas P. White: University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Modern Morality in Ancient Greek Ethics

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Emil V. Bova: University of Texas, Austin, An 
Examination of Plato and His Use of Homeric 
Poetry
Aaron N. Bunch: Willamette University, Salem, 
OR, Towards the Dissolution of Paradox: A Case 
against Richard Rorty's Interpretation of 
Nietzsche
Sean A. Kelsey: Thomas Aquinas College, Santa 
Paula, CA, Aristotle's Argument for Immortality 
Maria H. Rost: Evangel College, Springfield,
MO, Moral Weakness and Political Institutions 
Steven G. Schortgen: Trinity University, San 
Antonio, TX, Reprehensible Consequences and 
Ethical Blame
Cynthia J. Symancyk: Severna Park Senior High 
School, MD, Free Will and Personal Responsi
bility in the Works of Voltaire and Rousseau 
Tembani S. Xaba: Hunter College High School, 
New York City, An Exploration o f Ethical 
Considerations Concerning Capital Punishment 
Gideon D. Yaffe: Harvard University, Cam
bridge, MA, Tempered Personalism and Induc
tive Inference in Ordinary Life

Religion
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
John D. Dawson: Haverford College, PA, Ori- 
gen, Augustine, and the Allegorical Imagination 
Douglas R. Edwards: University of Puget Sound, 
Tacoma, WA, Religion and the Greek East's 
Response to Roman Power: Archaeological and 
Literary Evidence
John P. Kenney: Reed College, Portland, OR, 
Theistic Epistemology in the Confessions o f Saint 
Augustine
Bruce D. Marshall: Saint Olaf College, North
field, MN, Truth and Justification: A Study in 
Philosophical Theology 
Ivan A. Strenski: Independent Scholar, Los 
Angeles, CA, Ritual Sacrifice, Civic Sacrifice: 
Hubert and Mauss's Sacrifice in Context 
Charles C. Taliaferro: Saint Olaf College, North
field, MN, Consciousness and the Mind o f God: 
A Study in the Philosophy o f Religion

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
James E. Dittes: Yale University, New Haven,
CT, Freud and Jung on Religion -

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
Peter J. Awn: Columbia University, New York 
City, The Islamic Vision in Religion and Litera
ture: Four Classical Texts
Walter H. Capps: University of California, Santa 
Barbara, Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in 
America: Religion in a Democratic Society
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Ewert H. Cousins: Fordham University, New 
York City, Augustine, Bonaventure, Teresa of 
Avila: The Mystical Journey 
Robert A. McDermott: Sarah Lawrence College, 
Bronxville, NY, William James's Varieties of 
Religious Experience
Thomas V. Morris: University of Notre Dame,
IN, Pascal's Pensees: Faith, Reason, and the 
Meaning of Life

SUMMER STIPENDS
Marc Z. Brettler: Brandeis University, Waltham, 
MA, The Bible as Flistory, Literature, and 
Ideology
John P. Burgess: Doane College, Crete, NE, 
Religion and Democratization: East German 
Contributions
John H. Elliott: University of San Francisco, CA, 
The Cultural Environment o f Evil Eye Belief in 
the Bible
Elliot K. Ginsburg: Oberlin College, OH, Mysti
cal Imagery in the Teachings o f the Medieval 
Spanish Kabbalist, Judah ben Yaqar 
Paula M. McNutt: Canisius College, Buffalo, NY, 
Technology, Culture, and Religion in Ancient 
Israel
Wayne T. Pitard: University of Illinois, Urbana, 
Care of the Dead and Thoughts on the Afterlife 
in Ancient Canaan and Israel 
David Satran: Hebrew University, Israel, The 
Lives of the Prophets in Byzantine Palestine 
Gisela Webb: Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, NJ, Tradition and Innovation in Con
temporary American Islamic Spirituality

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS 
Ronald S. Hendel: Southern Methodist Univer
sity, Dallas, TX, Commentary on Genesis 
Valerie J. Hoffman-Ladd: University of Illinois,
Urbana, Sufism, Mystics, and Saints in Modern 
Egypt
E. Brooks Holifield: Emory University, Atlanta,
GA, A History of Theology in America
Leigh E. Schmidt: Drew University, Madison, NJ,
A Religious and Cultural History o f the American
Calendar
Stanley K. Stowers: Brown University, Provi
dence, Rl, Jews, Christians, and Others in the 
World o f Formative Christianity

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Cynthia A. Bussey: Essex Community College, 
Baltimore, MD, Relationship o f Laughter to Zen 
Buddhist Religion

Kevin W. Hoffman: Valparaiso University, IN, 
Soren Kierkegaard and Suffering as a Precondi
tion of Knowledge
John G. Morris III: Wake Forest University, 
Winston-Salem, NC, The Objective and the 
Non-objective Reality o f God 
Elliot A. Ratzman: Ohio University, Athens, 
Liberation Theology: Christian and Jewish

Social Science
COLLEGE TEACHERS AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOLARS
David S. Bolotin: Saint John's College, Santa Fe, 
NM, Political Responsibility in the Presentation 
of the Inquiry into Nature in Aristotle's Physics 
Jeffrey D. Hockett: University of Tulsa, OK, 
Social Theory and Constitutional Interpretation: 
The Philosophies of Justices Black, Frankfurter, 
Jackson
Donald B. Kraybill: Elizabethtown College, PA, 
Amish, Mennonites, and Brethren in the Quan
dary of Modernity, 1880-1980 
Nechama Tec: University of Connecticut, 
Stamford, Altruism, Courage, and Resistance: A 
History of the Bielski Partisan Camp in Western 
Byelorussia
Shelly Tenenbaum: Clark University, Worcester, 
MA, Immigrants and Capital: Jewish Loan 
Societies in the United States, 1880-1945

HBCU GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS
Novelle J. Dickenson: Hampton University, VA, 
Ph.D. in Political Science

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS
Bernard E. Brown: CUNY Research Foundation/ 
Graduate School & Univ. Center, New York City, 
Modern French Politics
Alan J. Ryan: Princeton University, NJ, Reassess
ments in 17th-Century Political Thought 
James W. Schmidt: Boston University, MA, 
"What is Enlightenment?" An 18th-Century 
Question and Its 20th-Century Implications 
Edward A. Tiryakian: Duke University, Durham, 
NC, Generations, Cycles, and Modernity

SUMMER SEMINARS FOR SCHOOL TEACHERS
Charles E. Ellison: University of Cincinnati, OH, 
Modern Society and Its Alternatives in the Work 
of Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
Harvey Klehr: Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 
Intellectuals and Communism

SUMMER STIPENDS
Raymond W. Baker: Williams College, Williams- 
town, MA, Centrist Islam and Political Resis
tance in Contemporary Egypt 
Lynne L. Bernier: Carroll College, Waukesha, Wl, 
Modernizing France: The Impact o f Decentrali
zation
Richard J. Ellis: Willamette University, Salem, 
OR, American Political Cultures 
Carol J. Hager: Bryn Mawr College, PA, Envi
ronmentalism and Democracy in the Two 
Germanies
Theo J. Majka: University of Dayton, OH, The 
Erosion of Farm Worker Unionization in the 1980s 
Alexander B. Murphy: University of Oregon, 
Eugene, Images of Place and the Making of 
Modern Brussels
Mark J. Rozell: Mary Washington College, Fred
ericksburg, VA, Executive Privilege and Demo
cratic Accountability
Louis A. Sass: Rutgers University, New Bruns
wick, NJ, Artaud on Primitivism, Modernism, 
and Insanity

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
Francis P. Canavan: Fordham University, New 
York City, The Role o f Property in Edmund 
Burke's Thought
Stephen P. Turner: University of South Florida, 
Tampa, Early American Sociology and Its Context 
R. Stephen Warner: University of Illinois, Chi
cago, Religious Pluralism in the United States

YOUNGER SCHOLARS
Surya S. Bhattacharjee: Hunter College High
School, New York City, The Moral Philosophy
behind Adam Smith's Economics
David J. Gartner: Brown University, Providence,
Rl, History of the Providence, Rhode Island,
Public Schools, 1843-1900
Susan M. Hayden: St. Anne's-Belfield School,
Charlottesville, VA, Freud's Views on Women:
Insight or Insult?
Anne E. Lester: University of Chicago Laboratory 
School, IL, Abortion and the Bill o f Rights:
A Historical and Political Interpretation 
Paul F. Manna: Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IL, Defining Vocational Education: 
John Dewey and the Commercial Club of 
Chicago
Leah P. Williamson: University of Maryland, 
College Park, Community Leadership versus 
Tammany Hall
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Area code for all telephone numbers is 202. Deadline For projects beginning

DlVISIOn of Education  Program s — James C. Herbert, Director 786-0373

Higher Education in the Humanities -  Lyn M axwell White 786-0380 October 1,1991 April 1992

Institutes for College and and University Faculty -  Barbara A. Ashbrook 786-0380 October 1, 1991 April 1992

Core Curriculum Projects -  Frank Frankfort 786-0380 October 1, 1991 April 1992

Two-Year Colleges -  Judith Jeffrey Howard 786-0380 October 1, 1991 April 1992

Elementary and Secondary Education in the Humanities -  F. Bruce Robinson 786-0377 December 15,1991 July 1992

Teacher-Scholar Program -  Angela lovino 786-0377 May 1, 1992 September 1993

Special Opportunity in Foreign Language Education

Higher Education -  Elizabeth Welles 786-0380
Elementary and Secondary Education -  F. Bruce Robinson 786-0377

March 15, 1992 October 1 992

Division of Fellowships and Sem inars -  Marjorie A. Berlincourt, Director 786-0458

Fellowships for University Teachers -  Maben D. Herring 786-0466 June 1 ,1992 January 1, 1993

Fellowships for College Teachers and Independent Scholars -  Joseph B. Neville 786-0466 June 1 ,1992 January 1, 1993

Fellowships on the Foundations of American Society -  Maben D. Herring 786-0466 June 1 ,1992 January 1, 1993

Summer Stipends -  Thomas O 'Brien 786-0466 October 1, 1991 May 1, 1992

Travel to Collections -  Kathleen M itchell 786-0463 January 15, 1992 June 1, 1992

Faculty Graduate Study Program for Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Catherine B. Tkacz 786-0466

March 15, 1992 September 1, 1993

Younger Scholars -  Leon Bramson 786-0463 November 1, 1991 May 1, 1992

Summer Seminars for College Teachers -  Joel Schwartz 786-0463

Participants March 1, 1992 Summer 1992

Directors March 1, 1992 Summer 1993

Summer Seminars for School Teachers -  M ichael Hall 786-0463

Participants March 1, 1992 Summer 1992

Directors April 1, 1992 Summer 1993

Division of Preservation and A ccess -  ce o rg e F . Farr, jr ., Director 786-0570

National Heritage Preservation Program -  Richard Rose 786-0570 November 1, 1991 July 1992

Library and Archival Preservation Projects -  George F. Farr, Jr. 786-0570 December 1,1991 July 1992

Library and Archival Preservation/Access Projects -  Barbara Paulson 786-0570 June 1, 1992 January 1993

U. S. Newspaper Program -  Jeffrey Field 786-0570 December 1,1991 July 1992

O ffice of C hallenge G rants - Harold Cannon, Director 786-0361 M ay 1 ,1 9 9 2  December 1, 1991
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Area code for all telephone numbers is 202. Deadline For projects beginning

Division of Public Programs -  Donald a b so n , Director 786-0267

Humanities Projects in Media -Jam es Dougherty 786-0278 March 15,1992 October 1, 1992

Humanities Projects in Museums and Historical Organizations -  Marsha Semmel 786-0284 December 6,1991 July 1, 1992

Public Humanities Projects -  Wilsonia Cherry 786-0271 March 15,1992 October 1, 1992

Humanities Projects in Libraries -  Thomas Phelps 786-0271

Planning November 1,1991 April 1, 1992

Implementation March 15,1992 October 1, 1992

D lVISIO n of Research Programs — Guinevere L. Griest, Director 786-0200

Texts-Margot Backas 786-0207

Editions -  Douglas Arnold 786-0207 June 1 ,1992 April 1, 1993

Translations -  Martha Chomiak 786-0207 June 1, 1992 April 1, 1993

Publication Subvention -  Gordon McKinney 786-0207 April 1 ,1992 October 1, 1992

Reference Materials -  Jane Rosenberg 786-0358

Tools -  Helen Aguera 786-0358 September 1 ,1992 July 1, 1993

Guides -  Jane Rosenberg 786-0358 September 1 ,1992 July 1, 1993

Interpretive Research -  George Lucas 786-0210

Collaborative Projects -  David Wise 786-0210 October 15,1991 July 1, 1992

Archaeology Projects -  David Wise 786-0210 October 15,1991 July 1, 1992

Humanities, Science and Technology -  Daniel Jones 786-0210 October 15,1991 July 1, 1992

Conferences -  Christine Kalke 786-0204 January 15,1992 October 1, 1992

Challenge Grants, Centers, International Research -  Stephanie Katz 786-0361

Challenge Grants -  Bonnie Gould 786-0361 May 1,1992 December 1, 1991

Centers -  David Coder 786-0204 October 1,1991 July 1, 1992

International Research -  David Coder 786-0204 April 1, 1992 January 1, 1993

Division of State Programs — Carole Watson, Acting Director 786-0254

Each state humanities council establishes its own grant guidelines and application deadlines. 
Addresses and telephone numbers of these state programs may be obtained from the division.

To receive guidelines for any NEH program, contact the Office of Publications and Public Affairs at 202/786-0438. Guidelines are 
available at least two months in advance of application deadlines.

Telecommunications device for the deaf: 202/786-0282.
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