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Why 
Study 
the
Middle 
Ages?
BY NORMAN F.
C A N TO R

"T he medieval era is typified as an age o f piety, mysticism, and m oral commitment, a time o f cohesive and creative communities... Yet the most medieval ruler in 
the world today is the A yatollah  Khomeini, whose fan atical m ilitancy against dissenters and minorities was advocated by St. A m brose and St. Augustine as the 
right policy for Christian rulers devoted to justice and piety...." Monet's C athedral at Rouen is contrasted with fire  torture on the wheel during the Inquisition.

a d is tinctive  cu ltu ra l  identi ty  sep arating  th e m  fro m  
th e  re s t  o f  th e  w orld , and, it w e n t  w ith o u t  saying, 
placing th e m  on  a s o m e w h a t  lo ft ie r  m oral  plane. 
T o d a y ,  such  a claim see m s an o u tra g e o u sly  radical 
s ta te m e n t  in th e  face  o f  th e  ideology o f  e x t r e m e  
u n iv ersa l ism  and re la t iv ism  th a t  d om inates  the  
u n iv ers it ies  of th e  W e s t e r n  w orld  and is advocated 
in its schools  and popular media as well.

In re c e n t  y e a rs  w e have b een  s tro n g ly  d iscou r
aged by o u r  o w n  m oral co n sc io u sn ess  and, on occa
sion, th e  s tr ic tu r e s  o f  var ious au th o rit ies ,  fro m  
a ff irm in g  ou r  d istinctive  W e s te r n  identity . W e are 
told to envis ion  a un iv ersa l  h u m a n ity ,  and to ,jo in  
w ith  th e  peoples of A frica , Asia, and the A rabic 
Middle E ast  in co n d e m n in g  as im m orally  im peria l
ist and rac is t  m u ch  o f  th e  w orldview  and th e  politi
cal and e co n o m ic  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  W e s te rn  
E u ro p e a n  peoples at th e  end o f  th e  Middle Ages.

T o  re a s s e r t  th e  m edieval he r ita g e  in full-bodied 
fo rm  and to cu lt ivate  pass ionate ly  its d om in an t 
values n ow  could be co u n te r re v o lu t io n a ry .  C e r 
tainly  it m ig h t  appear to be supp ortive  o f  n e o c o n 
s erv a t ism , if n o t  rad ica l-r ight ideology. Indeed, the 
e m o tio n a l  n eom ed ievalism  exp ressed  in the  1 9 2 0 s ,  
m ainly  in G e r m a n y  (as in th e  circle  o f  the  poet 
S te fa n  G e o rg e )  b ut to so m e  e x te n t  in o th e r  E u ro 
pean co u n tr ie s  as well, w as in som e in s ta n ces  s t im 
ulated or  at least  em b raced  by m o v e m e n ts  th a t  we 
n ow  a ssoc ia te  w ith  the  F ascism  of th at  time.

ince  Edw ard  G ib b o n  sat 
c o n te m p la t in g  th e  les 
son s  o f  th e  ru in s  o f  pa
g an  R o m e  and in a u g u 
ra te d  th e  re s e a r c h  and 
w r it in g  th a t  resu lte d  in 
th e  f i r s t  g re a t  book 
ab o u t  th e  Middle A ges, 
w h o s e  f i r s t  v o l u m e  
appeared  as th e  A m e r i 
can  R epublic  w as b o rn  

amid th e  travails  o f  th e  f irs t  w a r  o f  colonial l ib era 
tion, m a n y  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  scholars , po ets ,  a r t is ts ,  
p h i lo sop h ers ,  th e o lo g ian s ,  and c o m p o se rs  have 
p u rsu ed  th e ir  q u e s t  fo r  th e  Middle A ges. S u ch  a 
q u e s t  w a s  a c o m p u ls iv e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
n in e t e e n th - c e n t u r y  R o m a n tic  th in k e rs  and w r ite rs  
such  as Ju les M ich e le t ,  Jo h n  R u sk in ,  and R ich ard  
W ag n e r .  T h e  rise  of an e m o tio n a l  and ag g ressiv e  
fo rm  o f  n a t io n a lism , e n co u ra g in g  g o v e r n m e n ts  to 
subsidize scholarly  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  national  
"o r ig in s , "  gave m edieval s tud ies  a n e w  and b r ig h t  
c u rre n cy .  T h e  p ro fess ion aliza t io n  o f  h u m an ist ic  
scho larsh ip  in th e  late  n in e te e n th  and earlie r  t w e n 
t ie th  c e n tu r ie s ,  a revival of in te r e s t  on th e  part of 
th e  V a t ic a n  in scholarly  re s e a rch  on c h u rch  h is 
tory ,  and an o u tp o u r in g  o f  supp ort  all w o rk ed  p ro 
pitiously to  fo s te r  m edieval scholarship ; the  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  sem inal w o rk s  on th e  Middle Ages

w e re  w r i t t e n  b e tw e e n  1 9 1 0  and 1 9 6 5 .
B u t  m edieval s tudies  c o n t in u e  to  f lo u rish  and 

m ay be on th e  v erg e  o f  a n o th e r  golden age. T h e  
cadre  o f  in v e s t ig a to rs  in to  and c o m m e n ta to r s  upon 
th e  E u ro p e an  and M e d ite r r a n e a n  Middle A ges has 
g ro w n  s o m e w h a t  la rg er  and ev er  m o re  re s o u r c e 
ful. N o w  th e  stud y o f  th e  Middle A ges is arm ed  
w ith  prodigious tools  o f  learn in g  th a t  w ould have 
inspired G ib b o n  to  cau st ic  c o m m e n t  ab o u t  aca
dem ic overkill,  and th e  B elg ian  and F re n ch  m onks  
w h o s e  p io n e er in g  re s e a r c h e s  he skillfully exploited 
to  g ra te fu l  re v e re n c e  and awe.

O u r  m o tiv es  fo r  s tud ying  th e  Middle A ges are  
m o re  com plica ted  and a m b ig u ou s  th a n  G ibb on 's .  
T h e  Middle A g e s  s tr ike  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  c o n 
s c io u sn e ss  in a v a r ie ty  o f  co n tra d ic to ry  w a y s — 
th ey  inspire , in s tru c t ,  delight, te rr i fy ,  e xh ila ra te  
and f r u s t r a te .  As in all im p o r ta n t  h is torica l  inquiry , 
w h e n  w e d em and  a n sw e rs  o f  th e  re m o te  past, w e 
also raise  q u e s t io n s  ab o u t  ou rselves .  T h e  resu lt  is a 
s y m b io t ic  and active ly  dialectical re la t io nsh ip  
b e tw e e n  th e  Middle A g es  and th e  la ter  tw e n t ie th  
c e n tu r y ,  on e  th a t  reveals  in te llec tu a l  issues and 
c re a te s  m ora l  te n s io n s  th a t  are  not easily resolved.

It w as a w e l l-w o rn  V ic to r ia n  p latitude th a t  the  
peoples o f  W e s t e r n  E urope, th e  A m ericas  and A u s 
tra lasia  e n jo y e d — in th e  languages,  con cep ts  and 
in s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  W e s te r n  E u ro p ean  Middle 
A g e s — a c o m m o n  h e r i ta g e  th a t  gave th e ir  societies
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T h e  o p i n io n s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  in  H u m a n i
ties  a r e  t h o s e  o f  th e  a u t h o r s  a n d  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
r e f l e c t  E n d o w m e n t  p o l icy .  M a te r ia l  a p p e a r i n g  in  H u 
m a n it ies  m a y  b e  f r e e ly  r e p r o d u c e d  a l t h o u g h  th e  e d i 
to r  w o u ld  a p p r e c ia t e  n o t i c e  a n d  c o p ie s  fo r  t h e  E n 
d o w m e n t ' s  r e f e r e n c e .  U s e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  p r i n t i n g  th is  
p u b l i c a t io n  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by  th e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n 
a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t .  S e n d  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s  a n d  r e 
q u e s t s  fo r  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  to  th e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
D o c u m e n t s ,  U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  W a s h 
in g t o n ,  D C .  2 0 4 0 2 .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e ,  $ 9  p e r  6  i s 
s u e s .  ( U S P S  5 2 1 - 0 9 0 )  O t h e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s h o u ld  
b e  a d d r e s s e d  to :  E d i to r ,  H u m a n it ie s ,  N a t io n a l  E n 
d o w m e n t  fo r  th e  H u m a n i t i e s ,  M ai l  S t o p  2 0 4 ,  W a s h 
i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 0 6 .  T e l e p h o n e :  2 0 2 / 7 2 4 - 1 8 4 0 .  IS S N  
0 0 1 8 -7 5 2 6

T h e  n e o m e d ie v a lism  of  th e  in te r w a r  period 
usually  ju s t if ie d  and end orsed  w h a t  w e  w ould call 
th e  m o re  a u th o r i ta r ia n ,  m ilitant,  and h ierarch ica l  
asp ects  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  Middle A ges.  In re c e n t  
y e ars  th e  t re n d  has g o n e  in th e  opposite  d irection. 
In o rd e r  to  find in th e  Middle A g es  liberal, eg a li ta r 
ian, and h u m a n is t ic  v a lu e s  and a highly  re fined , 
pacif ist ,  and co n tem p la t iv e  C h r is t ia n i ty  d evoted  to 
" t h e  love o f  lea rn in g  and th e  desire  fo r  G o d "  (to  cite 
th e  tit le  o f  a widely e s te e m e d  b ook  on  m edieval 
re ligion) as w ell  as to  fo s t e r  an  ideal o f  u n iversal  
b r o th e r h o o d  and a n th rop o log ica l  re la t iv ism  th at 
will n o t  o f fe n d  th e  sen sib il ity  o f  T h ird  W orld  peo
ple as paradoxically , th e y  cu lt ivate  th e ir  ow n 
n a tio n a l  trad it io n s ,  m edieval E u ro p e  has b een  
m ade to  appear devoid o f  its e ssen tia l  c h a ra c te r is 
tics: fa n a t ica l  b e l ie f  in its m o ra l  s u p e rio r i ty  over  
o t h e r  soc iet ies ;  an ag g ressiv e  and d o m in an t  a r is to 
cracy; a m ili ta n t  and h iera rch ica l  C h u rc h ;  th e  sup
p re s s io n  o f  individual fre e d o m  by s tro n g  familial 
and co m m u n a l  discipline, co rp o ra te  in s t itu t io n s ,  
and in qu is itoria l  a u th o rit ies .

T h e  M iddle A g e s  co m m o n ly  p o r tra y e d  today 
are  ch a ra c te r iz e d  by th e  d ev elop m en t o f  c o m m o n  
law  and th e  ju r y  s y s te m , p a r l ia m en ta ry  and re p re 
s e n ta t iv e  in s t i tu t io n s ,  an an d ro g y n o u s  th eo lo g y  
and a g re a t ly  e n h a n ce d  regard  fo r  th e  dignity  of 
w o m e n  and ( in te rm it te n t ly )  gays, th e  org a n iza t ion  
of  h ig h e r  e d u cation  and lea rn in g  in to  th e  u n iv e r 
sity  ap p ro x im ate ly  as w e  k n o w  it, a h igh  m a rk e t  
value  fo r  th e  skills o f  a r t is ts  and scho lars ,  an in 
te n s e ly  p e rso n a l  piety, and th e  p ro li fe ra t io n  o f  vol
u n ta ry  c o m m u n it ie s  d evoted  n o t  only  to  a durable 
and loving cu lt iv a t ion  o f  th e  soil b u t  to  th e  ar ts  and 
le t te r s  and th e  care  o f  th e  poor, th e  sick, and th e  old 
as well. T h a t  th e s e  are  g e n u in e  face ts  o f  medieval 
h e r i ta g e  can  be claimed w ith  a h igh  d egree  of 
plausibility.

B u t  on ly  so m e  face ts .  T h e  m o st  m edieval ru l
ers  o r  leaders  in th e  w orld  today are  th e  A yatollah  
K h o m e in i ,  w h o s e  fanatica l  m ilitancy  ag ainst  dis
s e n te r s  and m in o rit ies  w as advocated  by St. 
A m b ro s e  and St.  A u g u s t in e  as th e  r ig h t  policy fo r  
C h r is t ia n  ru le rs  d evoted  to  ju s t ice  and piety, and 
Indira G h an d i,  w h o s e  u n em b a rra sse d  ru th less  
p u rsu it  o f  h e r  fam ily 's  in te re s t  above  all o th e r  
goals,  w ould  h a v e  received  th e  e n th u sia s t ic  plau
dits o f  n ear ly  e v e ry  m edieval k ing  and lord.

G o  to  A cre ,  th e  last s tro n g h o ld  o f  th e  Latin 
K in g d o m  o f  Je ru sa le m  (ca. A .D .  1 2 0 0 )  and inspect 
th e  m assive  F re n ch  cru sad ing  fo r t r e s s  th a t  Israeli 
a rch a e o lo g is ts  hav e  re ce n t ly  rescu ed  f ro m  th e  
coa sta l  sands and ce n tu r ie s  o f  neg lect ,  and th e  large 
shops and s to r e h o u s e s  th a t  th e  Italian m e rc h a n ts ,  
th e  allies o f  th e  F re n c h  C r u s a d e r s ,  established  in 
th e  p o rt  th e re .  H e re  indeed is a n o th e r  face  o f  th e  
Middle A ges and o n e  th a t  m edieval people proudly 
tu rn e d  to  th e  w o r ld — th e  fact o f  m ascu line  a r is to 
cra tic  d o m in an ce  and capita lis t  e n te r p r is e — the  
love o f  p o w e r  and th e  desire  fo r  gold. T h is  is n o t  to 
say th a t  th e s e  f ierce  lords and greed y  b u s in e s s m e n  
w ould  n o t  h a v e  re sp ect fu l ly  jo ined  a pro cess ion  
ce le b ra t in g  th e  M a r ia n  cult. T h e y  ce rta in ly  would 
h av e , and, in te rm s  o f  th e ir  o w n  p ercep tion s  and 
b eh a v io r  p a t te rn s ,  quite  sincerely . B u t  th e y  would 
h a v e  also  e xp ected  th e  M o th e r  o f  G od  to  in te rv e n e  
in supp ort  o f  th e ir  se lf -a g g ra n d iz in g  v e n tu re s .  "I 
give th a t  Y o u  m ay  g iv e ."  As m u ch  as m a rty rd o m , 
learn in g ,  and pious co n tem p la t io n ,  probably  indeed 
m o re  c o m m o n ly ,  this e x c h a n g e  re la t io nsh ip  
b e tw e e n  G o d  and m an  w as th e  idea o f  medieval 
religion.

T h e  m edieval h e r i ta g e  is th u s  a h ighly  am b i
v a le n t  and a m b ig u o u s  one. B u t  since  all cu ltu ral  
analysis  h in g es  on am b iv alence  and am bigu it ies  
th is  e n h a n c e s  th e  a t t r a c t iv e n e s s  and s ignificance  of 
m ed ieval s tud ies  fo r  us. O n  th e  one  hand, th e  M id 
dle A ges ca n  be m ade th e  vehicle  fo r  tra n sce n d e n t  
a l te rn a t iv e s  to  th e  b u rd ens  and d a n g ers  o f  ou r 
p o st in d u str ia l  society . T h e  Middle A ges can  be p e r 
ceived as a p p ro x im a tin g  th e  utopia of th e  N e w  Left 
o f  th e  1 9 6 0 s ,  o f  th e  p o s t -V a t ic a n  II l ib era t io n is t

C a th o l ic  th e o lo g y ,  and th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  and 
a n t in u c le a r  m o v e m e n ts  o f  th e  1 9 7 0 s  and 1 9 8 0 s .  
T h e  m ed ieval era  is typified as an age o f  piety, 
m y stic ism , and m o ra l  c o m m itm e n t ,  a t im e  o f  c o h e 
sive and c re a t iv e  c o m m u n it ie s ,  a m o m e n t  o f  regard  
fo r  th e  d ign ity  o f  lab o r  and gen iu s  o f  skillful a r t i 
sans, c lose  and re s p e c t fu l  co m m u n io n  w ith  n a tu re ,  
a cu ltu re  w h o s e  va lu e  sy s tem  and b eh a v io r  p at
te r n s  are  in m a n y  w ay s  th e  r e v e rs e  m irro r  im age of 
o u r  allegedly u n p a la ta b le  one.

O n  th e  o t h e r  hand , it can  be arg u ed  th a t  the 
m edieval h e r i ta g e  is p rec ise ly  th e  im m ora l  burd en 
o f  th e  past f ro m  w h ich  w e  need  to  find a th e ra p e u 
tic re lease .  T h e  dead h an d  o f  b u re a u c ra t ic  op p res
s ion, th e  a r ro g a n t  and m o n o p o lis t ic  claims and 
b eh a v io r  o f  th e  learn ed  p ro fe ss io n s ,  th e  rigid scale 
o f  social h ierarch y  devoted  to  r u th le s s  exp lo itation  
and re p re s s io n  o f  the  w o rk in g  m a s s e s ,  im perialist  
g reed  s tok ed  by religious leg i t im iz a t io n  o f  racism , 
th e  suicidal th eo lo g y  of ju s t  w ar, v io le n ce  ag a inst  
p ea cefu l  m in orit ies ,  the  fa ta l  te m p ta t io n  to  c o m 
bine  ad vancing  technological  skill w ith  th e  idea of 
e x p e r im e n ta l  sc ience  in order  to  m a s te r  n a tu r e  and 
rav a g e  th e  e n v iro n m e n t :  all th ese  are  asp ects  o f  the  
m ed ieval legacy, it can  be said, th a t  m u s t  be je t t i 
soned if th e  w orld  is to  b eco m e peaceful and s ecu re  
o r  even  to  en d u re .  W e would th e n  need n o t  in s t i 
tu te s  o f  m edieval s tud ies , b ut in s t itu te s  o f  a n t im e -  
dieval studies.

B u t  h o w  can  w e — even  if we should ch o o se  to  
do s o — divest o u rse lv e s  o f  ou r  cu ltu ra l  ballast and 
s o a r  an e w ?  T h is  is a lw ays a p ro b lem  fo r  th e  ap o ca 
lyptic  d r e a m e r s — as it w as  in th e  m illenary  m o v e 
m e n ts  o f  m edieval E u ro p e — w h o p re ach e d  a 
te rr ib le  s im plif ica tion  and a f re s h  s ta r t  fo r  h u m a n  
h is to ry .  W e h av e  exam p les  in th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n 
tu ry  in w h ich  m o d e rn  s ta te s  hav e  em p loy ed  th e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  technolog ica l  t e r r o r  to  o b l i te ra te ,  
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s ,  t h e i r  m e d i e v a l  
h e r i ta g e s — L en in is t  and S ta l in is t  R u ss ia ,  M a o is t  
C h in a .  T h e  co n s e q u e n ce s  are  n o t  en cou rag in g ; 
th e s e  exa m p le s  o u g h t  to  give us pau se  b e fo re  w e 
e x o rc is e  o u r  full m e m o r y  o f  th e  Middle A ges.

Like m edieval m e n  and w o m e n  th e m se lv es ,  w h o  
w e re  m u ch  b e t t e r  a t  th e  small and c o n c re te  th ing s  
th a n  th e  big and vagu e, w e  tu rn  fro m  cosm ic  sp ecu 
la tio n s  on th e  s ign ificance  o f  th e  m edieval e x p e 
rien ce  to  s ta n d  in aw e b efo re  th e  in n u m erab le  
specific  re m a in s  o f  m edieval l i te ra tu re  and art.  Like 
T o lk ie n  and C .S .  Lew is and th e ir  O x b r id g e  friends 
in th e  1 9 3 0 s  and 1 9 4 0 s ;  like P a n o fsk y ,  W e itz m a n n  
and th e  o t h e r  g re a t  G e r m a n  art  h is to r ian s  in the  
1 9 5 0 s ;  like th e  c u r r e n t  T o r o n t o  school o f  medieval 
h ag iog rap h y ; like th e  var ious in s t i tu te s ,  such  as the  
on e  at B erk e ley ,  th a t  p e n e tra te  th e  d re a m -w o rld  of  
m ed ieva l ca n o n  law, w e  can  c re a te  o u r  o w n  s u s 
ta in in g  su b cu ltu re  in th e  co u rse  o f  m in ing  th e s e  
m ed ieval a e s th e t ic  lodes. E ven  th o se  w h o  hav e  
so m e  re s e r v a t io n s  ab o u t  co m p le te  w ithd raw al in to  
m edieval m o n a st ic  cu ltu ra l  sec lu sion  increasingly  
ack n ow led g e , as re s e a r c h  g oes  on , th a t  th e  co m 
plex ity ,  th e  v a r ie ty ,  th e  su b tle ty ,  th e  learn in g , the 
im ag ery ,  and very  lan g u ag e  o f  m edieval Latin, 
G r e e k ,  A rab ic ,  H e b re w , and E u ro p e a n  v e rn acu lar  
l i te ra tu re  is u n su rp a sse d  by any o th e r  corpus of 
w orld  l i te ra tu re .

T h e  Middle A g es ,  th e n ,  are  n o t  on e  th ing , n o t  
te n  th in g s ,  n o t  te n  th o u s a n d  th in g s ,  b ut an in fin ite  
var ie ty  o f  ideas, im ages,  values, te x ts ,  ob jects ,  lan
g u a g e s ,  so u rc e s ,  trad it io ns ,  and happenings,  a p ro 
tea n  cu ltu ra l  n e x u s  p u sh in g  in upon us f ro m  ev e ry  
d irection , an a m b iv a le n t  he r itag e  w ith  w h ich  we 
will s low ly  com e to  te rm s  as th e  people o f  the  
e ig h t e e n th  and n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r ie s — n o t only  th e  
sch o lar ly  b ut also th e  th in k e rs  and art is ts ,  and to 
s o m e  d eg ree  th e  s t a t e s m e n — felt  com pelled to 
e n c o u n te r ,  u n d e rs ta n d ,  and act upon th e  Classical  
h e r itag e .
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arnard College faculty 
from  nine departm ents 
stepped across disciplin
ary boundaries in 1978 
to build a program of 
medieval and R enais
sance studies. In the 
three years that the 
faculty worked with an 
NEH grant to develop 
new courses, refine the 

program's pilot courses and practice their methods 
of team teaching, the num ber of majors in medieval 
and Renaissance studies doubled. M oreover, 
dozens of students who would have shied away 
from  a course in patristic philosophy or even a 
sem ester's  study of D ante were introduced to the 
history, the art and the ideas of two cultures heav
ily responsible for W estern  civilization as we know 
it today.

"C om bining unpopular disciplines with one 
that currently has drawing power exposes more 
students to areas of knowledge and points of view 
which otherw ise they would not encou nter ,"  com 
m ented project director Suzanne Wemple, a h isto
rian w ho has recently published a study of women 
in Frankish society. "Expanding Barnard's interdis
ciplinary offerings helped solve the problem of the 
underutilization of faculty in less popular fields."

Hard econom ic facts of college life, such as 
underutilized faculty; reverence for the tradition 
of liberal arts education; the realization that medie
val studies demands broad, cross-disciplinary study 
are all reasons cited in a recent H um anities R eport for 
a national explosion of interdisciplinary programs 
in medieval studies.

T h e  programs address " th e  crisis in the 
hum anities,"  Wemple believes. "By  focusing on 
periods w hen knowledge was less com partm ental
ized and an educated man was one who could rea
son well on a remarkably broad range of subjects, 
the cou rses  bring again into clear view the tradi
tional aims o f  a liberal arts education."

T he nine courses developed through the proj
ect at Barnard  are intended to make students aware 
of the interdependence of h istory and culture while 
maintaining the rigor of training in a single disci
pline. Every course draws on the methods of at 
least tw o disciplines and on the expertise of at least 
tw o professors to analyze and assimilate the varied 
and o ften  conflicting records left by medieval and 
Renaissance civilizations.

T h e  course "W o m en  in the Middle Ages: 
Image and R eality ,"  for instance, resulted from 
nearly a year's planning by three professors: W em 
ple, from the history department; Lois Ebin, a liter
ature scholar; and Jane R osenthal, an art historian.

" O u r  f irst decision," recalled Lois Ebin, "was 
not to a ttem p t a survey course."  Instead, the 
course is organized by the investigation of four 
them es: Eve and Mary, the courtly ideal of women, 
w om en in monasticism, and working w om en— 
each explored from  the perspectives of history and 
literary and artistic ideals.

"S u zan n e  Wemple's lectures furnished the 
necessary fram ew ork for observations made by 
Professor Ebin and myself on the representation 
and the activities of w om en in the literature and art 
of the period," Jane Rosenthal said. All instructors 
were present at every class meeting. While one 
lectured, the others would often  interrupt to qual
ify or to add her own perceptions.

Alternating with lectures, class discussions 
centered on research problems, devised by the 
scholars, that challenged students to uncover the 
realities of medieval life by examining primary 
sources and artifacts. O ne of these problems posed 
several conflicting interpretations of the queen's 
role in the court of Louis IX, the sainted Capetian 
monarch who ruled France from  1226  to 1270.

Rosenthal showed students slides of artist's 
representations of St. Louis; among them, a

wooden likeness which stands in finely carved 
knight's  regalia in the Berlin-D alham  Museum. His 
posture expresses courage and unstained virtue; 
the Holy Sepulchre cradled in his right hand attests 
to religious zeal. T h e  entire carving is a represen
tation in oak of the medieval ideal of the pilgrim 
knight.

Clinging to his arm, a slighter, softer  figure, 
his wife M argaret, gazes adoringly at him. His gaze 
is fixed forward.

To  what ex tent was the sculptor's hand guided 
by allegiance to medieval typology? W hat do con
tem porary sources tell us about St. Louis and M ar
garet? W hat reality inspired this idealization?

T o  tackle these questions, students compared 
representations of the king and studied chronicles 
of his life, including the biography w ritten by his 
contem porary  Jean de Joinville.

R osenthal explained the artistic conventions 
and iconography of the carvings. Wemple and Ebin 
guided the class in reading Joinville's chronicle. 
Ebin, approaching the work from  the point of view 
of literature, explained the development of charac
ters and the uses of narrative technique and 
pointed out that some incidents may have been 
e m p h a s iz e d ,  o t h e r s  n e g le c t e d ,  fo r  a r t i s t i c  
purposes.

"A f te r  viewing the slides of the carvings, 
w here M argaret is shown to be very submissive, 
the students were shocked to learn that she accom
panied Louis on the Sixth  C rusade," Ebin said.

Just as in the case-study method that the 
course loosely imitates, the class and the instruc
tors found many problems to be open-ended. 
T hou g h  not as ready to accept the conventional 
view of Louis IX ("Never was a king more dearly 
and deservedly loved," T h e Shorter C am bridge M ed ieva l  
H istory  reads), they questioned the ex tent to which 
the cult of St. Louis was encouraged or how much 
it has distorted history's judgment. M any shadows 
in historical accounts suggest the need for further  
research: the possibility that M argaret, who was 
close to Joinville, commissioned and therefore 
influenced the biography; uncertainty about the 
re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  M a rg a r e t  and Louis's  
m other, Blanche of Castille. Indeed, some interpre
ters see M argaret 's  involvement in the Crusade as 
evidence not so much of her power in the court as 
of Louis's suspicion that M argaret would be safer 
riding against the murderous infidel than rem ain
ing behind at the mercy of a jealous and powerful 
mother-in-law . T h e  three scholars are planning to 
pursue the topic of M argaret 's  influence in Louis's 
court as a joint research project.

T h e  intermingling of history and myth is the 
basis for several o ther courses in the program. 
Rosenthal collaborated with Maristella Lorch of 
the Italian department and Ann Prescott of the 
English department on "M y th  and History: a cross- 
disciplinary study of the C ou rts  of Charlemagne, 
the Este and Elizabeth I." Here the students studied 
the transform ation  of historical fact into political 
and cultural myth.

Rosenthal observed, for example, that " C h a r 
lem agne was celebrated by his contem poraries not 
only as the great G erm anic warrior king that he 
was, but also as a type of Old T e stam e n t monarch, 
the new David ruling over the populus dei, and, in 
addition, as the new Constantine, the direct heir of 
the first Christian em peror of R om e."  Rosenthal 
showed the class how this imperial heritage was 
expressed in the architecture of C har lem agne's 
capital. His palace at Aachen was based on Rom an 
imperial structures even to the extent of having an 
ancient equestrian statue, imported from Italy, set 
up in the courtyard.

A nother course in the program, the introduc
tory sem inar "D ram a and Liturgy,"  is the only 
course of its kind presently offered in the United 
States, according to Lois Ebin, whose membership 
on the C om m ittee  on C enters  and Regional Associ
ations of the Medieval Academy of America has

Top: M ed ieva l w alled  garden  occupied by 
C h arlem agn e ( fa r  left) and seven French Icings 
grouped around the central fleur-de-lis , sym bol o f 
French m onarchy. Bottom : T he fab led  St. Louis, a 
symbol' o f courage and spotless virtue, w ith his wife, 
M arg aret. Louis cradles the H oly Sepulchre in his 
right hand, attesting to religious zeal.
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given  h e r  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x a m in e  interdiscip li
n ary  m edieval s tudies  p ro g ra m s in colleges across 
th e  co u n try .

C re a te d  by H ow ard  Sch less ,  p ro fe sso r  o f  E n g 
lish fro m  C o lu m b ia ,  and K e n n e th  Ja n e s ,  p ro fe sso r  
o f  dram a fro m  B arn ard , th e  co u rse  com bin es  assid
uous e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  te x ts  o f  several  m edieval 
m y s te ry  cycles w ith  a s tu d e n t  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  p o r
t ions  o f  o n e  o f  th e  cycles, th e  Ludus Coventriae.

" T h e  approach  d e m o n s tra te d  to  th e  s tu d en ts  
th a t  m edieval d ram a is n o t  ju s t  'c lo se t  d ram a, '  but 
dram a w r i t te n  to be p e r fo rm e d ,"  S ch less  said.

D u r in g  th e  f irs t  half  o f  th e  s e m e s te r  th e  s tu 
d en ts  m e t  w ith  S ch less  fo r  tw o  o f  th e  th ree  hou rs  
schedu led  a w e e k  to read and analyze  th e  plays.

" O n c e  th e  s tu d e n ts  o v erca m e  the  very  small 
hurdle  o f  reading Middle E n g lish ,"  Sch less  said, 
" t h e y  fe lt  as if they'd  stum bled  o n to  a t re a s u re  
t r o v e . "

S ch less  ta u g h t  th e  s tu d e n ts  m edieval t e c h 
n iqu es  o f  d ram a tiz a t io n  by com p arin g  sim ilar d ra
mas f ro m  d if fe re n t  cycles.

" S o m e  a re  m o re  heavily  didactic th a n  o t h e r s , "  
Sch less  explained. " S o m e  em p h asize  m elod ram a; 
o th e r s  a t te m p t  to  m ake  th e  s to ry  less m iracu lou s 
and m o re  h u m a n  so th a t  th e  audience can becom e 
e n g a g e d ."

For  exam p le ,  in on e  scen e  fro m  the passion 
cycle  o f  th e  Ludus Coventriae, S ch less  po inted  ou t,  the  
soldiers scou rg in g  C h r is t  ta u n t  Him and speak to 
on e  a n o t h e r  using vocabu lary  fro m  children 's  
g a m e s  of th e  period. T h e  w ord s identify  th e  u n fe e l 
ing b eh a v io r  o f  th e  soldiers as a kind o f  m indless, 
u n k n o w in g  b ru ta l i ty — th e  recog n izab le  sadism of  
ch ild ren . In this w ay  th e  audience  is d raw n  to  the  
soldiers . " T h e  people in th e  audience  say  to  t h e m 
se lv e s ,"  Sch less  said, " ' I f  I had b een  th e re ,  I m ight 
hav e  d one  the  sam e  th in g . ' "

T h e  s tu d e n ts  also b ecam e fam il iar  w ith  the  
d ra m a tis ts '  sou rce ,  th e  Bible. T h e y  com pared  the 
scen es  w ith  th e  Biblical e v e n ts  as th e y  are  re lated  in 
th e  O ld  and N ew  T e s t a m e n t s  and analyzed their  
t r a n s fo r m a t io n  f ro m  th e  n a rra t iv e  g e n re  to the  
dram atic .

D u r in g  the last  h a lf  o f  the  s e m e s te r ,  as th e  
p e r fo rm a n c e  date d re w  near, s tu d e n ts  spent only 
o n e  o f  th e  th r e e  w eekly  class m e e tin g s  studying 
th e  te x ts  w ith  S ch less ;  th e  rem a in in g  tw o hour: 
w e re  sp ent in practical w o rk  on th e  production  
w ith  K e n n e th  Janes .

W hile  S c h le s s  ta u g h t  his o w n  n e w  tra n s la t io n  
o f  sec t io n s  o f  th e  Ludus Coventriae, Ja n e s  s tag ed  th e  
sa m e  m ateria l .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  designed and built 
sets  and c o s tu m e s  and p e rfo rm e d  plays w hich, 
a ccord ing  to  Ja n e s ,  had n o t  b een  p re sen ted  on any 
so rt  o f  s ta g e  fo r  sev era l  h u ndred  years.

" P r o f e s s o r  S ch le s s  and I did n o t  alw ays agree  
on th e  s ty les  o f  p r e s e n ta t io n ,"  Ja n e s  c o m m e n ted .  
H e p re fe rre d  th e  v ery  stylized approach  w hile  I 
believe th e  local English  dialects g o v e rn  th e  lan
guag e  o f  th e  plays and give th e  p e r fo rm e rs  g re a te r  
fre e d o m  th a n  is g en era lly  realized.

" T h e  c o u rs e  w as  a 'v oy ag e  o f  d iscov ery ' fo r  th e  
s tu d e n ts — a n e w  language , Middle English ; a new  
m ed iu m , m edieval t h e a t e r — all th e  t im e  involved in 
an in te llec tu a l  d eb a te ."

A n  e n v ir o n m e n t  o f  in te llec tu a l  d eb ate  and 
e x c h a n g e  is sa lu ta ry  fo r  th e  in s tru c to rs  and the 
in s t i tu t io n  as well as th e  s tu d e n ts ,  according to 
F re n ch  p ro fe ss o r  Patric ia  T e r r y ,  w h o  ta u g h t  
" M y t h  and H istory :  T h e  C o u r ts  o f  th e  C ap etian s  
and th e  H o h e n s ta u fe n "  w ith  m e m b e rs  of th e  h is
to ry  and G e r m a n  d ep artm e n ts .  T e a m  tea ch in g  
resu lts  in a " b e t t e r  educated  and m o re  supple" 
facu lty . "B r e a k in g  d ow n th e  rigid b a rr iers  b e tw e e n  
d e p a rtm e n ts  has surely  a civilizing e f fe c t  w h ich  can 
ou t la s t  th e  t ra n s ie n t  lu x u ry  o f  such p ro g ra m s ,"  
T e r r y  co m m e n ted .

A lth o u g h  th e  m edieval and R e n a is s a n c e  s tu d 
ies p ro g ra m  at B a rn a rd  is still being  refined , it has 
been  a national  m odel fo r  ed u ca to rs  h op ing  to fo s 
te r  in te llec tu a l  c o o p e ra t io n  am o n g  d e p a rtm e n ts  at 
o t h e r  colleges  and un iv ers it ies .  For  th e  past th ree  
y e a rs ,  th e  p ro je c t  has sp on so red  a c o n fe r e n c e  on 
pedagogy in m edieval and R e n a is s a n ce  studies, 
based on th e  idea th a t  in terdiscip linary  scholarship  
is n o t  a u tom atica l ly  t ran sla te d  in to  good teaching.

T h e  fo cu s  on pedagogy, un ique  in scholarly  
c o n fe r e n c e s  on m edieval and R e n a is s a n ce  studies, 
has a t tra c te d  n a tion a l  partic ipation ; th e  m o st 
r e c e n t  c o n fe r e n c e  had an  audience o f  1 7 5  scholars  
and s tu d e n ts .

M a n y  ed u ca to rs  still w o rry  th a t  in terdiscip li
n a ry  te a ch in g  " w a te r s  d o w n "  a cu rr icu lu m  and 
d em a n d s less f ro m  the  s tu d e n ts  th an  stud y in a 
single field. T h e  key to  in terdiscip linary  study at 
B a rn a rd ,  according  to  C h a r le s  O lto n ,  D e a n  o f  the  
Faculty ,  is th a t  an in terdiscip linary  p ro g ra m  is not 
a llowed to h a v e  "a  life o f  its o w n ."  M a jo rs  in e i th er  
m ed ieval or R e n a is s a n ce  studies  ch o o se  a trad i

tional field o f  c o n c e n tr a t io n ,  such  as philosophy or 
m usic. T h e y  are  requ ired  to  hav e  five co u rse s  from  
th is  field and th r e e  in terd isc ip linary  co u rse s  in 
addition to  h is to ry  and lan g u ag e  re q u ire m e n ts .

" S o m e  in s t i tu t io n s  'u n h o o k '  in terdiscip linary  
p ro g ra m s  f ro m  th e  m ain d iscip lines ,"  said O lto n .  
" T h e y  o b li te ra te  th e  c o n t r a s ts  b e tw e e n  discipli
na ry  a p p roach es .  T h e  co u rse s  at B a rn a rd  m ainta in  
th e  id en tit ies  o f  sep a ra te  disciplines: th e  s tu d e n ts  
are  con sc io u s  o f  the  d if fer in g  a p p ro a ch e s ."

Y e t ,  according  to Lois Ebin, th e  interdiscip li
n a ry  approach  o f te n  p re s e n ts  pedagogical p ro b 
lem s. " W e  w e r e  afraid  w h e n  w e  s ta rte d  planning 
'W o m e n  in th e  Middle A ges ' th a t  w e  cou ld n 't  do 
ju s t ic e  to  th r e e  d isciplines."  B u t  Ebin  w as not as 
co n c e rn e d  in this cou rse ,  as she  is in traditional 
co u rse s ,  th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  m a s te r '  a particu lar 
w o rk ,  such  as th e  Canterbury Tales, o r  th a t  th e y  gain 
a th o r o u g h  k n o w le d g e  o f  a part icu lar  a u th o r .

"I  w a n te d  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  a 
piece o f  l i te ra tu re  o p era tes  in a specific  h istorica l  
and cu ltu ra l  c o n t e x t , "  she said. It b e c a m e  less 
u r g e n t  fo r  th e m  to  s tu d y  th e  W ife  o f  B a th 's  T a le  
fo r  its o w n  s ign ificance  th a n  to u n d e rs tan d  h ow  
C h a u c e r  used th e  T a le  to  qualify  patr ist ic  a t t i tu d es  
a b o u t  w o m e n  by placing th e s e  early  a rg u m e n ts  
ab o u t  th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  ch a s t i ty  in the  W ifels 
speeches .

T h e  te a ch e rs  w h o  see  in m ed ieval s tudies  p ro 
g ra m s  th e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  cu lt ivating  in their  
s tu d e n ts  th e  g e n era l is t 's  w isd om  and p o w er  of 
th o u g h t  hav e  p re d ece sso rs  in th e  Middle Ages. 
R e s to r in g  th e  broad  cu rr icu lu m  o f  his p a re n t  civili
za t ion  w as p art  o f  th e  edu cational ph ilo sop hy  o f  
Jo h n  o f  S a l isb u ry , a leader o f  th e  p re m a tu re  h u m a 
nism  th a t  appeared in th e  School o f  C h a r t r e s  in th e  
last h a l f  o f  th e  tw e l f th  ce n tu ry .  Jo h n  fe lt  th a t  his 
C lasssica l  a n c e s to rs '  co m m an d  o f  th e  l iberal arts  
"e n a b le d  th e m  to  co m p re h en d  e v e ry th in g  th ey  
read, e levated  th e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  all th ings,  
and e m p o w ered  th e m  to  cu t th r o u g h  th e  k n o ts  of 
all p ro b lem s  possible  of so lu tio n ."

— Linda B la n k e n  
M s. Blanken is the managing editor of H u m an ities .

" M ed ie v a l a n d  R en a issan ce  Studies P ro g ra m " /S u z a n n e  F. W em p le /  
B a r n a rd  C ollege, N Y C / $ 1 5 2 , 6 5 9 / 1  9 7 8 - 8 1  / H ig h e r  Education  

G ran ts, In d iv id u a l Institutions

B a rn a rd  s tu d e n ts  
d e m o n s tr a te  th a t  
m ed iev a l  d ram a w as 
" w r i t t e n  to  be 
p e r fo r m e d / '  by s ta g in g  
a m ed ieval  m y s te ry  
cy cle  w h ich  had not 
b e e n  p e r fo rm e d  for 
h u n d red s  of years .
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M o t h e r s ,  V i r g i n s  
& W a n d e r e r s BY ERIKA J. LAQUER

T w o  p ro blem s th a t  are  m o re  properly  in th e  p u r
v iew  o f  th e  socio logy  of  k n ow led g e  are n o n e th e le s s  
crucial to  a ser io u s  co n s id era t io n  o f  w o m e n  in th e  
Middle A ges: th e  u n ev en  t ra n sm is s io n  o f  n e w  
ap p roaches  to  a field by its o w n  p rac t it io n e rs  and 
p o pularizers ,  and th e  re lu c ta n c e  on th e  part o f  b o th  
p ro fe ss io n a ls  and laypeople to  ab and o n  fam iliar 
co n c ep tu a liz a t io n s  o f  th e  past. S o m e  people once 
called this  period th e  D a rk  A ges until  th o se  g e n e r 
alists ca u g h t  up w ith  th e  re s e a r c h  o f  specialists. 
M o s t  c u rs o ry  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  Middle A g es  k n o w  all 
th e  u su al exam p le s  of w o m e n : E le an o r  o f  A q u i
ta in e  and C o u r t ly  Love, th e  doom ed  lovers  H elo ise  
and A b elard , th e  cu lt  o f  th e  V irg in ,  and W itch c ra ft .  
M a n y  see th e s e  e xa m p les ,  h o w e v e r ,  as less ser ious, 
and do n o t  fee l  th e  need  to re ev a lu a te  th e  ro les and 
s te re o ty p e s  o f  w o m e n  in this  period.

W o m e n 's  h is to ry  is hardly  new , hav ing  g ro w n  
n a tu ra l ly  f ro m  th e  l ib era t io n  m o v e m e n ts  o f  the  
la te  1 9 6 0 s  and th e ir  a t te m p ts  to  d iscover th e  roots  
o f  g e n d e r ,  class and racial inequality . S in ce  th e n ,  
m a n y  people involved  in w o m e n 's  s tudies  have 
b e e n  en g ag ed  in a th r e e - fo ld  process :  d iscovering 
w o m e n 's  lives and voices, c o n s tr u c t in g  n e w  models 
o f  past  soc ie t ies ,  and a n aly z in g  th e  re a so n s  fo r  the 
ex c lu s io n  o f  such  m a te r ia l  in th e  past.

Judy C h icag o 's  m ass iv e  ceram ic  and n e ed le 
w o rk  co m p o sit io n  The Dinner Party, com pleted  in
1 9 7 9 ,  b e s t  exem p lif ies  th e  in terdisc ip linary  n a tu re  
of this th r e e - fo ld  process .  A n  a rt is t ,  no t  a h is torian , 
C h icag o  has succeeded  w h e re  m a n y  h is tor ian s  
h a v e  failed in tra n s m it t in g  specific exam p les  and 
im ag es  o f  th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  w o m en . 
S h e  revea ls  th e  value th a t  she  and h e r  co w o rk e rs  
fo u n d  in th e  d iscov ery  o f  w o m e n 's  lives f r o m  the  
past. T h i r t e e n  places on  o n e  side o f  th e  tr iang u lar  
d in n er  p arty  tab le  are  se t  fo r  w o m e n  o f  th e  Middle

A g es .  T h e  w e l l-k n o w n  E le a n o r  o f  A q u ita in e  
(d .1 2 0 4 )  and C h r is t in e  de Pisan  (d .1 43 1 )  appear, as 
w ell  as m o re  o b sc u re  w o m e n : A b b e ss  H ro sw ith a  
(d .1 0 0 2 ) ,  th e  only  p e rso n  to  im ita te  T e r e n c e  su c
ce ss fu l ly  in th e  Middle A ges; T r o tu la  (d .1 09 7 ) ,  c r e 
dited as th e  a u th o r  o f  a popular ob s te tr ica l  and 
g y n eco log ica l  te x t ;  and P etron il la  de M a r th  
(d .1 3 2 4 ) ,  an Irish  p e asan t  w h o  was b u rned  to death 
as a w itch .

P erh a p s  th e  re lu c tan ce  o f  m an y  m edievalists  
to  e n g a g e  in this  th r e e - fo ld  process  o f  th e  h is to ry  
o f  w o m e n  d erives f r o m  th e  silence  or  am bivalence  
to w a rd s  w o m e n  fo u n d  in m a n y  m edieval sou rces.  
K in g  A lfred  th e  G r e a t 's  division o f  n in th -c e n tu r y  
E n g lish  s o c ie ty — th o se  w h o  f ig h t  (bellatores), th o se  
w h o pray (oratores), and th o se  w h o  w o rk  (labor- 
atores)—  rem ains  stand ard  fo r  th e  early  Middle Ages. 
A l th o u g h  A lfred  isolated th e  d efin ite ly  male 
w a r r io r  class, he  n e v e r  specifically  gave cred it  to 
th e  e x is te n c e  o f  w o m e n  in th e  o th e r  tw o  groups.

A m b iv a len ce  ab o u t  w o m e n  p e rm e a te s  the  
w o rk  o f  th e o lo g ia n s  and o t h e r  sch o lars  tra ined  in 
th e  ch u rc h .  T w o  o f  th e  m o st  im p o r ta n t  f ig u res  in 
th e  Ju d e o -C h r is t ia n  h e r i ta g e ,  th e  a rc h - te m p tre s s  
E ve and th e  lo n g -s u f fe r in g  m o th e r /v irg in  M ary ,  
r e p r e s e n t  opposite  poles o f  e x p e r ien ces  and im ages 
o f  w o m e n .  E ach  pole had a d h e ren ts .  S o m e  tw e l f th -  
ce n tu r y  m o n a st ic  a u th o rs  identified  Jesu s  and the 
A b b o t  as m o th e r  to  em phasize  the  im p o r ta n ce  of 
n u r tu r a n c e  and guidance fo r  th e  soul, a develop
m e n t  p re s e n te d  in a re c e n t  book  by C aro lin e  
B y n u m , Docere Verbo et Exemplo. T h e  D o m in ican s  
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  The H am m er of Witches in 1 4 8 7  filled 
th e ir  h a n d b o o k  fo r  in q u is i tors  w ith  m isogy nist ic  
co n d e m n a t io n s  o f  th e  evil, gullible n a tu re  of 
w o m e n ,  w h o  w e re  m o re  p ro n e  to  th e  te m p ta t io n s  
o f  th e  Devil.

The Burgundian Code, w r i t t e n  ab ou t 5 0 0 ,  is a 
s ig n if ica n t  so u rce  fo r  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m ig ration  
period and th e  g e n era l  cond ition  o f  w o m e n . At 
least  th i r ty  o f  th e  C o d e 's  1 0 5  edicts d irectly  co n 
c e rn  w o m e n . T h e  sou rce s  h e re  are  far f ro m  silent 
and revea l  th e  la w m a k e r 's  con sid erat io n  of 
w o m e n 's  c lass and place w ith in  th e  fam ily. C u ltu ra l  
a n th ro p o lo g is ts  hav e  sen sit ized  m edieval h is to r i 
ans to  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  kin s t ru c tu r e ,  n o t io n s  of 
h o n o r  in trad itio na l  and n o n li te ra te  societ ies ,  and 
th e  ro les  o f  c e re m o n y  and ritual.  B u rg u n d ian  
d a u g h te rs  could m ak e  ce r ta in  c laim s on th e ir  
m o th e r 's  e s ta te s ,  indicating th e  re m n a n ts  of 
m a tr il in ea l  success io n . A f re e b o rn  w ife  w as  h ighly 
co m p en sa ted  if so m e o n e  cu t o f f  h e r  hair, but only  if 
th is  o f fe n s e  to  h e r  h o n o r  to ok  place w ith in  her  
h u sb an d 's  co u rty ard . Early d eath  and fre q u e n t  
re m a rr ia g e  crea ted  large  com p lex  B u rg u n d ia n  
h o u seh o ld s  th a t  w e re  v e ry  d if fe ren t  f ro m  the 
n u c le a r  fam ily . In th e s e  h o u seh old s ,  conflic ts  of 
n a ta l  and m arita l  fam ily  a llegiance o f te n  d isrupted 
th e  frag ile  peace o f  th e  B u rg u n d ia n  kingdom . 
W ith o u t  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  s ignificance  of 
th e  fam ily  w ith  all its m e m b e r s  o u r  p ic ture  o f  the  
re a s o n s  fo r  th e  Burgundian Code lacks accuracy. D is 
co v er in g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  w o m e n  in The Burgundian 
Code v irtu a lly  d em ands th e  second phase  o f  the  
th re e - fo ld  process : c o n s tr u c t in g  m o re  realistic  
m odels  o f  m edieval society .

I w ould p ropose  an a l te rn a te  tr ip a rt ite  model 
o f  w o m e n  in m edieval society : M o th e r s ,  V irg in s  
and W a n d e re rs .  T h is  m odel en co m p a sse s  th e  v ar
ie ty  o f  e x p e rien ces  o f  individuals su ch  as Q u e e n  
E le a n o r  o f  A q u ita in e ,  A b bess  H ro sw ith a ,  and the 
p e asan t  w itch  P etron il la ,  as well as w o m e n  as a 
group . It also tak es  in to  a cco u n t  th e  am b iv a lence  
and h a tre d  to w ard s  fem ales  found  in m edieval

Walters Art Gallery

Left: "By the late M iddle 
A ges paintings reveal that 
Joseph had lost all his hair  
and aged at least one 
generation to become a 
father-like figure fo r  M ary  
and more of a grandfather 
to the infant Jesus." 
M iddle: A  ca .1 2 5 0  statue 
of the Virgin from  the 
demolished choir screen of 
the Strasbourg Cathedral. 
Right: Female members of 
the O rder of St. John of 
jerusalem (Hospitalers).

5



W
al

te
rs

 
Ar

t 
G

al
le

ry

Louis VII and Eleanor of 
A quitaine on their way to 
the Crusade in 1 1 47 .  St. 
Bernard is shown helping 
Eleanor into the boat.
Below: From the Cathedral 
at Chartres: a stained glass 
window showing the Virgin 
M ary and the infant J esus.

theo log ica l  w r it in g s .
A lth o u g h  a c o n t ro v e rs y  rages  am o n g  fe m i

nists  today ab o u t  th e  biological im p erative  of 
m o th e rh o o d ,  in medieval soc iety  as in any u n d e r
d eveloped socie ty ,  re p ro d u ct io n  had e n o rm o u s  
im p o rtan ce  w h ich  placed a u n iq u e  value on m o t h 
erhoo d . P oor  n u tr i t io n  for all c lasses, a s ign ifi
ca n tly  sh o r te n e d  span o f  ferti li ty , low er  fecundity , 
in ad e q u a te  o b s te tr ica l  care ,  and high in fa n t  and 
m a te rn a l  m o rta l ity  all co n tr ib u ted  to slow  and 
erra t ic  d em og rap h ic  g ro w th .  W o m e n  m ay  have 
b een  placed on a pedestal  as m o th e rs ,  especially  of 
m ale ch ild ren , b ecau se  th e y  w e re  valued fo r  c o n 
t in u in g  th e ir  h u sb an d 's  fam ily. E m otion a l  bonds in 
th e  fam ily  s ee m  to  h a v e  b ee n  closer  b e tw e e n  
m o th e r  and child ren  th a n  b e tw e e n  w ife  and h u s 
band. E lea n o r  o f  A q u ita in e  provides an exce llen t 
exa m p le  o f  th e  life o f  a m o th e r .  S h e  produced only 
fem ale  ch ild ren  in h e r  f irst  m a rr iag e  to  K ing Louis 
VII o f  France ,  and i t  w as part ly  fo r  this  re a s o n  that 
he d ivorced her . S h e  th e n  m arr ied  H e n ry  II o f  E n g 
land, at lea st  te n  y e ars  h e r  ju n io r .  W ith  him  she had 
five sons and th r e e  d a u g h ters ,  and th e n  plotted 
w ith  h e r  son  R ich ard  fo r  c o n tro l  of h e r  o w n  land of 
A q u ita in e  ag a in st  h e r  h u sb an d  and king, w ho 
e v e n tu a l ly  placed h e r  u n d er  h ou se  a rre s t .

P re g n a n c y  provided a visible sign o f  m o th e r 
hood, b ut it o f fe red  n o  such  g u a r a n te e s  o f  p a te r 
nity , and so ev e ry  e f fo r t  w as made to re s tr ic t  the  
activ it ies  o f  w o m e n  o f  a r is to cra cy  so th a t  th ey  
w ould n o t  be sexually  p ro m iscu ou s. T h e  a d u lte r 
ous w i fe /m o th e r  risked  d ivorce w ith o u t  a s e t t le 
m e n t  of h e r  d ow ry. W h e th e r  cou rtly  love 
re p re s e n te d  social rea lities  or l i te rary  co n v e n tio n s ,  
its r i tu a ls  served  to  iso late  la belle dame as a passive 
re ce iv e r  o f  th e  p o etry  and ad ora t ion  o f  her  
ad m irer .  T h e o lo g ia n s  and o th e r s  th o u g h t  th at  
w o m e n  needed to  be con tro l led  b ecau se  o f  the ir  
p a ss io n ate  n a tu re s ,  and th u s  m arr ied  w o m e n  lived 
in th e  sam e d ep end ent re la t io nsh ip s  w ith  th e ir  
h u sb an d s  as th e y  had w ith  th e ir  fa th e rs  as y ou n g  
girls. T h e y  had no legal id entit ies ,  and could not 
m ak e  c o n t ra c ts  or  wills w i th o u t  th e  approval o f  
th e ir  h u sb an d s/g u a rd ia n s ,  except in th e  case of 
v e ry  w e a lth y  h e iresses .

E v e n  th e  V irg in  M a ry  needed a h u sb an d  to 
p ro te c t  and c o n tro l  h er .  T h e  steady g r o w th  o f  the  
cu lt  o f  th e  V irg in  M a r y  fro m  th e  relic fo rg er ie s  in 
th e  n in th  ce n tu r y  to  th e  w ind ow  and s ta tu e  o f  O u r  
Lady o f  C h a r t r e s  in th e  tw e l f th  ce n tu r y  paralleled 
an a u g m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  legends o f  Joseph . 
A lth o u g h  the earliest  po rtraya ls  o f  Jo sep h  in th e  
e ig h th  c e n tu r y  s h o w  him  as a re latively  y ou n g  
m an, by th e  late  Middle A g es  paintings reveal  th at

h e  had lost  all his ha ir  and aged at least  on e  g e n e r a 
t ion  to  b eco m e  a fa th e r - l ik e  f ig u re  fo r  M a ry  and 
m o re  o f  a g r a n d fa th e r  to th e  in fa n t  Je su s .  D e v o 
tional in te r e s t  in th e  H oly  Fam ily  com es  later.

M ary 's  im p o rta n ce  as a m o th e r  increased  in th e  
tw e l f th  ce n tu r y  in re la t ion  to  th e  theological 
e m phasis  on th e  h u m a n i ty  of Jesu s ,  and his s u f fe r 
ing. M a ry  b eca m e  a sym bol o f  m o st  w o m e n : a 
m o th e r  w h o  fulfilled h e r  role  as a n u r tu r e r  h u m 
bly, in spite o f  th e  b u rd en  of carry in g  Eve's sins. In 
th e  th i r te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  h o w e v e r ,  at th e  sam e tim e 
th a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  a ltar dedications and devotions 
to th e  V irg in  M a ry  pro li fe ra ted , som e th eo log ian s  
argu ed  th e  th e o r y  o f  th e  Im m a cu la te  C o n ce p tio n  
o f  th e  m o th e r  o f  C o d . A lth o u g h  th e  official doc
trine  o f  th e  Im m acu la te  C o n ce p tio n  gained papal 
approval only  in th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry ,  it reveals 
th e  co n fu s io n  o f  th e o lo g ia n s  to w ard s  w o m e n . T h e  
m o th e r  o f  C o d  m u st  also be an undefiled  virgin 
free  o f  any association  w ith  p ro creat io n .

T h e  second g roup  I identified  in th e  process  of 
c o n s tr u c t in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  m edieval w o m e n  c o m 
prises th e  w o m e n  w h o  ch o se  to  live as ce libates  in 
th e  C h u rc h :  th e  t ru e  V irg ins .  H ere  w e re  th e  
w o m e n  e v en  m o re  p e rfe c t  fo r  th e  theolog ians :  
w o m e n  w h o  rem ov ed  th e m se lv es  fro m  worldly 
in v o lv e m e n ts ,  ab an d o n ed  th e ir  fam ilies  o f  origin , 
and jo in ed  relig ious o rd ers  w h ich  fo llow ed explicit 
ru les  o f  cond u ct.  T h e  in s is ten ce  o f  th e  papal re fo r m  
m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  la te  e le v e n th  ce n tu r y  on th e  dis
t in c t io n s  b e tw e e n  clerg y  and laypeople e ffe c t iv e ly  
dim inished  th e  earlie r  p o w er  o f  w o m e n  ov er  o th e r  
w o m e n  in th e  C h u rc h .  B ecau se  w o m e n  n e v e r  had 
th e  r ig h t  to  a d m in is te r  s a c ra m e n ts  th e y  had a 
seco n d -c lass  s ta tu s  in th e  C h u rc h .  M o st  medieval 
in te llec tu a ls  lived in c o n v e n ts  u n d er  th e  R u le  o f  St.  
B en ed ic t ,  p ro te c ted  but isolated f ro m  th e  re s t  o f  
th e  world.

A b bess  Hildegard o f  B in g e n  (d .11 79 )  w r o te  
u n iq u e  theological  specula tio ns  on th e  or ig ins  of 
th e  c o sm o s  and also collected medicinal h erb s ,  in 
addition to  a d m in is te r in g  a large co n v e n t .  If her  
ideas had g o t te n  bey on d  th e  c o n v e n t ,  she  could 
hav e  b een  accused  o f  h e re sy .  M a n y  n u n s  appear to 
h av e  b een  placed in c o n v e n ts  a ga in st  th e ir  w ishes,  
and th e y  saw  no value in fo llow ing  th e  s tr ic tu res  of  
th e  B en ed ic t in e  Rule . T o  ju d ge  by th e  fre q u e n t  
a d m o n it io n s  o f  th e  t h i r te e n th -c e n tu r y  A rch bish op  
O d o  R igau d  a g ain st  th e  n u n s  o f  N o rm an d y , som e 
n u n s  hoarded  squ irre l  fu rs  to  replace th e ir  drab 
c lo th e s ,  le ft  th e  c o n v e n ts  w ith o u t  perm ission  to 
visit th e ir  fam ilies ,  and con cocted  h erba l  abortives  
fo r  th e ir  fr iends.

T h e  p ro fe sse d  life o f  virg in ity  occupied the

lives o f  m a n y  w o m e n  and m o st  closely approxi
m ated  th e  C h u r c h 's  ideal fo r  w o m e n .  In spite  o f  
theo log ica l  in te r e s t  in p ro cre a t io n ,  v irg in ity  and 
celibacy w e re  h igh ly  praised. Like th e  m o th e rs ,  
v irg ins  fo llow ed  a rule and w e re  supposed to act in 
o b ed ien t  and passive w ays in C h r is t ia n  society.

For  m e th e  m o st  in te re s t in g  w o m e n  are  called 
th e  W a n d e re r s .  In this  g ro u p  are w o m e n  w h o  r e 
sisted th e  o th e r  m odels  fo r  w o m e n  w h ich  
d efined  th e m  in te rm s  o f  re p ro d u ctio n :  h ere t ics ,  
s ingle  w o m e n ,  w itch es .  W o m e n  s ee m  to  h a v e  b een  
v e ry  n u m e ro u s  in th e  ran k s  o f  m ed ieval h ere tica l  
m o v e m e n ts ,  such  as th e  C a th a r s ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  in 
th e  leadership  positions, as th e y  w e re  in early  
C h ris t ia n ity .

A lth o u g h  h is to r ia n s  hav e  tro u b le  deciding 
w h e th e r  w i tc h c r a f t  ever  ex is ted  as a s ecre t  sect ,  
m e m b e r s  o f  m edieval soc ie ty  f irm ly  believed  in the  
rea li ty  o f  th e  d es tru c t iv e  p o w ers  o f  w itch e s .  T h e  
b ig g est  fe a r  ab o u t  w itch e s  w as th a t  th e y  could not 
be im m ed iate ly  d ist inguished  fro m  o t h e r  m e m b e rs  
o f  society ; th e y  w e re  th e  e n em y  w ith in ,  and the 
vast  m a jo r i ty  o f  people p ersecu ted  fo r  w itc h c r a f t  
w e re  fem ale.

T h e  m a ss  p e rsec u t io n s  belong  to  th e  so-called 
R e n a is s a n ce  period. A f te r  th e  publication o f  the  
H am m er of Witches in 1 4 8 7 ,  w itch  co n fess io n s  on the  
c o n t in e n t  tended to  fo cu s  on acts  o f  sexu al  and 
social te r ro r is m .  M id w ives  w e re  accused o f  w i tc h 
c ra f t  fo r  dedicating in fa n ts  to  th e  Devil or  m u rd e r 
ing th e m . O t h e r s  w e re  alleged to  co n c o c t  potions 
to  ruin  m ale po tency , while  som e w e re  supposed to 
fa b r ica te  ad u lterou s  love potions to  d es tro y  m a r 
riages. W h e re a s  m any traditional societ ies  label 
ce r ta in  individuals as evil-doers  or  w itches ,  only  in 
C h r is t ia n  E u ro p e  did w o m e n  p red om in a te ,  and 
w ith  so m a n y  sexu al crim es. W itch e s  w e re  s o m e 
tim es accused  o f  w ithho ld ing  sexu ali ty  and at o th e r  
t im es  th e y  w e re  see n  as p ro m iscu o u s  w ith  m e n  and 
w o m e n . T h a t  is, th o se  w o m e n  labeled as w itch es  
w e re  accused  o f  e x a g g e ra te d  b eh a v io r  appropriate  
to th e  o t h e r  tw o  gro u p s , v irgins and m o th e rs .

It is a long ch ro n olog ica l  and m en ta l  ju m p  fro m  
th e  in h e r ita n ce  r ig h ts  o f  d a u g h ters  in f i f th -c e n tu ry  
B u rg u n d y  to  th e  accu sa t io n s  a ga in st  w itch e s  in 
f i f t e e n th -c e n tu r y  G e r m a n y .  T a k in g  on the third 
task  o f  w o m e n 's  h is to ry  n e cess i ta te s  an analysis of 
w h y  h is to r ia n s  hav e  excluded th e  exp e r ien ces  of 
w o m e n  fro m  ser io u s  con sid erat io n . Lack o f  s o u r 
ces is no e x cu s e  at all as th e  f irs t  exam p le  fro m  the  
B u rg u n d ia n  code show ed. It is c lear  th a t  so m e  co n 
fu s io n  in th e  h is torica l  so u rce s  ex is ts  primarily 
b ecau se  th e  C h u r c h ,  w h ich  con tro l led  access to 
l i te racy  and ed u cation , had a m b iv a le n t  and c o n tr a 
d ictory  a tt i tu d e s  to w ard s  w o m e n . S o m e  o f  the  
la te r  th eo log ica l  tre a t is e s ,  especially th o s e  aga inst  
w itch e s ,  display th e  full ran ge  o f  the  m iso g y n y  of 
s o m e  individual w r ite rs .  T h e  kinds o f  q u est io n s  
medieval h is to r ia n s  hav e  asked in th e  past have led 
to th e  ex c lu s io n  o f  w o m e n .  If h is tor ian s  are  i n te r 
ested  in q u e s t io n s  o f  political and econom ic  pow er, 
th e y  are  less likely to  tu rn  th e ir  a t te n t io n  to  people 
w ith o u t  th o se  fo rm s  o f  pow er.  It has been  easy in 
th e  past to  ig n o re  th e  role  o f  w o m e n  and th e  im p o r
tan ce  o f  th e  fam ily, b ut w e do so n ow  at o u r  peril.



T h e le tte r s  o f  
Catharine o f  S iena
"....Let humility drive out pride, and voluntary poverty drive 
out the wealth and pleasures and conditions o f the world. Let 
peace drive out and conquer w ar in one's own soul and in the 
soul of one's neighbor. Let patience master impatience through 
love for Cod's honor and one's own virtue, and through hatred 
and contempt for oneself let one bear courageously and patiently 
anguish, abuse, derision and insult, physical pain, and tem
poral loss. This is the way one ought to act, and to be constant, 
firm , stable and patient....

"O most holy father, my dearest Babbo, open your mind's 
eye and see with understanding! If virtue is so necessary for  
everyone, if  each one individually needs it for the salvation of 
his or her own soul, how much more do you need this constancy 
and strength and patience— you who must feed and govern the 
mystic body o f holy Church, your bride!"

T h e  passag e  is f ro m  a le t te r  w r i t t e n  in 1 3 7 6  or 
1 3 7 7  by C a t h e r in e  o f  Siena. S h e  is ad dressing  Pope 
G r e g o r y  XI. T h e  "a n g u is h ,  abuse, derision and 
insult ,  physical pain, and tem p o ra l  lo ss "  th a t  she  is 
urg in g  on him  are  w h a t  probably  aw ait  h im  in 
R o m e , if he r e tu r n s  f ro m  A v ign on  w h e re  ab ou t 
se v e n ty  years  earlie r  Pope C le m e n t  V  had moved 
th e  Holy Se e  to  m ain ta in  c lo ser  superv is ion  o f  th e  
F re n ch  m o n a rch y .  In th is  le t t e r  and in o th e r s ,  she 
tells h im , in so m an y  w o rd s ,  th a t  if he  does not h ave 
the  cou rag e  to m ove th e  seat of pow er back to R om e, 
h e  sh ou ld  res ig n . C a t h e r in e ,  w h o  was v e n e ra te d  
d uring  h e r  l i fe t im e  ( 1 3 4 7 - 1 3 8 0 )  and canon ized  in 
1 4 6 1 ,  b e ca m e  o n e  o f  on ly  tw o  w o m e n  ever  to  be 
aw ard ed  th e  title  Doctor in th e  R o m a n  C a th o lic  
ch u rc h .  (T e re s a  o f  Avila is th e  o th er .)

Advising popes w as  ju s t  o n e  o f  th e  roles 
a ssu m e d  by th is  e x tr a o rd in a ry  m edieval w o m an . 
S h e  a t tra c te d  fe rv e n t  disciples w h o  w e re  draw n 
to  h e r  fo rc e fu l  m y stic ism  and h e r  theological  
te a ch in g s ,  ch ie f  am o n g  th e m  th e  identif ica tion  of 
G o d  as t ru th  and love.

B u t  h e r  in f lu e n ce  ex te n d e d  far  beyond her 
circle o f  disciples. A t a tim e w h e n  th e  ro les of 
w o m e n  in g e n era l  w e r e  rigidly prescribed  and 
w h e n  th e  accepted  p a t te rn  fo r  w o m e n  pu rsu ing  a 
re lig ious life w as  to  be c lo is tered , C a th e r in e  was 
in te n se ly ,  actively and publicly involved in the  
m a jo r  eccles iastica l  and political issu es  o f  the  day. 
S h e  a rd e n tly  supp orted  th e  C ru s a d e s ,  e x h o rt in g  
on e  and all to  shed blood for  C h r is t  ju s t  as C h r is t  
had shed  His for  m ankind, and she  s tro n g ly  upheld 
th e  C h u r c h  belief th a t  P a les tin e  really  belonged to 
R o m e  and should be w o n  back.

S h e  is credited  w ith  finally conv in cing  G r e 
g ory  to  m o ve  back to R o m e  in 1 3 7 6 .

S h e  w as involved in try ing  to  reso lve  th e  c o n 
flict b e tw e e n  th e  Papacy and th e  c i ty -s ta te s  o f  the  
Italian p en in su la  w h o  w e re  stru g g lin g  fo r  the ir  
political ind ep end en ce  and has b een  accused of 
a lm o st  s in gle -h an d ed ly  cau sing  th e  schism  (1 37 8 )  
to w h ich  this s tru g g le  e ven tu ally  led.

T h r o u g h o u t  her  life, she n ev er  h es ita ted  to 
o f fe r  her  advice to th e  m a jo r  re ligious and civil 
leaders o f  th e  day. H ow  do you explain h ow  a 
simple, u n le t te re d  woman could in fo u r t e e n th -  
ce n tu r y  E urope rise to such  a position o f  in fluence  
and p ro m in e n ce ?

" H e r  in f lu en ce  th e n  I th in k  ca m e  fro m  th e  fact 
th a t  C h r is t ia n i ty  really  d om inated  people's  l ives,"  
says S is te r  S u z a n n e  N o ffk e ,  w h o  is cu rre n t ly  
w o rk in g  on a tra n sla t io n  o f  C a th e r in e 's  le t te rs .  "A

p e rso n  w h o  w as  ob viou sly  holy gained a lot of 
a t te n t io n  and w as l is tened  to and also w as s o r t  of 
te s ted  by a lot o f  people to  see  if she  w as 'rea l . '  And 
C a t h e r in e  was very  vocal. T h a t  would a cco u n t  for 
a lot o f  h e r  c o n te m p o ra ry  in te re s t  and influence.

"I  th in k  h e r  e n d u rin g  in te re s t  com es  fro m  the 
fact th a t  she  had an am azing  intell igence. Even 
th o u g h  she  n e v e r  had any fo rm al  schoo ling , th e  
s t r e n g th  o f  h e r  a rg u m e n ts  sh ow ed  th a t  she  had a 
re m a rk a b le  m ind ."

C a th e r in e 's  3 8 2  le t ters  b ear  w i tn e ss  to  her  
personal  and social d ev elop m en t at th e  sam e tim e 
th e y  provide a un iq u e  glim p se  in to  late  fo u r t e e n th -  
c e n tu r y  Italian society . N ow , for th e  f irs t  t im e, all 
th e s e  l e t te rs  are  being m ade accessible  to  the  
E n g lish -sp ea k in g  world  th ro u g h  a tra n sla t io n  p ro j
ect u n d e rta k e n  by N o ffk e ,  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  S isters  
of St. D o m in ic  in R acin e ,  W isco nsin ,  w ith  support 
fro m  U .S .  D o m in ica n  co n g reg a tio n s  and th e  NEH.

N o ffk e ,  w h o  holds a P h .D .  in l inguisitics  f ro m  
th e  U n iv ers i ty  o f  W isco n s in ,  has a lready tran sla ted  
C a th e r in e 's  Dialogue and h e r  Prayers (Paulist  P ress).  
As ch ie f  t r a n s la to r  and editor  for th e  c u r r e n t  p ro j
ect she  is u sing  th e  on ly  critical edition o f  th e  Letters 
ev e r  to  be m a d e — an edition still in p ro g ress .  T h a t  
edition , b e g u n  d uring  th e  1 9 2 0 s  by E u g e n e  D u p re-  
T h e s e id e r  o f  th e  Is t i tu to  S to r ic o  Italiano per il 
M ed io  Evo in R o m e ,  is being com pleted  by A n to n io  
V o lp a to  o f  th e  U n iv ers ity  of R o m e .

E ven  th o u g h  th e re  is evidence th a t  C a th e r in e  
learn ed  to  w r ite ,  she dictated m o st  o f  h e r  l e t te rs  to 
secre ta r ie s .  T h e y  w e re  collected sh o r t ly  a f te r  her  
d ea th  by h e r  disciples w h o  w a n ted  to p re serv e  and 
d isse m in a te  th e m  fo r  spiritual edification.

N o ffk e 's  task  is to m ake th e s e  le t te rs ,  w r i t t e n  
in late  f o u r t e e n th - c e n tu r y  S ien e se  dialect, u n d e r
stand able  to t w e n t ie th -c e n tu r y  read ers  o f  English. 
S u rp ris in g ly ,  sh e  says, dealing w ith  th is  dialect has 
n o t  proved difficu lt  b ecau se  she  cam e to  C a t h e 

r in e 's  le t te rs  " t h r o u g h  th e  back d o o r ."
" F i r s t  I lea rn ed  to  decipher C a th e r in e 's  lan 

g u ag e  and fro m  th a t  I cam e to co n te m p o ra ry  Ital
ia n ,"  she  explains. " T h e  d if fe ren ce s  b e tw ee n  
C a th e r in e 's  lan g u age  and c o n te m p o ra ry  Italian are  
n o t  th a t  m ajor .  T h e r e  are  a fe w  s tru c tu ra l  d i f fe re n 
ces and th e  spelling and so m e tim e s  th e  vocabu lary  
a re  c lo ser  to  th e  L a t in ."

D ealin g  w ith  C a th e r in e 's  individualistic style  
has  posed g r e a te r  p ro b lem s fo r  th e  tra n sla to r .  As 
N o f fk e  w r o te  in a paper: " M o s t  o f  th e  fe a tu re s  
w h ic h  m a rk  C a th e r in e 's  sty le  in c o n t ra s t  to  m o re  
g e n e r a l  T u s c a n  p a t te rn s  o f  h e r  day indicate  n o t  a 
studied l i te rary  a r t is try ,  b u t  r a th e r  a re len tless  
'p u m p in g ' o f  th e  c o m m o n e s t  re s o u rce s  o f  the  lan
g u ag e  in an a p p aren t e f fo r t  to  fo rce  it to ca rry  the  
full in te n s i ty  and com p lex ity  of h e r  th o u g h t .  L an 
guag e  is to ta lly  s e rv a n t  to  h e r  m essag e ,  and if 
a t te n t io n  to  s t r u c tu r e  lags b ehand  h e r  th o u g h t ,  the  
th o u g h t  will n o t  wait:  s t r u c tu r e  flies to  th e  w ind !"

P erh ap s  all th is  "p u m p in g "  o f  th e  language  is 
w h a t  caused one  sch o lar  to  call C a th e r in e 's  le t te rs  
" t h e  m o st  d ynam ic  Italian prose  of the  fo u r te e n th  
c e n t u r y "  (E rn e s t  H a tch  W ilkins in A History of Italian  
Literature).

U n d o u b ted ly  C a th e r in e 's  m o st  vivid le t t e r  is 
on e  w r i t t e n  to  h e r  spiritual fa th e r ,  B r o th e r  R a y 
m ond, in w h ich  she  tells  h im  o f  a special grace  she 
had ob ta ined  fo r  a y o u n g  P eru g ia n  w h o was 
b ehead ed  in S iena. In it, sh e  b re a th le ss ly  re la tes  the  
e cs tasy  she  felt  as she  c a u g h t  th e  you n g  m an's  head 
in h e r  hands and sen sed  his soul leave his body to 
jo in  God:

" O h  h ow  bound lessly  sw e e t  it w as to see G od's  
g oo d n ess ,  w ith  w h a t  te n d e r n e s s  and love he a- 
w aited  th a t  soul w h e n  it had le ft  its b od y— th e  eye 
o f  his m e rcy  tu rn e d  to w ard  i t— w h en  it cam e to 
e n te r  in to  his side b ath ed  in its ow n blood, w hich  
fo u n d  its w o r th  in th e  blood o f  G od 's  S o n !"
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L a te r  sh e  adds, " N o w  th a t  he  [the prisoner] 
w as  at re s t ,  m y soul res ted  in peace  and q u iet  in 
su c h  f ra g r a n c e  o f  blood th a t  1 could n o t  b ear  to 
w a s h  a w a y  his blood th a t  had splashed on m e ."

C a th e r in e 's  le t t e r s  are  filled w ith  re fe re n c e s  to 
blood and th e  spilling o f  it, a th e m e  th a t  m a n y  
c o n te m p o ra ry  re a d ers  m ay  find d is tas te fu l .  " P e o 
ple alw ays tell  m e o n e  th in g  th e y  can 't  s tand  ab ou t 
C a t h e r in e  is all th a t  b loo d ,"  N o ffk e  acknow led ges.  
" Y e t  w h e n  C a t h e r in e  talks ab o u t  blood it b eco m es  
a v ery  re f in ed ,  a lm ost poetic ,  sy m b olic  th ing . T h e  
blood is sy m b oliz in g  G od 's  g if t  o f  l ife in Jesu s .  Y ou  
h a v e  to  th in k ,  too, of C a th e r in e 's  o w n  exp e rien ce  
w ith  life as a bloody affa ir .  S h e  picked up bodies. 
S h e  b uried  people. S h e  probably  assisted  in child
b irth .  S h e  w itn e ssed  h a n d -to -h a n d  f ig hts  in the  
s t r e e t s  o f  S ie n a . . . . "

C e n tr a l  to  C a th e r in e 's  teach ing , says N o ffk e ,  
w as  n o t  blood, e i th e r  l itera lly  or  sym bolically , but 
h e r  id e n tif ica t io n  o f  G o d  as t r u th  and love, on e  of 
th e  m a jo r  th e m e s  o f  the  scholastics ,  w h o s e - th e o l 
ogy  d re w  heavily  on  A r is to te l ia n  philosophy. (O n e  
o f  th e  m o re  fa m o u s  o f  this group , T h o m a s  A q u i
nas, w as also a D o m in ica n .)  " E v e r y th in g  else flow s 
fr o m  t h a t — h e r  c o n c e r n  ab o u t  th e  love people have 
fo r  each  o th e r ,  h e r  belief th a t  people in posit ions  of 
p o w e r  and w e a lth  should  ad m in is te r  th a t  po w er 
and w e a l th  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  o t h e r s . "

C a th e r in e 's  o w n  c o n c e rn  and w a r m th  o f te n  
sh in e  th r o u g h  th e  le t te rs  ev en  th o u g h  h e r  disciples 
so m e t im e s  deleted  th e  m o re  personal  passages 
fro m  th e  earlie r  co llections.  Sh e  chides h e r  b ro th e r ,  
a lbeit  a f fe c t io n a te ly ,  fo r  n eg lectin g  to  w r ite  to 
th e ir  m o th e r .  S h e  c o n s ta n t ly  tells G r e g o r y  XI that

he shou ld  be m o re  fo rc e fu l  and accu ses  his su cces
sor ,  th e  h a rs h  U rb a n  V I, o f  hav ing  an "a c id "  p er
son a lity  in dire need o f  hum ility . S h e  w rite s  to  a 
p ro s t i tu te ,  n o t  to  co n d e m n  or  d egrade h er ,  but to 
speak to  h e r  o f  th e  b ea u ty  o f  v ir tu e  and o f  living a 
v ir tu o u s  life.

" I n  g e n era l ,  C a th e r in e  had s y m p ath y  for 
' s i n n e r s , ' "  N o f fk e  says. " S h e  tend s to  be m ore  
im p a t ie n t  w ith  th e  s e l f - r ig h te o u s  and w ith  people 
in p o w e r  w h o  ab u se  th a t  p o w e r ."

W h e n  N o f fk e  speaks o f  C a t h e r in e  she a lm ost 
a lw ays u se s  th e  p re s e n t  te n s e ,  as th o u g h  she  is 
speaking  o f  an in t im a te  fr iend  w ith  w h o m  she c o n 
v e rs e s  daily. In  a sen se ,  sh e  is.

" A t  f irs t ,  I to o k  up th e  p ro je c t  o u t  o f  a se n se  of 
'D o m in ic a n  p o l i te n e s s , ' "  N o f fk e  says. B u t  once  I 
b eg a n  t ra n s la t in g  C a t h e r in e  I b e ca m e  to ta lly  tak en  
up w ith  h er .  H er  s ign ificance  as an in teg ra ted  
w o m a n  speaks to  me s tro n gly .  S h e  is a v ery  w hole  
kind o f  p erson . P art  o f  th e  delight [in w o rk in g  on 
th is  pro ject]  is w a tc h in g  h e r  g r o w ."

T h o s e  co n c e rn e d  w ith  expanding  w o m en 's  
h o r iz o n s  m ay  well find c o m m u n io n  w ith  C a t h e 
r in e ,  N o f fk e  adds. "C a t h e r i n e  has a v e ry  re fre s h in g  
kind o f  fre e d o m . S h e  does w h a t  she  th in k s  th a t  she 
has  to  do. H e r  o w n  life, h e r  o w n  living, h e r  own 
w ay  o f  a ctin g  are  so c lear  o f  an y  sen se  o f  '1 can 't  do 
th is  b eca u se  I 'm a w o m a n . ' "

— H a r r ie t  Ja c k s o n  S caru p a  
M s. Scarupa is a W ashington-area freelance writer.
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BY THOM AS N. BISSON
W riting  to w ard  th e  y ear  1 2 7 0  on  th e  do's and 
d on 't 's  o f  preach ing , a D o m in ica n  fr iar  nam ed 
H u m b e r t  o f  R o m a n s  sug g ested  th a t  any on e  in 
need of su b je c ts  fo r  serm o n s  would do well to f r e 
q u e n t  p ar l iam en ts .  T h e r e  he would find plenty  to 
deplore: wicked advisers , in just ice , re je c t io n  o f  the  
poor, th e  d efen se  o f  "bad  m e n ,"  and corru p tio n . A 
cynic m ig h t  find in this  list a sure  sign th a t  P arlia 
m e n t  had " a r r i v e d . "  P a r l ia m e n ts ,  H u m b e r t  
explained, w e re  occasions w h e re  "g r e a t  k in g s"  c o n 
voked co u n se lo rs ,  n otable  m en, and c lerg y m en  to 
deliberate  on " g r e a te r  m a t t e r s , "  to  rece ive  accou n t  
f ro m  th e  king's  a g e n ts ,  and to  ordain  fo r  th e  k ing
d o m 's  n e c e s s i ty .  P o w e r ,  i n f lu e n c e ,  i n t e r e s t ,  
m o n ey ! T h e r e  is a fam iliar  rea lity  in H u m b e rt 's  
te rm s .

Y e t  th e  reality  w as  not quite  ou r ow n, nor was 
it a l to g e th e r  n e w  in th e  th ir te e n th  cen tu ry . M ed ie 
val ru lers  had traditionally  s u m m o n e d  th e ir  m ag 
nate s  on  fes t iv e  occasions, such as at C h r is tm a s ,  
E a s te r ,  and P enteco st .  In th e se  so lem n co u rts  co u n 
sel w as given, laws pro m u lgated , and m uch th at  
could pass fo r  political activity  to ok  place. N e v e r
th e less ,  it w as on ly  a round  1 2 5 0 ,  w h e n  pressu res  
o f  judicial b usin ess  and financial need w e re  m o u n t 
ing amid g ro w in g  populations and ever  m o re  costly  
ad m in is tra t iv e  and m ilitary  needs, th a t  g reat  
co u rts  began (in England and France) to be called 
"p a r l ia m e n ts . "  W h a t  beg an  to  im press  ad m in is tra 
tors and law yers  (as well as friars) was th e  talking, 
or " ta lk in g  to g e th e r "  (O ld  French : parlement), th a t  
w e n t  on in assem blies .  And since assem bled  people 
m u st  a lw ays hav e  talked, this  ch an g e  seem s to 
point to  so m e  n e w  way o f  ta lk ing to g eth e r .  W e may 
believe th a t  it points  to a sh ift  f ro m  a traditional 
m ode of cerem o n ia l  co n su lta t io n  to a novel fo rm  of 
political e n c o u n te r ,  to  a fo ru m  in w h ich  ru lers  no 
lo n g e r  capable o f  im posing c o n s e n t  had to learn

h o w  to win it.
N o  su ch  tra n s f o r m a t io n  is k n o w n  to  have 

o ccu rre d  in o th e r  trad it ional societies .  T h e  rise  of 
p a r l ia m e n ta ry  g o v e r n m e n t  is a u n iq uely  W e s te r n  
p h e n o m e n o n ,  on e  o f  th e  g re a t  c re a t iv e  a ch iev e 
m e n ts  o f  th e  Middle A ges. It w as  not s imply a 
m a t t e r  o f  in s t itu t io n a liz in g  debate , a l th o u g h  m o st  
h is to r ia n s  today  w ould agree  th a t  th e  n e w  political 
d im en s io n  w as critical. It also m e a n t  th e  re c o g n i
t ion  o f  n e w ly  fo rm e d  in te r e s t  or  e s ta te s  o f  society  
and th e  addition, by fo rm a l  p ro ced u res  o f  s u m 
m o n s ,  o f  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e se  e s ta te s  to  the  
assem b ly . In th e  S p a n ish  k ing do m s th e  C o r te s ,  
co m p ris in g  th e  h ig h e r  c lergy, th e  lay b aron s ,  and 
o f te n  th e  dep uties  o f  to w n s ,  w e re  con v oked  w ith  
so m e  p ro ced u ra l  and fu n c t io n a l  re g u la r i ty  fro m  
th e  early  th i r te e n th  ce n tu ry .  A f te r  ab ou t 1 3 0 0  
th e y  ach ieved  a c o n s t i tu t io n a l  role , v irtu a lly  a r ight 
to  be s u m m o n e d  on m a t te rs  o f  a d m in is tra t io n  and 
ta x a tio n .  In F ra n ce  th e  E s ta te s  a ro se  a f te r  1 3 0 0  
(and m o s t  o f  th e m  on ly  a f te r  1 3 5 0 )  f ro m  earlier  
trad it io n s  o f  provincial co n su lta t io n .  N orm ally  
com p osed , like th e  C o r te s ,  o f  m en  fro m  the  th ree  
o rd e rs  or  " e s t a t e s "  (etats) o f  society , th e y  likew ise  
s e r v e d  a d m i n is t r a t iv e  and f i s c a l  p u rp o s e s ,  
a l th o u g h  th e ir  p o w ers  varied  g re a t ly  according to 
th e  province. No re g im e  o f  E s ta te s  developed at the  
na t ion a l  level: th e  e x p e r im e n ts  o f  Philip th e  Fair 
( 1 2 8 5 - 1 3 1 4 )  w ith  vast  n a t ion a l  assem blies  to  ra ti fy  
his antipapal and a n t i -T e m p la r  policies w e re  not 
rep eated , and c e n tra l  royal assem blies  fo r  fiscal or  
political pu rp oses  w e re  n e v e r  m o re  th a n  occasional 
e xp ed ien ts  in la ter  m edieval France .  A sse m b lies  of 
e s ta te s  var io u sly  d es ig n a te d — Landtagen in G e r 
m a n y , parlamenti in Italy, diets in Poland and 
e ls e w h e r e — developed also in c e n tra l  and e a s te rn  
E u ro p e , n o rm a lly  in provincial  c o n f ig u ra t io n s ,  as in 
France. Hardly  less im p o r ta n t  as a scen e  o f  parlia

m e n ta ry  ac t iv ity  w as  th e  C h r is t ia n  ch u rch . T h e  
g re a t  cou ncils  o f  th e  la ter  Middle A g es  w e re  in 
so m e  cases  se lf -p ro c la im ed  re p re s e n ta t io n s  o f  th e  
" c o m m u n it y  o f  th e  fa i th fu l"  and fo r  a tim e it 
see m e d  th a t  th e  papacy m ig h t  i tse lf  b eco m e  a kind 
o f  l im ited  m o n arch y .

W ith  th e  passing o f  th e  Middle A g es  m o st  o f  
th e s e  assem b lie s  saw  th e ir  p o w ers  checked  or even  
re v e rse d ;  so m e  disappeared entire ly .  O n ly  in E n g 
land did th e  P a r l ia m e n t  su rv iv e  as a fully  c o n s t i tu 
t ional  o r g a n  o f  re p re s e n ta t iv e  a u th o r i ty ,  b ut even 
t h e r e  it re q u ired  th e  s in gu lar  c i rcu m sta n ce  of 
S t u a r t  a u to c ra c y  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e  m edieval 
p re c e d e n ts  fo r  concil iar  a u to n o m y  and fiscal c o n 
s e n t  w ould be revived. T h e  E nglish  P ar l ia m e n t  
or ig in a ted  in c o n s t i tu t io n a l  tro u b le s  o f  th e  th i r 
t e e n th  c e n tu r y .  K ing  Jo h n  had prom ised  in th e  
M agna Carta o f  1 2 1 5  to  co n v o k e  his clerical and 
b aron ia l  te n a n ts - in -c h ie f  w h e n e v e r  he  w ished  to 
im pose  a tax  fo r  p u rp oses  o t h e r  th a n  th e  c u s to m 
ary feudal o cca s io n s  (such  as k n ig h tin g  or  m a r 
riage).  D u r in g  th e  re ign  o f  H e n ry  III ( 1 2 1 6 - 1 2 7 2 )  
g re a t  councils  ten d ed  (or s o m e t im e s  pretend ed ) to 
r e p r e s e n t  a " c o m m u n it y  o f  th e  re a lm ,"  w hile  for  
a d m in is tra t iv e  p u rp oses  k n ig h ts  o f  th e  sh ire  w ere  
occas ionally  called to  th e  k ing 's  cou rt .  W h e n  H e n ry  
lost  th e  su p p ort  o f  his b a ro n s  and pre la tes  on fiscal 
and fo re ig n  issu es ,  a re fo r m in g  council  so u g h t  to 
im p ose  on  h im  th e  ob ligation  to s u m m o n  th r e e  
p a r l iam en ts  each  y e ar  (1 2 5 8 ) .  N obod y w a n te d  to 
talk  that m u ch ,  it tu rn e d  out; th e  k ing so o n  re c o 
v ered  his in it ia t ive  in th e  m o re  occasional s u m 
m o n s  o f  p a r l iam en ts ;  b ut he also recog nized  the  
w isd om  o f  e n la rg in g  th e  su m m o n s  to  include depu
ties  o f  th e  sh ires  and to w n s .  England was n o t  the  
on ly  land w h e re  th e  lesser  a r is to cra cy  atta ined  p ar
l ia m e n ta r y  re p re s e n ta t io n ,  b ut only  in E nglan d  did 
th e  k n ig h ts  ch o o se  to associa te  w ith  th e  deputy
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" T h e E nglish P arliam ent 
orig in ated  in the 
constitutional troubles o f the 
thirteenth century." T he  
fa m ilia r  nineteenth-century  
H ouses o f P arliam ent 
(above) reflect the prevailin g  
rom antic view o f the 
M id d le  A ges as a "golden 
age o f parliam en tary  life ."  
T h e three estates— the 
church, the nobility, and  
the m on archy— achieved a 
constitutional role in the 
late fourteenth  century. But 
"no regim e o f Estates 
developed at the national 
level."

tow nsm en (or burgesses). So was created the 
house of C om m ons toward the middle of the fou r
teenth  century, when by dint of further testing in 
conflict with Edward II (1307 -1327) ,  the Parlia
m ent had attained constitutional powers and even 
some measure of procedural autonomy. The 
"M eth o d  of Holding Parliam ent,"  composed about 
1320  for the use of lawyers, is a piece of how -to-do- 
it writing w ithout parallel elsewhere. In the cen
tury after 1340  some ninety Parliaments m et in 
England. T h ro u g h  their right of petitioning, the 
C om m ons gained an effective voice in legislation. 
O n e  other English peculiarity: in the fou rteenth  
century the clergy left Parliament and formed their 
own assembly known as Convocation.

Historians of the n ineteenth  century had little 
doubt th at the Middle Ages were a golden age of 
parliamentary life. Bathed in liberal-democratic 
enthusiam s, some, like Hallan and Guizot, sup
posed that w hat chiefly needed explaining was the 
origin of that "representative  principle" by which 
those classes "possessed of political pow er" were 
progressively admitted to share in the king's 
power. Such a view seemed to be validated by the 
sheer luxuriance of a phenom enon as widespread 
as th e  rise of trade and of towns. Bu t when histori
ans began to read the records of medieval assem 
blies doubts were sown. In 1885  Ludwig Riess 
showed that the attendance of the medieval C om 
mons on the king of England was more in the 
nature of an obligation than a right. A few years 
later F.W. Maitland argued that the early Parlia
m ent was fundamentally a court, not a legislature, 
and on this foundation a series of distinguished 
scholars, including the American C.H. Mcllwain, 
elaborated an influential and increasingly refined 
view of Parliament as a "h igh  cou rt."  A.B. White 
spoke of "se lf  g overnm ent at the king's com m and."

Such revisionist views were profoundly dis
turbing. If medieval representation  could not be 
understood as a precocious bourgeois liberalism, 
one of the crow n jewels of medievalism seemed 
lost. T h e  weakening of some parliamentary 
regimes in the tw entieth  century  added to the con
fusion. T h e  work of certain "corp oratist"  histori
ans, led by the Belgian Emile Lousse, could even be 
construed by some in antidemocratic terms, 
although it contributed usefully to our grasp of the 
social and legal conditioning of medieval Estates. 
Y et it became clear, as the veil of anachronism fell 
in ta tters ,  that one need not cling to a liberal- 
democratic view of parliamentary origins to believe

that what was most distinctive or original in the 
W estern  medieval experience was its tendency to 
limit the exercise of power.

For the limitation of power was by no means 
necessarily popular or democratic. It evolved from 
a traditional wisdom about counsel and from 
revived legal ideas about consent that antedated 
the new assemblies in the experience of clerical and 
feudal elites and subsisted apart from  them; and 
these ideas, it has been shown, could have cu r
iously ambiguous applications in practice. For 
example, in w hat was arguably the most influential 
form ulation of the imperative of counsel, Saint 
Benedict prescribed that while in im portant m at
ters the abbot m ust convoke the monks and hear 
their advice, in the end he need not necessarily 
follow their advice in his decision. Similarly in the 
m atter  of consent, the principle of R om an private 
law that,  w here the rights of several persons were 
"tou ch e d " in a given case the consent of all was 
required for its disposition, may have been diver
sely interpreted w hen cited in practice. O n e  finds 
it, for instance, in writs of summons to certain 
English Parliaments in which, to all appearances, the

(T>
CD

consent of those present was thought obligatory, 
not discretionary. T h e  point is perhaps most strik
ingly illustrated by the adaptation of powers of 
a ttorney, another R om an legal concept, to secular 
assemblies in the thirteenth  and fou rteenth  cen
turies. T h ere  as in courts of law the problem was to 
ensure that decisions approved by representatives 
would be binding on their principals. M andates of 
procurators were inspected by the administrators 
of assemblies and sometimes rejected as " in su ffi
c ient,"  a practice that suggested to Gaines Post in a 
remarkable study that the consent tendered in 
assemblies of such curialist cast must have been 
less sovereign than procedural.

Y et these ideas, how ever applied, inevitably 
fostered the notion of due process as an imperative 
of healthy decision making. They could be ignored 
or abused, but w hen routinely observed they 
proved incompatible with arbitrary or exploitative 
form s of rulership such as were everywhere in 
re treat a fter  the tw elfth  century. They  were build
ing blocks in the rule of law. And as Brian Tierney 
and other historians have suggested, it is impossi
ble to dissociate the progress of such ideas from the 
reorganization of the church in the high Middle 
Ages, with its uniform  promotion of informed judi
cial procedures based on rational evidence and of a 
conciliar life in which sophisticated techniques of 
representation were first devised. If ideas of consti
tutional g overnm ent first evolved uniquely in the 
West, they may well have been the offspring of an 
opportune marriage between the institutional 
needs of undeveloped but growing societies and 
the literate and reasoned procedures of a church 
reviving ancient precepts of public order.

Modern conceptions of limited governm ent 
thus owe much to the Middle Ages. We are in little 
danger of misunderstanding that. But it is only 
yesterday, so to speak, that we learned how to read 
the records of medieval consultation on their own 
terms; learned to appreciate how unlike a modern 
congress were those occasions of which Humbert 
of Romans spoke. If we could hear one of his ser
mons tog ether  with the Mass of the Holy Spirit 
with which assemblies opened, if we could eaves
drop on a political rhetoric more celebratory than 
interested, if we could realize how very slowly 
representation in lay assemblies came to be asso
ciated with election, we could not only understand 
modern governm ent better. We might also learn 
that parliamentary life had a history, its own his
tory, in the Middle Ages.
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Medieval Roots of 
Modern Hospitals

y d issolving th e  m o n a s 
te r ies  in th e  s ix te e n th  
c e n t u r y ,  H e n r y  V III  
g ra n te d  a b oon  to  so m e  
h i s t o r i a n s .  A t  l e a s t  
th a t 's  th e  w ay  Ellen 
R o s s  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  
v iew ed  it. R o s s ,  w h o  r e 
ceived an N E H  Y o u th -  
g r a n t  in 1 9 8 0  to  exp lore  

th e  m ed ieval ro o ts  o f  m o d e rn  hosp ita ls ,  fo u n d  few  
re co rd s  o f  B r i t is h  hospita ls  surviv in g  fro m  b efo re  
1 5 0 0 .  B y  c o n t ra s t ,  th e  s ix te e n th -c e n tu r y  dissolu
t io n  of m o n a s te r ie s  caused  e v e ry th in g ,  including 
th e  p o ssession s  o f  a f fe c te d  hospita ls ,  to  be in v e n to 
ried, and th u s  reco rd s  hav e  survived  in q u antity .

H ospita ls  g re w  fro m  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o m m it 
m e n t  to  hospitalitas, corp ora l  ass is ta n ce  to  th e  needy. 
F ro m  th e  early  days o f  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  th e  C h u r c h  
a ssu m e d  responsibility fo r  th e  care  o f  th e  pilgrim, 
th e  sick, and th e  in d ig en t as p art  o f  its m ission  on 
e a r th .  Sp ec ia l iza t io n  in th e  care  o f  th e  n eed y  dates 
f ro m  th e  n in th  and te n th  c e n tu r ie s ,  w h e n  hospices 
m o st  o f te n  gave p e r m a n e n t  sh e lte r  to  th e  poor, th e  
in sa n e ,  and th e  in cu ra b ly  ill. H ospita ls  cam e to 
serv e  th e  ill on  a te m p o ra ry  basis. F u n ct io n s  o f te n  
overlapped, h o w e v e r ,  and pilgrims so u g h t  sh e lte r  
in b o th  hospita ls  and hospices. B e fo r e  th e  R e f o r 
m a t io n  and th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  m o d e rn  sta te ,  
c h u rc h  and local m unicipality  shared  resp onsib ili ty  
fo r  th e  sick. H ospita l  " p r o fe s s io n a ls "  w e re  m o st  
o f te n  re lig ious orders  o f  m e n  and w o m e n  dedicated 
to  th e  c a re  o f  th e  sick. Lay p e rson s ,  org an ized  in 
c o n f r a te r n i t ie s ,  also helped in a v ar ie ty  o f  ways.

H o s p i t a l s  s e r v e d  a lo c a l  p u b l ic ;  t h u s  
f o u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  England, w ith  a population  of 
3 .7 5  million, b o as te d  6 0 0  hospitals .  B y  th e  s ix 
te e n th  ce n tu r y ,  f inancia l  p re s s u re  spurred  hospital 
conso lid atio n : in addition, th e  e m e rg in g  s ta te  saw 
th e  re lig ious privileges o f  h osp ita ls  as so m e  of 
m an y  to  be curtailed.

M ed ieval  h osp ita ls  provide a fasc in atin g  
re s e a r c h  o p p o rtu n ity .  R o s s  used h e r  s tipend to 
visit E ngland  during  th e  s u m m e r  a f te r  h e r  gra d u a 
tion  f r o m  P r in c e to n  U n iv ers ity .  S h e  e x am in e d  th e  
reco rd s  and re m a in in g  buildings o f  several  B ri t ish  
in s t i tu t io n s ,  and visited m o d e rn  hospita ls  in P ro v i
d ence,  R h o d e  Island, as well. R o ss  d iscovered  th at  
in m edieval E ngland, as m an y  as 7 5 0  in s t i tu t io n s  
called " h o s p ita ls "  served  the  sick, th e  aged, the 
in sa n e ,  th e  poor, and th e  pilgrim.

R elig ion , n o t  m edicine, w as th e  p rim ary  fo rce

b ehind  m ed ieval hosp ita ls ,  she  feels .  T h e  needy 
w e r e  cared  fo r  in th e  e x p e c ta t io n  th a t  such  good 
deeds m e ri ted  fo rg iv e n e s s  o f  sins and sa lvation  for  
fo u n d e rs ,  n u rs e s ,  and th e  in m a te s  th e m s e lv e s .  Y et ,  
she  n o tes ,  m u c h  o f  th e  m o tiv a t io n  fo r  hospita l  
s e r v i c e — r e s p o n d i n g  t o  h u m a n  n e e d s  —  h a s  
ch a n g ed  l itt le  o v er  th e  c e n tu r ie s .  Like th e ir  m ed ie 
val c o u n te rp a r t s ,  m o d e rn  hospita ls  are  serving  
th e ir  local c o m m u n ity  t h r o u g h  p ro jec ts  such  as 
p re v e n t iv e  m edicine and drug abuse  p ro g ram s.

T h e  n u rs in g  p ro fe ss io n ,  R o s s  po ints  ou t ,  can 
clearly  see  its ro o ts  in th e  m edieval hospital.  
Indeed, Lasalle  C o lleg e  is in co rp o ra t in g  h e r  
re s e a r c h  in a c o u rs e  on  th e  h is to ry  o f  nu rs ing . 
"H o s p ita ls  h av e  n o t  alw ays provided e x te n s iv e  
m edical t r e a t m e n t , "  sh e  said, " b u t  th e y  have 
alw ays b ee n  places w h e re  a m a jo r  part o f  th e  s e r 
vice o f fe re d  w as to  provide supp ortive  co m fo r t  and 
physical  care  fo r  th e  p a t ie n ts . "

D u r in g  h e r  s ta y  in England, R oss  v isited  and 
p h o to g ra p h e d  m an y  m edieval hospita ls  still p ro 
viding hospitalitas. S t .  M a ry 's  C h ic h e s te r ,  fo r  
in s ta n c e ,  today  a h o m e  fo r  th e  aged, has  subdivided 
th e  m edieval gre a t  hall in to  private  a p a r tm en ts .  
B u t  th e  re s id e n ts  still g a th e r  in th e  chapel at 9 a.m.

e v e ry  day to  pray fo r  th e  tw e l f th - c e n tu r y  fo u n d e r  
o f  th e  hospital.  S im ilarly ,  S t .  T h o m a s  th e  M a r ty r  
H ospita l  in C a n te r b u r y ,  w h ich  once  hou sed  pil
g r im s ,  is n o w  a h o m e  fo r  th e  elderly, as are  the  
hospita ls  o f  S t .  Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t  and S t .  N icholas, 
H a rb led ow n .

A t th e s e  hospita ls ,  R o ss  fo u n d  medieval a r t i 
facts  such  as b ow ls  and b en ch es .  B u t  th e ir  d ocu 
m e n ts  had been  tra n s fe r r e d ,  m an y  to C a n te r b u ry  
C a th e d ra l  L ibrary ,  w h e re  th e y  w e re  d estroy ed  in 
th e  b om b in g s  o f  W orld  W a r  II. S h e  found , h o w 
ever, th a t  th e  B r i t ish  L ibrary , th e  W ellcom e M ed i
cal L ib rary ,  and o th e r s  h ou se  som e surviving 
re co rd s  su ch  as th e  w rit in g s  o f  A rch bish op  
L a fra n ce ,  w h o  fo und ed  a hospita l  in th e  e le v e n th  
c e n tu r y ,  as well as su b s ta n tia l  n in e t e e n th -  and 
t w e n t ie th -c e n tu r y  sch o larsh ip  on m edieval B r it ish  
hospitals .

— M a r c ia  F e ld m a n  and M a r c e l la  G r e n d le r
M s. Feldman is a W ashington writer and M s. G rendler is a 
member of the Endowment staff.

“M ed ie v a l R oots o f  M od ern  H o sp ita ls" /E llen  R oss/P rin ceton  U., 
N ] / $ 2 , 4 8 9 / 1 9 8 1  /Y o u th g ra n ts

Top left: Nuns at w ork on a w ard at the Hotel-Dieu, Paris, in the early morning. Top right: St. M ary's Hospital, Chichester, 
England. Directly above: The Little Cloister o f the infirm ary, W estminster Abbey.
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f t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
originating in the Mid
dle A ges ,  the  u niversity  
is the  one w hich has  
m o st retained its origi
nal c h a ra c te r ,  adapting  
to  ch anging social con d 
itions and resisting a t 
tacks on its essential  
o rgan ization . T h e  ve ry  

n am e, s tr u c tu r e ,  officials, cu rriculum , and student  
life of the  m o d ern  university  would be easily 
u n d ersto o d  by a fo u r te e n th -c e n tu r y  professor .

T h e  earliest universit ies— Paris, Bologna,  
O x f o r d — date fro m  the beginning of th e  th ir teen th  
cen tu ry .  S everal developm ents  combined to p ro 
m o te  their  creation . C ath e d ra l  schools fostered  a 
s tru c tu re d  education  and an intellectual tradition.  
T h e  com m u n al m o v e m e n t  of the late tw elfth  and 
early  th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  favored  the  fo rm atio n  of 
a u to n o m o u s  corp o ratio n s  and guilds. And, perhaps  
m o st im p o rtan t ,  n ew  disciplines em erg ed  follow
ing th e  d iscovery and translation  of previously  
u n k n o w n  w o rks  of G reek  science and Aristotle  
(Paris},  and th e  revival of R o m an  law (Bologna).  
T h e  n e w  university  joined these discoveries to the  
educational cu rr icu lu m — the seven liberal arts  of  
g r a m m a r ,  r h e t o r i c ,  d ialectics ,  m a t h e m a t ic s ,  
g e o m e try ,  m usic, and a s tr o n o m y —  inherited from  
late antiquity  and th e  early Middle Ages.

T h e new university quickly emerged as a third 
power o f  wisdom and learning between the piety of 
the C hu rch  and the secular power of the state. T he 
popes supported Paris, famous for theological s tu 
dies, "a  fortu nate  city w here  the students w ere so 
many that their num bers almost exceeded that of 
the inhabitants."  T h e  Holy Rom an Emperors pro
vided the University of Bologna, know n 'for legal 
teachings, with im portant privileges. Emperor 
Frederick I Barbarossa granted imperial protection 
to students in his " A u then tica  habita  of 1158 ,  assyur- 
ing safe passage to foreign scholars.

T h e  m o d ern  w ord  "u n iv ers i ty "  com es ulti
m ately  fro m  th e  classical Latin universitas. T h ro u g h  
the  early Middle A ges  it denoted  a collectivity, a 
society, body, or  c o rp o ra t io n  of  individuals. U niver
sitas first appeared in an educational co n te x t  w h en ,  
in 1 2 2 1 ,  it w as used by the  guild of m aste rs  and  
stu d en ts  in Paris schools to  refer  to  their  ow n  
o rgan ization . T h e  te rm  has broadened in m od ern  
u sage; in medieval tim es, the entire  u niversity  as 
w e u n d e rs ta n d  it was called the studium  generate.

T w o  types of organ ization  ch aracterized  
medieval universities: the  s tu d en t a rch ety p e  of 
B ologna and the magisterial a rch ety p e  of Paris. In 
Bologna, s tu d en ts  organized th em selves  into  
guilds and, by m id -th ir te en th  cen tu ry ,  th e y  w ere  
g rouped into tw o  universities: citram ontan i (s tu 
dents f ro m  the m ou n tain s  of Italy) and ultram ontan i 
(foreign ers , from  o ve r  the m ountains) .  S tudents  
m ade th eir  o w n  c o n tra c ts  w ith  p rofessors  for  
in struction , and generally  dom inated th e  u n iv er
sity s tr u c tu r e .  In Paris, m asters  ruled; th ey  had the  
decisive v o tes  in th e  assembly.

W h e th e r  ruled by m a sters  or  stu d en ts ,  medie
val universities saw  conflicts o v e r  curriculum ,  
adm in istration , and to w n -g o w n  relationships. T o  
p ro tec t  th eir  privileges, s tudents  and p rofessors  
alike used n e w  w eapons. T h e  fo rm e r  could cease  
giving lectu res ,  the  la tter  could refuse  to  attend  
c lasses— both  techniques am o u n tin g  to a right to 
strike. In Italy, the universities employed a fu r th e r  
w eap on  in th eir  s truggle  against dom ination by the  
local co m m u n al g o v e rn m e n t .  T h ey  simply moved  
aw ay. M igration  caused the foundation of the uni
versities  of  Vicenza (1204), A rezzo  (1215), and 
Vercelli (1228).

T h e  m a ste r-d o m in ate d  U niversity  of Paris  
established a s t r u c tu r e  th at is still echoed by m ost  
E u ro p ean  universities. T h e  university  was divided 
into  the Facu lty  of A rts ,  Medicine, C a n o n  Law, and

The Medieval University
BY ASTRIK GABRIEL

Paris, Archives Nationales

Clockw ise, from  top: King's 
College, C am bridge: In a 
1 4 9 9  woodcut, Brunellus, 
the jackass, goes to Paris to 
study; the college o f 
Sorbonne, founded ca. 
1 2 5 1 ;  seal o f  the 
U niversity o f  Paris 
representing Lady W isdom ; 
Saint C atherine disputing  
with pagan doctors, from  a 
15th-cen tury  French 
m anuscript.
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T h e o lo g y .  T h e  m edieval Faculty  o f  A r ts  considered  
i t s e l f  as " m a s t e r  and s o u r c e , "  mater et matrix, o f  all 
facu lt ies .  T h is  w as  based on th e  th e o r y  th a t  o th e r  
facu lt ies  derived th e ir  su b je c ts  f ro m  its cu rr icu lu m . 
T h e  ph ilo sop hy  o f  e th ics  gave orig in  to  law  schools ; 
n a tu ra l  philosophy, to  th e  college o f  m edicine; and 
m e ta p h y s ics ,  to  th e  science  o f  theology .

T h e  m ed ieval u n iv e rs i ty  w a s  headed by th e  
R e c to r ,  e lected  in P aris  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  m a s te rs  o f  
th e  Facu lty  o f  A r ts .  In B o lo g n a , th e  tw o  c o rp o ra 
t ions  o f  citramontani and ultramontani each  had a R e c 
tor. A n o th e r  o f f ice  w as  th e  P r o c to r  (procurator), the  
head o f  th e  fo u r  n a t io n s  in Paris: F re n ch ,  N o rm a n , 
P icard  and A n g lo -G e r m a n .  T h e  Beadle  (pedellus) was 
a liaison o f f ic e r  b e tw e e n  th e  a d m in is tra t io n ,  m a s 
te rs  and s tu d e n ts .  D u r in g  so lem n  p ro cess ion s ,  th e  
B ead les  carr ied  th e  m ace  (sceptrum), an en s ign  o f  
a u th o r i ty  b e fo re  u n iv ers i ty  d ign itaries ,  a cu sto m  
still prevail ing b o th  in E u ro p e  and in so m e  A m e r n  
can  u n iv ers it ies .  T h e  M e s s e n g e r ,  a p re d ece sso r  o f  
o u r  m o d e rn  b a n k e r  and p o stm a n ,  assu red  th e  
t r a n s f e r  o f  fu nd s  f r o m  p a re n ts  or  o t h e r  so u rce s  of 
s tu d e n t  re v e n u e  to  th e  university.. O rig in a l ly  an 
e x tr a  u n iv ers i ty  official, th e  C h a n c e l lo r  w as  an 
ecc les iastica l  d ign itary  w h o  g ra n ted  d eg rees  in th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  P ope, and in la ter  ce n tu r ie s  in th e  
n a m e  o f  th e  secu lar  p o w er .  In O x fo r d ,  he presided 
ov er  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n s  o f  all th e  Faculties .

S o m e  u n iv ers it ies  did n o t  com p le te ly  co n fo rm  
to  e i th e r  th e  P aris ian  or  B o lo g n e s e  type in o rg a n i
zation . T h e y  varied  to  so m e  d egree  b ecau se  o f  the  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n s .  S o m e  a r o s e  
sp o n ta n e o u s ly — Paris ,  B o lo g n a , O x fo r d ,  M o n tp e l 
lier, fo r  exam p le .  O t h e r s  w e re  fo und ed  by papal or 
im peria l  c h a r te rs  or  b o th .  Still  o t h e r s ,  especially  in 
Italy, w e re  fo und ed  by co m m u n e s .  F re n ch  p ro v in 
cial u n iv e rs i t ie s — A v ig n o n ,  G re n o b le ,  B o rd e a u x ,  
B o u rg e s ,  and o t h e r s — p re sen ted  a cro ss -b re e d  
b e tw e e n  th e  Paris  and B o lo g n a  a rch ety p es .  
A l th o u g h  so m e  Ita lian  u n iv ers it ies  w e re  found ed  
b y  papacy or em p ire  (or b oth ) to  p ro m o te  legal 
stud ies ,  th e y  usually  resem bled  co m m u n a l  fo u n d a 
tions by em b o d y in g  s tu d e n t  p art ic ipation  in un i
ve rs i ty  g o v e r n m e n t .  Sp an ish  u n iv ers i t ies  w e re  
royal,  in fact ,  n a t ion a l  fo u n d a tio n s .  Sa la m a n ca , the  
m o s t  fa m o u s ,  fo llow ed  th e  B o lo g n a  archety pe . 
P r in ces  played an im p o r ta n t  ro le  in th e  e s ta b l is h 
m e n t  o f  G e r m a n  u n iv ers it ies .  A m o n g  th e  earliest 
fo u n d a t io n s  w e re  P ra g u e  (1 3 4 7 - 4 8 )  and V ie n n a  
(1 3 6 5 ) .  T h e  U n iv ers i ty  o f  C am b rid g e  in England 
e m e rg e d  in 1 2 0 9  a f te r  th e  m ig ra t ion  o f  O x fo r d  
sch o la rs  to  th e  city.

In o rd e r  to  be consid ered  a u n iv ers i ty  su b je c t ,  a 
s tu d e n t 's  n am e  had to  be inscribed  in th e  official 
re g is te r  o f  th e  u n iv ers i ty ,  called th e  M atricula; he 
had to  tak e  an o a th  to  o b s e r v e  th e  s ta tu te s  o f  his 
in s t i tu t io n ,  and d efend  th e  privileges o f  his u n iv e r 
sity. E cc les iastica l  au th o r i t ies ,  supervised  by th e  
ch a n ce llor ,  g ra n te d  d eg rees .  T h e s e  w e re  valid 
e v e r y w h e r e  and co n fe r re d  th e  r ig h t  to te ach  e v e ry 
w h e re :  jus ubicumque docendi. O n c e  enrolled  in un i
v e rs it ie s ,  s tu d e n ts  en joyed  clerical privileges and, 
w i th  th e  e x ce p tio n  o f  crim inal cases, w e re  judged 
by ecc les ias tica l  a u th o ri t ies .  C ler ic  usually  m e an t ,  
in c o n t r a s t  to  m ilitary  and lay s ta tu s ,  a p e rso n  
devoted  to  s tudies. T h e  title, a ltered  s o m e w h a t ,  
su rv iv es  today  in su ch  e x p ress io n s  as city  clerk.

S tu d e n ts  enro l led  in m edieval un iv ers it ies  
w e re  y o u n g e r  (1 4 - 1 6  y e ars  o f  age) in th e  n o r th  and 
s o m e w h a t  older in th e  so u th .  U pon arriv ing  at the  
place o f  s tudy, th e  s tu d e n t  w as faced w ith  the  
p ro b lem s  o f  finding lodging and financia l  support.  
F o r  th e  fo u r  to  five y e ars  to  be sp ent a m o n g  th e  
Faculty  o f  A r ts ,  he  re n te d  a ro o m  or a h ou se  in 
a sso c ia t io n  w ith  o th e rs .  In early  t im es,  fo r  th e  pro
te c t io n  o f  s tu d e n ts ,  th e  u n iv ers i ty  exerc ised  re n t  
c o n tro l  th r o u g h  specially appointed o f f ice rs  called 
taxatores o r  ta x o rs ,  w h o  d eterm in e d  th e  price the  
landlord  w as  allow ed to r e q u e s t  f ro m  the s tud ent.  
T h e  Paedagogium, w ith  sev era l  s tu d e n ts  in res idence, 
w as  u n d e r  th e  d irection  o f  a te a ch in g  m a s te r  or

ped agogue. T h e  G e r m a n  eq u iv a len t  was th e  bursa , 
a la rg er  h o u se  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  lived f ro m  a " c o m 
m o n  p u r s e "  (in Latin , bursa).

T h e  c o n c e rn  fo r  th e  social, e co n o m ic  and: sp ir
itual  w e lfa re  of th e  s tu d e n ts  and th e ir  in te llectu al  
d ev e lo p m en t gave rise to th e  college sy stem . T h e  
college w as  an a u to n o m o u s  c o m m u n ity  invested  
w ith  c e r ta in  r ig h ts  and privileges, w ith  resid ence  in 
an  e n d o w e d  building. S tu d e n ts  w e re  g o v ern ed  by 
duly e lected  heads according  to ce r ta in  rules called 
s ta tu te s .  In Paris ,  tw o  colleges  w e r e 1 in s t i tu te d  in 
th e  tw e l f th  c e n tu r y ,  ab ou t s e v e n te e n  w e re  
fo u n d ed  in th e  th i r te e n th  ce n tu ry ,  th i r ty - s e v e n  or 
m o re  estab lish ed  in th e  fo u r t e e n th  ce n tu ry ,  and 
n ine  or so b eg a n  in th e  f i f te e n th  ce n tu ry .  A m o n g  
th e  fa m o u s  t h i r te e n th - c e n tu r y  colleges w as  th e  
S o r b o n n e  in P aris  fo u n d ed  aro u n d  1 2 5 1 / 5 7  fo r  s ix 
te e n  poor s tu d e n ts  s tud y ing  theo log y . S ta tu te s  
w e re  p ersonally  w r i t t e n  by th e  fo u n d e r ,  R o b e r t  o f  
S o r b o n n e ,  in 1 2 7 4 .  L a te r  on, th e  S o r b o n n e  gave its 
n a m e  to  th e  e n t ire  U n iv ers i ty  o f  Paris .  In O x fo rd ,  
th e  earliest  and m o st  im p o r ta n t  college, M e r to n  
C o lle g e  (1 2 6 4 )  w ith  s ta tu te s  given in 1 2 7 0  and, 
1 2 7 4 ,  w as headed by a W ard e n  (custos). T h e r e  w as a 
n ot iceab le  d if fe re n ce  b e tw e e n  th e  E ng lish  and 
F re n c h  colleges. In E nglan d  th e  colleges had 
g r e a te r  in d ep en d en ce  fro m  th e  u n iv ers i ty ,  sim ilar 
to  th e  org a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  E n g lish -sp eak in g  u n iv e r 
sities in C an ad a  today. In Paris  th e  u n iv ers i ty  had a 
s ta tu to r y  r ig h t  o v er  th e  colleges. C o lleg es  o f  G e r 
m an or ig in ,  su ch  as P ra g u e , Carolinum  (1 3 6 6 )  and 
V ie n n a ,  Collegium Ducale (1 3 8 4 ) ,  re serv e d  th e ir  
m e m b e rsh ip  fo r  h ig h -ra n k in g  m a ste rs .  In th e  f i f
t e e n th  c e n tu r y ,  Paris  colleges  opened th e ir  doors  to 
te a ch in g  and b eca m e  ce n te rs  o f  in s tru ct io n .

T h e  m o d e rn  A m e r ic a n  u n iv ers ity  is headed by 
a p res id en t ,  a t it le  b o rro w e d  f ro m  th e  m edieval 
college te rm in o lo g y ,  w h e r e  th e  head o f  th e  college 
w as  k n o w n  as Praeses, Presidens, presiding o v er  the  
in s t i tu t io n s .  T h e  heads o f  E u ro p ean  un iv ers it ies  
today, as in th e  Middle A ges ,  are  called R e cto rs .  
T h e  dean (decanus) or ig inally  w as th e  oldest m a s te r  
w ith in  th e  Faculty , but la te r  b eca m e an elected 
o f f ice r  presid ing o v er  th e  Faculty  of A rts ,  M e d i
cine, L aw  or T h e o lo g y .  T h e  m edieval u n iv ers ity  
had its A p osto l ic  C o n s e r v a to r s ,  o v erse e in g  in th e ir  
c o u r ts  th e  r ig h ts  and l ibert ies  o f  th e  u n iv ers i ty ,  an 
o f f ice  s im ilar to  th a t  o f  th e  re g e n ts  and t r u s te e s  o f  
ou r  m o d e rn  un iv ers it ies .

S tu d e n ts  w e re  s o m e tim e s  supp orted  by ecc le 
siastical b en efices .  O t h e r  m e a n s  o f  m aking  m o n ey  
w e re  w o rk in g  as cop yists ,  or  w aiting  and serv in g  at 
tables. T h e y  w e r e  th e  p re d ece sso rs  o f  th e  m o d ern  
b en e fic ia r ie s  o f  ou r s tu d e n t  aid and w e re  actually  
so called in Latin : beneficiarii. For  p a y m e n t o f  
d eg ree s  and o t h e r  e x p e n se s ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  
tax ed  according  to  th e  a m o u n t  o f  th e ir  bursa, a un it  
co m p ris in g  a s tu d en t 's  w e e k ly  e x p e n d itu re s  for 
food and lodging. If he  had no re v e n u e s ,  lived at the 
m e rcy  o f  o th e r s  o r  begged, he had to  sw e a r  th a t  he 
w as  w ith o u t  support:  juravit paupertatem. In th e  f i f
te e n th  c e n tu r y  at th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  Paris ,  18  p e r 
ce n t  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  poor; in V ie n n a  b e tw e e n  
1 3 7 7 - 1 4 1 3 ,  2 5  p ercent.

S tu d e n ts  w h o  enrolled  in u n iv ers it ies  sou g h t  
d eg ree s  o f  B a ch e lo r ,  L icen tia te ,  M a s te r ,  or D o c to r  
in any or  sev era l  o f  th e  fo u r  Faculties .  S tu d y ing  
p hilo sop hy  at th e  e le m e n ta ry  level w e re  th e  modista 
and sophista, s tu d e n ts  tra ined  in tr icky  d isputations 
called sophismata. T h is  e xp ress io n  w as used in early  
H a rv ard  te rm in o lo g y  as " s o p h is te r "  and survives 
today as so p h o m o re ,  a seco n d -y e a r  s tu d e n t .  T h e  
sy m b o l o f  th e  B a c h e lo r  w as a b a to n  or  can e  (haca), 
s ign ify in g  te a ch in g  a u th o ri ty .

T h e  m o d e rn  e x p ress io n  g rad u ate  s tu d e n t— 
o n e  w h o  rece ived  his B .A .— re v e r ts  also to  m edie
val t im es.  In  o rd e r  to te a ch  u n d er  th e  superv is ion  
o f  his m a s te r ,  th e  B a ch e lo r  had to  clim b th e  steps 
(in Latin , gradus) o f  th e  pulpit,  seated  h ig h er  above 
th e  o th e r  b en ch e s ;  th e r e fo r e ,  in English , he is called 
g rad u ate .  T h e  B a c h e lo r  b ecam e L icen tia te  a f te r

e x a m in a t io n  b eca u se  he obta ined  th e  l icense to 
tea ch . O b ta in in g  th e  tit le  o f  M a s te r  or  D o c to r  was 
a so lem n  ce re m o n y .  O rig in a l ly  no official academ ic 
g o w n  existed;, on ly  som e colleges specified the  
co lor  o f  th e  dress w o rn  by their ;  m e m b ers .  T h e  
p ro m o te d  d o cto r  was em braced  and kissed by his 
fe llow  d octo rs .  T h e n  he  w as expected  to begin 
(co m m e n ce )  his f irs t  public lectu re ,  a ce re m o n y  
w h ic h  is re ta in ed  today in* A m erica  as c o m m e n c e 
m e n t  exe rc ise s .  T h e  d uty  o f  th e  m a s te r  w as to  give 
public or  " o r d in a r y "  lec tu re s  and s tu d en ts  w ere  
allow ed to  tak e  n otes .  O t h e r  lec tu re s  delivered in 
th e  a f te r n o o n s ,  e i th e r  by th e  m a s te r  or  his b a ch e 
lor, w e re  called e x tr a o rd in a ry  or  " c u r s o r y "  lectu res  
(cursus), g iven  rapidly, a lm o st  ru n n in g  th r o u g h  the 
te x t  in o rd e r  to  tra in  th e  m e m o r y  o f  th e  s tu d ents  
by n o t  a llow ing  th e m  to  tak e  n o tes ;  h en ce ,  the  
m o d e rn  e x p re s s io n  " c o u r s e s . "

T h e  m a s te r  w as  exp ected  to  con d u ct  d isputa
t ion s ,  an academ ic e x e rc ise  w h e r e  e v e ry o n e  could 
ra ise  an a r g u m e n t  fo r  or  a ga in st  th e  discussed 
topic. T h e  m edieval d ispu tation  w as  th e  an ce s to r  of 
ou r  m o d e rn  academ ic debates .  D u r in g  th e s e  e x e r 
cises th e  s tu d e n ts  w e re  occasionally  allowed to ask 
am u sin g  q u e s t io n s ,  w h ich  la ter  in so m e  places, 
su ch  as H eid e lb erg  to w a rd s  1 5 1 8 ,  d eg en erated  in to  
"s h a m e fu l ,  lascivious and im p u d e n t"  d isputations.

T h e  m a s te rs  w e re  allowed to accept salaries  
and re m u n e r a t io n s  n o t  fo r  selling th e  t r u th  b ut fo r  
th e  price o f  th e ir  labor. In Italy, p a y m e n t was re g u 
lated by c o n tra c ts  w ith  th e  city; in Paris ,  th e  m a s 
te rs  collected  th e ir  fe e s  d irectly  f ro m  th e  s tu d en ts  
w h o  w e re  o f te n  d el inqu ent payers.

M edieval c h u rc h m e n  and college fo u nd ers  
w e re  v e ry  g e n e r o u s  in providing college libraries, 
consid ered  holy  and a u g u st  places w ith  n ecessary  
books. M o s t  d ist inguished  w as th e  library  o f  the  
S o r b o n n e  w h ich  in 1 3 3 8  a lready had 1 ,7 2 2  vo lu m es  
on its she lves . M e r to n  C o lleg e  in O x f o r d  has 5 6 9  
v o lu m e s  by 1 3 8 5 ,  and at E r fu r t ,  th e  A m p lo nian iu m  
had 6 3 5  b ooks by th e  middle o f  th e  f i f te e n th  c e n 
tu ry . T h e  college fo u n d e rs  consid ered  the  lending 
o f  books as deeds o f  m e rcy  and charity .  T h e  C is te r 
c ian C o llege  of B ern ad in s  in Paris  in 1 4 9 3  decreed 
th a t  w in e  should be denied to  the  librarian  as long 
as b ooks w e re  m issing  f ro m  th e  library.

T h e  m edieval u n iv ers i ty  in th e  f irs t  part o f  the  
t h i r te e n th  ce n tu r y  produced a u n iv ers ity  m anual 
called th e  De disciplina scholarium, ab ou t th e  scholars '  
b ehavior .  T h e  m ain qualities  dem anded fro m  the 
te ach in g  m a s te r  w e r e  erud ition  follow ed by g e n t le 
n ess ,  f i rm n e s s ,  exp er ien ce ,  and being " n e i th e r  n e g 
l ig ent n o r  a r r o g a n t . "  T h e  exem p la ry  m a s te r  was 
exp ected  to  p ossess  t ru th  in speech , fa irn ess  in 
ju d g m e n t ,  pru d ence  in cou n sel in g  and fa i th fu ln ess  
in cond u ct.  M edieval op in ion  loudly claimed th a t  
th e  chair  and pulpit do n o t  m ake  its p o sse sso r  fa m 
ous, but th e  d o cto r  h im se lf  b rings p restige  to the 
chair  he occupies by v ir tu e  o f  his good m orals  and 
p ro fo u n d  learn ing .
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Hill Monastic Manuscript Library
T h r o u g h o u t  th e  D a rk  A ges th e  m o n aster ie s  kept 
lit the  b rig ht lights  o f  past civilizations. Early in the  
s ix th  ce n tu ry ,  S t .  B en ed ict  codified the  m o nastic  
life, dedicated to use fu l  w o rk  and d evotion  to  God. 
B en ed ict 's  R ule  set th e  p a t te rn  fo r  E uropean 
m o n a st ic  life th e re a f te r .

C a ss iod oru s ,  a c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  B en ed ict ,  
added th e  purpose  o f  scholarship  to  m onastic  
orders .  He founded tw o  m o n aster ie s  w h e re  he 
en jo ined  his m o nk s  to  acquire  know led ge both  
sacred and pro fane . T o  this purpose, C assiod oru s 
c o l l e c t e d  v a l u a b l e  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  w h i c h  h e  
in s tru cted  th e  m o nk s  to  copy, supervised-the t r a n s 
lation o f  var ious G r e e k  w o rk s  in to  Latin , and w ro te  
sev era l  h istorica l  w o rk s  h im self .  T h u s  beg an  th e  
B en ed ic t in e  trad it ion  o f  t ra n s fe r r in g  k n o w le d g e — 
in th e  fo rm  o f  m a n u s c r ip ts — and preserv ing  it 
f ro m  the  past to p o steri ty .

A lm o st  1 5 0 0  y e ars  la ter ,  in th e  1 9 5 0 s ,  Fr. C o l-  
m an  B a rry ,  th e n  p ro fe ss o r  o f  h is to ry  at St .  Jo h n 's  
U n iv ers i ty  w h ich  is th e  w orld 's  larg est  B en ed ict ine  
co m m u n ity ,  traveled fro m  Collegeville ,  M in n e so ta  
to R o m e  to  m e e t  w ith  Pope Pius XII. T h e  Pope 
recalled h o w  th r o u g h  th e  ce n tu r ie s  m anu scrip ts  in 
m o n a ster ie s  had b e e n  lost th r o u g h  w ar , ca tas
tro p he , th e f t ,  and s o m e tim e s  care less  handling. 
T h e  Pope rem ind ed  Fr. B a rry  o f  th e  B en ed ict ine  
trad ition . R e fe r r in g  to  th e  cou n tless  m anu scrip ts  
and arch ives  reposing  in m o n a s te r y  libraries 
th r o u g h o u t  W e s te r n  E urope, th e  N ear East and 
Africa , he said, " G o  to th e  hills and valleys b e fo re  it 
is to o  la te ."

T h e  d ram atic  re su lt  o f  th is  co n v e rs a t io n  w as 
th e  Hill M o n a s t ic  M a n u scr ip t  L ib rary  (H M M L ) 
b eg u n  in 1 9 6 4  to  p re serv e  on m icrofilm  th e  c o n 
te n ts  o f  irrep laceab le  m edieval and R e n a issa n ce  
books. U n d e r ta k e n  w ith  N EH  g ra n ts  and private 
c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  th e  L ibrary  g a th e rs  to g e th e r  u n der 
one  r o o f  copies o f  m a n u scr ip ts  f ro m  widely s c a t 
tered  re p o s ito r ie s ,  som e o f  w h ich  are re m o te ,  or  
a lm o st  inaccessible.

H M M L  is also cata log ing  som e m an u scr ip t  col-, 
lec tion s  w h ich  have not previously  b een  in v e n to 
ried, and is building an index o f  th e  opening lines of 
w o rk s  ( incipits) to  assis t  re s e a r c h e rs  in locating 
m ateria l .  P re s e n t ly ,  th e  incipit index  has about
7 5 0 ,0 0 0  en tr ies .

S in ce  April, 1 9 6 5 ,  w h e n  th e  f i r s t  page was 
m icrofi lm ed  at K r e m s m u n s te r  A b bey  in A u str ia ,  
H M M L  has collected  ab o u t  5 0 ,0 0 0  h a n d w rit ten  
d o cu m en ts  a n te d a tin g  th e  ad vent of  printing. W ith  
each m an u scr ip t  c o n ta in in g  an averag e  of seven 
d istinct  ch ro n ic les ,  t re a t ises ,  essays ,  Scrip tu ral  
read ings,  poem s, or  o th e r  w r it in gs ,  th e re  are 
ap p rox im ate ly  3 5 0 ,0 0 0  sep arate  w o rk s  n ow  on

m icrof i lm  at H M M L .  T h e y  re p re s e n t ,  according  to 
D ir e c to r  Ju lian  P lan te ,  a lm o st  e v e ry  field o f  m ed ie 
val learn in g ,  f r o m  th e  cu ltu rally  b roa d en in g  liberal 
ar ts ,  to th e  practical  " h o w - t o "  m echanical  a rts ,  to 
th e  specula tiv e  m o des o f  th o u g h t  em bodied  in phi
losophy, law  and theo log y .

M o s t  o f  th e  co l lection  com es  f ro m  m icrofilm  
p ro je c ts  u n d e r ta k e n  in libraries  in A u str ia ,  E th io 
pia, Spain , M a lta ,  G e r m a n y  and P ortu g a l.  M a n u 
scripts  are  film ed in black and w h ite ,  tw o  pages at a 
t im e  w h e n  possible. In A u str ia  a lone, b e tw e e n  
1 9 6 5  and 1 9 7 3 ,  H M M L  p h o to g rap h ed  m o re  th a n
3 2 . 0 0 0  m a n u scr ip ts  f ro m  76  libraries.  T h is  adds up 
to m o re  th a n  1 2 .5  million p a g e s— 6 .3  million black 
and w h ite  e x p o s u r e s — and m o re  th a n  4 2 ,0 0 0  color 
exp o su re s .

T h is  vast  q u a n t i ty  had a lready yielded several  
u n an tic ip ated  f ra g m e n ts  o f  th e  past. P lante  tells of 
m u sico lo g is t  P e te r  Je f fe ry 's  e xa m in in g  a m a n u s 
crip t  w h ich  had b ee n  used fo r  binding fo r  a n o th e r  
m a n u scr ip t .  H e fo u n d  a lea f  co n ta in in g  an i l lu stra 
t ion o f  a h o c k e t ,  o n e  o f  th e  e a r l ie s t -k n o w n  g e n re s  
o f  secu lar  in s t ru m e n ta l  m usic. In a ho ck e t ,  each 
in s t r u m e n t  plays o n e  n o te  in tu rn .  T h is  produces  a 
m u sica l  e f fe c t  su g g e s t in g  a h icco u g h — or hoquet in 
F re n ch .

A n o th e r  q u ite  e x tra o rd in a ry  find was made by 
Paul M e y v a e r t  o f  th e  M edieval A ca d em y  o f  A m e r 
ica. L ook in g  th r o u g h  a hagiographical  t e x t  f ro m  
th e  A u s tr ia n  N atio n a l  L ibrary , he  noticed  a fe w  
pages w h e r e  th e  h a n d w rit in g  d if fered  fro m  the 
r e s t  o f  th e  m an u scrip t .  R ead ing  th e  Latin  te x t ,  he 
d iscovered  it w as a le t t e r  to  th e  K ing  o f  France  
fro m  H u lagu , g ra n d so n  o f  G e n g h is  K han .

In A u str ia ,  H M M L  also p h o tog ra p h ed  som e
1 0 0 .0 0 0  f ra g m e n ts  o f  papyrus dating fro m  the  
th ird  to  th e  f i r s t  c e n tu r ie s  B .C .  W r i t te n  in G re e k ,  
C o p tic ,  A rabic ,  H e b re w , Latin , Sy riac  and o th e r  
la n g u a g es ,  m o st  are  legal and ad m in is tra t iv e  d ocu 
m e n ts .  B u t  w ith  th e m  w e re  som e l ite rary  w o rk s ,  
including f ra g m e n ts  o f  H o m er .

M icro f i lm in g  tak es  place u n d er  v ary in g  c ir
c u m s ta n ce s .  In G e r m a n y ,  w h e re  less th a n  1 0 0  
m a n u scr ip ts  hav e  b een  p h o tog rap h ed , th e  C a t h e d 
ral C h a p te r  o f  C o lo g n e  opened its 9 0 0 -y e a r -o ld  
co l lection  to  H M M L  as a g e s tu re  o f  fr iend ship  and 
g ra t i tu d e  to  St .  Jo h n 's  B e n ed ic t in e s  w h o  s en t  food, 
c lo th in g  and m edicine to  th e  people o f  C o lo g n e  at 
th e  end o f  W orld  W a r  II. A nd c u ra to rs  o f  o th e r  
G e r m a n  libraries  hav e  carried  th e ir  b ooks to 
C o lo g n e  to  be m icro fi lm ed  th e re .

In Ethiopia , th e  ca m e ra  c re w  trav els  th e  c o u n 
tryside  in a Land R o v e r ,  vis it ing r e m o te  villages 
and ch u rc h e s ,  a t te n d in g  m a rk e ts  and fa irs ,  asking 
fo r  old m a n u scr ip ts  th a t  m ig h t  be s tored  aw ay or, 
p erhaps,  are  in every d ay  use. T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  dis
co v ery  so far  b elongs to  a priest  w h o  allowed the  
c re w  to  p h o to g ra p h  th e  E thiopic  Bib le  he  carr ies  in 
his p o ck et  fo r  daily pray ers .  O n  e x a m in a t io n ,  the  
book  w as  fo u n d  to  be very  old indeed, m ade in the  
t h i r te e n th  ce n tu r y ,  if n o t  b efore .

W a lte r  H a rre lso n ,  D e a n  E m e ritu s  o f  V a n d e r 

bilt U n iv e rs i ty  D iv in ity  S ch o o l  explains th e  value 
o f  th e  E thiopic  co llections.  "E th io p ia  is on e  o f  the  
w orld 's  o ld est  co n t in u in g ,  active  C h r is t ia n  co m 
m u n io n s .  R e la tive ly  iso lated  fro m  th e  E ast,  E th io 
pic C h r is t ia n i ty  has developed u n iq u e  w ay s  of 
th in k in g  in a sso c ia t io n  w ith  Ju d aism , Is lam  and 
o t h e r  A fr ic a n  relig ions. T h e  l i te ra tu re  in th e  old 
c h u rc h  la n g u a g e — G e 'e z  or E th io p ic— is recou n ted  
in a stylized fo rm  w ith  reco l lec t ion s  o f  actual 
sa in ts .  It d if fe rs  f r o m  all o th e r  re lig ious l i te ra tu re ,"  
H a rre ls o n  says. " T h e  distinct w r it in g s  are  p re 
s en ted  n o t  only  as an c ien t ,  b ut as a living part of 
re lig ion. C o m m e n ta r ie s  are  still being  w r i t t e n  
to d a y ."

T h e  7 ,5 0 0  E th iopian  m a n u scr ip ts  already 
m icro f i lm e d  coo p era t iv e ly  w ith  V a n d e rb il t  co m 
prise  th e  m o st  c om p le te  re p re s e n ta t iv e  collection 
o f  E th iop ian  l i te ra tu re  a n y w h e r e  outsid e  the  
c h u rc h e s  o f  th a t  co u n try .

G e o r g e  N ick elsbu rg , p ro fe ss o r  o f  religion at 
th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Iow a, has used th e  H M M L  collec
t ion  in w rit in g  a c o m m e n ta r y  on  the  B o o k  of 
E n o ch ,  a Je w ish  apocryphal,  pseudepigraphic  te x t  
o r ig ina lly  w r i t t e n  in A ram aic ,  probably  in th e  third 
or  seco nd  c e n tu r y  B .C . ,  and la ter  tran sla ted  into  
G re e k .  Excluded fro m  all o t h e r  c an on s,  E n o ch  is

included in th e  E thiopic  scr ip tures .
A s t e x tu a l  critics  m u st ,  N ick elsbu rg  is r e a c h 

ing back to  find th e  v e rs io n  c losest  to  th e  original 
d o c u m e n ts .  W ith  on ly  f ra g m e n ts  available in 
A ram aic ,  he  believes  th e  Ethiopic te x ts  to  be of 
p rim e im p o r ta n ce  b ecau se  "E th io p ia n ,  C o p tic  and 
Sy r ia c  te x t s  s o m e t im e s  are based on G r e e k  m a n u 
scripts  th a t  are  b e t t e r  th a n  any o f  th e  G r e e k  m a n u 
scripts  w e  h a v e ."

T o  m ak e  use  o f  H M M L 's  E th iopian  collection, 
a n o t h e r  re s e a r c h e r ,  R o ch u s  Z u u rm o n d  o f  th e  
N e th e r la n d s  is co m in g  so o n  to  St .  Jo h n 's  fo r  the  
th ird  c o n s e c u t iv e  year. D u r in g  his s ix -w ee k  visits 
he  has b ee n  s tu d yin g  G o sp e l  m a n u scr ip ts  and the  
B o o k  o f  Ju bilees . Like E n och , Ju bilees  is p art  o f  the  
E th io p ia n  Bible. B u t ,  except fo r  f r a g m e n ts  o f  one 
c h a p te r  in Latin , th e  te x t  o f  Ju bilees  is available 
on ly  in Ethiopic.

O n  M alta ,  1 6 0 0  i tem s hav e  b ee n  p h o to 
graphed . H istorica lly ,  th e  Island w as  a M e d ite r r a 
n e a n  o u tp o st  ag a in st  T u r k is h  exp an sion . O f  
p art icu la r  in te r e s t  to  h is to r ia n s ,  P lante  says, are 
th e  s ix te e n th -c e n tu r y  Inquis it ion  archives  p re 
served  at M dina. " T h e y  se e m  to  be un iq ue  am o n g  
Inq uis it ion  d o c u m e n ts  fo r  c o n ta in in g  orig inal  
w o rk in g  papers, d ossiers  and judicial records.

F ro m  Spain  th e  co l lection  holds ab o u t  6 ,2 0 0
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Opposite page, top: A  
14th-century manuscript 
illustrates " r in c e a u ,"  the 
decorative pattern of vines 
and leaves. Below: In 1 9 6 6  
the H M M L  film ed 543  
manuscripts at the 
Benedictine A bbey of 
Gottweig, A ustria, founded 
in 1 083 . This page, left: 
an English 12th-century 
Cosmography depicts the 
winds blowing inward on a 
three-part world: A sia, 
Europa, and A frica. Below: 
Lines from  the oldest known 
text of the O ld Testament 
in Ge'ez, the liturgical 
language of the Church in 
Ethiopia. Bottom right: 
Silver and jewelled cover of 
the M ondsee Gospels from  
11th-century Germany.

Walters Art Gallery

m a n u scr ip ts  f ro m  tw e n ty -n in e  l ibraries , including 
so m e  te x ts  in V is igo th ic  script. O n e  abbey, San  
M illan de la C ogolla ,  has d o cu m en ts  o f  co n v e n tu a l  
l ife f r o m  th e  te n th  c e n tu ry ,  and its h is to ry  goes 
back to  th e  V is ig o th ic  period w h en  on e  of  its ab bots  
is k n o w n  to  hav e  a tten d ed  th e  councils  o f  Toledo .

A sm all n u m b e r  o f  m icro f i lm s hav e  b een  made 
in P o r tu g a l  s ince  1 9 8 0 .  P oten tia lly  th e  h a rv es t  
t h e r e  is a b u n d a n t— perhaps  3 0 ,0 0 0  to  5 0 ,0 0 0  
m a n u s c r ip ts — so m e  in re m o te  re p ositor ies ,  m any 
u n ca ta lo g ed . B e c a u s e  P o r tu g u e s e  m an u scr ip ts  are 
re la t iv e ly  u n k n o w n  to  W e s te r n  scho lars ,  P lante  
th in k s  it possible  th a t  "d isco v e r ies  o f  m a jo r  s ignifi
can ce  will e m e r g e . "

B esides  H M M L 's  ow n  m icrofilm s, m a n u 
scripts  are  being  added to  th e  L ibrary  th r o u g h  p u r
ch a se  o f  e x is t in g  m icrof i lm  collections in England, 
Italy  and e ls e w h e re .  O n e  especially  choice  collec
t ion, f r o m  th e  L a m b e th  Palace L ib rary ,  was 
a ssem b led  f i f ty  years  b e fo re  H e n ry  VIII dissolved 
th e  m o n a s te r ie s ,  at a t im e  w h e n  o u ts tan d in g  
m a n u scr ip ts  f ro m  m o n a st ic  libraries w e re  p lenti
ful. It is p art icu larly  rich in E nglish  d o cu m en ts  
f ro m  th e  n in th  to  th e  s ix te e n th  ce n tu ry ,  including 
copies o f  E ng lish  poetry .

A n o th e r  co l lection  is f ro m  th e  C a iro  Genizah or 
"h id in g ,"  on e  o f  th e  s to r e h o u s e s  fo r  Je w ish  tex ts  
w h ich  c a n n o t  be des tro y e d  b ut are  no lo n g e r  in use. 
F ou nd  in th e  attic  o f  a sy n o g o g u e  built on th e  site  of 
a n in th -c e n tu r y  s y n a g o g u e ,  th e  G e n iz a h  conta ins
1 0 0 ,0 0 0  leaves , the^oldest f ro m  A .D . 7 50 .  A m on g  
m an y  h e r e to fo r e  lost  H e b re w  w o rk s  is a v e rs io n  of 
th e  B o o k  o f  Ecclesiasticus .

T h e  co l lection  co n t in u e s  to g ro w  as possibili
ties fo r  f i lm ing  in additional c o u n tr ie s  are  explored. 
S ch o la rs  and o t h e r  re s e a r c h e rs  use  th e  library , as 
do ch ild ren  f ro m  n e ig h b o r in g  schools  and th o se  
w h o  are  m e re ly  cu rious.  In N ick elsbu rg 's  w ords, 
" O u r  life -b lood  is d o c u m e n ts ."

— A n ita  F ran z  M in tz  
M rs. M intz is a frequent contributor to H u m an ities .

Walters Art Gallery

T h e  late  H e n ry  W a lters  b eg an  his m a n u scr ip t  
co l lection  in 1 8 9 5  w ith  th e  p u rch a se  o f  a f i f t e e n th -  
c e n tu r y  F re n c h  B o o k  o f  H ou rs .  F or  th ir ty -s ix  years  
he  p u rch ased  rare  d o cu m e n ts  until , at th e  tim e of 
his d eath ,  th e  ra re  book  collection  o f  th e  W alters  
A r t  G a l le ry  held so m e  e ig h t  hu nd red  m a n u scr ip ts ,  
ran g in g  f ro m  th e  n in th  to  th e  tw e n t ie th  ce n tu ry .

W a lters  w as  prim arily  in te re s te d  in fo rm in g  a 
co llection  fo r  co m p re h e n siv e  study. B u t ,  fo r  the  
splendor o f  its i l lum inated  m an u scr ip ts ,  th e  co llec
t ion  is regard ed  in th e  U nited  S ta te s  as second  only 
to  th a t  o f  th e  P ie rp o n t  M o rg a n  L ibrary . In the  
rea lm  of  i l lum inated  B o o k s  o f  H ou rs ,  its m o re  th an  
tw o  h u n d red  exam p les  are  unexcelled .

Until  recen tly ,  th is  collection  has b ee n  k n o w n  
to th e  public only  th r o u g h  articles  published in 
sch o lar ly  jo u rn a ls  and th r o u g h  special exh ib it ions .  
A d efin it ive  cata log  had n o t  b ee n  u n d e rta k e n  until  
1 9 7 7 ,  w h e n  an N E H  g ra n t  enabled  a team  of  th r e e  
m a n u scr ip t  specialists ,  including th e  W alters  c u ra 
to r  o f  m a n u scr ip ts  and rare  books, Lillian C . R a n 
dall, and rare  b ook  c o n s e rv a to r  C h r is to p h e r  
C la rk s o n ,  to  m ak e  a m in u te ly  detailed stud y of 
each  codex.

T h e  d escrip tions ,  so o n  to  be published in a 
cata log , are  con ta in ed  in a card -ind ex  file. T h e  team  
has also com piled ov er  th r e e  th o u sa n d  color slides 
and n ear ly  a th o u sa n d  black and w h ite  p h o to 
g rap h s  o f  n o t e w o r th y  codicological and a e sth et ic  
fe a tu re s .

In addition, th e  p ro je c t  has helped to  re s to re  
sev era l  dozen m a n u scr ip ts  th a t  tim e and a tm o s 
p h e re  hav e  conspired  to deface.

T h e  p a rc h m e n t  on  w h ich  th e  te x ts  w e re  copied 
cam e f ro m  sh eep sk in ;  th e  f in e r  ve llu m , fro m  calf 
skin. B o th  w e re  soaked in lime, s tre tch e d ,  scraped 
and ru bb ed  w ith  chalk. C u t  in to  sh e e ts  th e  size of  a 
double  page, th e  p a rc h m e n t  was pricked w ith  a 
sharp  i n s t r u m e n t  to  m ark  points  for ruled lines.

A f te r  d raw ing  th e  ru les  w ith  sty lus ,  lead, or  pen 
and ink, th e  scribe  beg an  to  w rite  w ith  a quill pen. 
H e used ink he had m ade w ith  th e  pow d er o f  a 
c ru sh ed  tree  burl,  m ixed  w ith  v in e g ar  and o th e r  
in g re d ien ts .

T h e  scr ibe  probably  w o rk ed  by copying 
a n o t h e r  te x t .  B u t  b e fo re  th e  f i f te e n th  ce n tu ry ,  he 
m ig h t  h av e  w r i t t e n  as so m e o n e  d ictated to h im — 
th u s  op en in g  th e  possibility  o f  m aking  an e r r o r  of 
sou nd  r a th e r  th a n  o f  s ight. If th e  scribe  did err ,  and 
w as  a w a re  o f  it, he could have erased  the  fau lty  
w o rd s  by scrap ing  th e m  aw ay  w ith  a knife .

T h e  ease  w ith  w h ich  scribes and i llum inators  
could re m o v e  ink and paint f ro m  p a rch m e n t  is pre 
cisely  th e  cau se  fo r  m u ch  o f  the  d ifficulty  th a t  
c o n s e r v a to r s  o f  th o se  m a n u scr ip ts  face  today. T h e  
paint  or  gold leaf th a t  cracks  and flakes  aw ay fro m  
th e  p a rc h m e n t  m u s t  be re a tta ch e d .  T h is  is done by 
slipping a special ad hesive  b e n e a th  each  flake o f  
paint  w ith  a single  ha ir  o f  a brush . T h e  adhesive is 
d ra w n  in to  th e  m in u te  space b e tw e e n  paint and 
paper.

In addition to  th e  i llum inations ,  m a n y  o f  the  
b in d in g s— of velvet,  lea th er ,  w ood, or  silver, som e 
e la b o ra te  e tch e d  or  b e je w e le d — hav e made m a n u s 
cripts  ar t  t r e a s u r e r s  as well as prizes o f  scholarship.

" B o o k s  w e re  a s ta tu s  sym b ol  in m edieval 
E u ro p e ,"  says Randall.  "P e o p le  w e re  proud o f  th e ir  
b e a u ty ."

R andall  regard s  th e  eco n o m ic  g r o w th  at th e  
 b eg in n in g  o f  th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu r y  as a tu rn in g  
p o in t  in book  p a tro n ag e ,  aw ay fro m  ro y alty  and the 

 ch u rch .  N e w  upper and middle classes w e re  able to 
a f fo rd  books ,  en co u ra g in g  secu lar  scribes  and 
a rt is ts  to  develop th e ir  skills. P a tro n s  c o m m is 
s ioned  scribes  f ro m  d is ta n t  lands w h ich  st im ulated  
art is t ic  c ro ss - fe r t i l iz a t io n .

T h e  W alters  cata log  describes  th e  binding and 
i l lu m in ation  o f  each  codex as well as its g a th e r in g s ,  
script,  l i te ra ry  te x t ,  and p ro v en a n ce .  In this way, 
according  to  Randall ,  it "a s s is t s  scholars  and g e n e r 
alists in th e ir  var io u s  q u e s ts ,  be it for a rare  m o tif  
o r  fo r  i l lu stra t iv e  m ater ia l  fo r  a b ro ch u re  or te levi
sion p r o g r a m ."

— A F M

“H ill M on astic  M an u scr ip t L ib r a r y " /Ju lia n  G. Plante/ St. John's  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  C olleg ev ille , M N / $ 4 5 6 , 9 6 4  P M / 1 9 7 1 -  
7 7 / S 4 2 .0 0 0 ;  $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  P M / 1 9 7 7 - 7 9 / $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  P M / 1 9 7 9 -  
81  /R e se a rc h  R esources

"Catalog of Western Manuscripts in the Walters Art Gallery"/Lil
lian  C. R an dall /W a lt e r s  A r t  G a l l e r y , B a l t i m o r e ,  
M D / $ 9 9 , 0 9 5 / 1 9 7 7 - 8 0 /R e s e a r c h  R esources
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W h e n  H ev er  C a s t le — built in th e  th ir te e n th  c e n 
tu ry  and la ter  h o m e  o f  A n n e  B o le y n — w e n t  on  the 
m a rk e t  re ce n tly  fo r  $ 2 4 ,1 6 5 , 0 0 0 ,  it a t t ra c ted  m o re  
a t te n t io n  f r o m  th e  press th a n  f ro m  h o m e  b uyers .  
O f  co u rse ,  m o n th ly  m o rtg a g e  p a y m e n ts  of 
$ 3 2 5 , 4 7 5  fo r  3 0  years  (w ith  2 0  p e rce n t  dow n) m ay 
a cco u n t  fo r  that .  B u t  it also m ay be th a t  we th in k  of 
castles  as s o m e th in g  to  read about ,  n o t  so m e th in g  
to  live in; s o m e th in g  fan ta st ic ,  n o t  so m e th in g  
dom estic .

Indeed, castles  hav e  b eco m e m o re  m y th  th a n  
reality . T h e y  are  d em on ic  s e t t in g s  fo r  g oth ic  h o r 
ro r  and h ero ic  s e t t in g s  fo r  A r th u r ia n  ro m an ce ;  
th e ir  ivy covered  ru ins  inspired th e  ro m a n tic  poets, 
and m o d e rn  fa n ta s y  n ovels  t ra n s m o g r i fy  th e m  in to  
th e  rea lm  o f  th e  unreal .

Y e t  castles  are  v ery  real and an im p o r ta n t  part 
o f  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  W e s t e r n  civilization. T h e y  
a re  e xce p tio n a l  e n g in e e r in g  a c co m p lish m e n ts  and 
in g en io u s  m ilitary  fo r t i f ica t io n s  th a t  played a sig
n if ica n t  ro le  in b ring ing  E u rope  o u t  o f  th e  Middle 
A g es  and in to  th e  middle class.

In fact ,  th e  castle ,  by its v e ry  success  in b r in g 
ing th e  outlands u n d er  co n tro l  and fo s te r in g  the 
g r o w th  o f  to w n s ,  co n tr ib u ted  to  its o w n  decline. 
T h e  heyday o f  E nglish  castles  lasted only fro m  the  
m id - th ir te e n th  to  th e  early  fo u r t e e n th  ce n tu r ie s  
and m o st  fell  in to  disrepair  so o n  th e r e a f te r ,  b e c o m 
ing s to n e  q u arr ies  fo r  n e w  co n stru c t io n .

F o r  6 0 0  y e ars  th e  reality  o f  castles  has w ith 
ered , b ut n o w  it is being revived  by an h p u r-lo n g  
public te lev is io n  p ro g ra m  en tit led  Castle e xp ected  to 
be b road cast  n ation ally  late  th is  year. T h e  p ro g ra m  
is based on  th e  book  o f  th e  sam e n a m e  by David 
M acau lay , fo r m e r  c h a irm an  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
I l lu stra t io n  at th e  R h od e  Island S ch o o l  o f  D es ig n  
and a u th o r  of fo u r  o th e r  books on  a rc h i te c tu r a l/s o 
cial h i s to r y — Cathedral: The Story of Its Construction, 
City: A  Story of Roman Planning and Construction, 
Pyramid, and Underground.

M acau lay 's  books, published b e tw e e n  1 9 7 3  
and 1 9 7 7 ,  hav e  fasc inated  you n g  and n o t -s o -y o u n g

adults  w ith  th e ir  detailed, m u lt i -p ersp ect iv e  illus
tra t io n s  and th e ir  e xp la n atio n s  o f  th e  a rch ite c tu ra l ,  
h is torica l ,  and cu ltu ra l  s ig n ificance  o f  th e s e  s t ru c 
tu re s .  T h e  b ooks hav e  sold a million copies in the  
U n ited  S ta te s ,  b een  tran sla te d  in to  e ig h t  fo re ig n  
la n g u a g e s ,  and w o n  n u m e ro u s  aw ards  h e re  and 
abroad, including th e  G old  M edal o f  th e  A m er ica n  
In s t i tu te  o f  A rc h ite c ts .

A n u m b e r  o f  p rodu cers  had approached 
M a cau la y  c o n c e rn in g  th e  film  and te lev is ion  rights  
to  th e  books. M aca u la y  w aited  fo r  so m e o n e  w h o  
w ould  t ra n s la te  th e  b ooks  o n to  film  in a m a n n e r  
artis t ica lly  com p atib le  w ith  his style. In 1 9 7 8 ,  he 
sold th e  r ig h ts  to  U n ico rn  P ro je c ts ,  Inc. o f  P o to m ac , 
M ary la n d ,  in p art  b eca u se  h e  had b e e n  im pressed  
by U n ic o rn  V ice  P re s ie n t  R a y  H u bb ard 's  pro d u c
tion  Lewis M um ford: Toward Human Architecture, w h ich  
aired on  P B S .

H u b b ard  decided Castle w ould be th e  pilot film 
in a ser ies  to  include all th e  books excep t Under
ground, w h ich  d if fers  f ro m  th e  o th e r s  by lacking a 
n a rra t iv e  s t r u c tu r e  and is, th e r e fo r e ,  less suited  to 
a film . T h e  re m a in in g  fo u r ,  h o w e v e r ,  all fo llow  a 
s to r y  o f  h o w  th e  s t r u c tu r e  evolved by fo cu sin g  on 
individual h is torica l  and p seu d o-h is to r ica l  ch a ra c 
ters .  T h e  b ook s  exp lore  th e  initial im petus,  design, 
p lanning , co n s tr u c t io n  and util izat ion  o f  th e  build
ings and th e re b y  provide an u n d ersta n d in g  o f  both  
th e  a rch ite c tu ra l  and th e  h istorica l  pro cesses  w hich  
shaped th e m .

Castle is se t  in England and W ales u n d er  King 
E dw ard  I. It is M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 2 8 3  w h en ,  as M acau lay  
im ag in e s  it, th e  K in g  n a m e s  K evin  Le S tra n g e  to  be 
Lord  o f  A b e rw y v e rn ,  a n o n e x is te n t  but typical o u t 
p ost  in rebelliou s W ales . In e x ch a n g e  fo r  th e  title, 
Le S t r a n g e  will build a castle  and to w n  to  help the  
k ing  s ecu re  th e  area  u n d er  English  rule.

Lord  K ev in  sets  o f f  fo r  A b e rw y v e rn ,  h ires  a 
m a s te r  e n g in e e r ,  w ith  w h o m  he selects  th e  site, 
and b egins  th e  p ro je c t  to  build his c a s t le — a p ro ject  
w h ich  will ta k e  five  y ears  to  com p le te  and, at its 
h e ig h t ,  will re q u ire  th e  labor o f  o v er  th r e e  th o u 
sand people.

M aca u la y  ch ro n ic les  in g re a t  detail th e  build
ing o f  th e  c a s t le — th e  design o f  th e  tw e lv e - fo o t -

th ick  walls o f  th e  in n e r  and o u te r  cu r ta in ,  th e  use 
o f  putlog  holes  to  secu re  scaffo ld ing  to  th o se  walls 
as th e y  rise  to  th i r ty - f iv e  fee t ,  th e  p la ce m e n t  and 
fu n c t io n  o f  a r ro w  loops and cre n e la t io n ,  the  
m e ch an ics  o f  th e  draw bridge  and portcu ll is ,  th e  
e n g in e e r in g  o f  m o re  d om estic  needs, such  as r u n 
n ing  w a te r  in th e  k itch en . H e sh ow s us th e  m a te 
rials, skills, and t im e  requ ired  to  c o n s tr u c t  a 
building th a t  in H u bb ard 's  w ord s " w a s  at o n ce  a 
w a r  m a ch in e ,  political s ta te m e n t ,  h ote l ,  palace, 
s to r e h o u s e ,  a d m in is tra t iv e  h e a d q u a rte rs ,  social 
c e n te r  and sy m b ol o f  p o w er  on an u n ru ly  fro n tier .  
M o r e  th a n  ju s t  a com p lex  s tru c tu r e ,  th e  castle  was 
a co m p le te  s y s te m  o f  social o r g a n iz a t io n ."

A b o v e  all, A b e r w y v e r n  w as designed as a fo r 
tre s s  able to  w ith s ta n d  th e  o n s la u g h t  o f  W elsh  
arm ies .  M acau lay 's  s to ry  c loses w ith  th e  castle  
b e ing  put to  th e  te s t  by th e  ca tap u lts ,  b a t te r in g  
ra m s, s iege to w e rs ,  and sappers (w h o  dig tu n n e ls  to 
u n d e rm in e  th e  castle  walls) o f  W e lsh  P r in ce  
D afyd d  o f  G w yn ed d .

A g re a t  deal o f  M acau lay 's  detailed dep iction  of 
th e  co n s tr u c t io n  p ro cess  could h a v e  b ee n  lost  in th e  
t ra n s la t io n  f r o m  b o o k  to  d o cu m e n ta ry  film . In 
o rd er  to  ca p tu re  M acau lay 's  fa sc in a t in g  detail  and 
to  c o n v e r t  th e  sta t ic  reality  of  surv iv in g  castles  into  
living, w o rk in g ,  g ro w in g  s tru c tu r e s ,  H ubbard  
decided to  u se  a n im ation .

A n im a t io n  u n fo r tu n a te ly  carries  w ith  it the  
p o ten t ia l  to  p e rp e tu a te  th e  m y th ica l  quality  o f  cas
tles. B u t  H u bb ard  fo u n d  sev era l  w ays to avoid the  
te n d e n c y  o f  a n im ated  film s to  m ake castles  less, 
r a th e r  th a n  m o re ,  real.

F irs t  o f  all, he  decided to  co m b in e  th e  a n im a 
tion  w ith  d o c u m e n ta ry  fo o ta g e  of surviv in g  castles  
t h a t  r e s e m b l e  M a c a u l a y ' s  A b e r w y v e r n  — 
C a e r n a r v o n ,  B ea u m a ris ,  C o n w a y ,  H arlech . He also 
scripted  fo r  live n a r r a to r s  to  appear in th e  d ocu
m e n ta r y  sce n e s  and provide h is torica l  c o m m e n ta ry  
th r o u g h  v o ice o v ers  d uring  som e o f  th e  an im ated  
seq u en ce s .

Seco n d ly ,  H u bb ard  e n su re d  th e  script 's  h is to r -

M acaulay's im aginary  
castle of A berwyvern, left, 
resembles the actual castle 
of Beaumaris in Wales, 
above. Opposite page: One 
of the defenders of 
A berwyvern, as the 
animators of C A S T L E  
drew him. Bottom right: 
The interior of the 
Ham mond Castle M useum.
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ical a ccu ra cy  by establish ing  a board  o f  advisers 
m ade up o f  m edieval sc h o la rs — Jo h n  Bell  H e n n e -  
m an , Jr . ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Iowa; David H erlihy , H a r 
vard  U n iv ers i ty ;  C . W a rre n  H ollis ter ,  U n iv ers i ty  o f  
C a li fo rn ia  at S a n ta  B a rb a ra ;  Lon R. Sh e lb y , S o u t h 
e rn  Ill inois U n iv ers i ty ;  and G a b rie l le  M . Spiegel, 
U n iv ers i ty  o f  M ary lan d . T h e  board  helped to  w eed 
ou t a n a c h ro n ism s ,  such  as a c o m m e n t  by the  
b lack sm ith  th a t  th e  to w n  did n o t  have sidewalks, 
s ince  he cou ld n 't  hav e  k n o w n  w h a t  a sidewalk was. 
T h e  board  also co rrec ted  th e  scholarship  o f  the  
f i lm scr ip t ,  o b je c t in g , fo r  exam ple , to  expla in ing the 
end o f  th e  m edieval era  in te rm s  o f  th e  Italian 
R e n a issa n c e .

In addition to  th e  board , M ered y d d  E van s  of 
th e  U n iv e rs i ty  C olleg e  o f  W ales  read th e  script to 
be s u re  it w as accu ra te  f ro m  the  W elsh  point of 
view. E van s  also  t ran sla te d  P r in ce  D afydd's  
s p eech es  in to  W elsh .

T h ird ly ,  H u bb ard  s o u g h t  ou t a n im a to rs  w h o  
could handle  a " s e r i o u s "  p ro je c t  and would not 
t re a t  th e  m a ter ia l  in S a tu rd a y -m o r n in g -c a r to o n  
sty le ; b u t  w ould p re serv e  M acau lay 's  a r t is try .  
T h e r e  a re  few  a n im a tio n  studios th a t  can adapt to 
a n o t h e r  ar t is t 's  sty le ; H u bb ard  and M acau ley  
a p p roa ch ed  R ich a rd  W illiam s A n im a tio n ,  Ltd. of 
L o n d o n  and H ollyw ood. It proved a fo r tu ito u s  
choice . " T h e  a n im a to r s  h av e  ta k e n  a n a t ion a l  pride 
in th e  p r o je c t , "  according  to  H ubbard . " T h e y  have 
s h o w n  te rr i f ic  e n th u s ia s m  and added em bellish 
m e n ts  th a t  re f le c t  b o th  a love fo r  and an u n d e r
s tan d in g  of th e  s u b je c t . "

M o n th s  w e re  sp e n t  ju s t  developing a t e c h 
niqu e  to  ca p tu re  M acau lay 's  sty le  and distinctive  
ability to  co m m u n ic a te  th e  reality  o f  th r e e -  
d im en sio n a l  s t ru c tu r e s  th r o u g h  draw ings. T h e  
W ill iam s S tu d io  used co lor w a sh e s  w ith  line o v e r 
lays fo r  th e  castle  and back g rou nd s; fo r  th e  ch a ra c 
te rs ,  th e  s tud io  photocopied  s k etch es  on to  
t r a n s p a r e n t  o v er lay s  and colored  th e  cells w ith o u t  
using  th e  c o n ta in in g  lines th a t  typify  m o st  te lev i
sion an im ation .

A n im a t io n  o f  th is  quality  has on e  d raw back: it 
is v ery  exp ensive .  It has ta k e n  th ir ty  a n im a to rs  a 
full y e a r  to  c re a te  th i r ty  m in u tes  o f  film  for  Castle 
( th a t 's  one  m in u te  per y e a r  per an im ator !) .

T h e  p ro je c t  is e xp ected  to  cost  ov er  $ 1  million. 
N E H  a g reed  to  cov er  ap p rox im ate ly  h a lf  o f  th a t  in 
an o u tr ig h t  g ra n t  and to  provide th e  re s t  on a 
g i f t -a n d -m a tc h in g  basis to  e n co u ra g e  private  sup
port  fo r  th e  pro ject .  A t th e  tim e o f  this w riting , 
U n ic o rn  has ra ised  ( f ro m  th e  A r th u r  V in in g  Davis 
F o u n d a tio n )  all b ut $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to rece ive  th e  full 
N E H  m a tch in g  g ran t .

M o s t  o f  th e  a n im a tio n  fo r  Castle is n ow  c o m 
plete. T h e  live seq u en ce s  will have to  be film ed in 
th e  fall,  a f te r  th e  to u r is t  seaso n , w h e n  th e  castles

can  be closed. N e g o t ia t io n s  are  u n d e rw a y  w ith  a 
W e lsh  m usician  to  c o m p ose  an orig inal score  fo r  
th e  film u sing  co n te m p o ra n e o u s  in s t ru m e n ts  and 
m u sical  style.

H u bb ard  hop es to  hav e  th e  p ro g ra m  read y to 
air on  P B S  during  th e  C h r is tm a s  season .

A f te r  it has b ee n  nationally  broad cast ,  Castle 
will be available to  l ibraries ,  schools  and c o m m u n 
ity  o rg a n iz a t io n s  fo r  local sh ow in g s .  T h e  pro d u c
ers  h op e th a t  this  film and th e  o th e r s  in the  
proposed  ser ies  will be sold widely to fo re ign  
b ro a d ca sters .

A p rev iew  o f  th e  com pleted  an im atio n  s e q u e n 
ces s u g g e s ts  th e  film  will find large and e n th u s ia s 
tic aud ien ces  and th a t  th e y  will agree  w ith  the  
conc lu ding  re m a rk s  o f  th e  n a r r a to r  in th e  " C a s t le "  
script:

T o  see  castles  clearly , we'l l hav e  to  give 
up so m e  o f  o u r  ch e r ish e d  illusions ab o u t  fire- 
b re a th in g  d rag on s  and fa ir  m aidens in dis
t re s s  but w h a t  we'll  gain  is a re sp ect  fo r  the  
g e n u in e  a cco m p lish m e n ts  o f  th e  past.

T h e  castle  is a visible sym b ol o f  m an's  
spirit ,  im a g in a t io n ,  conflic ts  and ability to 
pers is t .  A nd if w e  let th e m , th e s e  s tru c tu r e s  
can n o t  on ly  in tr ig u e  us and fire  o u r  im ag in a
t ion s ,  b ut also give us th a t  vital sen se  o f  w h o  
w e  are  and w h a t  w e 'v e  been.

A sked if w o rk in g  on th e  film  has chang ed  his 
o w n  p ercep tion  o f  castles ,  H u bb ard  responded, 
" E n o r m o u s ly .  I really  didn't  hav e  m u ch  idea h ow  
th e y  w o rked  or  w h a t  th e y  w e re  for. I cam e to 
realize  th a t  th e y  are  as m u ch  a w ar  m a ch in e  as a 
m o d e rn  batt leship . It also o ccu rre d  to  m e th a t  th ey  
a re  really  th e  B r i t is h  parallel to  th e  n in e te e n th -  
c e n tu r y  fo r ts  built  in th e  A m er ic a n  W e s t  to  subdue 
th e  na tiv e  population  o f  th e  f r o n t ie r . "

N o w  H u bb ard  is g ear in g  up to  tackle  a n o th e r  
m edieval s u b je c t— C athedral— th e  n e x t  p ro g ra m  in 
th e  ser ies .  A t  its C o u n cil  m e e t in g  last m o n th  the 
N E H  aw arded  H u bb ard  a s c r ip t-w rit in g  g ra n t  for 
th e  p ro g ram .

In th e  m e a n t im e ,  U n ico rn  has com m iss ioned  
M aca u la y  to begin  re s e a r c h  on a n ew  t i t le — "N e w  
E nglan d  M il l "— to  be included in th e  te levision 
series.

— Jo h n  L ip p in co tt
M r. Lippincott is a member of the Endowment staff.

" C astle"/R ay H ubbard/U nicorn Projects, Inc./Potomac, 
M D /$593 ,714  OR; 250 ,000  FM /198t-82/M edia

The enduring fantasy
T h e  h is to ry  o f  popular fasc ination  w ith  cas

tles, f ro m  th e  tim e o f  th e ir  Sa ra ce n  and N orm an  
b eg in n in g s  to  th e  p re sen t ,  w as explored  in an in te r 
pre tive  e xh ib it  last spring at the  H am m on d  C astle  
M u s e u m  in G lo u c e s te r ,  M a s s a ch u se t ts .

Built  in 1 9 2 6  as both  a h o m e  and m u seu m  by 
th e  in v e n to r  Jo h n  H ays H am m on d , Jr . ,  th e  H a m 
m ond C a s t le ,  co m p le te  w ith  tu rre ts ,  cren e la tion  
and d raw bridge , is i tse lf  a m o n u m e n t  to th e  in f lu 
ence  o f  castles  in o u r  cu ltu re .

T h e  M u s e u m 's  te m p o ra ry  e x h ib i t— "C a s t le s :  
An E n d u rin g  F a n ta s y " — w as designed by an in te r 
disciplinary re search  team  to increase  public 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ervas iven ess  and s ign ifi
can ce  o f  th e  castle  im age, not on ly  as a cu ltu ral  and 
a e s th e t ic  th e m e  but also in its m o re  sub tle  psy cho
logical d im en sio n s  as a sym bol o f  th e  d efen se s  of 
th e  individual and as a Jungian archetype .

T h e  exh ib it  con sis ted  o f  o b je c ts  loaned by 
m u s e u m s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and from  
th e  H am m o n d  M u s e u m 's  ow n  collection , as well as 
displays and in fo rm a tio n a l  m ateria ls  placing the 
o b je c ts  in cu ltu ra l  and th e m atic  co n te x ts .  T o  
ach iev e  a sen se  o f  both  the  ch ro n o lo g y  and the 
r ich n e ss  o f  castle  im ag ery , the  exh ibit  was spread 
th r o u g h o u t  the  ro o m s o f  th e  M u s e u m  in an " i t i n 
e r a r y "  co v e r in g  fo u r  m a jor  th e m e s  and periods.

(1) T h e  f irs t  sec t io n  in tro d u ced  v is i to rs  to  th e  
prototyp ical  castle  and explained  its fo rm  and 
fu n ct ion  as a m ilitary  b a st ion  in th e  Middle Ages.

(2) In th e  G re a t  Hall of th e  M u seu m , the  
e xh ib it  exp lored  the  castle  as a sym bol of chivalric  
ideals in the  late  Middle Ages.

(3) In th e  f irs t  o f  tw o  ro om s devoted to the 
g o th ic  revival, th e  nostalg ia  o f  th e  late e ig h te e n th  
and early  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  for  th e  medieval 
past w as revealed th ro u g h  l i te ra tu re  of th e  period. 
T h e  second  ro om  displayed the  g oth ic  revival in 
A m erica ,  especially  in landscape painting.

(4) Fou r areas  o f  th e  M u seu m  th e n  chronicled 
th e  m o d ern  popularization  of th e  castle  im age both 
in A m erica  and abroad. T h e y  e xa m in ed  castle  lore 
in th e  Industrial R e v o lu tio n ;  A m erican  collections 
o f  E uropean  a n tiqu ities ,  typified in the  fu rn ish in g s  
o f  th e  H a m m o n d  C a st le ;  th e  role o f  A m erican  illus
t ra to rs ,  such  as W alt D isn ey , in p e rp e tu a tin g  and 
a lter in g  the  castle  im age; and, finally, the  in fluence  
o f  castles  on A m erican  a rc h ite c tu re .

A var ie ty  o f  p ro gram s and w o rk sh o p s  for 
school and c o m m u n ity  groups accom panied  the  
e xh ib it ,  including a book  fair at w h ich  David 
M acau lay , a u th o r  o f  Castle, w as a fea tu red  speaker.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  individual v is itors  to th e  H a m 
m ond  M u s e u m  tripled during the  period o f  the 
e xh ib it ,  re ach in g  1 ,0 0 0  on spring w eekend s.  And 
th o u g h  the exh ib it  is now  ov er ,  it will co n t in u e  to 
have s ig n ificance  fo r  the  life of the  m u seu m , says 
N aom i Kline, p ro ject  d irector. " E le m e n ts  o f  the 
exh ib it  will rem ain  on display and in ou r  collection, 
and we plan to produce  a book  on castle  im agery. 
B u t  perhaps  m o re  im p ortan tly ,  w e have gained 
n ew  so p h is tica tio n , su p p o rters ,  and skills th a t  can 
only  co m e  to a small m u seu m  like o u rs  th ro u g h  the 
e xp e r ien ce  o f  m o u n tin g  a m ajor  exhibit ion . As a 
re su lt  o f 'C a s t l e s '  we are a very  d if fe re n t  m u s e u m ."

" C astles ; A n  En during Fantasy  '/N a om i R. K lin e /H a m m o n d  Ca>- 
lie  M u seu m , G lou cester , M A / $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 / 1 9 8 t - 8 2 / M u s e u m s  
an d  H isto r ica l O rg an ization s
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D U S T J A C K E T S
Medieval Studies

i)

Anyone who still doubts the cross-disciplinary 
nature of medieval studies need only consider a 
sampling of recently published work that has 
received NEH support. O u r  continually evolving 
understanding of medieval civilization depends on 
the contributions of scholars from virtually all the 
humanities disciplines.

M aking sense of even one aspect of medieval 
life presents enorm ous scholarly difficulties, as the 
great historian of feudal institutions, Marc Bloch, 
has explained.

Very few scholars can boast that they are 
equally well equipped to read critically a 
medieval charter, to explain correctly the ety
mology of place names, to date unerringly the 
ruins of dwellings of the prehistoric, Celtic, 
or G allo-Rom an periods, and to analyze the 
plant life proper to a pasture, a field, or a 
moor.

But all these skills are necessary to inquire into the 
history of land use. Q uestions of ecclesiastical his
tory, legal institutions, literary form, evolution of 
language and transmission of culture, are similarly 
rigorous.

T h e  sources are refractory. Much material is 
lost or has been destroyed. In many cases the w rit
ten record was meretricious to begin with, set 
down with intent to deceive, if not to mislead, or at 
least to persuade by polemic that was generally less 
than scrupulous.

Many forms of philosophical and theological 
disputation are abstruse, legal treatises are vague 
and fail to describe how the system of justice actu
ally operated. Sheer technical difficulties of linguis
tics and paleography make the work just of 
comprehending the source material— not to m en
tion analysis and interp retation— seem a formida
ble task.

The quantitative data are fragm ented and 
hard to tabulate. Accounts of people's motives, 
behavior and feelings are often disingenuous or so 
constrained by formal convention as to resist pene
tration. Dates are controversial and sometimes 
impossible to establish. O fte n  we can't determine 
w here the King of France was at a critical moment, 
or the Pope; most people in the medieval world 
literally did not know what time it was nor did they 
care. All this can be maddening to scholars in a 
culture like ours that prizes precision and takes as 
truth  the hard data of the social scientist.

Further,  there is little evidence of the inner 
lives of the mass of the population, peasants who 
worked the land, although Bloch and some of his 
followers have brilliantly reconstructed the life of 
rural society.

Medievalists have managed to explore even 
the most rem ote and obscure corners of their field 
and wring answers to their questions from the 
most recalcitrant of witnesses.

William of Ockham , the fourteenth-century  
O xford  Franciscan is o ften  depicted as a notorious 
figure. A m em ber of the radical wing of the Fran

ciscan order who advocated a return  to the apos
tolic poverty of the church, he claimed that the 
Pope, in subverting the gospels, was a heretic. (The 
Pope returned the compliment by excom m unicat
ing Ockham.) He was forced into exile at the court 
of Louis of Bavaria, another papal foe, w here he 
died in 1350. O ckham 's political writings and his 
reputation as a rebel and destroyer of the medieval 
synthesis presumably epitomized by St. Thom as 
Aquinas has eclipsed recognition of him as a world- 
class philosopher.

O ckham  is now ranked by some scholars with 
Aquinas and Scotus in the Middle Ages and subse
quently with Descartes, Leibniz, Locke, Berkely, 
Hume and Kant as one of the great W estern philo
sophers. His application of logical analysis to theol
ogy and philosophy as well as to natural science, his 
insistence on the separation of logic and metaphys
ics, and his extrem e nominalism (the belief that 
universals are simply names with no existence out
side the mind), point the way toward Hume and 
radical empiricism.

Yet there has been no modern critical edition 
of O ckham 's philosophical and theological w rit
ings. Scholars have had to rely on a reprint of the 
first published edition of the w ork— the Lyons edi
tion which was based on a copy of one of the worst 
surviving manuscripts and often severely distorts 
Ockham 's language and thought.

At the Franciscan Institute of St. Bonaventure 
University in New York, a team of scholars 
directed by Ladislao G. Gal is preparing a critical 
edition of O ckham 's works from the manuscripts 
that have survived. Eight volumes have thus far 
appeared; a total of sixteen volum es— about 10,000  
printed pages— are projected, with the hope of 
completing the series by 1985 , the seven- 
hundredth anniversary of O ckham 's birth.

T h e  work of editing is labor-intensive and 
bristles with technical pitfalls—"nasty  and diffi
cult"  is one com m entator 's  characterization of the 
job. Merely collating the sources (the working edi
torial principle has been to use at least eight differ
ent manuscripts for each work) is a monumental 
effort.

T h e  researchers do all their own typing, even 
preparing the manuscript for the printer because, 
they report, "secretaries and proofreaders who can 
cope with Latin are virtually n onexisten t ."  Reading 
proof for these texts involves making sure that 
" th e  critical apparatus of variants and notes cor
rectly corresponds to the lines of the text and 
finally that the text itself is correctly punctuated 
and makes sense. This cannot be entrusted to grad
uate students, even if they know Latin."

T h e  Franciscan Institute is now the world cen
ter of O ckham  scholarship, and the edition as it 
proceeds is recognized as a major American contri
bution to international scholarship in the field of 
medieval philosophy and culture.

A nother team pro ject— this one applying com 
puterized technology in scale unmatched in the

hum anities— has made Madison, Wisconsin, the 
world center for medieval Spanish textual analysis. 
Work on the m onum ental Dictionary of the Old 
Spanish Language under the direction of Lloyd 
Kasten and John Nitti at the Hispanic Sem inary of 
Medieval Studies has produced an array of ancil
lary re ference works that includes microfiche pub
lication of m ore than 20 ,000  pages of texts from 
the royal scriptorium of Alfonso X, El Sabio (the 
Learned), the th irteenth-century  king of Castile.

D rawn by the flowering of Arabic culture, 
scholars came to th irteenth-century  Spain from all 
over Europe. Alfonso cultivated the arts and scien
ces; established schools in Seville, Toledo, and 
Murcai; and at his royal scriptorium oversaw the 
translation of Arabic scientific works into the ver
nacular. He also set out to write a complete history 
of his own time. T h ere  is some debate, says Nitti,  as 
to Alfonso's own scholarly accomplishments (in 
politics he was not very successful), but he did 
intervene as an editor. As a co n tem p o rary  source 
said, "H e righted inconsistencies and infelicities." 
He also w rote poetry in Galician patois— the lyric 
medium of his t im e— as well as a num ber of songs 
to the Virgin Mary.

T h e  texts of the Alfonsine corpus include his
tories and chronicles, astrological and astronomical 
treatises, and the largest compilation of laws in 
Spanish, the Libro de las leyes, which is still used to 
establish precedents for legal cases in the American 
Sou thw est.  A particularly delightful text, says 
Nitti, is a chess book , the Libro dea jedres, dados y tablas  
(chess, dice and backgam m on)— the first known 
book on the subject. This  is a how -to-do-it manual 
from  the Arabic that even contains instructions for 
building the chess board and illustrations showing 
wom en playing as equals with men.

O th e r  offshoots of the Old Spanish Dictionary 
project include a medical treatise originally w ritten 
in Latin by the ten th-centu ry  Spanish Jew, Isaac 
Israeli, and the unique Aragonese version of a 
widely disseminated work, the Libro de M arco  Polo.

C om plem enting the Alfonsine Castilian texts 
and comparable to them in magnitude are the texts 
of fou rteen th -cen tu ry  Aragonese manuscript 
translations produced under the aegis of Juan Fer
nandez de Heredia, Grand M aster of the Knights 
Hospitalers, at his Aragonese scriptorium at the 
papal court in Avignon. T h ey  comprise another 
tw o-volum e microfiche edition being published 
this spring.

T he Aragonese collection includes an impor
tant M oorish chronicle for which the Heredia text 
is the sole source, extracts from Thucydides' Pelopon

nesian W ar, Plutarch's Lives, and a translation of the 
pseudo-Aristotle's Secreto secretorum , one of the most 
popular books in the medieval period, second only 
to the Bible, says Nitti.

Publication of these te x ts— the earliest and 
largest significant body of works in Spanish 
li tera tu re— opens an enorm ous field for research. 
T h e  value to students in medieval Spanish history,
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lan g u a g e , and l i te ra tu re  o f  m ak ing  accessib le  the  
t e x t s  o f  m a te r ia l  s ca t te re d  in m a n u scr ip ts  all ov er  
E u ro p e , is still  be be exploited. (T h e  Spaniards 
th e m s e lv e s ,  says N itt i ,  find it ironic th a t  no such 
p ro je c t  has b ee n  u n d e rta k e n  in any E u ro p ea n  
c o u n try .)  

F o cu s in g  on  a specific co l lection  o f  sou rces ,  
Jo h n  C o n tr e n i 's  The Cathedral School o f Laonfrom  8 5 0  to 
9 3 0 : Its M anuscripts and M asters a t te m p ts  to  r e c o n 
s t r u c t  th e  l ib rary  o f  a sch oo l  th a t  served  as an 
im p o r ta n t  C a ro l in g ia n  cu ltu ra l  ce n te r .  In th is  case 
n o  d escrip tive  d o cu m e n ts ,  l e t te rs  o r  n arra t iv es  
survive;  C o n tr e n i  u n d e r to o k  an "a rch a eo lo g ica l  
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  c u l tu r e "  by ex a m in in g  th e  physical 
re m a in s  o f  th e  school.  T h e  book is based on " n e w ,"  
h i th e r to  n eg lected  s o u r c e s — th e  m o re  th a n  one  
h u n d red  m a n u scr ip ts  o f  th e  L aon  m a s te rs  th at  
re m a in ,  m o st  o f  w h ich  w e re  fo u n d  " ja m m e d  in to  an 
old, b lack  sa fe  in th e  B ib l io th eq u e  o f  L a o n ."

W h ile  m an y  w o rk s  exem p lify  trad itio nal  p a t t 
e rn s  o f  scho larsh ip , c u rre n t  trend s  in h is to r io 
g rap h y  and l i te ra ry  analysis  are  also  rep resen ted . 
R e c e n t  b ooks s h o w  th e  in f lu e n ce  o f  th e  th e o ret ica l  
ap p roach es  o f  sem io tics  and s tru c tu r a l is m  as well 
as th e  application o f  te ch n iq u e s  o f  co m p u te r  an aly 
sis o f  data su ch  as land-holding  record s  and 
d e n d ro c h ro n o lo g y — th e  dating o f  trees.

S c h o la rs  have alw ays b ee n  impelled by the  
q u e s t io n s  o f  th e ir  o w n  t im e, and c o n c e rn s  and 
issu es  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  life also in fo r m  n e w  pu b
lished w o rk . It should  n o t  be su rp ris in g , th e re fo r e ,  
th a t  r e c e n t  b ook s  in m edieval s tudies  display ou r 
i n te r e s t  in all a sp ects  o f  fe m in ism , th e  n a tu re  of 
s ex u a li ty  and th e  e ro t ic  life, soc iety 's  v iew  of 
h o m o s e x u a li ty ,  th e  e f fe c ts  o f  pand em ic  disease  and 
d isa s ter  on th e  fab ric  o f  soc ie ty  and e c u m e n is m  in
re lig ion . 

A g ro u n d -b re a k in g  w o rk  o f  social h is tory ,  
Jo h n  B osw ell 's  C h r is t ia n ity , Social Tolerance, and 
Homosexuality, d e m o n s tra te s  h o w  th e  scholar 's  p e r 
c ep tion  and p ain stak in g  critical analysis  o f  m ateria l  
fo r m e r ly  supp ressed , g lossed  o v er ,  or m is in te r 
p re ted  by p rev iou s  w r ite rs  can re sh ap e  ou r th in k 
ing and com p el  us to  con sid er  n e w  q u e s t io n s  in th e  
h is to ry  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  F ro m  an in te n se  stud y of 
p opular l i te ra tu re ,  Biblical and p atr is t ic  te x t s ,  legal 
codes , and le t te r s ,  B o sw e l l  has  produced a c o m p re 
h e n s iv e  su rv e y  o f  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  h o m o se x u a li ty  
in m ed ieval life.

His ce n tra l  thesis  is th a t  h o m o s e x u a l  behav ior  
w as  to le ra te d  in th e  early  m edieval period, during 
w h ich  t im e  th e  ch u rch  n e v e r  issued s tr ic tu res  
ag a in st  it; th a t  in th e  la t te r  part o f  th e  tw e l f th  
c e n tu r y  h o st i l i ty  to w ard s  h o m o s e x u a ls  appears, as 
it does to w a rd  Je w s ;  and th a t  by th e  fo u r t e e n th  
ce n tu r y ,  h o m o s e x u a ls  w e re  actively  p ersecu ted . 
B e t w e e n  1 1 5 0  and 1 3 5 0  " h o m o s e x u a l  behav ior  
appears to  h a v e  chang ed , in th e  eyes o f  th e  public, 
f ro m  th e  p e rso n a l  p re fe re n c e  o f  a pro sp erou s  
m in o r i ty ,  sa tir ized  and ce lebra ted  in popular verse ,

Left: Pictorial plan o f Old  
Novgorod. Right: A  
woodcut from  the A rs  
M o riend i ,  a 15th-century 
"how-to" book on meeting 
death without priestly 
assistance, shows a plague 
victim being tempted by the 
devil. Center: In a French 
Book of Hours (ca. 1425 )  
St. M atthew copies the 
Scriptures with the help of 
an angel who transmits 
inspiration from the 
Virgin. Bottom: Frankish 
noblewomen.

to  a d a n g ero u s ,  antisocia l,  and sev ere ly  sinful 
a b e r r a t io n ."

W h y  th is  should hav e  happened , says B osw ell,  
has still  to  be explained.

T h e  book , w h ich  w o n  th e  B a n c r o f t  prize for  
h is to ry  in 1 9 8 1 ,  has rece ived  w idespread  critical 
a t te n t io n .  E ven  re v ie w e rs  w h o  q u e s t io n ed  so m e  of 
B osw ell 's  con c lu sion s ,  o r  fo u n d  his application of 
th e  te r m  " g a y "  to  su ch  a broad  sw eep  o f  t im e  s o m e 
w h a t  an a c h ro n is t ic ,  praised his e ru d itio n  and th o 
ro u g h  scholarsh ip  and hailed th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  th e  
p io n e er in g  inquiry .

A n o th e r  w o rk  dealing w ith  th e  a tt i tu d e  o f  
e arly  C h r is t ia n i ty  to w a rd s  h u m a n  sexu ali ty  is Jo h n  
M . B u g g e 's  stud y in th e  h is to ry  o f  ideas, Virginitas: 
A n Essay in the History o f a M edieval Ideal, w h ich  e x a m 
ines th e  m e an in g  o f  v irg in ity  in th e  ascetic  philo
sop hy  of m edieval m o n a st ic ism  and an alyzes  
d i f fe re n t  v iew s o f  th e  p e r fe c t iv e  value o f  th e  v irg i
nal life.

T h e  sub tit le  o f  S u z a n n e  F o n ay  W em ple 's  
Women in Frankish Society: M arriage and the Cloister, 500  
to 900 , un d erl in es  th e  fa c t  th a t  only  tw o  options 
w e re  open to w o m e n  in th a t  era. T h is  m ay  be seen  
as a g re a t  advance: C h r is t ia n i ty  m ark s  a n ew  
d e p a rtu re  in th e  h is to ry  o f  fe m in is m , sh e  n otes .  
W e m p le  c o n te n d s  th a t  w o m e n  w e re  accepted  as 
spiritual equals  and during  th e  F ran k ish  period 
to o k  an im p o r ta n t  role  in c o n v e r t in g  th e ir  h u s 
bands, baptiz ing  child ren , building c h u rc h e s  and 
e stab lish in g  m o n a st ic  fo u n d a t io n s — a ro le  th a t  was 
c ircu m scr ib ed  by th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a m ale- 
d om in a ted  eccles iastica l  h ierarch y .

T h e  m o n a st ic  life th e n  a ssu m ed  a n e w  appeal 
fo r  w o m e n , a v o w  o f  ch a s t i ty  o f te n  being  far  m o re  
a t tr a c t iv e  th a n  th e  e x ig en c ies  o f  m arr ied  life in the  
F ran k ish  k ingdom . S u c h  m o n a s te r ie s  w e r e  c e n te rs  
o f  cu ltu re ,  w h e re ,  to  cite  on e  exam p le ,  w o m e n  
w e re  l ibrarians  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  in h is to ry ,  and 
w e re  g iven  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to e x e rc ise  spiritual 
leadership .

W em p le  believes th a t  in early  F ra n k ish  society  
( th e  M e ro v in g ia n  era) w o m e n 's  e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s  
and social m obility  w e re  sign if ican tly  b e t te r  th a n  in 
e i th e r  th e  R o m a n  E m pire  or G e rm a n ic  society . S h e  
conc lu des th a t  w o m e n  o f  th e  upper class did have 
s o m e  f r e e d o m — not only  in re lig ious life, but also 
to  e stab lish  th e ir  o w n  sex u a l  l ia isons— an ind e
p en d en ce  p ro gress iv e ly  limited la ter  in F ran k ish  
h is tory .

T h e  rise  o f  th e  C a ro l in g ia n  d y n asty  in the  
m id -e ig h th  c e n tu r y  m e a n t  a n ew  era in th e  h is to ry  
o f  m arr ia g e ,  W em p le  says. R esp on d in g  to  C h r is 
t ian  in f lu e n ce ,  th e  C a ro lin g ian s  propound ed  the 
ideal o f  m o n o g a m y  and insisted  on m a tr im o n y  as 
b in d in g— a co n c ep t  th a t  in tu rn  b ro u g h t  ab o u t  a 
"so c ia l  re v o lu t io n "  in W e s t e r n  society .

T w e l f th - c e n t u r y  Spain  w as th e  b irthplace  of 
th e  to w e r in g  f ig u re  o f  m edieval Ju d aism , Rabbi 
M o se s  B en  M a im o n  (M aim o nid es) ,  k n o w n  as the  
R a m b a m  in H e b re w  l ite ra ry  trad itio n  and revered  
as p erh ap s  th e  g r e a te s t  te a c h e r  in Je w ish  h istory .



Isadore  T w e r s k y 's  Introduction to the Code o f M aim on- 
ides: M ishneh Torah  is a study o f  M a im o n id es '  
f o u r te e n -v o lu m e  code o f  Je w ish  law, a lan d m ark  in 
rabbin ical  l i te ra tu re .  T h e  code is prim arily  a legal 
w o rk , but T w e r s k y  also consid ers  it as an ou tl in e  of 
M a im o n id e s '  philosophical principles.

T h e  Islam ic w orld  th a t  lay ju s t  beyon d  the  
b o rd er  o f  L atin  C h r is te n d o m  is an in teg ra l  p art  of 
m edieval studies. A rabic  sou rces ,  d em ography , 
e co n o m ics ,  th e o lo g y  and medical h is to ry  are  used 
by M ichae l  D ols in The Black Death in the M iddle East, a 
co m p ara t iv e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  W e s te r n  and Islamic 
re sp o n se  to  th e  plague, w h ich  w as not o f  cou rse  
confined  to  W e s t e r n  E u rope in th e  fo u r t e e n th  c e n 
tu ry , b ut w a s  also a c a ta s tro p h ic  p h e n o m e n o n  in 
m edieval Islam. D ols , w h o  rem ind s us o f  B loch 's  
dictum : " I t  is ve ry  naive to  claim to  u n d e rs tan d  m en  
w ith o u t  k n o w in g  w h a t  sort  o f  h e a lth  they  
e n jo y e d ,"  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th e  d ram atic  d es tru c t io n  of 
population  caused  by th e  plague epidemic led to  the  
" im p o v e r is h m e n t  o f  M o sle m  so c ie ty ."

A Je su it  scho lar ,  G e o rg e  A. M a lo n e y ,  in The 
M ystic of Fire and Light: St. Symeon the New Theologian, 
g ives us a stud y o f  th e  e le v e n th -c e n tu r y  B y z a n t in e  
m y stic  w h o s e  w rit in g s  have b ee n  u n til  recen tly  
l itt le  k n o w n  in th e  W e st .  S y m e o n 's  ca re e r  is a 
re m in d e r  th a t  th e  re fo r m  m o v e m e n t  th a t  helped 
t r a n s f o r m  W e s te r n  m o n ast ic ism  in th e  e le v e n th  
c e n tu r y  had a parallel in th e  East. S y m e o n  w as a 
zealo t  w h o  batt led  w h a t  he saw  as " foss il ized  seg 
m e n ts  o f  th e  in s t itu t io n a l  ch u rch  fo r  a r e tu r n  to 
ra d ica l  G o s p e l  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  T h e  m o n a s t ic  
r e fo r m s  S y m e o n  so u g h t  dem anded radical e v a n 
gelica lism , a s tr ic t  o b s e rv a n ce  o f  th e  ascetic  life, 
and a r e tu r n  to  s im plicity  in th e  face  o f  th e  fo rm a l 
ism  and lu x u ry  ch a ra c ter iz in g  m o n a s te r ie s  th a t  
had b eco m e,  in East as well as W e st ,  part o f  the  
in s t i tu t io n a l  f r a m e w o r k  o f  society.

A stud y ra n g in g  e v en  f u r th e r  beyon d  th e  
b ord ers  o f  L atin  C h r is te n d o m , H e n rik  B irn b a u m 's  
Lord Novgorod the Great: Essays in the History and Culture 
of a M edieval City-State, is an exam p le  of a rem a rk a b le  
d egree  o f  in te rn a t io n a l  co o p e ra t io n  am o n g  sch ol
ars. B ir n b a u m , fro m  U C L A , has w o rk ed  w ith  and 
d raw n  upon th e  re s ea rch  of S ov ie t ,  E ast  E uropean  
and Scan d in av ian  scholars  in his co m p re h en siv e  
s tu d y  o f  th e  trad ing  c e n te r  th a t  w as R uss ia 's  " f i r s t

t ru e  w in d o w  to  th e  W e s t . "
N o v g o ro d — th e  n a m e  m e a n s  N ew  T o w n — 

w a s  fo u n d ed  early  in th e  Middle A ges  at th e  c ro s s 
road o f  th e  m a jo r  w a te rw a y s  c o n n e c t in g  th e  seas of 
n o r t h e r n  and s o u th e r n  E urope. F or  a half  mille- 
n iu m  o f  record ed  h is to r y — th e  9 7 0 s  to  th e  1 4 7 0 s — 
th e  c ity  w as  an a u to n o m o u s  political en ti ty ,  a city 
repu blic  w h o s e  pride gave it th e  title  o f  Gospodin 
Velikiy Novgorod, Lord  N o v g o ro d  th e  G r e a t .  It w as 
f inally  a n n e x e d  by  th e  M u sc o v ite  s ta te  u n d er  
G ra n d  P r in ce  Ivan III in th e  f i f t e e n th  ce n tu ry .

As a ch ie f  d is tr ib u tion  and tra n ss h ip m e n t  
po in t  in th e  in te rn a t io n a l  n e tw o r k  o f  trad e  ro u te s  
ru n n in g  f r o m  Scand in avia  to  B y z a n t iu m  and 
beyon d , to  th e  C a l ip h ate  o f  B aghd ad, N ov g oro d  
b ecam e  on e  o f  th e  m o st  d en sely  se tt led  cities in 
m edieval E u ro p e  as w ell  as an im p o r ta n t  m a n u fa c 
tu r in g  to w n  n o ted  fo r  its c ra fts .

B irn b a u m 's  u r b a n  h is to ry  is an a t te m p t  to deal 
w ith  th e  life o f  a w h ole  co m m u n ity .  In addition to 
th e  w r i t t e n  p r im ary  sou rce s  of chro n ic les  and 
annals ,  he  draw s up on a rt i fa c ts  and archaeological  
ev idence  and th e  w o rk  o f  p re h is to r ian s  w h o  use 
d en d ro ch ro n o lo g ica l  and s tra tig rap h ic  analysis. 
T h is  b ook  o f  essays  on  th e  legend o f  N ov g oro d , its 
political a u to n o m y ,  d em o g ra p h y  and topography, 
social s t ru c tu r e ,  in s t i tu t io n s  and ideologies, is the  
f irs t  o f  several  p lanned vo lu m es. B irn b a u m 's  
fu tu r e  s tudies  of th e  life o f  the  city  will include 
lang u ag e , l i te ra tu re  and oral trad ition  as w ell as art 
and relig ion, th u s  m aking  com plete  th e  evocat ion  
o f  a l i t t l e - k n o w n  b u t  i m p o r t a n t  m e d ie v a l  
co m m u n ity .

In th e  tw e l f th  ce n tu ry ,  th e  w a r r io r  h e ro  found  
in th e  Chanson de Roland and the  Icelandic sagas gives 
w ay  to  th e  knight. T h e  he ro  of  th e  cou rtly  ro m a n ce  
is a chivalric  f ig ure  and th e  th e m e  o f  loyalty  am o ng  
w a rr io rs  is supplanted by th e  new , peculiarly W e s t 
e rn  e th o s  o f  ro m a n tic  love. D onald  M ad d ox 's  Struc
ture and Sacring: The Systematic Kingdom in Chretien's Erec 
et Enide, tak es  a cross-d iscip linary  conceptual 
approach  to  th e  earliest  k n o w n  ro m a n ce  o f  C h r e 
t ien  de T ro y e s ,  th e  m o st  im p o r ta n t  p ra c t it io n e r  o f  
the  g en re .

M ad d ox 's  analysis  o f  th e  po em  draw s on 
re c e n t  th e o r ie s  in s tru c tu r a l is t  poetics ,  l inguistics ,  
sem io tics ,  and s tru c tu r a l  a n th ro p o lo g y ,  p art icu 
larly  th e  w o rk  o f  L e v i-S tra u s s  and B a r th e s .  T h e  
te c h n iq u e s  o f  th e  a n th ro p o lo g is t ,  according  to  
M ad d ox , help th e  l i te ra ry  sch o la r  p e n e tra te  th e  
"c lo se d  cu ltu ra l  tra n sa c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  cou rt ly  
a u th o r  and his pu blic ."

D iv e r g e n t  ap p roaches  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  early  
C h r is t ia n i ty  are  fo u n d  in th r e e  books. In Kingdom  
and Community: the Social W orld of Early Christianity, 
Jo h n  G . G a g e r  re e x a m in e s  his s u b je c t  th e  w ay  an 
a n th r o p o lo g is t  w ould stud y th e  re lig ious pract ices  
o f  an A fr ica n  or M e la n es ia n  tr ibe ,  em p hasiz ing  th e  
re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  relig ion  and social s ta tu s .  
G a g e r 's  approach  is th e o re t ic a l  in th a t  he c o n 
s tru c ts  e x p la n a to ry  m odels  derived f ro m  th e  social 
sc iences ,  and c o m p a ra tiv e  in th a t  th e  models  are  
based  on  n o n -C h r is t ia n  re lig ious m o v e m e n ts .  
W r i t te n  fo r  s tu d e n ts  at th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  and 
g ra d u a te  level, th e  book  is an a tte m p t  to  open " n e w  
p e rsp ect iv es  in a deeply trad itional field o f  s tu d y ."

A col lection  o f  in te rp re t iv e  essays ,  Christianity 
in European History, by W illiam  A. C le b sch ,  a t te m p ts  
to  be t ru ly  ecu m en ica l  in " t ra c in g  th e  in te rra c t io n  
o f  re lig ion  and cu ltu re  in E urope  since  the  rise of 
C h r is t ia n i ty . "  H e re  c h u rch  h is to ry  is seen  as insep
arab le  f ro m  c u ltu ra l  h is to ry ;  C le b sch  seeks  to  sh o w  
th e  "w id e  ran g e  o f  C h r is t ia n  e x p e r ien c es  and styles  
o f  l i fe ,"  f ro m  m o n k s  and m a rty rs  in th e  R o m a n  
E m p ire ,  to  m y stics  and th e o lo g ian s  in th e  Holy 
R o m a n  E m pire ,  th r o u g h  th e  n in e te e n th  ce n tu r y  
and to 1 9 4 5 .

S o u rc e s  fo r  th e  life o f  th e  fo u r t h -c e n tu r y  
p agan c o n v e r t  S t .  P ach o m iu s ,  one  o f  th e  g re a t  early  
m o n a st ic  f ig u res  and fo u n d e r  o f  c e n o b it i s m — the 
c o m m u n a l  fo rm  o f  m o n a st ic  life th a t  so profou nd ly  
shaped W e s t e r n  c u ltu r e — are  new ly  tran sla te d  by

A r m a n d  V eil leu x  in Pachomian Koinonia, Volume One: 
the Life of Saint Pachomius and his Disciples.

Like m a n y  early  C h r is t ia n  sa in ts ,  P ach o m iu s  
w as  an a n c h o r ite ,  b ut ca m e  to  re co g n iz e  a need  for 
a fo rm  o f  m o n a s t ic is m  th a t  w ould  c o u n te r  w h a t  he 
p erce iv ed  as th e  h azard s  o f  th e  so litary  life. He 
w e n t  on  to  e s ta b l ish  n ine  m o n a s te r ie s  fo r  m e n  and 
tw o  fo r  w o m e n  in Egypt. A L atin  tra n sla t io n  of  the  
P a ch o m ia n  ru le  by S t .  Je r o m e  tra n s m it te d  his prac
tice  to  th e  W e s t  w h e r e  it had  so m e  in f lu e n ce  on the  
B en ed ic t in e  ru le — th e  prevail ing  fo r m  o f  c o m m u 
nal m o n a st ic  life in th e  M iddle A ges.  V eilleux 's  
t ra n s la t io n  is based  on  G r e e k  te x t s  as w ell  as s o u r 
ces in tw o  C o p tic  dialects ,  B o h a ir ic  and Sahidic.

V eil le u x ,  w h o  is h im s e l f  a m o n k  and a s tu d e n t  
o f  dead lang u ages ,  exem p lif ies  a living trad it ion  
th a t  goes  back fo u r  ce n tu r ie s  to  th e  m o nastic  
scholars  w h o  f irst  edited and published critical edi
tions o f  th e  lives o f  m edieval sain ts ,  and thu s  gave 
us th e  earliest  re s o u rce s  fo r  m edieval studies.

— B a rb a r a  D e lm a n  W o lfs o n  
Ms. Wolfson is a historian and a regular contributor to 
H u m an it ie s

Ed. note: Space does not permit discussion of all NEH- 
supported books about the M iddle Ages. The following biblio
graphy supplements the titles in the previous pages.
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Right: Moses Ben M aim on  
(M aimonides),
1 1 3 5 -1 2 0 4 , the venerated 
Hebrew scholar, codified the 
T a lm u d  in the 14-volume 
M is h n e h  T o r a h .  Above 
left: This leaf from  an 
English psalter (ca. 1 3 0 0 )  
shows how one ingenious 
scribe avoided relettering a 
whole page when he 
discovered an omitted verse 
from  the psalm he was 
copying.
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PRO PAGA N D A, ME D IEV A L STYLE
eg ions o f  t ra v e le rs  hav e  
a d m ire d  th e  a n c i e n t  
b ro n z e  h o r se s  atop the  
facade o f  S t .  M a rk 's  B a -  
ica in V en ice ,  b ut fe w  
t o u r i s t s  r e a l iz e  t h a t  
th e y  sy m b olize  o n e  of 
th e  g re a t  perfid ies o f  
th e  M iddle A g e s — the 
sack  o f  Christian  C o n 
stantinople by crusaders 
in 1 2 0 4 .

T h e  h o rse s ,  to g e th e r  
w ith  o t h e r  precious o b 
je c ts  in th e  Basilica, 
w e re  p art  o f  a horde  
o f  t r e a s u r e s  c o l le c t 

ed by th e  pillagers and d istr ibuted  th r o u g h o u t  
Europe. A m o n g  th o se  w h o  g a th e re d  th e  spoils of 
th e  fa llen  city  w as A b b o t  M a r t in  o f  th e  C is te rc ia n  
a bbey  o f  Pairis, in Alsatia , w h o  b ro u g h t  back a 
n u m b e r  o f  sacred  relics. A fe w  y ears  la te r  G u n th e r ,  
a m o n k  at th e  abbey, w r o te  an accou n t  o f  A b bo t 
M a r t in 's  in v o lv e m e n t  in th e  crusade, th e  Historia 
Constantinopolitana (HC), k n o w n  principally to spe
cialists in m edieval h istory .

A tra n sla t io n  o f  th e  w o rk  in to  E nglish  has 
re ce n tly  b een  com pleted  by A lfred  J. A n drea ,  a sso 
ciate  p ro fe ss o r  o f  h is to ry  at th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  V e r 
m o n t ,  partia lly  fu nd ed  by an E n d o w m e n t  g ran t .

G u n th e r ,  w h o  lived in th e  period 1 1 5 0  to  1 2 1 0 ,  
b ecam e a m o n k  late  in life, around  1 2 0 3 ,  fo llow ing 
a ca re e r  as c o u r t ie r  and tu to r  at the  co u rt  o f  F re d e r 
ick I, m a s te r  o f  studies at a R h e n is h  cathed ral  
school,  poet,  h is to r ia n , and theologian .

"H is  life and w o rk s  i l lu stra te  m an y  im p o r ta n t  
aspects  o f  th e  a c h iev em en ts ,  co n c e rn s ,  and values 
o f  his so c ie ty ,"  A n d rea  says.

G u n th e r 's  earlier  w o rk s ,  fo r  exam p le ,  sh ow  
his k n o w le d g e  o f  Virgil, H orace ,  Ovid, S ta t iu s ,  
L u can , and L u cre t iu s .  In th e  c losing lines o f  one 
w o rk  h e  b oasted  th a t  s in gle-hand edly  he had a w a 
k en ed  th e  l i te rary  ar t  o f  th e  ancients ,  w h ich  had 
s lu m b ere d  in th e  dark fo r  ce n tu r ie s ,  reviving the 
brilliance  of the  past th r o u g h  his poetry .

A n d rea  believes th a t  G u n t h e r  w r o te  th e  Histo
ria Constantinopolitana b ecau se  A b b o t  M a r t in  c o m 
m issioned  a tale  to  a u th e n t ica te  and cata log th e  
relics w h ich  he  had s to le n  f ro m  th e  ch u rch  of 
C h r is t  P a n to k ra to r ,  and to  place th e  ab bot 's  m an y  
q u e s t io n a b le  actions in th e  m o st  fav orab le  light.

T h e  F o u r th  C ru sad e ,  1 2 0 2 - 1 2 0 4 ,  was th e  h igh  
point o f  th e  C is te rc ia n s '  in v o lv e m e n t in arm ed  pil
g r im a g e s  to  th e  N e a r  East. P rep ara t ion s  beg an  in 
1 1 9 8  w ith  p reach in g  and m o n ey  raising. A t len g th  
th e  c ru sad e rs  w e re  assem bled  in V en ice .  B u t  in 
ord er  to o b ta in  th e  V e n e t ia n s '  essentia l  supp ort  the  
cru sad e rs  w e re  forced  to  a tta ck  and r e tu rn  to 
V e n e t ia n  co n tro l  th e  port  o f  Z ara ,  a C h r is t ia n  city 
on th e  D a lm a tia n  coast  in th e  dom ain  of th e  king of 
H u n g a ry  and in c o m m u n io n  w ith  R o m e . T h e  c ru 
saders  to ok  th e  city, despite  th e ir  m isgiv ings and 
o v er  th e  ob jec t ion s  o f  Pope In n o c e n t  III. T h e  wily, 
o c to g e n a r ia n  doge of V en ice ,  E nrico  D and olo , th e n  
w o rk ed  to d ivert th e  cru sad ers  to  a n o th e r  g oal— 
th e  tak ing  o f  C o n sta n t in o p le .

T h e  doge had been  blinded th ir ty  years  p re 
viously  w hile  a captive  o f  th e  B y z a n t in e s  and no 
d ou bt a desire  fo r  re v e n g e  w as coupled w ith  an 
a m b it io n  to e n h a n c e  V en ic e 's  eco n o m ic  position in 
th e  e a s te rn  M e d ite r r a n e a n .  U sing  the  p re te x t  of 
re s to r in g  a deposed ru ler  to  his th r o n e ,  th e  cru sad 

ers  advanced  on  C o n s ta n t in o p le .  In a com plicated 
ser ies  o f  e v e n ts ,  th e y  installed  th e ir  c la im an t on the 
E m p e ro r 's  th r o n e ,  on ly  to hav e  him re jected  by the  
G r e e k  populace. In April, 1 2 0 4 ,  the  cru sad ers  
s to r m e d  th e  city, to o k  it, and em b ark ed  on an orgy  
o f  pillage and d es tru ct io n .

M u c h  o f  C h r is te n d o m  w as shocked, and a 
n u m b e r  o f  part ic ipants  in th e  incid ent soo n  felt 
obliged to  w r ite  apologetic  acco u n ts  o f  th e  action.

T h e  a c co u n ts  m o st  widely k n o w n  to  h is tor ia n s  
hav e  b een  th o se  o f  tw o  F re n ch  c ru sad ers  w h o  w e re  
pr im arily  in te re s te d  in ju s t ify in g  th e  arm y 's  c o n 
q u e s t  o f  the  city.

" G u n t h e r ,  m o re  com p le te ly  th an  a n y o n e  else, 
set  th e s e  e v e n ts  in to  th e  c ler ica l-theological  p er
spectiv e  and ju stif ied  th e m  a ccordingly ,"  A ndrea  
s ta te s .  U sing  A b b o t  M a r t in 's  reco l lection s ,  but 
fee ling  f re e  to fa sh io n  this  m ateria l  to  serv e  his 
ow n  a rt is t ic  and theological  pu rposes ,  th e  m onk 
produced  a "p r o s im e tr ic a l "  w o rk  o f  h is to ry ,  laced 
w ith  w ry  h u m o r ,  co n ta in in g  t w e n t y - fo u r  ch a p ters  
o f  p rose ,  each  fo llow ed  by a tw e n ty - l in e  poem.

In an essay  in Analecta Cisterciana, A n drea  de
scribes  th e  H C  as the  Latin  W e st 's  "m o s t  sop h is t i 
cated  l i te rary  and theological  d e fen se  o f  the  
trag ed y  o f  1 2 0 4 .  He believes th a t  on e  o f  the  re a 
son s  it has n o t  b een  tra n sla ted  previously  is the 
d if f icu lty  o f  " w r e n c h in g "  th e  m edieval Latin  po etry  
in to  a fo re ig n  to n g u e .

" A  single theological  th e m e  ru ns th r o u g h o u t  
th e  HC and unifies  its ap p arently  d isparate  e le
m e n ts :  a l th o u g h  the e v e n ts  o f  th e  F o u rth  C ru sa d e  
shocked  m an y , all w e re  th e  h a n d iw o rk  o f  D ivine 
P ro v id e n c e ,"  A n d rea  sta tes .

G u n t h e r  a t te m p te d  to  m irro r  th e  very  o rd e r  o f  
P rov id en tia l  h is to ry  in th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f  the  HC. He 
care fu lly  balanced  th e  th e m e s  and action  o f  the  
p ro se  ch a p ters  in pairs, w ith  ch ap ters  12  and 24 
c e n tra l  to  th e  w ork .

G u n t h e r  re la tes  h o w  M a rt in  w as com m and ed  
by th e  pope to  "p re a c h  th e  c r o s s "  and to  jo in  in the  
C ru sa d e ,  h o w  h e  w as placed in co m m a n d  o f  the  
G e r m a n s  in th e  arm y , and h o w  he engaged  in 
n u m e ro u s  laudable activities .  W ith  th e  fall o f  C o n 
stan tin o p le ,  he tells h ow  M a r t in  " n o t  w ish ing  to 
re m a in  em p ty -h a n d ed  w hile  e v e ry o n e  else got 
r ich . . .reso lv ed  to  use  his o w n  c o n se c ra te d  hands 
for  pillage. B u t ,  s ince  he th o u g h t  it u n se e m ly  to 
appropria te  secu lar  spoils w ith  th o se  hand s , he 
b eg an  to  plan h o w  he  m ig h t  scrape to g e th e r  for

h im s e lf  so m e  p o rtio n  o f  th o se  relics o f  th e  sain ts ,  of 
w h ich  he k n e w  th e re  w as a g re a t  a b u nd ance  h e re ."  
T h e  a cco u n t  goes  on  to  say th a t  he  p lunders the  
c h u rch  o f  th e  P a n to k r a to r  and, a f te r  being m ira cu 
lously  saved fro m  p irates  and ro b b ers ,  re tu rn s  to 
deposit  th e  relics on th e  high altar o f  the  abbey 
ch u rch .

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  w o rk ,  G u n t h e r  sh ow s a T e u 
ton ic  a nd /or  Latin  C h r is t ia n  pre judice  ag a inst  the  
" s c h is m a t ic "  G re e k s ,  w h o m  he c h ara c ter iz e s  as a 
mad and p ro fan e  race , a l th o u g h  not losing s ight of 
th e  fact  th a t  th e y  are  fe llow  C h r is t ia n s .  T h e  
G r e e k s  and th e ir  vices are  used as foils to  Latin 
v irtu e.

G u n t h e r  w rite s  th a t  " i t  w as G od 's  desire  and 
plan th a t  th is  land pass in to  th e  hands o f  th e  c r u 
sad ers ,  and th a t  th e  W e s t e r n  ch u rch  re jo ice  fo re v e r  
in th e  relics to  w h ich  th e  G re e k s  proved t h e m 
selves  u n w o r th y . . . . "

A l th o u g h  th e  a tta ck  on C o n s ta n t in o p le  
w id ened  th e  sch ism  b e tw e e n  th e  Latin  and G re e k  
ch u rc h  and w as  e v en  at th e  t im e  perceived  as ca ta s 
tro p hic  fo r  C h r is t ia n i ty  in g en era l ,  G u n th e r 's  
a c co u n t  m a n a g e s  to  p re s e n t  th e  d isaster  as the 
in it ia t ion  o f  a g re a t  n e w  stag e  o f  h u m a n  h istory .

" M y  o w n  studies  o f  medieval h is tory  w rit ing  
lead m e to  conc lu de th a t  this  is a w o rk  w h ich  does 
n o t  d eserv e  its p re s e n t  o b s c u r i ty ,"  A n drea  says. 
"A b o v e  all e lse , it is a w o rk  w h ich  bring s  to life a 
very  h u m a n  and in te re s t in g  p erson  and provides 
[readers] w ith  a fasc in a tin g  glim pse o f  h o w  one  
e a r l y - t h i r t e e t h - c e n t u r y  m a n  p e r c e i v e d  and 
a t te m p te d  to  c o n fo r m  to th e  ideals o f  his soc ie ty ."

Andrea 's  translation  and co m m e n tary  will soon 
be published by C is te rc ia n  P ublica tions,  th e  C i s t e r 
cian In s t i tu te ,  W e s te r n  M ich ig an  U n iv ers ity  at 
K a lam az o o . — W il l ia m  O .  C r a ig
M r. Craig is a member of the Endowment staff.

"A Translation and Critical Study of the Historia Constantin
opolitana, by Gunther of Pairis"/Alfred /. Andrea/U. of 
Vermont, Burlington/St 8 ,000 /1980 -8  J /Translations



RECENT NEH GRANT AWARDS
Some of the items in this list are offers,

Archaeology & 
Anthropology

A m erican  Sch ools of O rien ta l R esearch ,
C am brid g e ,  M A ; S u z a n n e  Richard ; $ 1 8 , 0 1 0  
FM . T o  e x cav ate  K h irb e t  Iskander,  Jordan,  a 
site  rich in Early B r o n z e  Age ( 3 3 0 0 - 2 0 0 0  B.C.) 
r e m ain s  exp ected  to  help explain  a cultural  
sh i f t  from  a highly urbanized to  a sem i- 
sed en tary  subs is tence .  R O  
B ran deis U ., W alth am , M A: Ian A. Todd: 
$ 4 4 , 3 5 1  FM .  T o  excav ate  th e  Late B ro n ze  Age 
(1 3 th  c e n tu r y  B .C .)  s i te  o f  K a lav asos-A yios  
D him itr ios  in th e  Vasilikos valley,  so u th e rn  
C yp ru s .  RO
B row n  U ., Providence,  RI: R o b e r t  R. Holloway: 
$ 1 1 , 9 5 6  FM . T o e x c a v a t e  La M uculfa ,  Sicily,  an 
Early B r o n z e -A g e  h abita tion  si te  o f  th e  C aste l -  
luccian cu l tu re  (3 rd-2n d m illenium B.C.)  
u ndam aged by m odern  agr icu lture  or c landes
tine excav ation .  R O
B ry n  M aw r C olleg e , PA: Richard S. Ellis: 
$ 9 0 , 0 0 0 F M .  T o  excav ate  Grit i lle ,  T u rk e y ,  a 
si te  w ith  unusual  Early B ro n ze  and Early N e o 
lithic aceram ic  (pre-pot tery)  levels w hich 
dist inguish  it from  th e  o th e r  s ites in th e 
E u p h ra te s  salvage operation.
L au ren ce  M . C a ru cci, Indian Hills, C O :  
$ 1 9 , 9 7 6 .  T o  study cultural  ch an ge  in th e  M a r 
shall Islands by focusin g  on  th e  recently  repat
riated E n ew eta k  c om m u nity .  RO  
C U N Y  C ity  C olleg e , N Y C ;  Ju n e  C .  Nash : 
$ 4 6 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct an anthropologica l/h is
torical study o f  social and econ om ic  chan ges  
w hich have  accom panied th e  re s tru c tu r in g  o f  
th e  e lec tronics  ind ustry  in n o r th w e s te r n  M a s 
sac hu set ts .  RO
C o rn ell U ., I thaca,  N Y ;  P e te r  II K u niholm : 
$ 7 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  c rea te  an abso lute  dating sys
te m  for classical  and preclassical  si tes in G reec e  
and T u r k e y  by analyzing ancien t  tree  rings. RO 
C o rn ell U ., Ithaca NY;  Jo h n  E. C olem an :  
$ 5 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  e x c av ate  a site at A lam oer in 
C y p ru s  to  c o n tr ib u te  useful  in fo rm atio n  about 
Middle B r o n z e  A ge dom estic  a rc h i tec tu re  and 
planning.  RO
H arvard  U ., Cam brid g e ,  M A : Elizabeth C o ri -  
Jones :  $ 3 2 , 2 0 6 .  T o  capitalize  on ex is t ing  e x c a 
vation  and archaeological pro jects  to  introduce 
into  th e  C am b rid g e  e lem en ta ry  schools a 
co u rse  in local m ater ial  culture.  ES 
H arvard  U ., C am brid g e ,  M A; G o r d o n  E. Wil
ley: $ 1 3 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  co n t inu e  d o cu m e n ta t io n  o f  
M aya sc ulpture  and o th e r  a r t i fac ts  carry ing 
hieroglyphic  te x ts  and preparat ion  o f  te x t  and 
i l lu strat ion s for  publication in th e  C o rp u s  o f  
M aya Hieroglyphic  Inscrip tions,  providing 
p rim ary data fo r  s tudies o f  classic M aya cul
tu re.  RO
M a ry  E. H egge, S t o u g h to n ,  WI: $ 1 ,1 5 1 .  T o  
produce a slide/tape p re sen ta t io n  on  th e  c o n 
tr ibu tion s  o f  Per  Ly sne  and his fol lowers  to  th e 
revival in Am erica  o f  th e  N orw egian  folk a r t  of 
rosemail ing.  A Y
H isto ric  S ain t A u g u stin e  P reserv atio n  Board,
FL; K a th le e n  D eagan :  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0 .  T o  prepare for 
publication an acco u n t  o f  nine years  of 
archaeological  excav ation  in Florida (mainland 
and sh ipw reck s) ,  V en ezu e la ,  Haiti, and th e 
D om in ican  Republic .  RS
Indiana U ., B lo o m in g to n ;  W olf  W. Rudolph: 
$ 2 0 , 8 0 0  FM. T o  cond uct  research  and w r i te  a 
fo u r -v o lu m e  m an u scr ip t  on th e  archaeological 
excav ations  at  Halieis, G re e c e ,  w hich  dates 
from  th e  s ix th  c e n tu r y  B .C .  and is the oldest 
tow n  built on  an o rth ag o n al  c lan  k n o w n  on th e 
G r e e k  mainland. RO
In stitu te  for Stud y of H u m an  Issues, Phila
d e l p h i a ,  P A ;  B e t t y  C r a p i v i n s k y j u t k o -  
w it z :$ 3 ,7 5 0 .  T o  publish W hy They Did Not Starve: 
Biocultural Adaptation in a South Indian Village, by 
M o rg an  D ouglass  Machlachland. RP 
In stitu te  for th e S tud y of H um an Issu es, Phila
delphia,  PA; H arvey E. G oldberg :  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  
$ 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  re c o n s tr u c t  ethnographical ly  
Jew ish  life in N o rth  A fr ica— M oro cc o ,  Algeria,  
T u n is ia ,  and Libya— w h ere  som e 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  Jew s 
lived only 35  years  ago but fe w  rem ain  now. 
RO

not final awards.
N Y U ; D onald P. H ansen :  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  c o n 
duct a s ix th  season  o f  excav ation  o f  a sy ste 
matic  su r face  su rv e y  at  al-Hiba in Iraq, n ow  
k n o w n  to  be th e  m a jo r  S u m e r ia n  c i ty -s ta te  o f  
Lagash.  RO
R ice U ., H o u sto n ,  T X ;  S te p h e n  A. T y ler :  
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra ns la te  and w r i te  ex ten s iv e  c o m 
m e n ta r y  on  th e  en t ir e  corpus o f  te x t  from  
India's K o y a  tr ibal cu l tu re ,  w orks im p o rta n t  to 
Dravidian  linguistics  and Indian e thn ograp hic  
studies.  RL
U . of C h icag o , IL; A ttipat K. R am anu jan :  
$ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  com p le te  a t rans la t ion  and study 
o f  s o m e  4 0 0  fo lktales  from  th e  village o f  K an-  
nada in S o u t h  India. RL
U . of C h icag o , IL; B r u c e  B. Williams: $ 4 5 ,0 0 0 .  
T o  publish in te r p re ta t io n  o f  archaeological 
m ater ial  excav ated  under a U N E S C O  salvage 
pro jec t  and re p rese n t in g  a critical  period in 
Nubian h is tory ,  th e R o m a n  and early  C h ris t ian  
eras  (A .D . 3 5 0 - 5 5 0 ).R O
U . of F lorid a, Gainesvil le ;  B arbara  A. Purdy:  
$ 6 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  re co v er  per ishable  m ater ia ls  from  
w ater log ged  deposits  o f  p rehis toric  cu ltu res  at  
H o u to o n  Island in Florida. RS 
U . of K en tu ck y , L e x in g to n ;  K e n n e t h  H. 
C h e rr y :  $ 2 , 0 9 2 .  T o  publish Homer Ledford and 
Traditional Folk M usic in American Culture. RP 
U . of M ain e, O r o n o ;  Alaric Faulkner:  $ 8 5 ,0 0 0 .  
T o  e x cav ate  F o r t  P e n ta g o e t  in M aine ,  a se t t le 
m en t  p re serv ing  ear ly  F ren ch  colonial (Aca
dian) h is tory  in A m erica .  RS 
U. of M ich igan , A n n A rbor ;  Jo h n  W. Eadie: 
$ 2 2 , 8 7 1  FM . T o  exp lore  a N abataean-Is lam ic  
si te  in th e  H u m a y m a  region  o f  so u th ern  J o r 
dan,  an area cont in u ou sly  occupied from  
arou nd 93  B .C .  until  the  early  Islamic period 
and o f fe r in g  in fo rm a t io n  ab ou t  R o m a n  Arabia 
ov e r  seven  c en tu r ies .  RO 
U. o f M in n eso ta , St .  Paul;  William D. Coulson :  
$ 2 9 , 9 6 5  FM . T o  s u p p ort  th e N auk rat is  P ro je ct  
in Egypt to  add to  th e  corpu s o f  P to lem aic  and 
R o m a n  p otters .  RO
U . of N ew  M exico , A lbuquerque ;  Jo h n  M. 
Fritz:  $ 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct  a rchaeological anal
ysis o f  th e  R oyal  C e n t e r  o f  V i jayanagara ,  th e 
1 4 t h - 1 6 t h - c e n t u r y  Hindu imperial capital 
(S ta te  o f  K ar n a ta k a ,  India). RO 
U . of S o u th  C a ro lin a , C olum bia ;  R o b e r t  L. S t e 
ph enson:  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  excav ate  th e  S a n ta  Elena 
s ite  o f  S o u th  C arol in a  which  should i l luminate 
th e  Span ish  colonial  period o f  1 5 6 6 - 1 5 8 7 .  RS 
U . of T e x a s , A u stin ;  Joseph  C . C a r te r :  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  
F M . T o  cond uct  th e  excav ation  and analysis o f  
a n c ie n t  G r e e k  f a r m in g  c o m m u n i t i e s  in 
so u t h e r n  Italy. RO
U. of T e x a s , A u stin ;  Natalie  B. G a r n e r /S a n d 
ers:  $ 3 , 7 9 9 .  T o  cond uct  excav ation  and an aly
sis o f  an im p o rta n t  port ion  o f  a recently  
un e a r th e d  N ative A m er ican  cerem on ia l  s i te — 
th e  G r e a t  Kiva at  th e W .S .  Ran ch .  T h e  w ork is 
exp ected  to  shed light on th e social s t ru c tu re  o f  
an a n c ien t  c o m m u n ity  w h ich  experienced 
unusual  cyclical  upheaval.  A Y  
V erm o n t H isto rica l S o ciety , M ontpelier ;  Jan e  
C . Beck :  $ 3 4 , 2 2 5 .  T o  im p lem en t a traveling 
exh ib i t  o f  fo lk art , focusing on th e  re la t io n 
ships o f  the o b je c ts  w ith  traditional learning 
and th e  h is tory ,  c u l tu re  and social dynam ics o f  
th e  c o m m u n ity .  PM
W alters  A rt G allery , Balt im ore ,  M D ;  Diana M. 
B u itro n :  $ 1 0 , 1 6 0  FM . T o  c o n t in u e  excav ation  
in th e  A rch a ic  P rec in ct  o f  th e S a n c tu a r y  o f  
Apollo Hylates  a t  K ou rion ,  C yp rus .  RO

A rts— History  
& Criticism

Pau lin e  A lbenda, B rooklyn ,  NY: $ 4 0 , 6 8 0 .  T o  
study th e  m o n u m e n ta l  wall re liefs  o f  th e  A ssy 
rian  king S arg o n  II (7 2 1 - 7 0 5  B .C .) ,  f rom  his 
palace a t  K h orsabad  (in m odern  Iraq). T h e  
study will rely  primarily  on th e  unpublished 
and lo n g -lo s t  draw in gs made w h en  th e  sculp
tu res  w e re  discovered in 1 8 4 4 .  RO 
A m erican  D an ce Festiv al, Inc., D u rh a m ,  N C; 
Sand ra  D i l le y :$ 2 ,0 0 0 .  T o  provide c o n su ltan t  
services  fo r  th e  A m er ican  D a n ce  Fest ival 
A rch ives  on  h o w  to organize ,  preserve,  
ca ta log ,  and m ake accessible  a vast re so u rce  of

prim ary  d ocu m e n ts .  RC
A m erican  U . in C a iro ,  N Y C ;  G e o r g e  T .  S c a n 
lon:  $ 2 , 2 0 0  O R ,  $ 1 9 , 8 0 0  FM . T o  cont inu e 
w o r k  on  A Bibliography o f* 1" Architecture, Arts, and 
Crafts o f Islam. RC
C o rco ra n  G allery , W a sh in g to n ,  D C ;  K a t h e 
r ine  M. Kovacs :  $ 4 0 , 9 3 3 .  T o  org anize  the 
arch ives  o f  th e  Gallery ,  th e  oldest  f ine arts  
in s t i tu t io n  in W a sh in g to n  D .C .  R C  
D ance N o ta tio n  B u reau , N Y C ;  Patr icia Rader:  
$ 6 5 , 4 3 2 .  T o  organize ,  cata log,  and p reserv e  a 
re se a rc h  collect ion o f  dance n ota t io n  m aterials .  
RC
A n n H. D ils, C o lu m b u s ,  O H :  $ 2 , 2 5 1 .  T o  
re se a rch  3nd d o c u m e n t  ri tual dancing ie p r e -  
sen te d  in T * t h - c e n t u r y  F lem ish  art . A Y  
D ale B. F itz p a trick , M aple Heights ,  O H : 
$ 1 , 1 5 1 .  T o  produce a slide p re sen ta t io n  and a 
pam ph let  on  th e  d e v e lo p m en t and a rc h i te c tu 
ral  h is to ry  o f  S h a k e r  H eig hts ,  O h io .  A Y  
C h ris to p h e r T . H ailey , N e w  H aven,  C T :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 6 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  tra n s la te  and c o m 
m e n t  on  the  c o rre sp o n d en ce  o f  Alban B e rg  and 
A rn old  S c h o e n b e rg .  T h is  m a ter ia l— to  be pub
lished fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e in an y lan g u ag e— 
o f f e rs  n e w  ins ig hts  into  th e  d evelopm ent o f  
2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  music. RL
H am p sh ire  C o lleg e , A m h e rs t ,  M A ; Alan Edel- 
ste in:  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  produce a film on  th e  h is tory  
of  A m er ic an  vaudeville and th e  e f fe c ts  o f  te c h 
nological c ha n g e  on  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  indus
try  as seen  th ro u g h  th e  life o f  musician Roy  
Sm eck .  A Y
H o fstra  U ., Hem pstead ,  N Y ;  C h a r le s  R. 
A n d rew s:  $ 2 7 , 0 3 7 .  T o  cata log th e  W ein g ro w  
C ollec t ion  o f  l ibrary re so u rces  on avant-garde 
ar t  and li teraure .  RC
In d ia n a  U . P ress ,  B lo o m in g to n ;  Ja n e t  R ab in o -  
witch :  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  Sixty Years o f Chinese 
D ram a, 1 9 1 9 -1 9 7 9 : An Anthology, t rans la ted  and 
edited by Edward M. G u n n .  RP 
P i i la n i  K aaw aloa ,  Pahoa,  HI: $ 2 , 4 9 0 .  T o  
re se a rc h  the  re ligious and symbolic  m eanings 
o f  m o v e m e n ts  used in an cien t hula fo r  a 
r e p o r t — in English and Hawaiian.  A Y  
P a tr ic ia  J .  Ly on,  B erke ley ,  C A :  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on  a m a jo r  te x t  on 
m ural  pa intings in p re co n q u e s t  Peru,  docu
m en t in g  a tradition  o f  over  2 0 0 0  years  o f  ar t  in 
th e  A n d ean  region .  RL
M . M egan M cN am er, M issoula ,  M T :  $ 2 , 3 3 7 .  
T o  record  m usic  in H m o n g  traditional cu ltu re  
in Laos and study its  incorporation  into  th e  life 
o f  H m o n g  re fu g e e s  in M o n ta n a  fo r  th re e  30 -  
m in u te  radio p ro g ram s and a research  paper. 
A Y
Joseph A . M oo n , G r e e n s b u r g ,  K Y :  $ 2 3 , 4 5 5 .  T o  
p hotograp h  and re search  arch itec tu ra l ly  and 
h is torical ly  sign if icant  com m erc ia l ,  industrial,  
and farm  sites in G r e e n  C o u n ty ,  K e n tu ck y ,  for 
a sl ide/tape p re sen ta t io n .  A Y  
M u seu m  of N ew  M exico , S a n ta  Fe; L o n n  W. 
T ay lo r :  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study N e w  M exic an  fu rn i 
tu re  o f  f u rn i tu r e  m akers  from  1 6 0 0  to  1 9 4 0  for 
a book and an in terp re t iv e  m u se u m  exhibit.  RS 
N .V . B oek hand el & D ru k k erij, Leiden; J.D. 
V e r s ch o o r :  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  publish Hindu Tem 
ple A rt o f Orissa, by T h o m a s  E. D o ra ld so n .  RP 
N ew  Y o rk  Public L ib rary , N Y C ; Frank  C. 
C a m p b e l l :$ 6 5 ,0 0 0 .  T o  prepare  a finding aid for 
au tograp h  m usic  m an u scr ip ts  by A m erican  
com p osers .  RC
O ak lan d  M useu m  A sso ciatio n , C A ; T h e r e s e  
T .  H ey m an :  $ 6 , 0 4 9 .  T o  cata log a collection o f  
p h o to g rap h s  o f  C a liforn ia  a rch i te c tu re  taken 
by R o g e r  S t u r t e v a n t  (1 9 2 5 - 1 9 7 2 ) .  RC 
Su san P eth erb rid g e , Leander,  T X :  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
t r a n s la te  The Organ Builder's M anual, w r i t te n  in 
Sp an ish  and published in 1 8 7 2 .  RL 
P rin ce to n  U. P ress, NJ; Sa n fo r d  G. T h a tch e r :  
$ 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  Antonio Rizzo: Sculptor and 
Architect by A n n e  M a rk h a m  Schulz.  RP 
P rin ce to n  U . P ress, NJ; S a n fo r d  G. T h a tch e r :  
$ 2 , 8 0 0 .  T o  publish  Pandemonium: Theories, Shapes, 
and Strategies o f the Grotesque by G e o f f r e y  G. Har- 
pham . RP
S o u th  & S o u th east A sian  Studies P u b lica
tion s, A n n  A rb or ,  MI;  T h o m a s  R. T ra u t m a n n :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  Source Readings in Javanese 
Gamelan Music, trans la ted  by Judith  D. Be ck er  
RP
S o u th e rn  Illin ois U . ,C arbon dale ;  C harles  H.

Harpole: $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  O R :  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  FM. T o  
re se a rc h  and w r i te  th re e  v o lu m es  in a proposed 
te n -v o lu m e  ser ies  on  th e  h is to ry  o f  c inem a,  
primarily  A m er ican .  RO
S ta te  H isto rica l S o ciety  of W iscon sin , M adi
son; M a x  J. Evans:  $ 9 5 , 1 8 9 .  T o  org anize  th e 
p e r fo rm in g  ar ts  co llect ions held by th e  W is
c o n s in  C e n t e r  fo r  Film and T h e a t e r  R esearch .  
RC
T em p le  U ., Philadelphia, PA; Jo h n  J. F isher :  
$ 8 , 7 4 5 .  T o  hold a c o n fe re n c e  to  explore th e  
re la t ionsh ip  am o ng  law, ar t  and society ,  fo c u s 
ing on  b o th  th eoret ica l  and practical  questions 
a b o u t  th e  r igh ts  and social l imitations o f  th e 
art is t  and art  w orks .  RD
U . of A rizo n a , T u sc o n ;  S a r a  W. G r e sh a m :  
$ 5 1 , 0 5 0 .  T o  process  th e U nivers ity 's  a rch i tec 
tural records,  th e  ch ie f  rep osi tory  fo r  docu
m e n ta t io n  o f  A rizo n a 's  built en v iro n m en t .  RC 
U . of C a lifo rn ia , S an  D iego,  La Jolla; Jan n  C. 
Pasler:  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  F M . T o  cond uct an in t e r n a 
tional S t ra v in sk y  C e n te n n ia l  sym posium . 
S t ra v in sk y 's  role in th e  2 0 th -c e n tu r y  m usic  
and cu ltu ra l  h is to ry  will be exam in ed by sc h o 
lars and m usicans  w h o  actually  w orked with  
th e  co m p o ser .  RD
U. of Illin ois, U rb an a ;  H e r b e r t  Kellman: 
$ 1 2 0 , 0 0 0  O R ,  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  com p le te  a de
script ive catalog o f  m an u scr ip t  so u rces  o f  
R e n a issa n ce  polyphonic m usic  fr o m  th e  period 
1 4 0 0 - 1 5 5 0 .  RC
U. of Iow a, Iowa City :  R u d o lf  E. Kuenzli:  
$ 1 6 ,5 6 6 .  T o  continue description and preserva
tion o f  previously inaccessible Dada docu
m e n t s ,  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
2 0 th -c e n tu r y  art . RC
U . of L ou isv ille , K Y ;  R o b e r t  L. W eav er :  
$ 5 8 , 5 0 7 .  T o  prepare  a bibliography o f  M usic  in 
th e  F lo re n t ine  T h e a tr e ,  1 7 5 0 - 1 8 0 0 ,  a period of 
part icu lar  a ch iev em en t  in Italian opera.  RC  
U . of M in n eso ta , St.  Paul; Alan K. Lathrop: 
$ 2 0 , 0 4 4 .  T o  o rg an ize  th e  papers  o f  a M in n ea
polis a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  (H e ib e n b e r g  & 
Kaplan),  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 8 0 .  RC
U . of T e x a s , San  A n ton io ;  Jac into  Q u irarte :  
$ 1 9 4 , 3 0 9 .  T o  cont inu e developing curr icu lum  
m ater ials  for C hicano  ar t  h is tory  and apprecia
tion.  EH
U . of W ash in gto n , Seatt le ;  G e o r g e  S. Bozar th :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 5 , 7 8 8  FM . T o  hold a co n fere n ce  
on th e  m usic  o f  Jo h a n n e s  B r a h m s  to present 
cu r r e n t  re se a rch  and d e term in e  f u r th e r  goals 
for w o r k  on  B rah m s.  RD 
Z ah ira  B. V eliz, T a co m a  Park, M D :  $ 1 5 ,7 5 0 .  
T o  tran s la te  and c o m m e n t  on painting t rea 
tises f r o m  1 7 th -c e n tu r y  Spain and Portugal,  
discussing fo rm u la t io n  o f  p igm en ts  and media, 
i l lum ination  tech n iqu es ,  re s to ra t io n  o f  paint
ings,  as well  as g enera l  topics such as laws of 
perspective and prop ortion ,  and th e  relation 
b e tw e e n  a r t  and n atu re .  RL 
W est V irg in ia  U ., M o rg a n to w n ;  Jo h n  A. C u th -  
bert :  $ 1 3 , 9 5 5 . 0 0  T o  cata log th e  Sound 
A rch ives  o f  Appalachian folk song and docu
m e n ta t io n  on p e r fo rm e r s  and th e social co n 
te x t  o f  th e  p e r fo rm a n ce  ev ent .  RC

Classics
D avid N . H ersk o v its , N e w  Haven, C T : $ 1 ,6 9 5 .  
T o  prep are  a n ew  v e rse  t rans la t ion  o f  S o p h o 
cles '  Philoctetes, w th  particular a tten t io n  to  the 
usage and significance o f  classical  G r e e k  m e tr i 
cal fo r m s  in th e  play and w ith  th e  aim of  p ro 
ducing a c o n tem p o ra r y  version  suitable  for 
p e r fo rm a n ce  in th e  m odern  th ea ter .  A Y  
U . of M assach u setts , A m h e rs t ;  R o b e r t  C.  
S leigh,  Jr .: $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  hold a co n fe re n ce  on 
A ristotle 's  epistem ology and m etaphysics.  RD
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H istory—Non-U.S.

C olu m b ia U ., N Y C ; Nina G. Garsoian :  
$ 2 6 , 0 0 0 .  T o  trans la te  and c o m m e n t  on  th e  Epic 
History a t t r ibuted  to  P 'aw stos ,  a 4 th -c e n tu r y  
compilation o f  popular his torical  tales drawn 
from  th e lost oral  tradition o f  A rm enia  and 
reflecting Iranian inf luen ces  re jected  by the 
d om inant culture.  RL
C olum bia U ., N Y C ;  Harold B. Segel:  $ 4 9 ,5 0 0 .  
T o  trans la te  an an th o log y  o f  rep rese n ta t iv e  
selections f r o m  eight m a jo r  political and 
religio-polemical  treat ises  w r i t te n  in 1 6 th -  and 
1 7 th -  c en tu ry  Poland,  i l lustrating th e  intel lec
tual c lim ate o f  th e  period. RL 
C olum bia U ., N Y C ;  loannis Sinanoglou : 
$ 4 ,0 0 0  O R :  $ 4 , 0 0 0  FM .  T o  cond uct th e  T h ir d  
International  C o n fe r e n ce  o f  Eu ropeanists  to 
explore the  value o f  th e  concep t  o f  cycles and 
periods in providing an in tegrat ive  f r a m e w o rk  
for  a wide ran ge o f  seemingly  disparate  p h e n o 
m ena in Eu ropean h is tory .  RD 
D uke U ., D u rh a m ,  N C ; Jo h n  G .  Y ou n ger :  
$ 1 2 ,0 0 0 .  T o  develop a g e nera l  chronology  for 
th e m ajor  a r t s — seal en graving ,  f resco  and vase 
painting,  ivory carving,  and m o n u m enta l  
sc u lpture— of th e  G r e e k  Late  B r o n z e  Age (ca. 
1 6 0 0 - 1 2 0 0  B .C.) .  RO
R ichard  H ellie, Chicago,  IL: $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  T o  t r a n s 
late and c o m m e n t  on  th e  R uss ian  Law Code 
(U L O Z H E N IE )  o f  16 4 9 ,  const i tu t ing  th e  single 
m ost im p o rtan t  guide to  th e  complex h ierarchy 
o f  th e  M u sc o v ite  state .  RL 
H ispanic S em in ary  of M edieval Stud ies, Ltd., 
M adison, WI; A n th o n y  T .  Luttre ll :  $ 4 5 ,0 0 0 .  T o  
trans la te  and c o m m e n t  on th e  A rag o n e se  
C h ro n ic le  o f  th e  M o re a ,  a late medieval docu
m en t  critical  to  an understand in g  o f  th e  h is
tory o f  th e  crusader world, o f  Latin G r e e c e  in 
th e  1 3 t h - 1 4 t h  cen tu r ies ,  and o f  th e  language 
and l i te ra tu re  o f  Aragon.  RL 
Indiana U ., Blo o m ing to n ;  Em an u e l  J. Mickel: 
$ 7 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 2 , 4 0 0  FM . T o  tran s la te  Sylva Pane- 
gyrica, a w ork  d ocu m e nt in g  Italian hum an is t  
in f lu ence  in E as tern  Europe during the R en a is 
sance,  by th e  H u ng arian  scholar  Ja n u s  P a n n o 
nius.  RL
Jew ish  T h eological S em in ary  of A m erica ,
N Y C ;  Ivan G. M arcu s :  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 4 , 0 0 0  
F M .  T o  t rans la te  and c o m m e n t  on  Sefer Hasidim, 
a 1 3 th -c e n tu r y  w o r k  by Rabbi  Judah th e  Pie tist  
o f  G e r m a n y ,  crucial to un derstand in g  Jewish 
and C h ris t ian  social,  economic ,  and religious 
life in medieval G e r m a n y .  RL 
A lfred H . K elly, C linton ,  N Y:  $ 1 1 ,0 0 0 . T o  
trans la te  and c o m m e n t  on G e r m a n  w orkers '  
m em oirs  from  th e  late 1 9 th  and early  2 0 th  
centu r ies .  RL
G ary  K ern , Riverside C A : $ 1 0 , 0 6 7 .  T o  t r a n s 
late  The M ental Worker, W aclaw M acha jski 's  clas
sic critic ism of  th e  Sovie t  state ,  proposing the 
th e o r y  th a t  M a rx is m  c rea tes  a " n e w  c lass ,"  th e  
m anag eria l  elite. RL
K in g sto n  P ress, In c., P rinceton ,  NJ; C a r l  M. 
K o r te p e te r :  $ 1 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish The Nikonian 
Chronicle, trans la ted  and edited by S e rg e  Z e n -  
kov sky  and B e t ty  Z en kovsk y .  RP 
K L R N /K L R U -T V , A u stin ,  T X ;  G a r y  A. Witt : 
$ 7 1 , 2 2 5 .  T o  test ,  produce,  and disseminate  
t h re e  q u a r te r -h o u r  educational  television pro
g ram s o f  an anticipated series called " N e w sc a s t  
From  th e  P a s t . "  T h e  f irs t  th re e  p rog ram s will 
r e p o rt  se lected ev en ts  o f  th e  1 7 th  cen tury .  ES 
La Salle C olleg e , Philadelphia, PA; G e o r g e  A. 
Perfecky:  $ 4 , 6 7 6 .  T o  t rans la te  and c o m m e n t  
on th e  1 6 th -c e n tu r y  Bychovets Chronicle, a m ajor  
sou rce  fo r  th e  study o f  th e  h is tory  o f  L i th u a
nia, f r o m  its legend ary beginnings to  1 5 0 6 ,  as 
well  as o f  th e  h is tories  o f  Russia ,  Ukraine ,  and 
Be lorussia .  RL
C a ro l L ad erm an , N Y C :  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  prepare an 
an nota ted  tran s la t ion  and co m m e n ta ry  and 
h is torical analysis  o f  M ain Peteri, M alay  S h am a- 
nistic  p er fo rm an c es ,  discussing th ese  healing 
c ere m o n ies  in re lat ion  to  o th e r  traditional  
M alay form s.  RL,-
B arb ara Lain g , C hicag o,  IL: $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  pro
duce a film on  th e  h is tory  o f  th e  W o m en 's  
In tern at ion a l  League for Peace  and Freed om , a 
group founded in 1 9 1 5  by Eu ropean w om en  
and led by Ja n e  Addams.  A Y  
Fran ces M . L op ez-M orillas, A u stin ,  T X :  
$ 1 6 , 4 5 0 .  T o  tran s la te  the fo u r  novels o f  The 
Torquemada Cycle, by B enito  P erez  Galdos.  T h is  
w o r k  sh o w s  the  d evelopm en t o f  capita lism in 
Spain,  and th e  resulting soc io -econom ic  condi
tions.  R/
M assach u setts  In stitu te  of T ech n o logy , C a m 
bridge; R o b e r t  I. R o tb erg :  $ 8 7 , 0 0 0 .  T o  enable  a 
h is torian  and a p sychiatr is t  to  co llaborate  on a 
b iography o f  Cecil  R h od es ,  a centra l  f igu re  in 
B r it ish  imperialism in Afr ica.  RO 
M ich igan  S tate  U ., East Lansing;  David W. 
R obin son ,  Jr .:  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  produce an an th o l

ogy o f  oral traditions on th e  h is tory  o f  th e

Fulbe people in T u t a  T o r a ,  W e st  Afr ica , who 
o v e r th r e w  exis t ing  regim es and installed 
Islamic g o v e rn m e n ts  in th e  1 7 th  cen tu ry .  RL 
S u zann e M . N o ffk e , M iddle town, WI: $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  
O R ;  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  trans la te  and c o m m e n t  on 
th e  Letters o f Catherine o f Siena, w h ich  c o n tr ib u te  
to  an u n derstand in g  o f  th e  h is tory  o f  1 4 th -  
c e n tu r y  Italy (with  its s t rug gles  be tw ee n  Pap
acy and C i ty /S ta te )  and th e  Crusades.  RL 
N o rth  C aro lin a  S ta te  U ., Raleigh;  S. T h o m a s  
P arker :  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  study the  historical 
evolution  o f  th e  R o m a n  F ro n t ie r  in cen tra l  Jo r 
dan. RO
N o rth ern  Illin ois U ., D eK alb ;  M a ry  L. Living
ston :  $ 1 ,5 0 0 .  T o  publish  In the Vanguard of 
Reform: Russia's Enlightened Bureaucrats, 1 8 2 5 -1 8 6 1  
by W. B r u c e  Lincoln. RP
P rin ce to n  U ., NJ; Edm und L. Keeley:  $ 6 ,0 0 0  
FM . T o  tran s la te  Yannis Ritsos, Selected Poems, 
1 9 7 2 -1 9 8 2 ,  th e  w o r k  o f  a c o n tem p o rary  G r e e k  
poet.  RL
P r in c e t o n  U.,  NJ; D en is  C.  T w itc h e t t :  $ 4 2 ,0 0 0 .  
T o  tran s la te  fr a g m e n ts  o f  T 'a n g  ad m in is tra
tive law — a m a jo r  sou rce  fo r  understand ing 
medieval C h in e s e  society. RL 
P r in c e t o n  U. P ress ,  NJ;  S an fo rd  G. T h a tch e r :  
$ 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish The Paris City Councillors in the 
16th Century by B arbara  B. D ie fen dorf .  RP 
T h o m a s  E. S aw y er ,  R e s to n ,  V A : $ 3 2 ,0 0 0 .  T o  
study th e  sta tus ,  organizat ion ,  and fu nction s  
of  Sov ie t  g o v e rn m e n t  at th e  "su b n a t io n a l "  
level, including an analysis o f  th e  political 
e f fec ts  o f  re ce n t  offic ial re fo rm s  to elevate  
local g o v e rn m e n t 's  role.  RO 
S U N Y  at A lban y,  NY;  Claude E. W elch,  Jr.: 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  hold a c o n fere n c e  on th e  di lemmas 
o f  l iberty and d evelopm en t in tropical  Afr ica . 
H u m an  righ ts  issues in Africa  will be analyzed 
in th e  special c o n t e x t  o f  econ om ic  underdevel
op m en t,  political instability , and social diver
sity. RD
S y racu se  U ., N Y; R o b ert  G. G re g o ry :  $ 2 6 , 6 1 4 .  
T o  index microfi lms of th e  g o v e rn m e n t  
records o f  K eny a  for th e  period 1 8 8 8 - 1 9 6 3 .  RC 
Joh n  K. T h o rn to n , Meadville,  PA: $ 1 8 , 3 0 0 .  T o  
tra n s la te  Cavazzi's M anuscript, a te x t  on  th e  h is
tory,  cu ltu re ,  and social org anizat ion  o f  the 
K o n g o -A n g o la n  coast  o f  A fr ica  from  1 5 0 0 -  
16 5 0 .  RL
Joan  C . U llm an , S e att le ,  WA: $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . T o  
tra n s la te  Los Judeoconversos en Espana y America 
( Jewish C o n v e r ts  in Spain and Am erica).  W r i t 
ten  in 1 9 7 1  by A n to n io  D o m in g u ez  O r t iz ,  th e 
w ork  deals w ith  th e  role o f  Jew ish  co n v erts  in 
Spanish  society  and l i terature  from  th e  1 5 th  to 
1 7 th  centur ies .  RL
U. of C alifo rn ia , Berkeley ;  C ar l  A. Mosk: 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  hold a co n fe re n c e  on Brit ish  d e m o 
graphic h is tory ,  cover ing  q u es t ion s  o f  m e th o 
dology, population and e n v ir o n m e n t  before  
and a f te r  th e  Industrial  R ev o lu tion ,  as well as 
population,  economic ,  and social conditions on 
th e  C o n t in e n t .  RD
U . of C h icag o , IL; D ouglas  C. Mitchell:  $ 5 ,0 6 4 .  
T o  publish The Institutions of France under the A bso
lute M onarchy, 1 5 9 8 -1 7 8 9  by R. M o u sn ier .R P  
U . of M aryland, Balt im ore ;  C a r o ly n  G. 
Koehler :  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  re search  trade in agricul
tural produce carried on th ro u g h o u t  th e M ed i
te r ra n e a n  by th e  m ercan ti le  c e n te r  o f  ancient 
C o r in th ,  7 0 0 - 1 4 6  B .C . ,  as revealed th ro u g h  a 
study o f  th e m a n u fa c tu re  and distribution  of 
specially made clay ja rs (am ph oras)  used to 
tra n s p o rt  commodit ies.  RO 
U . of M arylan d , College Park;  Karl  S tow asser :  
$ 6 2 , 3 5 3 .  T o  com plete  a scholarly  edition as 
well as an a n n o ta ted  trans la t ion  o f  Al- 
M aqrizi 's  Khitab (14 2 0 ) ,  a h is tory  and topo
graphy o f  medieval Egypt.  RL 
U . of M ich igan , A n n  A rb or ;  D aniel  H. Levine: 
$ 5 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct a cultural study of 
ch an ge s  in relig ion and politics in selected dio
ceses in V en ezuela  and Colom bia.  RO 
U . of N o rth  C aro lin a  P ress, C hapel  Hill; Lewis 
A. B a tem an :  $ 2 , 3 0 0 .  T o  publish  The House of 
Lords, 1 6 0 3 -1 6 4 9 : Structure, Procedure, and the 
Nature o f Its Business by Elizabeth Read Foster .  RP 
U . of V irg in ia , C h arlo ttesv il le ;  Joseph C. 
Miller:  $ 2 5 , 2 3 0 .  T o  com p le te  a bibliography o f  
2 0 t h - c e n t u r y  w r i t in gs  about s lavery and slave- 
trading in all parts  o f  th e  world. RC 
B ern ard  G . W eiss, C anada: $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 .  T o  t r a n s 
late th e  M untaha, a 1 3 th -c e n tu r y  Arabic  te x t  by 
al-Aimdi on  Islamic ju risprudence .  RL

H istory— U.S.

A m erican  A n tiq u arian  S o ciety , W o rc es ter ,  
M A ; C aro l  R. Alexander:  $ 8 0 , 0 0 0  O R ,  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0  
FM . T o  cata log the  society 's  collection o f  
A m er ic an  printed broadsides,  1 8 0 1 - 1 8 3 0 .  T h e  
pro jec t  will include placing th e  data into  the 
R e se a r c h  Libraries In fo rm a t io n  N e tw o rk  and 
using th e  n e tw o rk 's  archival  tapes as th e  basis 
fo r a printed guide to th e  collection.  RC 
A m erican  U ., W a sh in g to n ,  D C ;  Alan M. Kraut :

$ 4 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct  re se a rch  fo r  a book on  
A m er ic an  im m ig ra tion  policy tow ard  G e r m a n  
and, la ter ,  o th e r  Eu ropean  Jew s be tw ee n  1 9 3 3  
and 1 9 4 5  w h e n  th e  U nited S t a te s  perm itted  
th e  e n tr y  o f  rela tively fe w  re fu g ees .  RO 
A rts  and C ra f ts  A sso cia tio n , W in s to n -S a le m ,  
N C ; A lison R. Biggs:  $ 9 , 9 7 3 .  T o  study the or ig 
ins and e s ta b l ish m e n t  o f  fo u r  s o u th e rn  s e t t le 
m e n t  schools  and th e ir  im pact on th e  people o f  
the Appalachian M o u n ta in s  and th e  A m erican  
cra f t s  m o v e m e n t .  A Y
C o leen  V . B arry , Sc i tu a te ,  M A :  $ 1 , 4 2 8 .  T o  
produce a sl ide/tape p re sen ta t io n  on  th e v an 
ish ing c u l tu re  o f  " f a r m e r s  o f  th e  sea ,"  th e  Irish 
m o sse r s  o f  Sc i tu a te ,  M a ssa c h u se t ts .  A Y  
B o sto n  U ., M A ; M ary  C. Beaudry:  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 . T o  
collate  and s y n th es ize  in fo rm a t io n  on  selected 
1 7 th -c e n tu r y  sites in th e  P ly m o u th  colony 
area.  RS
B ro w n  U ., P rovidence,  RI; T h o m a s  R. Adams:  
$ 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  produce a chronologica l  guide to 
l i te r a tu r e  ab ou t  th e  A m er icas  printed in 
E u rope during th e  period 1 7 0 1 - 1 7 5 0 .  RC 
Su san  J. D rav es, Scotia ,  NY :  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . T o  co l
lect oral  h is tories ,  p h otograp h s  and archival 
d o cu m e n ts  to  be compiled into  a h is tory  o f  th e  
G r a n g e  and its m e m b e rs  in ru ra l  N o r th e a s t  
co m m u n it ie s .  A Y
E ssex  In stitu te , Salem , M A; C arol in e  D. P re s 
ton:  $ 7 3 , 4 5 4 .  T o  org anize  m anu scrip t  collec
t ions re la t ing  to th e  m ari t im e  h is tory  o f  Essex 
C o u n ty ,  M a ssa c h u se t ts ,  1 6 5 0 - 1 9 8 0 .  RC 
Liz E. E th erid g e , Clarksville ,  G A :  $ 2 , 0 9 7 .  T o  
s tudy  th e  h is tory  o f  B u r to n ,  G eo rg ia ,  a tow n  
wiped out by dam c o n s t ru ct io n  in 19 2 0 .  A Y  
P au la R . F ran k , Holly,  C O :  $ 5 2 5 .  T o  study th e 
inf lu ence  o f  th e  5 0 -y e a r -o ld  A m ity  Irr igation 
C an al  on  local agr icu ltu re  a rou nd Holly,  C o lo 
rado. A Y
R egin ald  D . G ro ff, Portland,  O R :  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T o  
produce a d o cu m e n ta ry  film on  the  h is to ry  o f  
th e  M ain e  coast  and its s t ra te g ic  role in U.S. 
de fen se .  A Y
L uk e R . H ill, N Y C :  $ 2 ,5 0 0 .  T o  d o cu m e nt th e 
orig ins  o f  a multiracial ,  m ult ie th nic  N ew  Y o rk  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  with  p h otograp h s  and oral h is 
to r ies .  A Y
L ou isian a  S ta te  U ., B a to n  R ou ge ;  Bever ly  Jar -  
re tt :  $ 3 , 8 7 4 .  T o  publish  The Cause o f the South: 
Selections from DeBow's Review, 1 8 4 6 -1 8 6 7 , edited 
by Paul F. P a sk o ff  and D aniel  J. Wilson.  RP 
D on na M . L u cey , B rooklyn ,  N Y:  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
edit and in terp re t  a collection o f  photograph s 
and diaries c reated by Evelyn C a m e r o n ,  a 
B r i t ish -b o rn  ra n ch e r  w h o  lived on  th e  plains o f  
eas te rn  M o n ta n a  from  1 8 9 0 - 1 9 2 8 .  RS 
E lizab eth  M . Lynn, N o rth  Leeds,  M E:  $ 2 ,4 0 9 .  
T o  com p le te  and prepare  fo r  publication o f  A  
History o f Leeds, M aine, Vol. II, an accou nt  o f  
ch an ge s  in th e  life o f  o n e  rural N ew  England 
to w n  from  1 9 0 1 - 1 9 8 1 .  A Y  
Sh aro n  L . M a rtin , D ec atu r ,  IL: $ 1 ,6 0 2 .  T o  p ro 
duce a m anu scrip t  on  th e  h is to ry  and s ignifi
c an ce  o f  th e  G ran d  A rm y  o f  th e  Republic , 
especially in its b irthphace,  D e ca tu r ,  IL. A Y  
N Y U ; D o r o th y  W. S w a n so n :  $ 6 5 , 4 3 1 .  T o  doc
u m e n t  th e  h is tory  o f  A m er ican  radicalism, 
1 9 2 0 - 1 9 5 0 ,  th ro u g h  oral h is tory .  RC 
N Y U ; Su san  M. Elmes: $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T o  study th e 
A m er ican  Secu ri t ies  Invest ing C o rp o ra tio n ,  
crea ted  jo intly  by th e  Federal R e s e r v e  S y s te m  
and N ew  Y o r k  b an kers  to  support sagging 
bond prices during th e  G r e a t  D epress ion .  A Y  
N o rth  T exas  S ia te  U ., D e n to n ;  Jo h n  Kincaid: 
$ 3 1 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  study a n ew  resi
dential  co m m u n ity  in th e  D allas/Fort  W o rth  
area.  RS
Ju an  M . O te ro , B rooklyn ,  NY :  $ 1 ,5 9 1 .  T o  c o n 
duct library , archival and oral h is to ry  research  
on  th e  un ique h is tory  o f  Brooklyn 's  A u to m o 
tive High Sch ool.  Slides,  video and audio tapes 
based on  th e  re sea rch  will be p re sen ted  to 
school  and c o m m u n ity  audiences.  A Y  
P o lish  A m erican  H isto rica l A sso ciatio n , C h i 
cago, IL; Jam es  S. Pula: $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 3 ,5 0 0  
FM . T o  tra n s la te  K ru szk a 's  h is to ry  o f  Polish 
A m erica ,  published b e tw e e n  1 8 8 8  and 1 9 0 4 .  RL 
P rin ce to n  U ., NJ; Jo h n  M. D elaney :  $ 1 7 2 , 1 0 4 .  
T o  arr a n g e  and describe unprocessed  m a n u s 
cripts  in P r in ce to n 's  F ire s to n e  Library.  RC 
R esearch  Fo u n d ation  of S U N Y , Albany; Jo h n  
M. Spalek:  $ 3 1 , 6 2 6 .  T o  prepare  th e  second 
v o lu m e o f  a guide to  m ater ials  on  p o s t -1 9 3 3  
G e r m a n -sp e a k in g  im m igran ts .  RC 
R ussell Sage C o lleg e , T r o y ,  N Y;  S te p h e n  L. 
S c h e c h t e r :  $ 2 1 , 3 0 6 .  T o  cond uct a su m m e r  
in s t i tu te  fo r  te a ch ers  focusin g  on  re sou rces  for 
te ach in g  th e  h is tory  o f  th e  U pper Hudson 
region.  ES
In grid  W . Scobie, D el M ar,  C A : $ 1 9 , 3 6 8 .  T o  
produce a b iograp hy o f  Helen  G a h a g a n  D o u 
glas,  ac tre ss ,  Hollyw ood political activist , C a l i 
fo rnia  co n g re s s w o m a n ,  and Richard Nixon's  
o p p o n en t  in th e  ce lebra ted  C a liforn ia  sen ate  
campaign o f  19 5 0 .  RS
H olly  L. S k in n er, Laram ie ,  W Y : $ 2 ,1 9 2 .  T o  
prepare  a c u ltu ra l  re so u rce  in v en to ry  o f  h is
toric  sites re lated to  th e  t ie - lu m b er  industry  o f  
th e  early  1 9 0 0 s  in Upper G r e e n  R iver  Valley,

S u b le t te  C o u n ty ,  W yom in g .  A Y  
S o ciety  for In d u strial A rch eolo gy , W a sh in g 
ton,  D C ;  M ichael  B. Folson: $ 1 4 4 , 5 0 4 .  T o  
develop a cu rr icu lum  o n  th e  h is tory  o f  manual 
labor in A m erica  gro w in g  o u t  o f  a series of 
w o rk sh o p s  fo r  te a ch ers  and s tudents .  ES 
S y racu se  U. P ress, NY; Walda C. Metcalf :  
$ 4 , 5 0 0 .  T o  publish  Luigi Castiglioni: Travels in the 
United States o f North Am erica, 1 7 8 5 -1 7 8 7 , t r a n s 
lated and edited by A n to n io  Pace.  RP 
T em p le U ., Philadelphia, PA; M ichael  Ames:  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish Brass Valley: The Story of 
W orking People's Lives & Struggles in an American 
Industrial Region, edited by J. B r e ch e r .  RP 
A m y M . T o rn q u ist, D u rh a m ,  N C: $ 1 ,6 3 0 .  T o  
re sea rch  civil r igh ts  activit ies in D u rh am ,  
N o rth  C arolin a ,  during the  1 9 6 0 s .  A Y  
U . P ress of N ew  England , H an over,  N H ; T h o 
mas L. M cFarland: $ 2 ,0 0 0 .  T o  publish  O ld Light 
on Separate Ways: The Narragansett journals o f the 
Reverend Joseph Fish, 1 7 6 4 -1 7 7 6 ,  by William S. 
S im m o n s .  RP
U . P ress of N ew  England , H anover,  NH; T h o 
mas L. M cFarland: $ 8 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish The Pap
ers o f Daniel W ebster: Diplomatic Papers, edited by 
C h a r le s  M. Wiltse.  RP
U. P ress of N ew  England , H an over,  NH; T h o 
m as L. M cFarland: $ 3 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish Ruggles' 
Regiment: The 122nd New Y ork Volunteers in the 
American Civil W ar by David S w in fe n .  RP 
U. of C alifo rn ia , Los Angeles ;  Paul R. Sellin: 
$ 5 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 1 7 , 5 0 0  FM . T o  hold a c o nfere n ce  
on th e  D u tch  cultura l  p re sen ce  in colonial 
A m erica .  RD
U . of Idaho, M oscow ; Lois Ackare t:  $ 1 0 ,4 0 6 .  
T o  p reserv e  part  o f  a collection o f  p h o to 
graphic  n egat iv es  f r o m  1 8 9 4 - 1 9 6 4 ,  d o c u m e n t 
ing th e  h is to ry  o f  the C o e u r  d 'A lene mining 
district.  RC
U . of Illin ois P ress, C h am p aign ;  R o g e r  G. 
C lark :  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  The Booker T. 
Washington Papers edited by Lewis R. Harlan and 
R a y m o n d  W. S m ock .  RP
U . of K en tu ck y , L e xing ton ;  K e n n e t h  H. 
C h e rr y :  $ 4 , 8 1 7 .  T o  publish  John Bell H oodandthe 
Southern Confederacy by R ich ard  M c M u rr y .  RP 
U . of M ich igan , A n n  A rbor ;  Francis  X. Blouin ,  
Jr .: $ 2 7 , 4 0 0 .  T o  microfi lm th e  Detroiter Abend 
Post, a daily G e r m a n - la n g u a g e  new sp aper in 
D e tr o i t  and a p rim ary sou rce  fo r  th e  h is tory  o f  
th e  G e r m a n - A m e r ic a n  exp erien ce ,  1 8 6 8 - 1 9 3 1 .  
RC
U . of N eb rask a, Lincoln ; S tep h en  F. C ox :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish A tlas o f the Lewis and C lark 
Expedition, edited by G a r y  E. M oulton .  RP 
U . of N o rth  C aro lin a , C hapel  Hill; Faye Phil
lips: $ 1 9 , 9 6 5 .  T o  catalog  and re h o u se  a collec
t ion o f  2 0 , 0 0 0  p h otograp h s  in th e  S o u th e r n  
Historical  Collection .  RC
U . of T en n essee  P ress, Knoxvil le ;  C arol  O rr :  
$ 3 , 5 0 0 .  T o  publish Patronage and Poverty in the 
Tobacco South: Louisa County, Virginia, 1 8 6 0 -1 9 0 0  
by C rand all  A. S h if f le t t .  RP 
U . of W iscon sin , M adison; Jam es  A. C lif ton :  
$ 1 3 8 , 0 0 0 .  T o  inv est iga te  th e  Indian R em oval  
p rog ram  in th e  Old N o rth w e s t ,  1 8 2 2 - 1 8 5 5 ,  the 
cri tical  period o f  the  re gion's  developm ent,  for 
a collection o f  case  studies and a n arrat ive  and 
analy tic  overview . RS
Y a le  U. P ress, N e w  H aven ,  C T ;  Judy M etro :  
$ 7 , 0 9 6 .  T o  publish The Selected Papers o f Charles 
Willson Peale & His Family: Vol. 1, The Early Years, 
1 7 3 5 -1 7 9 1 , edited by Lillian B. Miller. RP

Interdisciplinary
A lb ertu s M agn us C ollege, N ew  Haven, C T ;  
S u san  G u re w its c h :  $ 1 9 6 , 0 0 0 .  T o  im plem ent 
an a lte rn ativ e  g enera l  education program  
based on  sequential  developm ent o f  th e  skills 
to  o b serv e  exp erien ce ,  identify p a t terns ,  form  
ju d g m e n ts ,  and solve problem s. T h is  sequ ence  
will be pursued in a series o f  thematically  
paired co u rses  f r o m  tw o disciplines and a cul
m inating sem inar.  ED
A lb righ t C ollege, Reading, PA; Sarel  P. Fuchs:  
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  develop and re f in e  a c lu ster  o f  
A sian  Studies courses  as a m ean s  o f  in te g r a t 
ing disciplines m o re  e f fec t iv e ly  fo r  purposes  o f  
g enera l  education.  £P
Ellen  A lexan d er, Lacey, W A : $ 2 , 4 9 0 .  T o  
g a th e r  in fo rm atio n  and prepare an exhibit  of 
his toric  p h otograph s  and d o cu m e n ts  with  n a r 
rative te x t  on th e  h is to ry  o f  m en ta l  health  
ins t i tu t ion s  and policy in W a sh in g to n  Sta te .  
A Y
A m erican  C ou n cil of L earn ed S o cieties, N Y C ; 
Richard S ch la t te r :  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  FM. T o  pay travel 
costs  o f  A m er ican  scholars  participating in 
scholar ly  c o n fe re n c e s  in th e  h um anit ies  held 
outside th e United S ta te s .  RI 
A rizo n a  S ta te  U.,  T e m p e ;  Jo h n  T .  Wixted:  
$ 4 2 , 4 4 3 .  T o  com p le te  a re search  guide to  lapa- 
n ese  scholarship  on C h in a ,  including pract ical 
in fo rm atio n  on using Ja pan ese  l ibraries  and 
availabil ity  o f  Ja pan ese  m ater ials  on C h in a  in
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A m erican  re sea rch  libraries.  RC 
B arn ard  C olleg e , N Y C ;  B arb ara  S. Miller: 
$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 . T o  im p lem en t an interdiscip linary 
u n d e rg rad u ate  prog ram  using th e  process  o f  
t r a n s la t io n — from  o n e  t im e period, culture,  or 
m edium to  a n o t h e r — as a key to  cultural 
un derstand in g .  Six te a m - ta u g h t  courses  and a 
se m in a r  will be developed. ED 
D avid M . B rid ges, Unity ,  M D :  $ 1 ,1 6 0 . T o  
re se a rc h  and film th e  cra f t s  o f  th e  P assam a- 
quoddy Indians in M aine ,  placing th e  c ra f t s  in 
traditional and co n te m p o ra r y  cultural c o n 
tex ts .  A Y
B uffalo C ity  Sch ool D istric t, N Y ; D aniel  M an - 
le^: $ 9 , 9 7 9 .  T o  design th re e  interdiscip linary 
re so u rc e  units  in teg ra t in g  social s tudies and 
lang u age ar ts  as part o f  th e  d evelopm en t o f  a 
secon d ary  school  in terna t io n a l  studies p ro 
gram. ES
C a rle to n  C o lleg e , N orthf ie ld ,  M N ; David A. 
Sipfle :  $ 5 , 5 0 0  FM. T o  tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  
on  a w o r k  in Fren ch  o n  th e  philosophy o f  th e  
th e o r y  of re la t ivity  by Emile M e y e rso n  (1925) .  
RL
C e n tra l M ichigan U ., Mt. Pleasant ;  B e n jam in  
F. T aggie :  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  introd uce th re e  in t e r 
disc iplinary course  groupin gs,  fo rm in g  th e  
core  o f  th re e  g e nera l  ed ucation  "h u m a n it ie s  
s e m e s te r s "  in Classical ,  A m erican ,  and A frican 
Studies .  EP
C lo v er P ark  School D is tric t N o. 4 0 0 , T a co m a ,  
WA; K a r e n  A. Forys:  $ 9 ,9 7 8 .  T o  in teg ra te  th e  
study o f  A sian -P acif ic  cultural  p a t tern s  into  
th e  e le m e n ta r y  school  curr icu lum . ES 
C o lleg e  of S ain t E lizab eth , C o n v e n t  Stat ion ,  
NJ; Ju dith  A. W im m e r:  $ 3 5 , 6 2 1 .  T o  im plem en t 
fou r courses  o f  an interdiscip linary curr icu lum  
in A m e ;  .can S tudies  designed fo r  s tu d e nts  in 
the school 's  W ee k en d  College  program . EP 
C o lleg e  of S aint S ch o lastica , D u lu th ,  M N ; 
R o b e r t  W. B ren nin g :  $ 4 9 ,0 7 7 .  T o  plan and tes t  
a pro jec t  to  in teg ra te  hum an it ies  co n te n t  into  
th e  physical  th erapy  and n u rs in g  curr icula.  EP 
C o rn e ll U ., Ithaca,  NY ;  Richard S t ra ssb erg :  
$ 5 2 , 7 6 7 .  T o  com p le te  a descriptive guide to 
labor  h is tory  m ater ials  held at Cornell .  RC 
C y p ress  C olleg e , CA ; M a rg a re t  B.  Boe gem an :  
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  im p lem en t th re e  te a m -ta u g h t  
co u rs es ,  each in teg ra t in g  th e  h um anit ies  with 
a specific vocat ional  area.  EP 
H elen a M . D ob ay, H o u sto n ,  T X :  $ 2 ,0 9 1 .  T o  
study, th ro u g h  l ibrary re searc h  and taped 
interv iew s ,  th e  d evelopm en t o f  th e  H ungarian  
co m m u n ity  in H ou ston .  A Y  
D om in ican  C o lleg e  of B lau velt, O r a n g e b u rg ,  
N Y;  D. Leigh Holt:  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  introd uce six 
multidisciplinary courses  to  m e e t  a revised 
g e nera l  education  re qu irem en t .  EP 
D rop sie U ., Philadelphia,  PA; David M . G o l-  
denberg :  $ 2 4 , 6 6 3 .  T o  org anize  and pre serv e  
fr a g m e n ts  o f  ve llum, p arch m en t,  and paper 
fr o m  th e  C a iro  syn agog ue,  l l t h - 1 5 t h  c e n tu r 
ies. RC
D ropsie U ., Philadelphia,  PA; David N. G o l-  
denberg:  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  revita lize th e  universi
ty's  prog ram  of  Judaica studies and to expand 
th e  focus  to  include Middle E as tern  Studies  by 
crea t ing  tw o  n e w  courses  in l i te ra tu re  and 
archaeology.  EP
M a rg a rita  E gan , N e w  H aven,  C T :  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 . T o  
tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on th e  corpus o f  m edie
val Fren ch  lunaria  (calendars and a lmanacs 
arrang ed according to  th e  phases o f  th e m oon) ,  
valuable  sources  fo r  medieval popular cu l tu re  
and belief as  well  as th e  h is to ry  o f  science. RL 
M ich ael K . F o ste r, Canada: $ 3 1 ,0 0 0 . T o  t r a n s 
cribe,  analyze,  and tra n s la te  th e  political o ra 
tory  o f  th e  League o f  th e  Iroquois,  used in 
diplomatic  n egot ia t ion s  b e tw ee n  Europeans 
and N ative A m er ican s  in th e  Colonia l  period. 
RL
G eo rge  M ason U ., Fairfax ,  V A ; R o b e r t  L. 
Nadeau: $ 1 8 , 1 3 3 .  T o  study ways in w hich  cul
tural concep ts  have been shaped by scienti fic  
discoveries.  RO
G eo rgia  S o u th ern  C olleg e , S ta te sb o r o ;  Zia H. 
Hashm i:  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  im p lem en t th re e  team - 
ta u g h t  c o u rses  in th e  school 's  In tern at iona l  
S tudies  p rog ram . EP
G eo rg e  M ean y C e n te r  fo r Labor Studies,
Silver Spring ,  M D ;  E rn e st  Lee:  $ 9 9 , 0 0 8 .  T o  
process  th e  records o f  th e  A F L -C IO ,  a prim ary 
sou rce  fo r  labor studies and social and ec o 
n om ic  h is tory .  RC
G reen field  C o m m u n ity  C olleg e , M A; Be rn ard
A. D rabeck :  $ 7 9 , 2 3 0 .  T o  cond uct  a regional 
s tudies su m m e r  in s t i tu te  for e lem en ta ry  and 
secon d ary  school teach ers ,  on th e h is tory  and 
cu ltu re  o f  w e s te r n  M assa ch u set ts .  ES 
Jan ita  F. H o llis , T allah assee ,  FL: $ 2 ,5 0 0 .  T o  
prepare  a slide/tape prog ram  fo r  local schools 
on th e  a r t i fac ts  and d o c u m e n ts  housed in th e 
B la c k  A r c h i v e s  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  an d  
M u se u m .  A Y
Indiana U ., B loom in g ton ;  Jean C. R obinson :  
$ 4 6 , 0 7 5 .  T o  in teg ra te  m ater ia ls  from  w om en 's  
s tudies into  six in tro d u cto ry  courses  in fo lk 
lore ,  h is tory ,  econom ics ,  political science, psy

chology ,  and sociology. EP 
Jo h n  H opkins U ., Balt im ore ,  M D ;  T im o t h y  L. 
S m ith :  $ 3 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study th e  intellectual h is 
tory  o f  black C h r is t ia n i tv  in 1 9 th -c e n tu r y  
A m erica .  T h e  resulting  book will focus  on B ib 
lical ideas in black con g reg ation a l  and d e n o m i
national  life a^d  on th e  c o n te n t ,  sources ,  and 
dif fusion  o t  such  ideas.  RO 
Joh n  H opkins LJ. P ress, Balt im ore ,  M D ;  H en ry  
Y .K .  T o m :  $ 4 ,0 0 0 .  T o  publish  Women Scientists in 
Am erica: Struggles and Strategies tp 19 4 0  by M a r 
g a r e t  R oss i ter .  RP
Judah L . M agn es M em o rial M u seu m , B e r k e 
ley, C A ; M o se s  Rischin :  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  conduct 
an in terna t io n a l  sym p osiu m  to  study th e  life 
and legacy o f  Ju dah L. M a g n es ,  p ioneer  spok es
m an o f  c u ltu ra l  pluralism and cultu ra l  Z ion ism  
in A m erica .  RD
L o u isian a  S ta te  U ., B ato n  R ouge ;  H en ry  L. 
S n y d er :  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  O R ,  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  add to  
The Eighteenth Century Short Title Catalogue— a list 
ing o f  all i tem s printed in th e  English-speaking 
world f r o m  1 7 0 1 - 1 8 0 0 .  RC 
M ich ael J. M ad rig al, S an  Jac into,  C A :  $ 1 ,5 2 1 .  
T o  re cord  oral  h is tor ies  and d o cu m e n t  art i
facts ,  c u s to m s  beliefs ,  language,  and m usic  o f  
th e  Cahuil la  Indians and o th e r  S o u t h e r n  Cali
fornia  M ission  Indian T r ib e s  fo r  a m u se u m  
exhibit.  A Y
M ason Public Sch ools, IK ; D ^vid M . L am b eth : 
$ 9 ,0 0 0 .  T o  design a c o u rs e  in C reek ,  h is tory ,  
cu ltu re ,  language,  and fo lk lore  and to  develop a 
series o f  in terv iew s w ith  th e  C r e e k  people as 
part  o f  th e  course .  ES
B arb ara  A. M cC an n , A tlan ta ,  G A : $ 2 , 4 2 8 .  T o  
s t u d y  t h e  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  o f  S l o v e n i a n -  
A m er ican  farm  w o m e n  in M ich igan 's  Upper 
P enin su la  fo r  an art ic le  and radio p rog ram . A Y  
M o n m o u th  C o lleg e , N e w  Je rsey ,  IL; William 
O .  A m y: $ 4 9 , 2 2 0 .  T o  im p lem en t six courses  
fo cusin g  on  ideas and values in art , l i terature,  
and philosop hy, fo r  a n ew  sen io r  y ear  genera l  
ed ucation  re q u ire m e n t .  EP 
M ou n t V ern o n  C olleg e , W ash in g to n ,  D C ;  
Philip H. Bo lton :  $ 3 9 , 9 1 8 .  T o  im plem ent an 
interdisc ip linary m ajor  in the arts  and h u m a n i 
ties w ith  a m a n a g e m e n t  co m p o n en t .  ED 
N o rth  P ark  C o lleg e  & T h eo lo g ical Sem in ary , 
C h icag o ,  IL; C h ar les  E. W iberg :  $ 4 8 , 3 1 9 .  T o  
in trod u ce  a group o f  n ew  fr e s h m a n  sem inars  
tw o  multidisciplinary courses  fo r  advanced 
s tu d e n ts  as m odels for a n ew  general  education  • 
curr icu lum . EP
O k lah o m a S ta te  U ., St il lw ater ,  M ary  H. R o h r -  
b erger :  $ 4 7 , 8 6 3 .  T o  im p lem en t fo u r  courses  
in th e  h u m an it ies  th a t  exp lore  th e  interdiscip li 
nary  n a tu r e  o f  kn ow led ge.  EP 
F ran k  W . P o rte r , III, Relay,  M D :  $ 9 , 1 0 6 .  T o  
prepare a bibliography on published and unpub
lished l i te r a tu r e  p erta in in g to  Indians in M a r y 
land and D elaw are .  RC
Project LEA RN , East Lyme,  C T ;  Francis D 
R obin son :  $ 8 8 , 0 8 1 .  T o  cond uct  tw o  su m m e r  
in s t i tu tes ,  o n e  regional ,  o n e  s ta te-w ide,  for 
secondary, foreign language and social stu
dies te a ch e r s  to  prep are  a cu rr icu lum  unit  for 
social studies c lasses and to  develop a ser ies  o f  
regional  c ro ss -cu ltu ra l  activit ies to en cou rag e  
fore ign  lang u age study. ES 
R esearch  Fo u n d ation  of C U N Y , N Y C ;  B arbara  
L. G e r b e r :  $ 4 9 , 8 3 6 .  T o  plan and te s t  tw o core  
sem in ars  and c o m p le m e n ta ry  sym posia  fo r  a 
M a s te r  o f  Liberal S tudies  P rogram . EP 
Seam u s R oss, Philadelphia,  PA: $ 9 , 4 5 3 .  T o  
prepare  an a n n o ta te d  cata log fo r  th e  C arv a lh o  
C o l le c t io n — an uncata loged collection o f  ten 
c e n tu r ie s  o f  medieval m anu scrip ts  in th e  Free 
L ibrary  o f  Philadelphia.  Full descriptions o f  75 
of th e  m o st  in tr igu ing  m anu scrip ts  will serve 
as th e  basis fo r  an e xh ib ition  and lec tu re  series.

L isa E. R oto n d o, M iddletow n,  C T :  $ 2 , 4 0 5 .  T o  
prepare an exh ib i t  using an uncataloged collec
tion o f  C h in e s e  w ood cu ts  from  th e  1 9 3 0 s  and 
1 9 4 0 s  to  in te r p re t  th e  social h is tory  o f  th e 
period.  A Y
Seton  H all U ., S o u th  O r a n g e ,  NJ; P e te r  J. 
W osh:  $ 6 3 , 3 8 5 .  T o  survey  R o m a n  C atho lic  
parish  and ins t i tu t ional  records in N ew  Jersey 's  
seven  n o r th e r n  cou nties .  RC 
S v atop lu k  Soucek, N Y C : $ 2 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  t r a n s 
late and c o m m e n t  on  Kitab-I  Bahriy e ,  a 1 6 th -  
ce n tu r y  porto lan  o r  book o f  sail ing directions 
w r i t te n  in T u rk is h  by Piri Reis  during th e  years  
1 5 2 4 - 2 6 .  T h is  m anual ,  th e  only one  o f  its  type 
w r i t te n  by a M uslim ,  is valuable  fo r  th e  study 
o f  th e  M e d ite rr a n e a n  during th e  R en aissance .  
RL
T rin ity  C olleg e , Bu rl in g ton ,  V T ;  O r e n  W. 
Davis:  $ 4 0 , 1 2 3 .  T o  develop th re e  n ew  elective 
courses  and a co n c e n tr a t io n  in com p arative  
study o f  U nited S ta te s  and C an adian  cultures .  
EP
U . of C alifo rn ia , Los Angeles ;  Lucie  C. Hirata:  
$ 4 5 ,  5 4 1 .  T o  index taped in terv iew s collected 
by th e  Asian A m er ican  S tudies  C e n t e r .  RD 
U . of D elaw are , N ew ark ;  Paul T .  D urbin :  
$ 1 8 , 2 5 0 .  T o  support th e  second y e a r  of a S u s 

ta ined D e v e lo p m e n t  A w ard  to  a fe llow w o r k 
ing w ith  th e  U n iv ers i ty  to  establish  ongoing 
bases fo r  s tudy o f  ethical  issues in technical 
p ro fess ion s  as well  as pu rsu in g  his ow n  
re search  on  th e  impact o f  sc ience and te ch n o l
ogy on  cultu re .  A V
U . of K an sas, L aw ren ce ;  A n n  Hyde: $ 1 3 9 , 8 0 8 .  
T o  org anize  a collection o f  m anu scr ip ts  o f  th e  
1 6 t h - 1 9 t h  cen tu r ies  o f  in te r e s t  to re search ers  
in English ,  Irish, Sco tt ish  and A m erican  polit
ics, a r t ,  c o m m e r c e ,  drama, l i terature ,  h is tory ,  
and cu ltu re .  RC
U . of L ow ell, M A ; A r t h u r  I. Miller:  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  
FM . T o  t r a n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on a source 
book in 1 9 t h -  and 2 0 t h -  c e n tu r y  w orks  on  re la 
tiv ity  and field th eo ry .  RL 
U . of M ain e , O r o n o ;  A. Patricia Bu rns:  
$ 5 5 , 9 9 3 .  T o  develop an interdiscip linary 
cou rse  in 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  A m er ican  art ,  his tory ,  
and l i te r a tu r e  fo r  th e  B a n g o r -a re a  secondary 
schools.  ES
U . of M assach u setts  P ress, A m h e rs t ;  Leone 
Ste in :  $ 3 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  a v o lu m e in th e  series 
Library o f the Indies. RP
U . of M assach u setts , A m h e rs t ;  V in c e n t  Iiard.i: 
$ 2 6 , 5 0 0 .  T o  duplicate a m icrofilm collect ion  o f  
R en a issa n ce  diplomatic  d o cu m e n ts  to  en su re  
th a t  th e -prod uct o f  a previous N E H  award wifi 
be m o re  genera lly  available to  research  sch o 
lars. RC
U. of M isso u ri, C olum bia ;  R ich ard  L. Lee: 
$ 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  M issouri Counties, County Seats 
and Courthouse Squares, 1 8 1 4 -1 9 8 1  by M arian  
O h m a n .  RP
U . of M isso u ri, Colum bia ;  C a r l  H. C h ap m an:  
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study the  cultural  c h a n g e s  in th e  
M issou r i  and O s a g e  Indian tr ibes  during 1 6 7 5 -  
1 8 2 5  w h e n  co nta c ts  with  E u ro am er ican s  
increased  because  o f  th e  hide and fu r  trade. 
T h e  study co m b in es  th e  disciplines o f  a rch aeo l
ogy, e th n o lo g y ,  p a leoeth nobiology,  and h is
tory.  RS
U. of P ittsb u rg h , PA; B e rn a rd  R. Goldstein :  
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra ns la te  and c o m m e n t  on  
H eb r ew  sc ien tif ic  te x ts  produced in th e  later 
Middle Ages in s o u th e r  France.  T h e  pro ject  
will give prior ity  to  th e  study o f  Levi ben G e r -  
so n  (G erson id es) ,  a 1 4 th -c e n tu r y  scholar  in the 
fields o f  sc ientif ic  m eth od and m ath em atica l  
m e a s u r e m e n t .  RL
U . of T en n essee  P ress, Knoxvil le ;  C arol  O rr :  
$ 3 , 5 0 0 .  T o  publish Free M an of Color: The Autobio
graphy of W illis Augustus Hodges, edited by Willard
B. G a te w o o d ,  Jr ., RP
U . of T e x a s , A u stin ;  Harold W. Bil lings:  
$ 3 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  m icrofi lm  a collection o f  C u b a n -  
A m er ic an  m ater ia ls  for th e  per iod 1 8 9 0 - 1 9 7 0 .
RC
U . of T e x a s , Dallas,  R ichard son ;  R ainer  
Sch ulte :  $ 1 7 5 , 8 8 8 .  T o  establish  an undergrad
uate  h u m anit ies  m a jo r  based on  th e theory  
th a t  m eth o d s  derived f r o m  l i terary  trans la t ion  
can exp and a stu d ent 's  abil ity to  read and in t e r 
pre t  v ar ious  kinds o f  tex ts .  ED 
U . of W ash in g to n , Se att le ;  N aom i B. Pascal: 
$ 5 , 0 0 0  FM. T o  publish  Danes in North America, 
ed ited and tran s la ted  by Frederick  Hale. RP 
Step h en  A. V in cen t, Indianapolis , IN: $ 2 ,4 7 1 .  
T o  study th e  h is to ry  o f  a large,  extended family 
o f  fr e e  A fr o -A m e r ic a n s  in N o rth  C arolina  and 
Indiana during th e  an tebe llu m  period. A Y  
V irg in ia  P o ly tech n ic  In st. & S ta te  U ., Blacks
burg;  A r t h u r  L. D onov an :  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  hold a 
n at ion al  c o n f e r e n c e  on  th e  h is tory  o f  en ergy ,  
at  which  h is to r ia n s  o f  en e r g y  will exp lore  th e 
m o st  pre ss ing  conceptual  and disciplinary 
needs o f  this  new , special field o f  study. RD 
R o b ert M . W allace, G o s h e n ,  NH: $ 7 , 9 9 0  O R ,  
$ 9 , 0 0 0  F M . T o  tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on 
Arbeit am M ythos (W ork on Myth), a n ew  in te r p re 
ta t ion  o f  m y th  and its role in W e s t e r n  cultural 
and intel lectual  tradition.  RL 
W h ittie r  C o lleg e , C A ; R o b e r t  B. M arks:  
$ 4 9 , 9 9 2 .  T o  plan and tes t  six interdisc ip linary 
courses .  EP
M a rg a re t E. W illson , Bellingh am , W A : $ 2 , 4 9 8 .  
T o  prepare an e thn o h is to r ic a l  accou n t  o f  the  
C h in e s e  people  in W h a tc o m  C o u n ty ,  W a sh in g 
ton,  th ro u g h  interv iew s ,  archives  and p h o to 
graphic  records.  A Y
Y IV O  In s titu te  fo r Jew ish  R esearch , N Y C ; 
D in a  A bram ow icz :  $ 1 4 , 6 8 7 .  T o  com p le te  a 
ca ta log  o f  th e  Y I V O  In s t i tu te 's  Yiddish book 
collect ion,  th e  la rgest  such collect ion in th e 
U.S .  RC
Y ale  U . P ress, N ew  H aven ,  C T ;  Ellen H. G r a 
ham: $ 2 , 3 5 3 .  T o  publish  Representation of Revolu
tion: A  Study o f the Interactions o f Aesthetic & 
Psychological Categories by Ronald Paulson. RP

Jurisprudence

In te rn a tio n a l A cadem y of P h ilosophy, Irving, 
T X ;  Jo h n  F. C ros b y :  $ 1 0 , 4 6 0 .  T o  t ra ns la te  and 
c o m m e n t  on  A d olf  R ein ach 's  Philosophy o f Law, 
w h ich  uses p h e n o m e n o lo g y  and language anal
ysis  to  e x a m in e  concepts  underlying legal 
codes. J ( L

Language & 
Linguistics

B uckn ell U ., Le w isb u rg ,  PA; C a t h e r in e  F. 
Sm ith :  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  plan a n e w  w ri t in g  pro
gram, fou r w o r k sh o p s  o f  f ive days each  for 
fo r ty  faculty,  and th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  six 
model courses .  EP
C ap ital C h ild ren 's  M u seu m , W a sh in g to n ,  D C ;  
M avis  L. Wylie:  $ 5 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct  a series o f  
seven  lectu re/d iscussions followed by w o r k 
shops in th e  h is tory  o f  h u m a n  co m m u n ica t io n  
fo r  50  e le m e n ta r y  school  te ach ers .  ES 
C o lleg e  of Sain t C a th e rin e , St.  Paul, M N ; A n n  
Red m ond:  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  revise  th i r ty  c o u rses  to  
include w r i t ing  c o m p o n en ts .  EP 
C o n co rd  Public Sch ools, M A ; Virgin ia  Barker :  
$ 7 , 0 0 0 .  T o  in trod uce  n e w  units  o f  s tudy on 
O ld  En glish  m y th o lo g y  and the  roots  o f  th e 
En glish  language.  ES
D an iel R . D avis, Cam brid g e ,  M A: $ 2 ,1 0 2 .  T o  
collect sam ples  o f  th e  language o f  rural upstate  
N e w  Y o rk  and an aly ze  th e  use o f  m e ta p h o r  and 
simile in th e  n a rra t iv e  speech  o f  th e  area.  A Y  
P en n sylv an ia  S ta te  U ., U n iversity  Park;  Joh n  
T.  H arw ood:  $ 8 1 , 3 7 8 .  T o  cond uct a su m m e r  
in s t i tu te  and fo l low -up in-serv ice  program  to 
develop a rh e to r ic  p ro g ra m  in th e  public 
schools o f  P enn sy lv ania .  ES 
R esearch  Fo u n d ation  of C U N Y ; R e n e e  Wal-  
dinger:  $ 1 0 3 , 1 0 3 .  T o  cond uct a fo u r -w e e k  
in s t i tu te  in Fren ch  c o n te m p o ra r y  c u l tu re  for  
40  secon d ary  fore ign  language te ach ers  to  be 
fo llowed by a y e a r  o f  in -serv ice  training.  ES 
T o u g alo o  C ollege, M S; B e n  E. Bailey: $ 4 5 , 2 5 7 .  
T o  cond uct a f iv e -w eek  ex ten d ed  te ach er  ins t i 
tu te  fo r  area  h igh school te ach ers  in teaching 
com p osit ion  in the  h u m an it ies .  ES 
U . of D elaw are , N ew ark ;  G era ld  R .  Culley:  
$ 4 0 , 4 1 2 .  T o  cond uct  a fo u r -w e e k  su m m er 
te a c h e r  in s t i tu te  in c o m p u te r-ass is ted  in s tru c 
tion  in fo r e ig n  languages.  ES 
W ash in g to n  S ta te  U ., Pullm an;  T h o m a s  L. B a r 
ton: $ 4 0 , 5 2 7 .  T o  im p le m e n t  five n ew  courses  in 
rh e to r ic  and com p osit ion .  EP

Literature

R eb ecca  A . B u r d e tt , P o u g h k e e p s ie ,  N Y :  
$ 2 , 4 7 0 .  T o  study ethical  issues  w ithin  child
re n 's  l i te r a tu r e  using th e  collect ion o f  books,  
catalogs and co rre sp o n d en ce  o f  Louise  Becthel ,  
fi rs t  chi ldren 's  book editor in A m erica ,  and 
th r o u g h  in terv iew s  w ith  c o n te m p o ra r y  child
ren 's  w r i ters .  A Y
C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  U ., Fresn o;  G e o r g e  B. K a u f 
fm an: $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study A u g u st  S tr ind berg 's  
chemical  and a lchemical s tudies and th eir  
e f fe c t  on his l i terary  and dram atic  productions 
fo r  a series o f  art icles and ev en tually  a book 
analyzing th e  ro le  o f  th e  natura l  and occult 
sc ien ces  in th e  S w ed ish  dram atis t 's  li fe and 
work.  RO
C o m m u n ity  Sch ool D is tric t # 9 , B r o n x ,  N Y;  
L y nw ood  C o o p e r :  $ 5 7 , 2 0 9 .  T o  develop a new 
co u rse  o f  s tudy c en ter ed  on  reading w orks  o f  
"c la ss ic "  l i tera tu re .  ES
H arv ard  U ., C am brid g e ,  M A :  K ath ar in e  F. 
P antzer :  $ 9 7 , 4 1 0  O R ;  1 5 ,0 0 0  FM . T o  comple te  
th e  re vis ion  o f  Pollard and R ed grav e 's  Short- 
Title Catalogue, w h ich  lists  all e x ta n t  English 
printed m ater ials  fo r  th e  period 1 4 7 5 - 1 6 4 0 .  RC 
W illiam  J. H o u rih an , W ellesley Hill, MA: 
$ 2 , 3 7 0 .  T o  prepare  an article and a radio script 
on  th e  re la t ionship  o f  m enta l  illness to  an 
a rt is t 's  perception  and creat iv ity ,  th ro u g h  a 
study o f  th e  w ork  and unpublished papers  o f  
poet R o b e r t  Lowell.  A Y
Illin ois S ta te  U ., N orm al;  R o d g e r  L. T a rr :  
$ 2 2 , 9 9 5 .  T o  prepare  a b ib liography o f  th e  
printed and m an u scr ip t  w o rk s  o f  T h o m a s  C a r 
lyle. RC
A llen  J. K arzw eil, N ew  H aven ,  C T :  $ 2 , 1 5 2 .  T o  
compile ,  index and a n n o t a te  th e  collected cor
re sp o nd en ce  o f  th e  fou nd ing editor o f  th e  Parti
san Review, th e  nat ion 's  o ldest li terary/political  
quar ter ly .  A Y
La Salle C o lleg e , Philadelphia, PA; Leonid 
R u d ny tzky :  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra n s la te  and co m 
m e n t  on  O les  H o n ch ar 's  Sobor (The Cathedral), a
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Ukrainian  novel o f fe r in g  a wide ran ge  o f  
insights  into  life un d e r  soc ia lism /com m unism  
not usually t reated  in S o v ie t  l i tera tu re .  RL 
L ouisiana S ta te  U ., B a to n  R o u g e ;  B ever ly  Jar -  
re tt :  $ 3 , 8 0 5 .  T o  publish Faulkner's "Negro": A rt 
and the Southern Context, by T h a d io u s  Davis.  RP 
N o rth ern  K en tu ck y  U ., Highland Hts.;  P e ter  
Schif f :  $ 3 5 , 6 0 6 .  T o  cond uct a f iv e-w eek  
su m m e r  ins t i tu te  fo r  local secon dary  school  
English  te a ch ers  to in trod uce  th e m  to  " r e a d e r  
response  to  l i t e r a tu r e "  th eory ,  and a ssist  th em  
in s t r e n g th e n in g  th e ir  teach in g  o f  l i te ra tu re  
th ro u g h  th a t  w ork .  ES
P ierp on t M o rg an  L ib rary , N Y C ;  G era ld  G o t t 
lieb: $ 4 9 , 5 0 0  O R ,  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  prepare  a 
cata log o f  early  children 's  books in th e  P ierpont 
M o rg a n  L ibrary,  providing a m ajor  b ibliogra
phic tool  and a model for th e  standard cata log
ing o f  such a collection.  RC 
P u rd ue R esearch  F o u n d ation , W. Lafayet te ,  
IN; C h a r le s  S. Ross :  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  trans la te  and 
edit Orlando Innamorato (Orlando in Love) by 
Bo jardo,  a 1 5 t h - c e n t u r y  Italian poet  w h o  inf lu
enced A riosto  (O r land o  Furioso),  S p e n cer  
(Faerie Queen) and M il to n  (Paradise Regained). RL 
R esearch  Fo u n d ation  of S U N Y , Albany, NY; 
R od n ey  L. P a t te rso n :  $ 2 8 , 0 0 0 .  T o  trans la te  
and c o m m e n t  on A leksand r Blok 's  Critical Prose: 
Essays on Literature, A rt and Aesthetics, w hich  p ro 
vides in s ig h t  into R uss ian  and Eu rop e an  devel
op m en ts  o f  th e  early  2 0 t h  ce n tu r y ,  especially 
the  S y m b o lis t  m o v em en t .  RL 
R o o sev elt U ., C h icag o  IL; Jo h n  L. Foster:  
$ 3 9 , 7 6 6 .  T o  cata log inscribed p o t tery  f r a g 
m en ts  from  an cien t  Egypt;  th is collection is a 
p rim ary so u rce  fo r  th e  study o f  an cien t  Egyp
tian language and l i tera tu re .  RC 
R u tg ers  U . P ress, N e w  B ru n sw ick ,  NJ; H er b e r t  
F. M a n n :  $ 4 , 0 0 0 .  T o  publish  Defoe and the Uses of 
Narrative by M ichael  M. B oard m an .  RP 
Sain t Jo h n 's  U ., Jamaica ,  N Y ;  Je f f re y  C. K in k-  
ley: $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond u ct  a w o r k sh o p  on  C h i 
n ese  l i te ra tu re  produced in th e  People's  
Republic  o f  C h in a  and T a iw a n  during rou ghly  
th e  last decade. RD
Jodi L. S ax , Studio C ity ,  C A : $ 1 ,3 7 1 .  T o  
re se a rc h  fo r  and w r i te  an a rt icle  on th e  e f fec ts  
o f  th e  H olocaust  on  F ren ch  l i tera tu re .  A Y  
S tan fo rd  U ., C A ; A lbert  J. Gelpi : $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
hold a c o n fe re n c e  on  w o m e n 's  p oetry  in A m e r 
ica du rin g th e  last tw o decades.  RD 
S tan ford  U . P ress, C A ; Leon E. Se ltzer :  $ 6 , 2 2 0 .  
T o  publish An Iconographic Reading of the Canter
bury Tales by  V .A .  Kolve.  RP 
S tan fo rd  U. P erss, C A ; Leon E. Se ltzer :  $ 3 ,8 7 2 .  
T o  publish The Prodigal Daughter: A  Study of Push
kin's Prose Fiction, by Paul D eb rec zen y .  RP 
S tan ford  U . P ress, C A ; Leon E. S e l t z e r :$ 4 ,0 0 0 .  
T o  publish  Alexander Pushkin: Complete Prose Fic
tion, trans la ted  by Paul D ebreczen y .  RP 
T u lan e U ., N e w  O r le a n s ,  LA; T h o m a s  C.  
S tarn es :  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tran s la te  and c o m m e n t  
on prose and verse  narra t ives  o f  C .M .  Weiland, 
" t h e  G e r m a n  V o lta ire ,"  m a jo r  f igu re  in 1 8 t h -  
c e n tu r y  G e r m a n  classical l i terature .  RL 
U . of A lab am a, U niversity ;  David L. Miller:  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  hold a c o n fe re n ce  on th e role o f  
t h e o r y  in th e  study o f  l i terature.  RD 
U . of C alifo rn ia , Irv ine,  William J. Lillyman: 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct a sym posiu m  on G o eth e 's  
n a rra t iv e  fic tion. RD
U . of C alifo rn ia , Irv ine;  A lexan d e r  Gelley:  
$ 3 , 5 0 0 .  T o  tran s la te  th e  th eoret ica l  w ritings 
on l i terature,  philosophy and society  by N ova- 
lis, w hich c o n cern  G e r m a n  rom an tic ism  and 
idealism and a f fe c t  later aes th e t ic  th e o r y  in 
Eu rop e an  l i tera tu re .  RL
U. of C alifo rn ia , S a n ta  B arb ara ;  William R. 
R eard on:  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  plan o b serv a n ce  o f  the 
E u g en e  O 'N eil l  C e n te n n ia l .  A P  
U . of C h icag o , IL; Allen N. Fitchen : $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o

publish  The journey to the West, trans la ted  by 
A n th o n y  C . Yu. RP
U. of Illin ois, C h icag o  Circ le ;  L ore  Segal:  
$ 7 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra ns la te  th e  G e r m a n  1 7 th -c e n tu r y  
R u b ez a h l  Legend w ith  accom pan yin g  study o f  
la ter  v e rs ion s ,  to  trace  th e  deve lop m en t from  
simple folk to  R o c oco  ar t  tale . RL 
U . of N eb rask a, Lincoln; Willis G. Regier :  
$ 2 , 7 2 3 .  T o  publish The House o f Emerson by L e o 
nard Neu fe ld t.  RP
U . of T o ro n to , Canada;  P ru d en ce  T ra c y :  
$ 4 , 6 1 6 .  T o  publish The Structures o f M iddle High 
German A rthurian Romance by Jam es  Schultz .  RP 
V an d erb ilt U ., Nashville ,  T N ;  Fran k  P. G r i 
sham : $ 1 0 9 , 1 6 9 .  T o  process  a collection o f  
m ater ia ls  by and ab ou t  Baudelaire .  RC 
W ellesley  C o lleg e , M A ; L aw ren ce  A. R o se n -  
wald: $ 5 , 0 0 0  FM. T o  tra ns la te  a w o r k  w r i t te n  
in 1 9 6 4  by th e  Fren ch  scholar M au r ice  G o n -  
naud ab o u t  Ralph Waldo E m erson .  RL 
C av eh  R . Z ahed i, N e w  H aven ,  C T :  $ 2 , 4 2 0 .  T o  
t r a n s la te  M au r ice  B lan c ho t 's  Le Dernier Homme 
(T h e  Last  M an ) ,  a 1 9 5 3  "m etap hy s ica l  f ic t ion "  
by an inf luen tia l  F ren ch  philosopher-crit ic .  A Y

Philosophy

B eth leh em  A re a  Sch ool D is tr ic t, PA; A. T h o 
mas K a r tso t is :  $ 6 2 , 0 3 2 .  T o  expand a successful 
P hilosoph y fo r  C h ild re n  p ro g ra m  w h ich  pro
poses to  develop cri tical  th inking and logic in 
e le m e n ta r y  and middle school  s tudents .  ES 
Iren e  T . B loo m , H ast in g s -o n -H u d so n ,  NY: 
$ 1 3 , 1 0 0 .  T o  u n d e rta k e  th e  f irs t  com plete  
tran s la t io n  o f  K ’un-Chih (Notes on Knowledge Pain
fully Acquired) by Lo C h ' in - s h u n ,  seminal 
th in k e r  o f  1 6 t h - c e n t u r y  C h in a .  RL 
Fairfield  U ., C T ;  Lisa H. N ew ton :  $ 1 0 4 , 2 7 5 .  T o  
im p lem en t  a p rog ram  in Applied Ethics  for 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s ,  e sp ec ia l ly  p r e p r o f e s s io n a l  
s tu d e n ts .  ED
H av erfo rd  C o lleg e , PA; Lucius T .  O u tlaw :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 2 , 5 0 0  FM .  T o  hold an in te r n a 
tional c o n f e r e n c e  on  A fr ican  philosophy. RD 
J. G rah am  B ro w n  Sch ool, Je f fe r s o n  C o u n ty ,  
Louisville,  K Y ;  M a rt h a  R. Ellison: $ 6 , 2 4 8 .  T o  
provide in-serv ice  t ra in in g  fo r  sev en  teach ers  
w h o  will im p lem en t  th e  Philosophy For C h ild
ren  P ro g ra m  (M. Lipman) in grades 4 -1 0 .  ES 
M o u n t S en ario  C olleg e , Ladysm ith ,  WI; V ictor  
M. M acaru so :  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  develop and in t ro 
duce five n ew  courses  in ethics  and values as a 
c o re  curr icu lum . EP
S w arth m o re  C o lleg e , PA; M arion  J. Faber : 
$ 3 , 5 0 0  O R ;  $ 5 , 0 0 0  F M .  T o  t r a n s la t e  
N ietzsch e 's  Human, A ll-too-human  ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 8 7 8 ) .  
RL
U . of K en tu ck y , L e xing ton ;  R onald C.  Bruzina :  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  O R ;  $ 5 , 0 0 0  FM . T o  tra n s la te  and co m 
m e n t  on  th e  Sixth Cartesian M editation— Text and 
Husserlian Notations, w r i t te n  by th e  G e r m a n  phi
losopher Eugen Fink in cooperat ion  w ith  th e 
fo u n d er  o f  p h en o m e no lo g y ,  Edmund Husserl .  
RL
T u fts  U ., M ed ford ,  M A ; S tev e n  P. M arron e :  
$ 4 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  cond uct  an interdiscip linary study 
of th e  epistem ologica l  theor ies  o f  a group o f  
scho last ic  th in kers ,  associated w ith  an A u gus- 
tin ian  school  o f  th o u g h t  and active a t  th e  U n i
versit ies  o f  Paris  and O x f o r d  in th e  1 3 th  and 
early 1 4 t h  cen tu r ies .  RO 
U . of M ich igan , A n n A rbor ;  C h a r le s  Witke:  
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tran s la te  and c o m m e n t  on E ras
m us' Hyperaspistes, w hich c om p le tes  th e  s t r u c 
tu re  o f  his philosophical and theological debate  
w ith  M art in  L u th er  on th e  n a tu r e  o f  free  will. 
RL
U. of P en n sylv an ia , Philadelphia; Wilhelm  F.

H albfass:  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  
on  Classical Vaisesika and Nyaya "Ontology," an 
analysis  o f  S a n sk r i t  so u rces  clarifying h is to r i 
cal and philosophical implications o f  th ese  te x ts  
for W e s t e r n  philosophy. RL 
W esleyan  U ., M iddletow n,  C T ;  Philip P. Hallie: 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  plan and tes t  five interdiscip linary 
g e n e ra l  ed ucation  sem in ars  in h is tory ,  philo
sophy, and l i te r a tu r e  exp lor in g th e  w ay s  in 
w h ich  ethica l  s tandards a f f e c t  and are  a ffected 
by difficult ethical decisions.  EP________________

Religion

B aru ch  M . B o k ser, Albany, C A :  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
t r a n s la te  th e  tre a t ise  on  P a sso v er  in th e  Pales
t inian T a lm u d  (edited ca. 4 0 0  C o m m o n  Era), 
w hich  records rabbin ic  c o m m e n t a r y  at a t ime 
w h e n  P alestin ian  Je w s  faced th e  challenge o f  
legit im acy posed by th e  n ew  sta te  religion, 
C h ris t ian i ty .  RL
C iste rcia n  P u b lication s, In c ., Kalam azoo,  MI; 
R o z a n n e  E. Elder:  $ 5 , 1 8 6 .  T o  publish  Pachomian 
Koinonia III: Instructions, Letters and Other Writings of 
St. Pachomius, t rans la ted  by A rm a n d  Veilleux.  
RP
G rail M o v em en t, Loveland, O H ;  Joyce  M. D ie- 
tr ick: $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  T o  enlist  con su lta n t  services for 
th e  arch ives  o f  th e  Grail  M o v e m e n t ,  a s ignifi
c an t  org an iza t ion  for  m o d ern  C ath o l ic  chu rch  
m istory .  RC
H arv ard  U ., C am b rid g e ,  M A ;  Jo h n  P. T h o m a s :  
$ 3 2 , 5 6 5 .  T o  tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on  B y z a n 
t ine m o na s t ic  fou n d ation  d ocu m e n ts ,  descr ib 
ing m o n a s t ic  li fe from  th e  9 t h - 1 5 t h  centur ies .  
RL
I n s titu te  for th e  Stud y of H u m an Issues, Phila
delphia, PA; David D. S h u lm an :  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
t r a n s la te  and c o m m e n t  on th e  Sacred Tevaram  
Poems, re ligious te x ts  o f  medieval S o u th  India 
com p ris ing  a m a jo r  p art  o f  th e  sacred canon  o f  
Saiva H induism. RL
V in ay Lai, Balt im ore ,  M D ;  $ 2 , 1 8 0 .  T o  study 
Hindu and Ju d e o -C h r is t ia n  views on t h e  u s e  o f  
fast ing  as a n o nv io le nt  m ean s  o f  changing  th e  
social and political order.  A y  
N o rth  C aro lin a  S ta te  U ., Raleigh ;  Jam es  C. 
V a n d e r K a m :  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  prepare a cri tical  te x t  
and English  tran s la t ion  from  th e  H eb rew  of  
th e  Ethiopic Book o f the jubilees, th e  earliest  w r i t te n  
v e rs io n  (ca. 1 5 0  B .C .)  o f  biblical G e n e s is  1-  
Exodus 19 .  RL
O h io  S ta te  U ., R e s e a r c h  Fou nd ation ,  C o lu m 
bus; T a m a r  Rudavsky :  $ 1 , 3 0 6 .  T o  hold a c o n 
fe re n c e  e x am in in g  th e  co n cep t  o f  divine 
o m inisc ien ce  and o n m ip o ten ce  in Medieval 
Je w ish ,  Is lamic and C h ris t ia n  philosop hy. RD 
R esearch  F o u n d ation  of C U N Y ; H ow ard S. 
H arris :  $ 4 1 , 7 1 2 .  T o  introd uce th re e  n ew  
c o u rs es  in religion to form  th e  f irs t  relig ion 
c o n c e n tr a t io n  available in th e C U N Y  C o m 
m u n ity  Colleges .  EP
U . of P en n sylv an ia , Philadelphia;  S iegfried 
W enzel :  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  tra n s la te  and c o m m e n t  
on th e  Fasciculus, a Lat in  hand book  for  
pre ach ers  w r i t te n  by a Franciscan  a u t h o r  in 
England sh o rt ly  a f te r  1 3 0 0 .  T h e  te x t  conta ins  a 
gr e a t  s to r e  o f  in fo rm a t io n  on  th e  lives o f  c o m 
m on  people in England during th e  later Middle 
A ges.  RL

Social Science

A m istad  R esearch  C e n te r , N ew  O r le a n s ,  LA; 
C l i f ton  H. Jo h n so n :  $ 7 3 4 .  T o  im prove th e  C e n 

ter 's  archival m eth odology.  RC 
C a rn eg ie -M ello n  U ., P it tsb u rg h ,  PA; R o b ert  L. 
Feller:  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 .  T o  prepare  critical  and a n n o 
tated bib liographic  rev iew s on fu nd am ental  
aspects  o f  th e  de ter io ra t io n  o f  paper. RC 
C olu m b ia  U ., N Y C ;  David J. R oth m a n :  
$ 6 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study th e origins and c o n s e q u e n 
ces  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t  to  achieve social re fo rm  
th ro u g h  c o u r t  in te r v e n t io n  in 2 0 th -c e n tu r y  
Am erica .  RO
M assach u setts  In s titu te  of T ech n o logy  P ress,
C am brid g e ;  R o b e r t  Bolick: $ 5 , 1 3 7 .  T o  publish 
Development o f the Laws of Human Relations (H erm an  
H einrich  C o s s e n ) ,  t rans la ted  by Rudolph Blitz. 
RP
M id w est A rch iv es C o n feren ce , Urbana,  IL; 
P atr ick  M. Q u in n :  $ 1 ,0 5 2 .  T o  distribute  The

Proceedings o f the National Conference on Regional 
A rchival Networks. RC
N ew b erry  L ib rary , C h icag o,  IL: Janice  L. Reiff : 
$ 7 5 , 0 0 0 .  T o  study  social division o f  labor by 
analyzing e m p lo y m e n t  files o f  som e 2 5 0 0  
w o rk ers  in a su rb u rban  C h icag o  facility o f  the 
Pullman C o m p a n y  be tw ee n  1 8 9 5  and 19 6 7 .  RO  
R ice M u seu m , G e o r g e t o w n ,  S C ;  Jam es  A. 
Fitch:  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  T o  im prove th e  Rice M u se u m 's  
archival and l ibrary m ethods .  RC 
S o ciety  of A m erican  A rch iv ists , Chicago, IL; 
M ary  Lynn  R i tzen th a ler :  $ 1 4 4 , 7 2 4 .  T o  co n 
duct a w o r k sh o p  in basic archival conservat ion  
o f  ph otograp h ic  holdings.  RC 
S o u th  C aro lin a  H isto rica l S o ciety , C h a r le s 
ton ;  David O .  M o ltk e -H a n sen :  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .  T o  
im p rove th e  society 's  archival  m ethodology. 
RC
S ta te  H isto rica l Society  of W isconsin , M adi
son; Jo a n n e  E. H ohler:  $ 5 9 , 4 0 4 .  T o  establish  a 
s ta te -w id e  C o n s e r v a t io n  Services  C e n t e r  to  
assist  in s t i tu t io n s  in conserv in g  re search  
m aterials .  O n - s i t e  c onsu lta t ion ,  tra ining and 
labora tory  services are  am o n g  th e C e n t e r 's  
pro jec ted  activit ies.  RC
U . of K an sas, L aw ren ce ;  A n n  E. Hagedorn:  
$ 2 1 , 0 7 4 .  T o  prepare  a su b jec t  cata log o f  th e 
U n iversity 's  collection o f  books re la ted to  th e 
h is tory  o f  econom ics ,  th e  s t re n g th  o f  w hich is 
its p o s t - 1 8 5 0  fore ign  print m aterials .  RC 
U . of W ash in g to n , Seatt le ;  N aom i B. Pascall: 
$ 9 , 1 7 0 .  T o  publish  A rchival Theory and Practice in 
the United States: A  Historical Analysis by Richard
C . B e rn e r .  RP

Special P ro g ram s
AP P ro g ra m  D e v e lo p m e n t
A V  Sc ien ce ,  T e c h n o lo g y  and H u m a n  Values
A Y Y o u th g r a n t s
A Z  Y o u th  P ro je cts
E d u cation  P ro g ram s
EC C o n s u l ta n ts
E D  Im p lem en ta t ion
EH H igh er  Education
EP Pilot
E S  E le m e n ta ry  and Secon dary 
Plan n in g  A nd P olicy  A ssessm en t 
O P  P lanning and A s s e ssm e n t  Studies 
Public P ro g ram s
PL Libraries H u m an it ies  P ro je cts  
P M  M u s e u m s  and Historical  O r g a n iz a t io n s  

H u m an it ies  Pro jects  
PN M edia  H u m anities  P ro je cts  
R esearch  P ro g ram s  
R C  R e se a r ch  R eso u rces  
R D  R e s e a r c h  C o n fe r e n ce s  
R E Editions 
RI In tercu ltu ra l  Research  
RL T ra n s la t io n s  
R O  Basic  R esearch  
RP Publicat ions
R S  S ta te ,  Local and Region al  S tudies  
R T  R e se a r ch  T ools  
R V  C o n se r v a t io n  and P reservat ion
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'Elite Social Club'
I re c e n t ly  pu rlo ined  a copy o f  y o u r  D e c e m b e r ,

1 9 8 1 ,  issue, m o st ly  o u t  o f  curiosity . T h e r e  is a lot of  
good s tu f f  in th e re .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  m o st  o f  it is 
v irtually  u n read ab le ,  f ro m  th e  cov er  artic le  to  th e  
booklist.  Exam ple :

" T h e  sty le  o f  th is  in te llec tu a l  cha l leng e  to  th e  
in h er ite d  h ie ra rch ie s  m ay s ee m  a fa r  cry  f ro m  
th e  s tu d e n t  m o v e m e n ts  o f  th e  s ix ties ,  b u t  th e  
tw o  p h e n o m e n a  sh are  a basic  d is tru st  o f  im posed 
language . T h e y  each  re m in d  edu cational in s t i tu 
tions  o f  th e  will to  p o w e r  at w o r k  in supposedly  
a ltru istic  or  requ ired  activ it ie s . . . . "

Aside fro m  th e  var ious grand , u n su p p o rte d  and 
in co rre c t  a s su m p tio n s  in th e s e  se n te n ce s ,  w h a t  th e  
hell are  th e y  supposed  to  m ea n ?

M y  busin ess  involves co n su m in g  vast  a m o u n ts  
of w r i t t e n  m ateria l,  distilling it d ow n  to  a s e t  o f  
ce n tra l  ideas, and th e re b y  in fo r m in g  m y s e lf  on  a 
topic. If ne cessary ,  I m u s t  learn  a piece o f  w r it in g  so 
well th a t  I can  recog n ize  and explain  ev ery  p h ra se  
in it. I still have to  s tru g g le  w ith  y o u r  s tu ff .

N o, I am  n o t  say in g  th a t  y o u  sh ou ld  w r i te  fo r  
law y ers .  W h a t  I am  saying  is th a t  so m e o n e  w h o  has 
b ee n  to  s o m e  fairly  good schools  and w h o  w o rk s  
closely w i th  p ro se  all day long has a lot o f  t ro u b le  
w ith  y o u r  w r it in g .  Y o u  w r ite  on ly  fo r  y o u r  o w n  
p ro fe ss io n ,  if th a t .  D o e s  perhaps  a l ight b eg in  to  
dimly g low ? Is a sm all  c lue  d iscov ered  to  help 
explain w h y  h u m a n it ie s  are  " i n  t ro u b le "?

I w as  a m u sed  by th e  lip serv ice  paid to  th e  idea 
of exp an d ing  th e  scope o f  " L i t e r a t u r e . "  L ike  p o lit i
cians w h o s e  c o n s t i tu e n ts  are  suddenly  o u tv o te d  
due to  a v a s t  e x p a n s io n  o f  s u f fra g e ,  y o u  inv ite  th e  
groups w h o  n o w  hold p o w er  to  join you. B u t  n o t  
e v erybody. B e n n e t t  C e r f  m ay  co m e  in b u t  H u g h  
H e f fn e r  can  fo r g e t  it. A n d  will anybod y ever allow 
Jack  L o n d o n  to  be " l i t e r a tu r e " ?  N o w h e re ,  a n y 
w h e re ,  in y o u r  publication  w as th e r e  m e n t io n e d  
any a u th o r  th a t  I like to  read.

E xpan d  th e  scope  o f  " l i t e r a t u r e "  to  an y  real 
e x te n t?  N o t  likely. I hav e  alw ays fe lt  th a t  th e  m ain  
re a so n  people w e n t  in to  th e  l i te ra tu re  b u sin ess  w as 
to  avoid people  and th in g s  th a t  a r e " c o m m o n . " T h e  
very  co n c ep t  o f  L i te ra tu re  is an tiega li tar ian . H o w  
in th e  w o rld  can  you  th e n  com plain  th a t  th e  m a jo r 
ity are  n o t  in te re s te d  in w h a t  y ou  do? A n d  are  you 
su rp rised  th a t  th e y  do n o t  m u ch  like b e in g  d en i
g ra te d  fo r  n o t  learn in g  th e  skills to  p art ic ip ate  in a 
ritual  th a t  th e y  d on 't  g ive  a d am n ab o u t  a n y w ay ?  
Y o u  h av e  an e lite  social c lub  going. L o o k  a ro u n d  
you at th e  n e x t  c o n v e n t io n  you  g o  to. A n d  like all 
elite social clubs, y ou  will co n t in u e  to  a buse  y o u r  
"p le d g e s "  until  y ou  drive aw ay e v e ry o n e  w h o  
w a s n 't  b o rn  to  join.

T o  hav e  any w id espread  appeal, on e  m u st  
u n d e rs ta n d  m an y  d if fe re n t  kinds o f  people, h ow  
th e y  speak, w h a t  will u p se t  th e m  o r  p u t th e m  at 
ease , h o w  th e y  live, w h a t  th ey  read  (usually  
n o th in g )  and th e  p e rson a lit ies  w ith  w h o m  th e y  
identify .

B y  and large,  A m e r ic a  has  d on e  w ell fo r  i tself .  
A lm o s t  e v e r y o n e  ca n  a f fo rd  to  h a v e  w h a t  th e y  
w a n t ,  if n o t  p erh ap s  to  h a v e  th is  y e ar 's  gold-plated  
m odel.  A n d , th r o u g h o u t  h is to ry ,  m o s t  people  h a v e  
n o t  b e e n  m u ch  in te r e s te d  in th e  " f i n e r  th in g s . "  
O n e  ju s t  h e a r s  a lo t m o r e  f r o m  th e s e  people  n o w  
b ec a u se  th e y  ta lk  w ith  th e ir  pay check s !. . .  A r e  you 
fo lks  in " T h e  H u m a n i t ie s "  going  to  th r o w  y o u r  
w e ig h t  in to  "h o ld in g  th e  l in e "  a g a in st  w h a t  th e

v e ry  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  people w a n t ,  o r  are  yo u  going  
to  p i tch  in and t r y  to  be a p a rt  o f  w h a t  th e y  w a n t?  
T h e  p o w e r  and th e  m o n e y  are  o u t  t h e r e — in th e  
w alle t  and spare  t im e  o f  E v e r y m a n — a re  y o u  going 
to  u se  it o r  f ig h t  it?

L e t  m e f in ish  by g e t t in g  b ack  to  th e  point.  
C le a n  up y o u r  w r it in g .  V ir tu a l ly  e v e ry  s e n te n c e  in 
y o u r  pu b lica t io n  v io la tes  th e  ru les  o f  c lear, conc ise  
w r it in g  th a t  I w as ta u g h t  in th e  e le v e n th  grade. 
M a y b e  w h e n  th e  a v e ra g e  co llege  g ra d u a te  can 
u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  y o u  a re  say ing  w ith o u t  being 
re q u ired  to  read  it t h r e e  t im e s  th e n  m ay b e  y o u  can 
g e t  h im  to  read  y o u r  s t u f f  and  th e  " l i t e r a t u r e "  (etc.) 
th a t  y o u  w r i te  a b o u t .  T h e n  y o u  can  s ta r t  t ry in g  to  
re a c h ,  i f  y o u  ca re  to , th e  o t h e r  9 0  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
l i te ra te  world.

A f t e r  th e  s e l f - s e rv in g  a t te m p t s  to  save  and /or  
p ro m o te  a livelihood are  s o r te d  o u t ,  y o u r  pu blica 
t io n  basically  p ro m o te s  ideas th a t  I ag re e  w ith .  T h is  
is obviou s.  O t h e r w i s e  th is  l e t t e r  w o uld  n e v e r  hav e  
b e e n  w r i t t e n . . . .  T h a n k  y ou  fo r  y o u r  patience.

— A n d r e w  F r e n c h  L o o m is  
Attorney at Law 

San Francisco, CA

Literacy and Literary Criticism
Y o u r  re c e n t  issue  on " l i t e r a tu r e  and l iterary  

c r i t ic is m "  pro v oca t iv e ly  re ca p itu la te s  th o se  p ro b 
lem s w h ich  c o n s t i tu te  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  critical 
scen e  (cr it ic / te x t ,  " c r e a t iv e " / " c r i t i c a l , "  t e a c h e r /s tu 
dent)  and, a t  lea st  in o n e  in s tan ce ,  p re s e n ts  specific 
re c o m m e n d a t io n s  as to  h o w  we, as critics  and 
te a ch e rs ,  should  go ab o u t  th e  bu sin ess  o f  cr it ic iz 
ing and educating .

C e r ta in ly  th e re  is a w id en ing  and, fo r  m an y  of 
us, d is tu rb ing  gap b e tw e e n  d if fe re n t  schools  of 
c r it ic ism  and, m o re  crucially , b e tw e e n  te a ch e rs  and 
s tu d e n ts — b e tw e e n ,  in o t h e r  w o rd s ,  te a ch e rs  w h o  
h a v e  b ee n  tra ined  to  th in k  and w r ite  in th e  m o st 
so p h is tica ted  o f  critical codes and s tu d e n ts  w h o  are 
n o t  only  " i g n o r a n t "  o f  such  codes but o f  th e  m o st 
basic  o f  read ing  and w rit in g  s tra te g ies .  B u t  if  it is 
tru e  as M u rra y  S c h w a r tz  says th a t  " s tu d e n ts  m ay 
be l i te ra te  in w ays kept hidden fro m  th e  c lass
r o o m ,"  th e  q u e s t io n  is h o w  do w e in te g ra te  th o se  
co v er t  skills in to  th e  cu rr icu lu m . T h a t  is, g iven th a t  
s tu d e n ts  can  in so m e  sen se  " r e a d "  a rock  c o n c e r t  or 
soap op era ,  h o w  does th is  s ig n if ica n t  activity , semi- 
ologically  speaking , re la te  to  read ing  and w rit in g  in 
t h e — I a lm o st  w r o t e — p rim ary  sen se .  D err id a ,  o f  
co u rse ,  has ta u g h t  us th a t  it is im possible  to privi
lege  o n e  kind o f  read ing  (scan n in g  a printed  page) 
w ith o u t  implicitly  doing violence to  and ren d er in g  
in fe r io r  o t h e r  kinds (say, to  be b o th  polem ical and 
topical, " r e a d in g "  General Hospital).

W h ich  b r in g s  us to  a n o t h e r  on e  o f  S ch w a rtz 's  
po in ts :  w e m u s t  ta k e  c o n te m p o ra ry  cu ltu re  
ser io u s ly  e n o u g h  to  b ring  it back w ith in  th e  walls 
o f  o u r  n a rro w ly  conceived  castle  o f  literacy. A nd if 
w e are  willing to  ser io u sly  con sid er  a ltern a t iv e  
s ty les  o f  " r e a d in g ,"  w e m u st  a lso be willing to 
in tro d u c e  e x tr a - l i te ra ry  media in to  th e  c lassro om . 
H av ing  done th is ,  w e m ig h t  be surprised  to  find 
o u rs e lv e s  in a posit ion  to  acq u ain t  s tu d e n ts  w ith  
th a t  critical lan g u ag e  o f  s igns and signifiers  and 
significance w h ich  w ould be m o st  appropriate  to 
th e ir  " r e a d in g "  skills.

C le ar ly ,  th is  is eas ie r  said th a n  done, entailing 
as th e  above re v is io n is t  n o t io n  does a re c o n s t i tu 
t ion  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  l i te racy  in g e n era l  (w hich 
p erh ap s  should be seen  in te rm s  o f  sem io logy  
ra th e r  th a n  " re a d in g  and w r i t in g "  in th e  c o n v e n 
tional sen se )  and o f  th e  l i te rary  can o n  in part icu lar  
(w h ich  should  be expanded, ad m ittedly  w ith  dis
c re t io n ,  to  include such  significant activities  as popu
lar f ic t ion , film, m usic , co m m e rc ia l  te levis ion , etc.).  
W h a t  th is  m e an s ,  finally, is th a t  w e m u s t  re th in k  
and r e s t r u c tu r e  ou r  w h ole  approach  to  th e  h u m a n 
ities ,  a task  th a t  is daily b eco m in g  m o re  and m o re  
im p e ra t iv e ,  in a jo b -sc a rc e ,  in f la t io n a ry  t im e  as the

p r e s e n t  w h e n  " a r t s  and le t t e r s "  are  less and less 
able to  a t t r a c t  th e ir  s h a re  o f  th e  b est  s tu d en ts .

I w ould be re m iss ,  th o u g h ,  if I did n o t  conclude 
w ith  o n e  im p o r ta n t  caveat :  th a t ,  m y critical c o m 
m e n ts  to  th e  c o n t ra ry ,  I feel th e r e  is n o  b e t t e r  w ay 
to  tra in  on e 's  m ind and sensibil ity  th a n  to  try  to  put 
one 's  th o u g h ts  and fe e l in g s — h o w e v e r  superficial 
o r  p ro fo u n d , s im ple  or  co m p le x — on  paper.

— R o b e r t  M i k l i t s c h  
Department of English 

SU N Y  at Buffalo

Rethinking Geoffrey Hartman
W h a t  p ro m p ted  P r o fe s s o r  G e o f f r e y  H a r tm a n  

to re a f f i rm  " t h e  C r e a t iv e  F u n c t io n  o f  C r i t i c i sm "  in 
Humanities, D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 8 1 ?  His W ildean paradox, 
tu rn in g  on  its ear  T .S .  Eliot's  fo rm u la t io n  o f  the 
F u n c t io n  o f  C r it ic ism , declaring th a t  criticism  
r a t h e r  th a t  p o etry  o u g h t  to be consid ered  as "a u to -  
te l ic ,"  an end in itself ,  sets  th e  read er  up to  im agine  
th a t  th e re  is a kind of h ig h er  cr it ic ism  th a t  is v a lua
ble th o u g h  p e rfe c t ly  useless . In o rd er  to  b ring  o f f  
th is  tra n sv a lu a t io n ,  l i te ra tu re  (th e  re s t  o f  it) m u st  
be d em y stif ied  and ta k e n  d ow n fro m  its p ed es
tal. T h e  a u th o r i ty  o f  Lacan is invoked to prove 
th a t  l i te ra tu re  is actually  can n ib a l is t ic— endo- 
cannibalis t ic :  it feeds on its a n c e s to r s — th o u g h  
its d ig estio n  is n o t  very  e ff ic ie n t .  Like o th e r  a r t i 
fac ts ,  w e  are  told, w o rk s  o f  a r t  are  n o t  w ell-m ade: 
th e y  a t te m p t ,  w i th o u t  succeeding , to  "h o m o g e n iz e  
c o n tra d ic to ry  or  d isparate  fe a tu r e s . "  B u t  readers 
w h o ,  now ad ays,  " l ive  cri t ica lly "  are  n o t  to be 
deceived by th e s e  fa i lu res  o f  art .  T h e y  are  willing to 
" t o l e r a t e "  th e  d er iv at io n s  and tra ce s  o f  " im m e d ia te  
m a ter ia l  and social p r e s s u r e s "  th a t  d is figu re  w orks 
of  l i te ra tu re ,  and are  c o n t e n t  th e m s e lv e s  to "ab id e  
in am b ig u ity ."

N o t  th a t  P ro fe s s o r  H a rtm a n  w ish es  to  l ib era te  
cr it ic ism  e n tire ly  fro m  th e  social responsib i li ty  of 
e n g a g in g  in use fu l  w o rk . Especially at s ta te  u n iv e r 
sit ies ,  he believes, th e re  is a co n t in u in g  need to do 
s o m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  n e w  ill iteracy exh ibited  in the  
m a n i fe s t  " d e te r io r a t i o n "  o f  read ing , speaking, and 
w rit in g . W h a t  precise ly  e d u cation  m u st  do to  bring 
ab o u t  d esirable  im p ro v e m e n ts  is hardly  indicated. 
H a r tm a n  recalls  th e  case o f  a P resid entia l  speech 
w r i te r  w h o  res ig ned  in o rd er  to  find his o w n  voice. 
P re s u m a b ly  critics  could point to  this  p a th e tic  case 
as a w a r n in g  to  s tu d e n ts  not to  g e t  m ixed up w ith  
th e  g o v e r n m e n t  if th e y  w a n t  to  do creative ,  se lf-  
e x p lo r a to ry  w rit in g .  M o re  positively, s tu d en ts  
m ig h t  be e n co u ra g ed  to  cu lt iv a te  th e  critical essay 
as an a n tid o te  to  c u r r e n t  sty listic  d efo rm it ies .  T h e  
tro u b le  is th a t  H a r tm a n  w o n 't  tell us w h ich  models 
o u g h t  to  be advocated. O f  th e  n am e s  he  m e n tio n s ,  
he  can  hardly  m ean  to put fo rw a rd  Lacan, or Black- 
m u r,  or  A d o rn o  and H o r k h e im e r  as exem p lary  
essay is ts .  "E l io t  w r o te  w ith  b rev ity  and e le g an ce ,"  
b u t  it is H a r tm a n 's  th es is  th a t  Eliot w as  all w ron g . 
Leavis  had a c o m m e n d a b le  "a n x ie ty  co n c ern in g  
cu ltu ra l  s ta n d a rd s ,"  but e v e ry o n e  k n ow s Leavis 
w a s n ' t  m u ch  o f  a w r ite r .  T h e n  th e re  is G e o rg e  
O rw e l l ,  w h o  " n o te d  so m e  tim e a g o "  th a t  pro se  is 
part icu larly  v u ln era b le  to  " to ta l i ta r ia n  p re s s u re s "  
and w h o  w r o te  7 9 8 4 — w h ich  is com in g  r ig h t  up. 
B u t  O r w e l l  w as  a plain dealer,  no ally o f  any cause 
th a t  o b fu sc a te s .  T h e  a u th o r  o f  "P o lit ics  and the 
English  L a n g u a g e "  would have had no patience 
w ith  th o se  u n n am e d  a u th o rs  w h o  s tand  to  b en e fi t  
fro m  H a r tm a n 's  hidden agenda fo r  au to te lic  cr i t i 
c ism , w h ich  is w r i t t e n  b e tw e e n  th e  lines o f  his last 
paragraph .

In th e  end P r o fe s s o r  H a r tm a n  ad vocates  an 
a u to n o m o u s  cr it ic ism  th a t  will re sp ect  " t h e  c o m 
plex ity  o f  its o w n  e n te r p r is e ,"  th a t  will b road en  
" o u r  sen sit iv ity  to  all kinds o f  speech , h o w e v e r  
s t ra n g e  th e ir  d e c o ru m ,"  and th a t  will n e v e r  give up 
"v a lu in g  w o rk s  th a t  perp lex  us b eca u se  th e ir  a r t  is 
so d if f icu lt  o r  in w r o u g h t . . . . "  T h e  c o n te x t  forbids 
th e  in fe re n c e  th a t  th is  is supposed to be an apology 
fo r  B lack  E ng lish  or  Finnegans W ake. N o, th e  b en e fi -
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ciaries  o f  th is  L acan ian  u m b re l la  are  th o se  c o h o rts  
in cr i t ic ism  w h o  are unw ill ing or un able  to exp ress  
th e m s e lv e s  w ith  c lar ity  and precision , u n e q u iv o 
cally, on  an y  q u e s t io n . T h e  re ad er  is put in a posi
t ion  w h e r e  he or she  is supposed  to  believe th a t  
op aqu e  critical fo rm u la t io n s  are  p ro m p ted  by the  
cre a t iv e  "cr it ica l  sp ir it ."  H a r tm a n  w ish e s  to  issu e  a 
critica l  l icense  still  m o re  p erm issiv e  th a n  th e  trad i
tional poetic  l icense. S ince  advanced  m o d e rn is ts  
hav e  s h o w n  th a t  th e  p oets  are  n o t  n o w  to  be 
tru s te d ,  th e ir  l icenses  m ay  be rev o ked  w ith o u t  loss 
to th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  h u m a n is ts .  It is critics  w h o  
need  th e  n e w  d ispensation ; indeed, it had a lready 
b e e n  claim ed ev en  b e fo re  H a r tm a n 's  p ro n o u n c e 
m e n ts .  H ave w e  n o t  heard  h e a v y  critical ta lk  self
identified  as a " p o e m ? "  O r  e v en  as a " s t r o n g  
p o e m ? "

T h e  typical learn ed  and opaque w r it in g s  th at  
w ould  be leg it im ated  as perhaps th e  h ig h e s t  e x e r 
cise o f  " t h e  critical sp ir it , "  by P r o fe s s o r  H a rtm a n 's  
principles are , o f  co u rse ,  p o w erless  to  a r re s t  the  
slide in to  th e  social e lite  vs. prole  re la t io nsh ip s  
fo r e s e e n  in 1984 . Indeed, th e y  are  s y m p to m s o f  the  
split . S u c h  m an ip u la tion s  or  w o rd s  are  designed to 
m y st i fy ,  n o t  to  expand im ag in ativ e  hor izo n s .  
T h o u g h t s  con v ey ed  so darkly are not co m p e te n t  to  
e x p re s s  th e  critica l  spirit o r  to  talk  ab o u t ,  or  p ro 
duce, art.

— J o h n  E. G r a n t
Department of English 

University of Iowa

Folklore's unique contribution
A f te r  read ing  th r o u g h  th e  F e b ru a ry ,  1 9 8 2 ,  

H um anities,.. .h o w  glad I am  th a t  y o u 're  paying good 
a t te n t io n  to  fo lk lore . T h a t 's  b een  a long tim e 
c o m in g — K e ep  it up!

F o lk lo rists  d raw  on  th e  k n ow led g e  and p e rs 
pectives  o f  o t h e r  h u m a n is ts ;  th a t 's  p re tty  m u ch  
tak e n  fo r  g ra n ted . W h a t  need s to  be  s h o w n — w h a t 
y o u 'v e  done w ith  th e  R h o d e  Island re p o rt ,  for  
in s ta n c e — is th a t  fo lk lo r is ts  m ak e  th e ir  o w n  unique  
c o n tr ib u t io n ,  o n e  th a t  co m p le m e n ts  th o se  o th e r  
m o re  estab lished  and recog nized  fields. T h is  give 
and take  sh o w s up e ls e w h e re  in th e  F e b ru a ry  issue, 
th o u g h  n o t  alw ays p re s e n te d  in te rm s  o f  fo lk lore ; 
I 'm th in k in g  h e re  o f  A lan  L o m a x 's  su rv e y  o f  dance 
sty les ,  E lizabeth  B e th e l 's  te ch n iq u e s  in d o c u m e n t
ing P rom ise la n d , and G e o r g e  Farr 's  r e fe re n c e  to 
D A R E  [D ic t io n a ry  o f  A m e r ica n  R e g io n a l  English]. 
I h o p e  you 'l l  include m o re  su ch  a cco u n ts  in fu tu re  
issu es .  T h e y  s h o w  h o w  th e  E n d o w m e n t  can reach  
d irectly  in to  co m m u n it ie s ,  to  v ery  basic and sign ifi
ca n t  aspects  o f  people 's  l ives— a ce n tra l  c o n c e rn  to 
fo lk lor is ts ,  o f  cou rse .  I take  this  to be an e xce lle n t  
use  o f  tax  dollars; and th a t  th e  e x t e n t  th a t  th e  
people w h o s e  lives hav e  b een  en r ich ed  also sen se  
th is  d irect co n n e c t io n ,  I dare say th e  E n d o w m e n t  
can c o u n t  on g r e a te r  public supp ort  fo r  its 
p ro g ram s. . . .

— Ju d ith  M c C u l lo h
Associate Editor 

University o f Illinois Press

Folklife and cultural expression
I read w ith  g re a t  p leasu re  th e  var ious artic les  

in th e  F e b ru a ry ,  1 9 8 2 ,  issue  o f  Humanities dealing 
w ith  fo lklife  and trad itional cu ltu re .  In an age 
w h e r e  w e  are  search in g  fo r  c o n t in u ity  and m e a n 
ing to  o u r  lives, th e  R h o d e  Island Folklife  P ro je c t  is 
in th e  fo r e f r o n t  o f  b ring ing  ou r  every d ay  e x p e 
r ien ce  u n d er  h u m a n ist ic  scru tin y . S tu d ies  such  as 
th e  R h o d e  Island Folklife  P ro je c t  and the world 
e th n o g r a p h y  o f  dance cond u cted  by D r. Alan 
L o m a x  are  e xp lor in g  th e  a e sth e t ic s  o f  every d ay  life 
to rev ea l  th e  ro le  fo lklife  plays in shaping  cu ltu ral  
e x p ress io n s  as a w hole . As a fo lk lorist ,  I look f o r 
w ard  to  hea r in g  o f  m o re  such  p ro jec ts  in th e  

f u t u r e - P e g g y  A. B u lg e r
Folklife Programs A dm inistrator 

Florida Folklife Program

Challenge Grant Program
C h a n g e s  in th e  E n d o w m e n t 's  legislative  a u th o r i ty  
h a v e  m odified  ce r ta in  p rovision s in th e  C h a llen g e  
G r a n t  P ro g ra m . T h e  n e w  p rovision s are  in co rp o 
ra ted  in th e  Guidelines, n o w  available f ro m  th e  P u b 
lic A f fa irs  O ff ice .  T h e  n e w  Guidelines co n ta in  
detailed in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  p ro g ra m  ob jectives ,  use 
o f  fu n d s,  g ra n t  a m o u n ts ,  eligibility, sou rce s  of 
m a tc h in g  g ifts ,  re v iew  cri ter ia  and p ro ced u res ,  
t im e ta b le ,  and applications filed ag a in st  th e  S e p 
te m b e r ,  1 9 8 2 ,  deadline.

F or  copies o f  th e  n e w  guidelines, w r ite  to C hal
lenge Grant Guidelines, M ail  S to p  3 5 1 ,  N ational

E n d o w m e n t  fo r  th e  H u m a n it ie s ,  W a sh in g to n ,  
D .C .  2 0 5 0 6 .

Research Conferences
A frican Philosophy: A n International Research Confer- 

e « « /H a v e r fo rd  C o llege,  P A /Ju ly  2 0 -2 3 / c o n ta c t  
Lucius T .  O u t la w  ( 2 1 5 ) 8 9 6 - 1 0 3 1

C hurchm en and the W estern Indians, 1 8 4 8 -  
1 9 2 0 /U ta h  S ta te  U n iv er is ty ,  L o g a n /A u g u st  5 -  
7 /c o n ta c t  C lyd e  A. M iln er  II ( 8 0 1 ) 7 5 0 - 1 2 9 0

In ternational C om parative L iterature A ssociation  
Triennial Congress!N e w  Y o r k  U n iv e rs i ty /A u g u st  2 2 -  
2 9 /c o n ta c t  A n n a  E. B a lak ian  ( 2 1 2 ) 5 9 8 - 3 2 6 9
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T he scribe, inserting a missing line from Psalm 127 
of the Latin Vulgate in an English Psalter, ca. 1300, 
is a metaphor for medieval studies.

Subject to historical revision ever since Gib
bon, the Middle Ages have been interpreted and 
reinterpreted according to the prevailing currents 
of the contem porary culture in every century.

Victorian romanticists, swept along by an 
“emotional and aggressive form of nationalism, 
encouraging governm ents to subsidize scholarly 
investigations into national 'origins,' gave medieval 
studies a new and bright currency," according to 
Norman C antor, Page 1.

In the early part of the tw entieth  century, 
historians focused on the significance of medieval 
administrative, legal, economic, and constitutional 
history. So that while "historians of the nineteenth 
century had little doubt that the Middle Ages were 
a golden age of parliamentary life," writes Thom as 
Bisson on Page 8, the views of historian A. B. White 
"spoke of 'self governm ent at the king's command.' 
Such revisionist views were profoundly disturb
ing. If medieval representation could not be under
stood as a precocious bourgeois liberalism, one of 

 the crown jewels of medievalism seemed lost."
A nother great wave of revisionism occurred in 

t he thirties when material culture was first used to 
explore the quality of everyday medieval life. Erika 
Laquer points out on Page 5 that "cultural anthro
pologists have sensitized medieval historians to the 
importance of kin structure, notions of honor...and 
the roles of cerem ony and ritual." T he current use 
of social history to examine the history of medieval 
women as well as other previously ignored groups 
flows directly from this fifty-year-old "n ew " 
scholarship.

Perhaps the fascination of the Middle Ages lies 
in the fact that there is always a "missing line," 
something new to be discovered. T h e  line that our 
scribe is inserting—" T h y  children as olive plants 
round thy table"— seems to presage Mr. Cantor's 
prediction that "medieval studies may be on the 
verge of another golden age."

—Judith Chaves Neiman


