
Humanities
An Illuminating Experience
O rd inarily  an exh ib ition  of 11 rare A rm enian illu m i­
nated m anuscrip ts m ight not cause the genera l pub lic  
to make a mad dash to the local art museum . Owing 
to the eso teric  nature of these anc ient books the ir 
d isp lay  m ight be expected to d raw  on ly a handful of 
scholars.

But the nine G ospe ls and two Hym nals shown at The 
W alters A rt G a lle ry in Baltim ore, Md., w ith assistance 
from  an NEH grant, constitu te  the largest group of 
A rm enian m anuscrip ts  in th is  country. P roduced be­
tween the 10th and the 17th centuries, they provide an 
overv iew  o f m ajor phases in the history o f Arm enian 
illum ina tion , as w e ll as a varie ty of reg ional styles.

The ancient k ingdom  of A rm enia, where these m anu­
scrip ts  were produced, cam e into ex istence tow ard the 
end o f the 7th cen tury B. C. in southw est Asia. Extend­
ing at tim es from  the G reater Caucausus mountain 
range on the northeast to the M editerranean Sea on 
the west, th is  area m arks the source of the T igris, the 
Euphrates, and the Aras Rivers. T hroughout its long 
and tu rbu len t h is to ry A rm en ia  was a sm all state s trug ­
g ling  to m aintain its independence between poweriu l 
ne ighbors to east and west. The A rm enian King 
T irida tes was converted to C hris tian ity  by St. G regory 
the Illum ina tor in abou t 300 A. D. a fter w h ich  his k in g ­
dom  becam e the firs t country to adop t C hris tian ity  as 
the state re lig ion .

In the process of exh ib iting  the crea tions of the de ­
scendants of th is  anc ien t c iv iliza tion , the G a lle ry ’s 
C urator of M anuscrip ts  and Rare Books, Dr. Lilian 
M. C. Randall, set out to make illustra ted m anuscrip ts 
understandab le  as cu ltu ra l expressions in an exh ib ition 
running from  Novem ber 10, 1974, to February 9, 1975. 
Her approach dem onstra ted that a broadened hum an­
is tic  in te rpre ta tion  through educa tiona l a ids could 
create pub lic  understand ing and in terest in these e lab­
orate and rich ly  decora ted  m anuscrip ts. Proof of the 
va lid ity  of th is con cep t was the 72,391 vis ito rs who 
were drawn to the exh ib ition .

To present m anuscrip ts  to a pu b lic  w h ich  usually 
sees on ly ind iv idua l “ leaves”  or pages of books, Mrs. 
Randall insta lled tw o m icro film  readers in the exh ib i­
tion. One m ach ine held two fu ll- len g th  c o lo r film s of 
two o f the m ost appea ling  and sum ptuous m anu­
scrip ts , enab ling v is ito rs  to feel they were turn ing the 
b o o ks ’ pages. By opera ting  the m ach ine themselves, 
view ers becam e active ly  involved in exam in ing both

text and pictures.
The second R eader-P rin te r contained m icro film  of 

another m anuscrip t from  w h ich  viewers cou ld  make 
p rin t-ou ts  o f im ages on the screen before them . Som e 
three thousand of the exh ib ition  v is ito rs ava iled the m ­
selves o f th is prin ting service. Together, the two 
m achines enab led guests to see both text and o rn a ­
m ented pages of entire m anuscrip ts, rather than on ly  
two open pages o f a book.

O ther v isual a ids that proved enorm ously popu la r 
w ith the pub lic  were a large map illustra ting  sites 
where m anuscrip ts  were produced and a 12-m inute 
s lide  presenta tion show ing views of the A rm enian 
countrys ide, vegetation, a rch itec tura l sites, and pages 
from  m anuscrip ts  show ing loca l flo ra  and fauna. The 
m ap he lped c la rify  the great varie ty of reg ional styles 
represented in the m anuscrip ts, w h ile  the s lide  p res­
entation brought the v is ito r c loser to the coun try  that

“ T h e  E va n g e lis t M a tth e w ,”  fro m  the  F o u r G o sp e ls , e a rly  
17th ce n tu ry , paper.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES □  VOLUME V □  NUMBER 2 □  APRIL 1975



“ P o rtra it o f th e  E va n g e lis t J o h n ,”  fro m  th e  F o u r G osp e ls , A . D. 1488, paper.

gave these books the ir spec ia l character.
As stated in the cata logue, “ The large num ber that 

has survived desp ite  the destruction  w rought by tim e 
and man testifies to the im portan t p lace they occup ied  
in the lives of the people. The m anuscrip ts  were c o n ­
s idered as p ledges fo r the salvation of the donors, as 
im perishab le  treasures set in heaven, and th is  also 
exp la ins the  fac t tha t A rm enian m anuscrip ts  are rarely 
anonym ous p roductions. The sponsors, as w e ll as the 
scribes and the painters, w ished to record the ir names 
in tes tim ony of the ir p ious act and so tha t they m ight 
be reca lled  in the prayers of all those who had o c c a ­
sion to use these m anuscrip ts .”

In add ition  to the devices a lready described , 24 
lum inous co lo r transparenc ies  m ounted in light boxes 
em phasized the v iv id ly  co lo red  and g ilded  patterns of 
A rm en ian m anuscrip ts, as w ell as the great va rie ty  of 
decora tion . These qua lities  were fu rthe r illustra ted  by 
A rm en ian textiles and m eta lw ork from  the W alters c o l­

Prin ts courtesy The W alters Art

lection . In the e xh ib itio n ’s second gallery, en la rge ­
ments o f m in iatures, appropria te  lite rary excerpts, and 
a chart show ing the A rm enian a lphabet and English 
equ iva lent sounds filled  the w alls.

A spec ia l im petus fo r the exh ib ition  was the recently 
published com prehens ive  cata logue, Arm en ian M anu­
scrip ts  in The W alters A rt Gallery, by an expert in the 
fie ld, Dr. S ira rp ie  Der Nersessian. She also authored 
the e xh ib itio n ’s P icture Book, An In troduction  to A r­
m enian M an uscrip t Illum ina tion , w h ich  was both- rich ly  
illustra ted and m odestly  priced, thanks to an NEH 
subsidy. S upp lem enting  these pub lica tions  were in fo r­
m ational hand lis ts  p laced at the exh ib ition 's  entrance.

By putting the m anuscrip ts  in to as w ide a fram e­
w ork as poss ib le  through the exh ib ition  a ids d iscussed 
above, Mrs. Randall and the G alle ry m ade illustra ted 
books com e alive in a way tha t cou ld  serve as a m odel 
fo r o ther ins titu tions seeking m ore effective m ethods 
to d isp lay  the ir treasures. □

“ The R ich  Y oung  M a n ,”  from  the  
F o u r G ospe ls .

G allery

T ’o ro s  R o s lin : “ N a tiv ity  and th e  A d o ra tio n  o f th e  S h e p h e rd s ,"  fro m  the  F o u r 
G osp e ls , A . D. 1262, ve llu m .

G osp e ls  o f the  T ra n s la to rs , A. D. 966, ve llu m , o ld e s t A rm e ­
n ian  m a n u s c r ip t in an A m e rica n  c o lle c tio n .



Grant Profiles

Focus on Lumberton
This expose of sm a ll-tow n U.S.A. may not make the na­
tiona l splash of that o ther in tim ate area study, Tally 's  
Corner, but it ’s a sure bet that Focus on Lum berton, 
w ritten by 12 students from  Tem ple Un iversity and due 
fo r lim ited  re lease in Septem ber, w ill be the hottest 
item  on record in Lum berton, New Jersey.

Not m uch happens in Lum berton. Located barely 20 
m iles east of P h ilade lph ia  between M edford and M ount 
H o lly  on the edge of South Jersey ’s Pine Barrens, the 
tow n is access ib le  but d e c id ed ly  out of the way. And 
tha t's  the way the residents like it. A fte r 291 years on 
the map, the tow nsh ip  o f Lum berton— with a po pu la ­
tion  of 4500 peop le  on 13.5 acres, 80 percent of wh ich 
is still p lan ted annua lly  w ith  corn, cabbages and tom a­
toes— has taken steps to ensure that its fu ture does 
not lose touch w ith its past. W ary of deve lope rs  c ir ­
c ling  in from  the west, Lum berton passed a tow nship 
o rd inance  in February 1975 dec la ring  itse lf an h is to ri­
cal landm ark d is tric t.

Until May 1974 not m uch thought was pa id to the 
preserva tion of h is to ric  Lum berton— indeed very little  
was known about the loca le . There was no h is torica l 
society, and desp ite  the fact that Main Street had 
changed little  s ince the days of the ir g rea t-g rea t- 
g randparents, m ost Lum berton residents considered 
the ir town w ithou t d is tinc tio n— just another m idd le - 
c lass, m idd le -A m erican  town. In the w ords of V ice ­
m ayor P h ilip  Yannella, “ History, construed as great 
events, was never made in Lum berton, New Jersey ."

But Mr. Yannella, known otherw ise as Dr. Yannella, 
assistant pro fessor of English and Am erican Studies 
at Tem ple University in P hiladelph ia , knew better. A 
study of Lum berton in fac t seem ed just the p ro jec t for 
h is A m erican S tud ies students. For if Lum berton was 
and rem ains an undeve loped m idd le -c lass, m idd le - 
Am erican com m unity, it is p rec ise ly  those soc io log ica l 
aspects tha t m ake it of h is to rica l interest.

The course subsequently  named by Yannella “ Rural 
A m erica: Focus on Lu m be rto n " was received w ith en ­
thusiasm  by the Tem ple U n iversity Am erican Studies 
Departm ent, rec ip ien t in 1973 of a 3 -year NEH Pro­
gram  G rant to expand the depa rtm ent’s on -cam pus 
study program s beyond the  trad itiona l boundaries of 
the Un iversity and take advantage of the rich sup ­
portive resources of the P h ilade lph ia  area.

When Dr. Yannella and the 12 students involved in

the Lum berton P ro ject arrived on -s ite  May 13, 1974, 
they had no idea how much in fo rm ation  about Lum- 
be rton ’s past they w ould be ab le to secure. Their in itia l 
in fo rm ation was sketchy. They knew  that earliest rec­
ords showed settlem ent of the area in 1684 by Robert 
D im sdale, an English Q uaker and con tem porary of 
W illiam  Penn, and that m ost o f the bu ild ings in town 
were reputed to be qu ite old. Their study w ould later 
show in fact that 70 percent of the structures standing 
in 1974 had been standing in 1876, and that 34 of 
them pre -da ted 1820.

Reaching co llec tive  dec is ions on m ethodo logy, a p ­
proach and m odes of eva luation o f data, the g roup—  
inc lud ing  six m ajors in Art, Art H istory, Journa lism  and 
A rch itec tu re  and six in Am erican S tudies— split into 
study groups acco rd ing  to the ir specia lized interests 
and know ledge. For 7 weeks they worked day and 
night: in te rv iew ing local fo lk  fo r legends and re co lle c ­
tions, do ing  a rch itec tura l surveys of the 130 extant 
s tructures they found to be of h is to rica l s ign ificance, 
poring over ye llow ed county, state and tow nsh ip  a r­
chives fo r maps, deeds, o ld  cou rt records, and new s­
paper no tices of pub lic  auctions, socia l items, death 
notices, business advertisem ents, etc., that would 
g ive them  the c lues they needed in restructuring Lum - 
b e rton ’s past. For most of the students this was a first 
exposure to the excitem ent of w ork ing  w ith prim ary 
sources.

The enthusiasm  and p ro fessiona lism  of the Tem ple 
group paid off. A t the end of the e igh t-c re d it 7-w eeks 
course the 12 students had accom plished  what seem s 
a fo rm idab le  task. They had stepped in co ld  and 
proven them selves a function ing , productive, p ro fe s ­
sional team. They had researched and docum ented in 
the form  of a book a m ajor portion  o f Lum berton, New 
Jersey 's  h itherto  unstudied past. The cu lm ina tion  of 
the ir on -s ite  ac tiv ities  was a pu b lic  presenta tion of 
the ir find ings  to the  town, d raw ing the largest crow d in 
the history of Lum berton. And they were instrum enta l 
in the found ing of the Lum berton H istorica l Society and 
in the passage of the H istorica l Landm ark O rd inance 
of February 1975. To say that the Lum berton P ro ject 
was a success is to understate the fact. Each o f the 
students involved has at one tim e o r another stated 
that it was the best undergradua te course he o r she 
ever had. As fo r Dr. Yannella, still V ice -m ayor and 
C ouncilm an of Lum berton Township, he plans to o ffer 
the course again th is year. □



4 A Time Recaptured
Great stream . M aker and breaker of dream s. M older 
of lives. From alm ost any p lace along its long, still 
s tretches, any dig  in its bank o r brushy patch, any 
tow n o r landing, you had m erely to signal and a s te rn ­
w hee ler w ou ld  stop and p ick  you up— to take you, or 
your gra in , your be long ings, your hopes, to another 
place. That was in the late 1800s, and it is all changed, 
of course, the w ater g iv ing  way as a h ighway to those 
graded and surfaced paths, the g reat sm oke -be lche rs  
los ing  to au tom ob ile  and train.

But, fo r 29 m inutes at least, you can see (and hear) 
the o ld  steam boats, the fra il hom e-bu ilt fla tboats, you 
can hear again the sound of river m usic, the sound of 
w ater breaking. You can listen to the reco llec tions  of 
o ld -tim e rs : "These fe llow s (river workers), they ’d work 
on one o r two boats, then quit, o r dec ide  that th e y ’d 
qu it the river, but like an a lcoh o lic  they 'd  always go 
back. On and off. On and off. C o u ld n ’t stay away from  
the river. . .

The rive r is the W illam ette, and fo r abou t 175 m iles, 
from  Eugene to its mouth, you feel the m ood and pace 
of the past in the fe rtile  W illam ette  Valley of O regon 
Country. In the ir 16mm, b lack  and w hite film , "T hey 
Hailed A S team boat A nyp la ce ,”  film m akers Jack W. 
Sanders and Jam es R. B la sh fie ld , Jr., have m oving ly 
recreated the way it was, the on ly  film  ever made 
about the W illam ette  and its long -fo rgo tten  1830-1900 
p ioneer period. Their w ork was produced under the 
NEH “ Y outhgrants in the H um an ities”  program , wh ich 
supports hum anities pro jec ts  deve loped and con ­
ducted by students and ou t-o f-schoo l youth.

Fu ll-tim e  for a year, the two O regon ians com p le ­
m ented one another: Jack the ch ie f researcher, main 
film e r on river, Jim  the ch ie f ed itor, main shooter of 
stills. But none of the w ork  was easy. They had, first 
of all, to find peop le  who cou ld  rem em ber the rive r of 
o ld. And when they found them, two in the ir 80s, two 
in the ir 90s (one who d ied last year at 95), they had 
som ehow  to shape a v isual story o f a river that had no 
fo lk lo re  like  that of the M iss iss ipp i.

This they did  by poking into arch ives and attics, 
then b lend ing old  photographs, draw ings, sketches,

T u rn -o f- th e -c e n tu ry  r iv e rb o a ts  Ram ona, G ypsy, and R uth .

The W illa m e tte  R ive r m e a n d e rin g  th ro u g h  fa rm la n d  be tw een  
S alem  and A lbany .

and new spaper c lip p in g s  w ith new film  foo tage and 
the spontaneous reco llec tions  of the fou r who lived 
the old way of life, and loved it. An authentic score  of 
period m usic perfo rm ed by local b luegrass m usic ians 
added the final touch, and the resu lt was real h istory—  
"n o t nos ta lg ia ,”  as Jack is qu ick  to make clear.

He says: ‘ ‘Certa in aspects of loca l h isto ry are just 
not taught in the pub lic  schools, and you can grow  
up not know ing anyth ing about the land im m edia te ly 
around you. You learn the c lass ica l history, but not 
enough about peop le  and the routine of life, w h ich  is 
im portan t to re la te  to how th ings are, where they are, 
and w hy.”

Influenced s trong ly  by his w ork  w ith the film ’s stills, 
Jack is p lanning to use 35mm slides and b lack and 
white film s to m ake educa tiona l film strip  tape or slide 
tape presenta tions, m ain ly  about rivers and the people 
who w ork them. Jim  is teach ing film m aking as an 
a rtis t- in -res id en ce  at a Portland H igh School.

As for the river, it is, rem arkably, g row ing w ilde r and 
m ore rem ote than it was 100 years ago because ac tiv ­
ity has been led away from  it. Vegetation and trees 
crow d its banks; w h ile  in schools, libraries, h is to rica l 
societies, and o ther non-p ro fit institu tions, the river, 
on film , flow s on, to prov ide som e sense of the past, 
a h is to rica l con text fo r the future. □



American Issues Forum

B eg inn ing early th is fa ll, the Am erican peop le w ill 
have a un ique oppo rtun ity  fo r pa rtic ipa tion  in a na tion ­
w ide  exp lo ra tion  o f our idea ls  and ins titu tions through 
the A m erican Issues Forum. Two NEH -funded p ro ­
gram s, Courses by N ew spaper and the A m erican L i­
brary A ssoc ia tion  B icentenn ia l Reading, V iew ing, and 
Listen ing Lists, are am ong those w h ich  w ill bring the 
Forum to a national aud ience  of unprecedented scope.

Courses by Newspaper
Courses by N ewspaper is a program  designed to p re ­
sent co llege -leve l courses to a large audience through 
the use o f newspapers. The courses cons is t of three 
com ponents. A series of w eekly new spaper artic les  of 
feature length constitu tes the “ le c tu res" fo r the course. 
These lectures are supp lem ented w ith a book of read­
ings and a study gu ide w h ich  the  new spaper reader 
can o rder by mail. In add ition , certa in co lleges and 
un ivers ities w ith in  the c ircu la tio n  area o f the p a rtic i­
pating newspapers offer c red it fo r those w ho com ple te 
the course.

The firs t tw o Courses by Newspaper, offered in 1973 
and 1974, were entitled “ A m erica  and the  Future of 
M an”  and “ In Search o f the A m erican D ream ." M ore 
than 250 co lleges and un ivers ities and 340 new spa­
pers th roughout the United States coopera ted to offer 
these courses, and a lm ost 10,000 students enro lled 
fo r cred it. A pp rox im ate ly  20 m illion  new spaper readers 
have read the course artic les.

The th ird  Course by N ewspaper, “ Am erican Issues 
Forum I,”  w ill begin in S ep tem ber 1975. A  related 
fourth  course, “ A m erican Issues Forum II,”  w ill be 
offered in the spring of 1976. Both courses fo r 1975- 
1976 have been prepared spe c ifica lly  to he lp im p le ­
m ent the A m erican Issues Forum and so to encourage 
a d ia logue  am ong A m ericans on som e o f the issues 
fundam enta l to ou r socie ty. The Forum presents 
a ca lendar of nine m onth ly  issues fo r d iscussion. 
Courses by New spaper w ill present fou r a rtic les  on 
various aspects of each m onth ly  top ic.

Courses by N ew spaper is a pro ject o f University 
Extension, University of C a lifo rn ia , San D iego. Daniel 
Aaron, P rofessor of English and Am erican Literature

at Harvard University and one of the m em bers o f the 5
orig ina l AIF P lanning G roup, is coo rd ina ting  the courses 
fo r 1975-1976.

The artic les  fo r the Am erican Issues Forum Courses 
by New spaper w ill be w ritten by eleven o f A m erica ’s 
forem ost scho la rs  and writers, inc lud ing : Alan Barth, 
a fo rm er p rize -w inn ing  ed itoria l w rite r fo r the W ash­
ington Post and the au thor of several books on civ il 
liberties; Robert H e ilbroner, Norm an Thom as P rofes­
sor of E conom ics at the New S chool fo r Socia l Re­
search and the au thor o f The W orld ly  Philosophers, a 
c lass ic  econom ics study now pub lished in 20 la n ­
guages; John Higham , P rofessor of H istory at Johns 
Hopkins, w e ll-know n  fo r his book on im m igran ts in 
Am erica; Doris Kearns, A ssocia te  Professor o f G ov­
ernm ent at Harvard and au thor o f a soon to be re­
leased b iog raphy of fo rm er P resident Lyndon Baines 
Johnson; and Paul Sam uelson, a Nobel P rize-w inn ing 
econom ist from  M.I.T., w ho w rites a co lum n fo r N ew s­
week M agazine.

For fu rthe r in fo rm ation , contact: Courses by N ew s­
paper, Suite 209, 4901 M orena Blvd., San Diego, C a li­
forn ia  29117.

ALA Reading Lists
In an effort to present the Am erican pub lic  w ith  a 
series of d ivers ified  v iews on each top ic  w ith in  the 
Am erican Issues Forum, the Am erican Library A sso ­
cia tion is p roduc ing  specia l reading lists. There w ill 
be one lis t spe c ifica lly  fo r adults and one fo r ch ild ren.
Called “ B icentenn ia l Reading, V iew ing, and Listening 
Lis ts ,”  these 12-page booklets w ill present e igh t to 
ten item s fo r each w eekly Forum top ic . There w ill be 
books fo r the genera l reader— poem s, plays, h is to r i­
cal novels, hum orous books, as well as non-fic tion .
The lis t w ill a lso inc lude records, film s, and film strips  
relating to the top ics.

Over 12 m illion  of the lists w ill be ava ilab le  to the 
pub lic  when the Forum begins th is fall. They w ill be 
d is tribu ted p rim arily  through school lib ra ries— elem en­
tary, m iddle , secondary— through public, co llege, and 
un iversity lib raries, as well as th rough all state lib ra r­
ies and A rm ed Forces lib raries th roughou t the w orld .
The lists can be used fo r the entire  year, and it is ex­
pected tha t they w ill becom e a bas ic  lib ra ry  docum ent 
in the area o f A m erican Studies. This is the first tim e 
that a reading lis t of th is  scope has ever been de ­
signed fo r the general Am erican public.

Suggestions fo r the w orks to be inc luded cam e from  
a d is tingu ished Board of National Advisers. The Board 
included several m em bers of the AIF P lanning G roup 
as well as other scholars, w rite rs, and pub lic  leaders 
such as Norm an Cousins, V ine DeLoria, Jr., Rene 
Dubos, Erik Erikson, A rthur G oldberg, Hans M orgen- 
thau, W illiam  Ruckelshaus, A lbe rt Shanker, and Studs 
Terkel. Two com m ittees of lib rarians then se lected the 
final lists, w h ich  are being annotated by the Am erican 
Library A ssoc ia tion  staff. The p ro jec t is being c o o rd i­
nated at ALA  by Robert W edgew orth, Executive D ire c ­
tor, Donald E. Stewart, and Ivan Dee, and is funded by 
the ALA and a substantia l grant from  NEH. □



A Reading 
List on 
Democratic 
Theory

This read ing  list, another in the “ G ood R eading in the 
H u m an ities " series, was p re pa red  by Thomas Scanlon, 
A ssoc ia te  P rofessor o f P h ilosophy; D ennis Thom pson, 
A ssoc ia te  P rofessor of P o litics ; a n d  Nancy Weiss, As- 
sis tan t P ro fessor o f H istory; a ll o f P rinceton University.

The Subject
In recent years ph ilosophers, h isto rians and po litica l 
sc ien tis ts  have shown an increased in terest in exam ­
in ing the fundam enta l assum ptions underly ing the idea 
of dem ocracy. Their inqu iries have taken a num ber of 
d iffe rent form s. There have been new ana lytica l investi­
ga tions of centra l no tions such as justice, liberty, rep ­
resentation, and ob liga tion , and stud ies of the h is to rica l 
o rig ins  and evo lu tion of these notions. In add ition , the 
current of the tim es has led to renewed theore tica l in ­
terest in trad itiona l issues w h ich had been genera lly  
neglected by po litica l theoris ts  in the postw ar period, 
issues such as c iv il d isobed ience , consc ien tious o b ­
jection , the com m itm ent of dem ocracy to genu ine c it i­
zen pa rtic ipa tion , and the ideo log ica l bias of prevailing 
ideas of dem ocracy.

The w orks listed be low  represent the range of c o n ­
cerns tha t have engaged students of dem ocra tic  theory 
in recent years. W ith the exception  of C ro ly 's  c ritique  
of Jeffersonian libera lism , all of the w orks were pu b ­
lished after 1960. A lthough they do not all agree in 
the ir approaches o r the ir conclus ions, these works 
dem onstra te  the poss ib ility  of reasoned d iscourse 
abou t the fundam enta l p rinc ip les  of dem ocra tic  go v ­
ernm ent. They thus represent a cha llenge  to the once 
w ide ly  held view  that rationa l d iscuss ion  of the values 
of dem ocracy  is not possib le.

Each o f these w orks can be read independently. 
None requires substantia l background in po litica l the ­
ory, a lthough the books by Rawls and Pitkin are som e­
w hat m ore d ifficu lt than the others.

Good Reading
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY, Terrence E. Cook and 
Patrick M. Morgan, ed itors. San F rancisco: C anfie ld  
Press, 1971. 486 pp. A va ilab le  in  paperback.
This co llec tion  of readings p rovides a good in tro du c­
tion  to the theoretica l and p ractica l p rob lem s of pa r­
tic ip a to ry  dem ocracy. W hile the firs t part o f the book 
presents various theore tica l perspectives, the bulk’ of 
the book consists of a rtic les  app ly ing  the p rinc ip les  of 
p a rtic ip a to ry  dem ocracy to com m unity  governm ent,

school decen tra liza tion , un iversities, industries, go v ­
ernm ent bureaucrac ies and legal systems.

THE PROMISE OF AM ERICAN LIFE, Herbert Croly. 
New York: The M acm illan  Com pany, 1909. 468 pp. 
A va ilab le  in paperback.
A leading in te llec tua l 'o f the Progressive Era, Croly 
argues fo r the use of H am ilton ian m eans— a strong, 
active federa l governm ent— to  ach ieve Jeffersonian 
ends: socia l jus tice , dem ocracy, and w orld  peace. 
"The P rom ise" is "an im proving popu lar econom ic 
cond ition , guaranteed by dem ocra tic  po litica l ins titu ­
tions, and resu lting in m oral and socia l am e lio ra tion ." 
C ro ly dem onstra tes h is to rica lly  how veneration of in ­
d iv idua l freedom s has stifled the fu lfillm en t of the 
national p rom ise by encourag ing “ an ind iscrim ina te  
ind iv idua l scram b le  fo r w ea lth .”  The lesson he draws 
is that dem ocracy  and la issez-fa ire  are incom patib le  
in m odern industria l society.

AFTER THE REVOLUTION? AUTHORITY IN A GOOD 
SOCIETY, Robert A. Dahl. N ew  Haven and  London: 
Yale U n iversity Press, 1970. 171 pp. Ava ilab le  in 
paperback.
A d is tingu ished  po litica l sc ien tis t exam ines the p rin ­
c ip les  on w h ich  the au thority  o f dem ocra tic  gove rn ­
ment rests. A fte r spec ify ing  crite ria  fo r judg ing  de m o­
cra tic  authority, he evaluates various form s that 
dem ocra tic  governm ent can take. He conc ludes by 
app ly ing  his p rinc ip les  to three current prob lem s: the 
inequa lity  of resources, the accoun tab ility  of business 
corpora tions, and the rem oteness of governm ent.

THE DIM ENSIONS OF LIBERTY, O scar and Mary 
Handlin. Cam bridge, M assachusetts : Harvard U n iver­
sity Press, 1961. 204 pp. A va ilab le  in pape rback  from  
Atheneum .
In th is b rie f vo lum e the H andlins in te rpre t the nature, 
evolu tion, and h is to rica l s ign ificance  of liberty  in the 
United States. D raw ing on evidence from  co lon ia l 
tim es to the tw entie th century, they exp lo re the m an i­
festations of libe rty  in three m ajor areas: po litica l 
structure, socia l m obility , and vo lun ta ry organ izations. 
P articu la rly  provoca tive  them es inc lude the re la tion ­
sh ip  between libe rty  and the pow er of the state, and 
the role of freedom  in defin ing the A m erican national 
identity.

FRONTIERS OF DEMOCRATIC THEORY, Henry S. 
Kariel, ed itor. N ew  York: Random  House, 1970. 435  
pp. A va ilab le  in paperback.
The trad itiona l ideal of the dem ocra tic  c itizen as ac ­
tive, in fo rm ed and pu b lic -sp ir ite d  has com e under



attack in recent years by a group of theoris ts  and 
socia l scientists, whom  P rofessor Kariel labels " re v i­
s io n is ts .”  They argue that th is ideal is un rea lis tic  and 
tha t it is undesirab le  as a goal. This co llec tion  presents 
som e of the leading rev is ion is t w ritings, along w ith 
exam ples of the trad itiona l theories and m ore recent 
c ritiques o f the revis ion ists.

PARTICIPATION AND DEM OCRATIC THEORY, Carole 
Pateman. Cam bridge, E ng land: C am bridge University  
Press, 1970. 122 pp.
Mrs. Pateman seeks to show  how current e litis t the ­
ories of dem ocracy, popu la r am ong socia l scientists, 
d is to rt the w ritings  of trad itiona l theoris ts  such as 
Rousseau, M ill and G.D.H. Cole. C ritic iz ing  the view  
that po litica l apathy is des irab le  and that an increase 
in c itizen pa rtic ipa tion  cou ld  threaten the s tab ility  of 
western dem ocracies, she argues that pa rtic ipa tion  is 
psych o log ica lly  and ed uca tiona lly  w orthw hile . Two 
chapters are devoted to a d iscuss ion of the po ss ib il­
ities of dem ocracy  in industry.

THE CONCEPT OF REPRESENTATION, Hanna Fenichel 
Pitkin. Berke ley and  Los A nge les: University o f C a li­
forn ia  Press, 1967. 323 pp. A va ilab le  in paperback. 
P rofessor Pitkin exp lo res the varie ty  of uses that the 
concep t o f representation has had s ince Hobbes. By 
show ing tha t con tend ing theories of representation are 
each partia l accoun ts of the concept, she seeks to 
e luc ida te  o r resolve certa in  con trovers ies surrounding 
the concep t, such as the  "m a n da te -in de pen de nce ”  
con troversy: m ust the representa tive  do w hat his con ­
stituents want, o r is he free  to act as seem s best to him 
in pursu it of the ir we lfare?

THE CRISIS OF DEM OCRATIC THEORY: SCIENTIFIC 
NATURALISM & THE PROBLEM OF VALUE, Edward A. 
Purcell, Jr. Lexington, Ken tucky: The University Press 
of Kentucky, 1973. 272 pp.
In th is p rize -w inn ing  m onograph, P rofessor Purcell, an 
in te llec tua l h istorian, looks at the effect o f pragm atism  
and sc ien tific  naturalism  on deve lopm ents in ph ilo s ­
ophy, socia l sciences, and law after 1910, and exam ­
ines the im pact of those deve lopm ents on trad itiona l 
assum ptions of de m ocra tic  theory. He shows how 
dem ocracy cam e under attack in the 1930s and how, 
in response, in te llectua ls  began to deve lop “ a broad ly 
na tura lis tic  and re la tiv is tic  theory of dem ocra cy ”  that 
becam e transfo rm ed in the postwar era into an ideo ­
log ica l de fense of the status quo.

A THEORY OF JUSTICE, John Rawls. Cam bridge, 
M assachusetts : The B e lknap Press o f H arvard U niver­
s ity  Press, 1971. 607 pp. A va ilab le  in paperback. 
Raw ls’ theory of jus tice  "genera lizes  and carries to a 
h igher level of abstrac tion  the fam ilia r theory of the 
socia l con tract as found, say, in Locke, Rousseau and 
K an t." In his book the idea of a hypothetica l in itial 
ag reem ent is used not on ly  as the basis fo r an accoun t 
of po litica l ob liga tion  but, m ore generally, as the basis 
fo r the deve lopm ent of p rinc ip le s  of jus tice  w h ich p ro ­
v ide  a standard fo r the c ritic ism  of all the basic in s ti­
tu tions of society.

O BLIGATIONS: ESSAYS ON DISOBEDIENCE, WAR 
AND CITIZENSHIP, M ichae l W alzer. C am bridge, M as­

sachusetts: H arvard University Press, 1970. 242 pp. 
In pape rback  from  Sim on and Schuster.
W alzer be lieves that ob liga tion  requires consent in 
m ore than a fo rm al sense. In his view, genu ine po litica l 
ob liga tion  must arise out of vo lun ta ry involvem ent in 
the shared goals and undertak ings tha t constitu te  the 
life of a true com m unity. In these stim ula ting  and read­
able essays he develops th is  idea through investiga­
tions of various ob liga tions, po litica l and non-po litica l, 
and the fo rm s of associa tion in w h ich  they arise, and 
he cons iders  the im p lica tions of th is idea fo r the 
grounds o f obed ience and d isobed ience  in the m od ­
ern state.

THE POVERTY OF LIBERALISM, Robert Paul W olff. 
B oston: Beacon Press, 1968. 200 pp. A va ilab le  in  
paperback.
Professor W olff presents, from  a rad ica l perspective, a 
sharp c ritique  of fou r ideas tha t are essentia l in libera l 
dem ocra tic  thought: liberty, loyalty, power and to le r­
ance. W olff argues against libera lism  that we "m ust 
give up the im age of soc ie ty  as a battleground of co m ­
peting groups and form ula te  an ideal of society m ore 
exalted than the m ere acceptance of opposed interests 
and diverse cus tom s." In his fina l chapter, he takes 
som e tenta tive steps toward fo rm ula ting  that ideal in a 
"new  ph ilosophy o f com m un ity .”

Suggestions for Discussion
1. Do all c itizens have a right to equal pa rtic ipa tion  in 
the institu tions by w h ich  they are governed? Is in ­
creased po litica l pa rtic ipa tion  by c itizens des irab le  and 
possib le? W hat advantages and disadvantages fo r c it i­
zens and fo r governm ent m ight com e from  greater pa r­
tic ip a tio n?  W hat re form s would be necessary to s tim u ­
late pa rtic ipa tion?
2. How can m eaningful dem ocra tic  rule be m ainta ined 
in face o f the inequa lities of resources and the rem ote­
ness and com p lex ity  of governm.ent? Is there room for 
elites in a dem ocracy? How can dem ocra tic  socie ties 
cope w ith  the increased power of non-governm enta l 
institu tions such as corpora tions and unions?
3. Must libera l dem ocra tic  theory be revised in light 
of the changed c ircum stances o f our tim e? How (if at 
all) does the greater com p lex ity  of po litica l decis ions, 
the increased in te rdependence of ind iv iduals, c ities 
and nations, and the w idened in fluence of the mass 
media a ffect our theories of dem ocracy?
4. Is there a spec ia l form  of po litica l ob liga tion  w h ich  
binds all the c itizens of a country and no others? If 
there is such an ob liga tion , m ust (can) its o rig ins  be 
found in the c itize ns ’ past acts of consent? M ust this 
ob liga tion  a llow  specia l exceptions fo r the exerc ise  of 
ind iv idua l consc ience?
5. Under w hat cond itions  is the to le ra tion  of d ivergent 
views and practices a rational po licy?  W hat m arks the 
lim its of rational to le ra tion?  M ust to le ra tion  always be 
to le ra tion  of recogn ized groups rather than of isolated, 
independent ind iv idua ls?
6. W hat are the im p lica tions of a re la tiv ist theory  of 
dem ocracy fo r reform ? For the defense of the status 
quo? □



NEH Notes
National Board of Consultants Program
A new program , the National Board o f Consultants, has 
recently  been estab lished by the Endow m ent to enable 
institu tions o f h igher educa tion to rece ive assistance 
from  teachers, pro fessors and adm in is tra to rs  who have 
w ide experience in hum anities education.

F irst institu tion recom m ended by the National C oun­
c il on the Hum anities fo r a grant in the program  is 
B aker University, Baldw in, Kansas, w h ich sought ad ­
v ice  and assistance in analyzing and deve lop ing its 
pedagog ica l and cu rricu la r resources fo r e ffective hu­
m anities general education .

The program  is expected to  cover a w ide  variety of 
s itua tions in po s t-se con da ry  institu tions, such as a lib ­
eral arts co llege  w ish ing  to revita lize a m ajor program ; 
a com m un ity  co lleg e  w ish ing to design hum anities 
courses su itab le  fo r  voca tiona l students; a un iversity 
w ish ing to streng then the role of its lib rary in hum an­
ities educa tion ; o r hum anities facu lty  p lanning to con ­
duct a sum m er institu te  dealing w ith current issues.

W hile the reg is te r of the National Board of C on­
sultants presently  con ta ins the names of 65 nationally 
known scho lars, teachers and adm in istra tors, all of 
whom  have served as Endow m ent consultants, the 
num ber is expected to increase in fu ture years.

The States and the Nation
C om bin ing  the doub le  purpose of p rov id ing  good 
reading fo r the pu b lic  du ring  the B icentennia l o f A m er­
ican Independence and deve lop ing  resources in state 
and local history, the Endow m ent has m ade a g rant 
of over $600,000 to the A m erican A ssoc ia tion  of State 
and Local H istory to produce a 51-vo lum e series of 
state h isto ries fo r each state and the D is tric t of 
C olum bia.

The h istories w ill be w ritten by 51 authors un ique ly 
qua lified  by experience and in terest to in te rp re t the 
h istory of each state. Am ong those a lready se lected 
are Bruce Catton (who w ill prepare the vo lum e on 
M ich igan); Louis B. W righ t (South C aro lina ); W ilm a 
Dykem an (Tennessee); E lting M orison (New  H am p­
shire); Jay S aunders Redding (Delaware); O live r Jen ­
sen (C onnecticu t); David L. Lewis (D istric t of C o lum ­
bia); and Charles T. M orrissey (Vermont).

A bout ha lf the w rite rs have been named to date by 
AASLH w ith the assistance of an advisory com m ittee  
of leading Am erican h istorians, ed itors and lib rarians 
headed by Jam es M orton Smith, d irec to r o f the State 
H istory A ssoc ia tion  of W isconsin. Editor o f the series 
is G erald W. George. □
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