
From Centennial to Bicentennial
The P h iladelph ia  Exposition of 1876 m arked the o ffi­
c ia l open ing of the na tion ’s -first century celebration , 
and m illions of v is ito rs  cam e to gaw k and marvel at 
the pro fusion of exh ib its. In his C entennia l speech 
President G rant rem inded his countrym en of the na­
t io n ’s stupendous progress s ince the days when it 
was new and pa rtia lly  settled. The United States, he 
asserted w ith pa rdonab le  exaggeration, now rivaled 
Europe in the arts and sciences. "W h ils t proud of 
what we have d o n e ," he concluded , "w e  regret that 
we have not done m ore .”

For those of us today who th ink  the nation is m or­
a lly if not econom ica lly  bankrupt, it is worth recalling 
that many A m ericans in 1876 fe lt the same way. They 
w orried  about the econom y and labor unrest and 
w holesale im m ora lity ; they gagged at the squalid 
scanda ls of the G rant adm in istra tion . Politic ians close 
to the President w ere being ja iled  o r threatened w ith 
im peachm ent. The country had a lready suffered three 
years of depression ; and by the C entennia l fa iling  
banks, fa lling  w ages and rising unem ploym ent seemed 
to fo reshadow  even darker days ahead. Then as to ­
day the o lde r genera tion  agon ized over the "youth  
p ro b lem ” and “ crim e in the s tree ts ." And what was 
to be done w ith the unruly wom en libera tion ists, d e ­
m anding the vote, som e even threa tening to fom ent 
a rebe llion? No w o nd e r many A m ericans looked lo ng ­
ing ly  back to what they be lieved to be a s im p le r and 
less harried past.

“ A Nation’s Banquet”
Am erica  in 1876 had less reason than we to fear 

the future. Its enorm ous power w ou ld  soon dazzle 
the world. If skep tics  asked even then how this 
pow er would be used, few  questioned President 
G ran t’s boast that the nation need no longer defer to 
the O ld W orld. To paraphrase the speech of one 
poetic  United States Senator, the tree of liberty 
planted in 1776 was "bea ring  go lden fru it ,”  and a 
gra te fu l peop le now  gathered around its trunk to 
feast on "a  na tion ’s banque t.”

The exuberant ce rem on ia l rhe to ric  insp ired by the 
Centennia l may seem out of keeping w ith the tone 
and mood of the B icentenn ia l. Doubts about the na­
tional purpose that troub led  a thoughtfu l m inority  in 
1876 are now shared by m illions of our con tem pora ­
ries. The already fa m ilia r questions they raised in that

by Daniel Aaron

year m ust be asked again. Does the safety of the 
nation depend upon the cha racter and in te lligence  of 
the e lectora te? Can o r should the states resist the 
pu ll of con tro lled  federa l authority? W ill the con vu l­
s ions resu lting from  th icken ing  urban popu la tions and 
bankrup tcy  of c ities com pel a hearing fo r rad ica l s o ­
c ia l so lu tions? "T ru ly ,”  said a fam ous English v is ito r 
in 1876, "A m e rica  has a great fu ture before her; great 
in to il, in care, and in respons ib ility ; g reat in true 
g lo ry  if she be gu ided in w isdom  and righteousness; 
g reat in sham e if she fa il.”

A Bicentennial Course
These and o ther them es w ill pervade th is  th ird  

series of Courses by N ewspaper— The Am erican 
Issues Forum I— on the m aking of A m erican society. 
The 18 " le c tu re s ”  or artic les com pris ing  the Course 
have been synchron ized w ith  the firs t fou r top ics  of 
the C a lendar of the Am erican Issues Forum, a na ­
tiona l program  fo r the B icentennia l year. They are 
in tended to provoke as m any questions as possib le  
even if few  are fu lly  answered.

W hat does it mean to be an A m erican? W hy did  
the acute Am erican novelist, Henry James, say that 
be ing an Am erican was a “ com plex fa te ” ? W hy is 
the Am erican system of governm ent still referred to 
as an “ expe rim en t” ? And m ore to the po int, w hy at 
a tim e of recession at hom e and m isery, hunger, and 
w ar abroad should we ce lebra te  the B icentenn ia l at 
all? Are the Am erican peop le rea lly in terested in c o n ­
ducting  a national d ia logue about the ir h istory, the ir
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This is an excerpt from  the open ing a rtic le  of the 
th ird  Course by Newspaper, "A m erican  Issues 
Forum I,”  w h ich  w ill begin in Septem ber 1975, a 
course prepared spe c ifica lly  to help im p lem ent 
the A m erican Issues Forum and so to encourage 
a d ia logue  among Am ericans on som e of the is ­
sues fundam enta l to our society.

Courses by N ewspaper is a pro ject o f U n iver­
s ity  Extension, University of C a liforn ia , San 
Diego. Daniel Aaron, P rofessor of English and 
Am erican Literature at Flarvard Un iversity and 
au thor o f th is  artic le, is coo rd ina ting  the courses 
fo r 1975-1976.
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socia l institu tions, th e ir values? Is the B icentennia l 
m ere ly to be a m indless w h itew ash— an effort to co n ­
v ince  the unconvinced tha t all is right w ith  the Re­
pub lic?

It’s not hard to understand, fo r exam ple, w hy som e 
b lack A m ericans (as one b lack jo u rn a lis t put it) a re n ’t 
"g o in g  around saying, 'wow, great, we were slaves in 
1776.’ ”  National ho lidays d o n 't make second -c lass  
citizens, w h ite  o r non-w hite , wom en or men, feel less 
second-c lass. H istory offers sm all conso la tion  fo r the 
insulted and the in jured. Yet h is to rica l excavation 
can often put the troub led  present into c leare r pe r­
spective.

The Present in Perspective
As we ponder the m eaning of the B icentennia l, do 

we not un th ink ing ly  take fo r granted an im portan t fact: 
that Am erican socie ty— though it lim ps and coughs 
and is speck led  w ith  w arts— still functions reasonably 
we ll com pared w ith  m ost o ther socie ties and at a 
tim e when the m a jo rity  o f the w orld  popu la tion  is 
liv ing under au thorita rian rule? If Am ericans are less 
en ligh tened , fa ir-m inded , unselfish, and e ffic ien t than 
the ir fla tte re rs have cla im ed, are they any worse than 
the rest o f what M ark Twain ca lled  “ the dam ned 
hum an race ” ? We are the bene fic ia ries and v ic tim s 
of a past we did not create. W e can ’t c la im  cred it 
fo r the enorm ous natural resources tha t m ade our 
coun try  rich and pow erfu l; o r fo r Old W orld in s titu ­
tions tha t changed and deve loped in a New W orld 
setting; o r fo r the honorab le  ach ievem ents of our re­
mote and recent forebears. Ne ither should we be 
held responsib le  fo r the fo lly, ignorance, sho rts igh te d ­
ness, o r crue lty of dead Am ericans.

O ur tu rbu len t history can be instructive. It fu r­
n ishes exce llent exam ples of w hat can happen when 
ug ly passions get out of hand. It also reveals how 
he ro ica lly— and w ith w hat energy and reso lu tion— a 
som etim es foo lish  and forge tfu l peop le have faced 
the ir crises. □

Gifts to NEH in Fiscal 1975
Thanks to  hundreds of donors, the Endow m ent was 
ab le to receive and m atch $6.5 m illion  in gifts in Fiscal 
1975. This am ount represents a steady increase in 
g ifts  rece ived s ince NEH began opera tion  from  a 
m odest $100,000 in F iscal 1967. G ifts were received 
from  ind iv idua ls , from  private founda tions and bu s i­
ness co rpora tions, from  educa tiona l, c iv ic  and c u l­
tura l institu tions, from  state and local governm ents in 
response to spe c ific  m atch ing offers made by the En­
dow m ent in s u p p o r t . of over 100 p ro jects  recom ­
m ended by the National C ouncil on the Hum anities.

Many dona tions fo r the S tate-based Hum anities 
Com m ittees in each state support com m unity  d iscus ­
sion of pu b lic  p o licy  issues. O thers assist educational 
film  p roduc tions  fo r na tionw ide broadcast, museum 
exh ib itions, the deve lopm ent and im provem ent of 
hum anities ins truction  in m ajor educational in s titu ­
tions. G ifts are used to tra in  hum anists beyond the 
pos t-doc to ra l level, to enhance the capab ilities  of c o l­
lege lib ra ries  to  serve the ir students , to support 
hum an istic  w o rk  at m edica l and b ioe th ics centers. 
They support a rcheo log ica l w ork  of many kinds, p res­
ervation of film  and co llec tio ns  of o ther h is torica l 
docum ents such as the private papers of scholars, 
w rite rs and statesm en.

NEH Application Deadlines— 1975
O ctober 14              FELLOWSHIPS

Fellow sh ips in Residence fo r C o llege 
Teachers, 1976-77 

Sum m er S tipends, 1976

O ctober 15              PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Media, M useum s, Program  D eve lop­

m ent beg inn ing a fte r A pril 1, 1976

Novem ber 1            EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Education Projects Grants, beginn ing 

after May 1, 1976

Novem ber 10          RESEARCH GRANTS
Research Tools and Editing, beginn ing 

after Ju ly 1, 1976

Novem ber 15          YOUTHGRANTS
Projects beg inn ing after A pril 1, 1976

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Planning Grants, beginn ing after May 

1, 1976

D ecem ber 1            EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Hum anities Institutes, beg inn ing after 

Ju ly 1, 1976

RESEARCH GRANTS 
General Research, beginn ing after July 

1, 1976

C urrie r and Ives prin t, 1876, for the  C entennial Exposition in P h ilade lph ia



American Issues Forum— Off to a Flying Start

H ardly a man, wom an, o r ch ild  in the United States 
is now alive— or w ill be as the fall season gets under­
way— who has not been exposed to the Am erican 
Issues Forum.

The activ ities  devised to  in form  peop le about, or 
involve them  in, the Forum, w h ich  was developed 
under the auspices of the National Endow m ent for 
the Hum anities and co-sponsored  by the Am erican 
Revolution B icentennia l A dm in istra tion , range from  
te lev is ion  series to Forum C alendars stuffed in Au- 
gust-S ep tem ber bank statem ents to na tionw ide de ­
bates fo r both high schoo l and co llege -age  students 
to the inserting of the C a lendar (in a pu llou t version) 
in to Time, Ladies Hom e Journal, Ebony, N ational 
G eographic, Reader's D igest and S cho lastic  M aga­
zines.

In d iscussing  the pro jec ts  a lready underway or 
be ing planned, Ronald S. Berman, Chairm an of the 
Endowm ent, has said, “ These ideas are in tended to 
encourage every c itizen o f th is  country, as well as 
m any from  o ther lands, to take part in a serious 
d ia logue  abou t the fundam enta l issues o f Am erican 
society. The success of the Forum w ill depend upon 
the degree to w h ich  the na tion— through its o rg an i­
zations, institu tions, co rpora tions, founda tions, co m ­
m unities, ne ighborhoods, groups, fam ilies, and in ­
d iv idua ls— develops program s under the ca lendar of 
top ics  w h ich  the Forum a ffo rd s ." W hile none o f the 
program s can be carried  on w ithou t cost, the Forum 
was designed to run w ithou t any great in fusion of

e ither pu b lic  or private funds. "R a th e r," Dr. Berman 
said, " i t  prov ides a m eans of ordering  and con cen ­
tra ting , to the na tion 's  advantage, serious in terests 
and program s which m ight o therw ise have been d if­
fuse, scattered, m isce llaneous during the B icen ten ­
nial year."

The C a lendar of Forum top ics  runs fo r the nine 
m onths from  Septem ber 1975 to May 1976 c o rre ­
spond ing  w ith the schoo l year, the c lub  and o rg an i­
zation year, the broadcast year. The C a lendar and 
som e of the m ajor p rogram s developed under the 
Forum have been presented in previous issues of 
H um anities: the list of C a lendar top ics  was prin ted in

the Decem ber 1974 issue; the A du lt Education A sso ­
c ia tion C om m unity  Leaders W orkshops and the B i­
centenn ia l Youth Debates were discussed in the Feb­
ruary 1975 issue; Courses by New spaper (University 
o f Ca liforn ia , San D iego Extension) and the Am erican 
Library A ssoc ia tion  reading lists were described in the 
A pril 1975 issue. O ther m a jo r p rogram s w ill be fea ­
tured in the new sle tte r th roughou t the AIF year.

The C a lendar fo r the A m erican Issues Forum was 
developed by NEH under the gu idance  of a sm all N a­
tional P lanning G roup. Each of the nine m onth ly top ics  
is d iv ided into fou r w eekly sub top ics  so that the 
fram ew ork of the d ia logue is ava ilab le  fo r whatever 
use ind iv idua ls  or groups w ish to make of it.

W hile it is im poss ib le  to describe  all the program s 
being undertaken in response to the Forum, a sam ­
pling of those not previously m entioned w ill suggest 
the variety of pa rtic ipa ting  organ izations and activ ities 
a lready underway. National Public Radio w ill present 
nine m onth ly th ree -hou r radio forum s, inc lud ing p re ­
sentations, d iscussions, and national ca ll- in  sessions 
to be broadcast on the firs t Saturday of each m onth. 
C om m ercia l te lev is ion  w ill have pub lic  affairs p ro ­
grams, specia ls, news broadcasts, ta lk shows and 
s it-com  enterta inm ent program s tied  in as much as 
schedu ling  a llow s to Forum top ics.

The A du lt Education A ssoc ia tion  is preparing  a 
Spanish version o f the fu ll C a lendar w ith supporting  
m ateria ls fo r  the use of local com m unity  groups. 
Screen News D iges t/H e ars t M etrotone News has p re ­
pared a 20 -m inu te  co lo r film  docum entary on the Fo­
rum to in troduce  in terested com m unity  organ izations 
and groups to the Forum, w ith Sum m ary C a len da r/ 
D iscussion Guide. Scho lastic  M agazines’ S cho lastic  
Voice  w ill have m onth ly statem ents on the F orum ’s 
top ics  re la ting various lite rary works and trends to the 
m onth ly issues.

National o rgan iza tions w ill be preparing spec ific  
Forum m ateria l fo r the ir m em bersh ips; among them  
are the Am erican A ssocia tion  fo r  State and Local 
H istory (assistance to h is to rica l organ izations); AFL- 
CIO (labo r perspectives); Foreign Policy Association 
(d iscussion m ateria ls); National A ssocia tion  for the

(C ontinued  on back page)



Humanities Revolution in Denver
Isn ’t it s tre tch ing the tru th  to find analogies between 
the h isto ry of A ncien t G reece and the V ietnam  War? 
Forty-five students and five facu lty  m em bers, rep re ­
senting the history, ph ilosophy, theater, language 
and art departm ents of the U n iversity of Denver, d id n ’t 
th ink  so. All of them  were engaged in a 10-week, 
fu ll-tim e  program  devoted exc lus ive ly  to the study 
of C lassica l Athens. The V ietnam  W ar was still in 
progress at the tim e and when the d iscuss ion  of 
A the ns ’ abortive invasion of S ic ily  in 415 B. C. cam e 
up, the para lle ls seem ed strik ing.

The class im m edia te ly  saw Athens as the cou n te r­
part of the United States and S ic ily  as Vietnam . Like 
Vietnam , th is  was an overseas w ar w ith peop le of an 
a lien cu ltu re  whom  the A thenians did  not understand 
and underestim ated. A thens was sharp ly d iv ided be­
tween the hawks who favored an a ll-ou t a ttack and 
the doves who urged a peacefu l approach. Partly 
because the rival fac tions cou ld not w ork out a united 
po licy, the war failed. Sparta, A thens ’ rival, supported 
the S ic ilians in much the same way, the c lass agreed, 
as the Soviet Union supported North V ietnam  and 
som e even saw the role of Carthage as s im ila r to 
that of China. To c linch  the argum ent, one student 
ob ta ined som e film  c lips of the V ietnam  con flic t and 
coup led  them  conv inc ing ly  w ith a narration from  
T hucyd id es ’ accoun t of the S ic ilian  involvem ent.

O bviously, som eth ing unusual was go ing on in this 
c lassroom  along w ith the norma! academ ic routine 
of lis ten ing to lectures, absorb ing  in form ation, and 
reading books. A m atter of great im m edia te personal 
and socia l concern to students and facu lty  a like was 
given a new perspective in the light of an ancient 
h is to rica l event. In the creative Hum anities Program 
of the University of Denver, now beginn ing its fifth 
year of operation, such happen ings are the rule rather 
than the exception.

Cultural Crisis and Creativity
This intensive, in -depth  study of late fifth century 

A thens is on ly one of 11 such program s made po s­
s ib le  by a 5-year, $1,200,000 grant from  the National 
Endow m ent for the Hum anities and a m uch larger 
investm ent from the U niversity itself. O utside donors
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have a lso m ade substantia l con tribu tions. O ther pe ­
riods covered are Ju lius C aesar’s Rome, Medieval 
Paris, E lizabethan England, G oe the ’s G erm any and 
the French Revolu tionary period. These program s, 
however, are not confined to W estern c iv iliza tion . The 
student may e lect to study the ancien t c iv iliza tions of 
Gupta India or Sung China. If he has a con tem porary 
turn of m ind, he may choose “ M exico in the 20th 
C entu ry ’ ’ or “ B lack Culture in M odern A m erica .”

The students to whom  these offerings are ava il­
ab le are not graduates o r sen io rs o r the spec ia lly  
g ifted. They are designed fo r any freshm en or sop ho­
mores w illing  to devote one academ ic quarter to the 
study of a soc ie ty  during a period of cultura l cris is 
and creativity. For this, they receive 15 cred its  and 
are freed from  other assignm ents. The only exce p ­
tion  to the c u ltu re -in -c ris is  pattern is the later a d d i­
tion  of “ Images of M an,”  w h ich exp lores the fun da ­
mental question of all the hum anities— “ W hat is 
M an?” — by studying  som e of our s ign ifican t attem pts 
at se lf-unders tand ing  and se lf-fu lfillm ent.

S ince the w in te r of 1972, about 500 students have 
chosen th is  way to fu lfill the hum anities requirem ent 
of Denver's C o llege of A rts and Sciences. During the 
5-year period in w h ich  the University w ill be rece iv­
ing Endowm ent support, about 90 facu lty m em bers 
and more than a thousand students w ill have p a rtic i­
pated. To date, con tinu ing evaluations, inc lud ing 
lengthy questionna ires filled  out by the students at 
the conc lus ion  of each program , are overw he lm ing ly 
favorable. The facu lty  has been equa lly enthusiastic. 
W ith one year to go in its tria l period it is a lready 
clear that th is  new approach w ill con tinue as a perm a­
nent part of the U n ivers ity 's  curricu lum .

More than that, it has a lready had a pro found e f­
fect on the entire  educa tional s tructure  of the un iver­
sity. Several departm ents outs ide  the hum anities are 
p lanning the ir own courses along s im ila r lines. The 
sc ie n c e . facu lty  has com ple ted a h igh ly successful 
course on “ The Age of N ew ton”  w h ich it in tends to 
repeat. As a result of the increased popu larity  of the 
hum anities, the Un iversity has institu ted new m ajors 
in Chinese, C lassica l Studies, and Medieval Studies. 
Fourteen new fu ll-tim e  positions have been created 

(C ontinued  on page 5 ins ide  fo idou t)



and more are contem plated.
In fact, the in fluence o f th is p ioneer m ethod of 

teaching the hum anities has gone far beyond the 
confines of the cam pus and in one notable instance 
has active ly  involved thousands of citizens in the 
Denver com m unity. It all happened because a class 
related to the Sung China program , given fo r the 
th ird  tim e last spring, co inc id ed  w ith the open ing of 
the P eking-sponsored Art Exhib ition in Kansas City. 
This program  focuses on the dynasty w h ich  ruled 
China from  the 10th to the 13th century A. D., a 
co lo rfu l era of great scho la rsh ip  and creativ ity  in the 
arts carried on in the face of constant threats of 
barbarian invasions. “ Pretty far ou t,”  was the op in ion 
of the dubious, but the course has a lready proven 
one of the m ost popu lar on cam pus.

Series Geared to China Exhibit
W ith the help of NEH funds, w h ich enab led the 

University to add to the facu lty  several leading au tho ri­
ties on China and to obtain outside speakers, the d e ­
cis ion  was made to organ ize a series of lectures and 
d iscuss ions geared to the upcom ing exh ib ition , and 
inc lud ing  the general pub lic . Not an tic ipa ting  a pa r­
ticu la rly  large response, the first lecture was sche d ­
uled in a 200-seat aud ito rium . About 20 m inutes be ­
fore starting tim e the hall was overflow ing and the 
event had to be m oved to the largest fac ility  on 
cam pus, w h ich  at that cou ld hardly handle the crowd. 
Before the series was fin ished 6,000 persons had 
attended one or m ore of the  lectures and a num ber 
of mass tours was o rgan ized to fly the 600 m iles 
from  Denver to Kansas C ity  to attend the exh ib ition . 
The pro ject was the m ost popu la r event in itia ted by 
the University in years.

The man most respons ib le  fo r the rea lization of 
th is new approach to the teaching of the hum anities 
is Edward Lindell, Dean of the University of D enver’s 
C o llege of Arts and Sciences. Several years ago 
Dean Lindell cam e to the conc lus ion  that som eth ing 
had to be done about the fact that the co llege  was 
too w e ighted toward the sciences, that a ba lanced 
curricu lum  required that the hum anities be upgraded 
and given more v is ib ility , and that the sins of the 
fragm enta tion  of the d isc ip lin es  should be am eliorated. 
He envis ioned a new ba ch e lo r’s degree that would 
subord ina te  d isc ip lin e -o rien te d  spec ia liza tion  to an 
in te rd isc ip lina ry  approach to libera l education. The 
Dean invited facu lty  p roposals. One subm itted by 
H istory Professor Robert Roeder a ided and abetted 
by his colleague, A llen Breck, seem ed m ost p ro m is ­
ing. In essence, the proposal offered an alte rnative to 
the trad itiona l survey approach in w h ich  the hum an i­
ties are stud ied e ither th rough  separate courses in 
spec ific  d isc ip lines  or by m eans of an in troducto ry 
course w h ich attem pts to cover the entire  history 
of m ankind from  the prim ord ia l ooze to the atom 
bomb.

R oeder's and B reck ’s idea was to narrow  the focus 
and concentra te on stud ies of re lative ly short epochs, 
exp lo ring  each from  the pe rspective  of a num ber of
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hum anistic d isc ip lines. The crite rion  fo r se lecting 
these periods was that they should involve socie ties 
in tim es of high creativ ity, yet faced w ith pressures 
to make c ritica l cho ices, necessita ting basic changes 
in the ir ins titu tions and values. The presum ption, v e r i­
fied in practice, was that the “ cu ltu ra l sho ck ”  of a 
really serious effort to understand such a society 
would produce  in the students new insigh ts into the ir 
own hum anity and the con tem porary socia l and eth ical 
problem s they face as ind iv idua ls and citizens. S pe­
c ific  cu rricu la  would be developed by facu lty  team s 
representing those fie lds w ith the greatest bearing 
on the pa rticu la r culture.

But it was evident that to carry out such a com ­
prehensive plan would require ou ts ide  financia l sup-

Understanding a cu ltu re  through exp lo ra tion  of its cu ltu ra l activ ities, students o 
tic ipa te  in a ca llig raphy workshop.



of Sung China par-

port. Faculty w ou ld  need tim e to plan the syllab i and 
arrange fo r others to take over th e ir regu lar teach ing 
assignm ents. In certa in instances, new personnel 
w ou ld  have to be hired, ou ts ide  speakers selected, 
and add itiona l m aterial resources obta ined. B uild ing 
fac ilit ie s  fo r a H um anities C enter w ou ld  have to  be 
p rovided by the University to make poss ib le  the c lose 
associa tion  between teachers and students desired. 
S ince the National Endow m ent fo r the Hum anities was 
ins titu ting  a new grant program  at the tim e fo r jus t 
such b road ly based approaches to hum anities in s tru c ­
tion, the University of Denver app lied  fo r and received 
one of the first of these Institu tional D evelopm ent 
grants.

The dec is ion  was m ade to devise 10 to 12 courses, 
each to be offered in som e quarte r o f the academ ic 
year so that they w ou ld  be ava ilab le  to all qua lified  
applican ts. A Hum anities C ouncil was form ed, in c lu d ­
ing the e igh t cha irm en of the departm ents concerned, 
to review  the p roposa ls and de term ine w h ich  ones 
w ou ld  be im p lem ented.

O nce the genera l lines were la id down, Dean Lindell 
dec ided  to leave the m atter as m uch as poss ib le  in 
facu lty  hands. The results were h igh ly  encouraging . 
The team s cam e up w ith  m ore p roposa ls than the 
co llege  cou ld handle. They spent untold hours in d e ­
ve lop ing  the ir syllab i. C om m enting on the genera l re­
action, Dean L indell said, " I t  has proven the easiest 
jo b  I’ve ever had, because it has been fa c u lty -d e ­
ve loped, facu lty -su pp orted  and facu lty -im p le m en te d ."

An Interweaving of Perspectives
The idea of a team  of teachers regard ing it as 

the ir constant respons ib ility  to attend each o thers ’ 
lectures may be hard to im agine, but the Denver ex­
perim ent proves it can work. Not tha t it d id n ’t require 
adaptation. Both in the p rog ram -p lann ing  stage and 
in the firs t actual run -th rough, a great deal had to be 
learned. And the learn ing process is s till con tinu ing . 
A t first, ind iv idua l pro fessors on a team had a natural 
tendency to try to carve out the ir own niches from  the 
po in t o f v iew  of the ir pa rticu la r expertise, a problem  
that has proved a s tum bling  b lock  to the effectiveness 
of so many attem pts at in te rd isc ip lina ry  education . 
But sooner o r later, the team  found they co u ld n 't get 
very far w ith th is  kind of com partm enta l attitude. In­
stead, it becam e standard practice  to start out by 
defin ing key prob lem s, them es, and questions raised 
by the pa rticu la r soc ie ty  under study, and then have 
facu lty  m em bers con tribu te  to the ir understand ing by 
an in terw eaving of perspectives. In "E lizabethan Eng­
la nd ,”  fo r exam ple, an understand ing of E lizabeth was 
deepened by seeing her, not jus t in her po litica l and 
h is to rica l role, but in the con text of the m usic, lite ra ­
ture, and art of Tudor England.

To fu lly  apprec ia te  Thucyd ides, one had to unde r­
stand not on ly his h is to ry of the P eloponnesian War, 
but the re lig ious and ph ilosoph ica l m ilieu of A thens 
expressed by Plato and A ris to tle , the great G reek 
dram as, G reek art, scu lp tu re  and archaeology.

Experience led to the general p o licy  that, desp ite

the d ifficu ltie s  fo r firs t- and seco nd -year students, p r i­
m ary sources should be stressed. This meant that s tu ­
dents w ith on ly  h igh -schoo l French were confronted 
w ith  having to read Volta ire  in the orig ina l; and, in 
the Germ an program , teen-agers  w ith p rac tica lly  no 
ph ilosoph ica l background had to com e to grips  w ith 
som e basic ideas of Kant and Hegel. Such dem ands 
are usually expected to app ly  on ly  to sen iors or 
graduates and, to be sure, about 10 percent of those 
reg istered d ropped out in the early stages. But to 
the surp rise  of many, those who s tuck it out were 
usually ab le to rise to the cha llenge and m ost found 
these courses, despite  the ir toughness, am ong the 
m ost rew ard ing of the ir co llege  careers.

Emphasis on Contrasts
One of the features of the m ethodo logy fo r the 

Denver program  was to em phasize contrasts rather 
than to  draw  para lle ls  w ith the con tem porary  world . 
To dram atize the e laborate fo rm a lity  of 12th century 
Ch inese socie ty in con trast to the hang-loose style 

of Am erican youth, the Sung Chinese class decided 
to  s im u la te  a Chinese civ il service exam ination , first 
institu ted during tha t period. C and idates were required 
to w ear fo rm al dress. P unctua lity  to the m inute was 
required and no one cam e late. A pp lican ts  had to 
com pose in advance a n ine -line  poem  w ith  a s tric t 
rhym e schem e and m em orize long passages from  
C o n fuc ius ’ "A n a le c ts ."  Those w ho passed the w r it­
ten test were then required to subm it to  an im peria l 
oral exam ination pres ided over by an upperc lass m a­
jo r in Chinese stud ies in the role of "E m p e ro r." By 
regulation on ly  five Chinese cou ld  be se lected at the 
end o f th is  e laborate process; at Denver the student- 
exam iners passed on ly  three.

One fac to r im portan t to the success of the new 
hum anities program  is the sp ir it of coopera tion  and 
sense of com m un ity  tha t usually develops. W hen fou r 
to e igh t facu lty  m em bers live a substantia l part of 
the ir lives together, firs t to ham m er out a syllabus 
over a period of many m onths, som etim es stre tch ing 
to m ore than a year, the fee ling  that they have a stake 
in the ou tcom e is bound to be unusually high. And 
when the plan is carried  out by these same ind iv idua ls  
w ith a group of 20 to 60 students all w ork ing together 
at least 5 days a week, 6 hours a day fo r  tw o -a nd -a - 
half m onths, the stim ulus becom es con tagious and 
produces som e ex trao rd inary  phenom ena. To put the ir 
new ly-acqu ired  m usical know ledge to use, a group 
of s tudents in the E lizabethan England class appeared 
in the Tudor Room of the Denver A rt M useum w ith ­
out p rio r a rrangem ent to sing a program  of m adriga ls  
fo r the rest of the c lass and a group of surprised 
museum visitors.

On one occasion, the facu lty  of "Im ages of M an" 
were treated to the inc red ib le  spectac le  of watch ing 
the ir charges e ject a c lassm ate because he was "w a s t­
ing the c la ss ’ t im e " w ith a poorly  prepared ass ign­
ment. 'In another program , the sp ir it of cam araderie  
grew  so c lose that students held a reunion party six 
m onths after the conc lus ion  of the course.

(Continued)



But students a ren ’t the on ly  ones to pro fit from  
th is  so rt of educa tiona l experience. New and creative 
ins igh ts broaden and enrich facu lty  perspectives, and 
teach ing styles can be enorm ously in fluenced. One 
pro fessor, who was c ritic ized  fo r ta lk ing  ove r the 
heads of the students, dec ided  to try an experim ent. 
In the next period, announcing h im se lf as a Greek 
sophist, he offered his teach ing services to the class, 
using the S ocra tic  m ethod o f answering th e ir ques­
tions w ith  questions of his own. The ensuing d ia ­
logue and argum ents were m ost invigorating.

A no ther professor, s tim u la ted by the live ly  in te r­
est o f both his associa tes and his c lasses in ap p ly ­
ing the new sc ience of eco logy  to the environm enta l 
prob lem s of past cultures, em barked on a program  of 
research on the sub ject. As a result, he has already 
pub lished several artic les and a book, “ E cology in 
A ncien t C iv iliza tions,”  an accoun t of noise and air 
po llu tion , de forestation, and the general de te rio ra ­
tion of the environm ent by man in the G raeco-Rom an 
world .

Need for Flexibility
But every creative idea has its price  and Denver's 

experim ent in the hum anities is no exception. The 
tota l com m itm ent necessary to the rea lization of any 
of these courses causes a sharp break in educational 
continu ity . Some pro fessors not in the program  
a re n ’t happy to lose the ir students fo r 10 weeks. In 
particu lar, the stiff requ irem ents fo r those m ajoring 
in sc ience  d iscou rage  m any from  e lecting th is  way 
of s tudying the hum anities. From the beginning the 
adm in istra tion  as well as the facu lty  was aware that 
offering these courses w ou ld  pre -em pt im portant 
freshm an and sophom ore English requirem ents. Spe­
cia l e fforts have there fore been made to give frequent 
w riting  assignm ents in w h ich  papers are judged  not 
on ly fo r con tent but fo r good English usage, gram m ar 
and style.

The inord ina te  am ount of tim e required to prepare 
and teach these program s poses another serious 
problem . Even m ore basic is the fac t tha t the uncon­
ven tional dem ands of th is approach are bound to 
d isrup t estab lished educa tiona l ph ilosoph ies. To 
overcom e such reservations is m ore than a m atter of 
funds. The idea has to be sold, sacrifices m ust be 
made, and com prom ises reached. Extraord inary fle x i­
b ility  is needed. But if D enver’s experience is any 
measure, the achievem ents have made the efforts 
w orthw hile .

The question arises as to w hethe r the Denver plan 
would w ork as well in o ther co lleges. A ccord ing  to 
Dean Lindell, th is depends on the institu tion . Colleges 
w h ich rely on com m uting students o r those w ho w ork 
pa rt-tim e w ould  have serious d ifficu lties . So would 
sm all co lleges w ithou t " th e  c ritica l m ass”  of resources 
to get such a program  started. Again, Dean L indell is 
of the op in ion that such an idea would be less like ly 
to have an im pact on large universities. But fo r  Den­
ver, w h ich  is a m ed ium -sized institu tion w ith about 
2,500 freshm en and sophom ores, it has w orked ex­
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trem ely well.
To begin w ith , a co llege  w h ich  dec ides to give the 

idea a try should choose program s fo r w h ich  they 
need only call upon existing resources. M ost m ed ium ­
sized co lleges would not have to go very fa r outside 
the ir own cam pus to develop courses such as C lassi­
cal A thens o r Im peria l Rome, E lizabethan England o r 
the French o r English Enlightenm ent. Beyond this, to 
vary the fare, each institu tion would have to evaluate 
its resources and de term ine w hethe r the necessary 
financia l support w ou ld  be available. Even though 
most co lleges would be un like ly  to se lect fo r study 
such cultures as G upta India, Sung China, or M exico 
in the 20th Century, they w ou ld  in all p robab ility  have 
o ther specia lties. But w hatever dec is ions are made,
Dean L indell is convinced that fo r those w illing  and 
able to make the effort, th is  style o f in te rd isc ip lina ry  
teaching is transfe rab le  and can prove fru itfu l.

Professor Harry K locker of the ph ilosophy depart­
ment is the present overall d irec to r of Denver’s new 
hum anities program . He is also one of the teachers 
of the course in M edieval Paris. He had th is  to say 
in his eva luation: "W ith  three or fou r professors at 
the lectures each day, all representing the ir ind iv idual 
areas of expertise, it qu ick ly  becom es apparent to 
everyone that the pro fessor of art looks at a cathedral 
d iffe rently  than an historian, and both view  Dante 
from  d iffe rent perspectives than a ph ilosophe r or the o ­
logian. The facu lty  responds to these changed pe r­
spectives w ith  enthusiasm  and the ir reaction causes 
he ightened student response ." It is the in teraction 
between facu lty  and facu lty, between student and 
student, and between facu lty  and student that makes 
the hum anities so live ly  these days at the University 
of Denver. □

The above a rtic le  was w ritten by Roger Lyons, free­
lance w rite r an d  consu lting  ed ito r fo r the Voice of 
Am erica.

Mary Lanius, an art h istorian at the University of Denver, d iscusses the 
scu lp ture  of Gupta India.



Grant Profiles

“I’ll Never Look at Movies 
the Same Way!”
Ever s ince (back in '94) the firs t foo t o f film  was 
shown to the first paying custom er in a m usty New 
York k ine toscope parlo r, A m ericans have been treated 
to a grand c inem atic  tim e: m ass-p roduced  am our, 
g lam our, dream s, v is ions— anything to please, amuse, 
excite, o r divert. Yet the average person has been 
re la tive ly  unaware of the m an ipu la tive  pow er of those 
perfo rated strips o f ce llu lo id . For through the years 
m otion p ictu res, apart from  offering jus t p la in  fun, 
have been: re flectors of socia l consciousness, ba rom ­
eters of chang ing sexual attitudes, too ls fo r p ro pa ­
ganda, m olders of pu b lic  op in ion , and much, much 
more.

To dem onstra te the huge in fluence exerted by 
movies, 25 -yea r-o ld  Gary P, Co llins, an honor s tu ­
dent and film  studies m ajor at N orthwestern C onnecti­
cut C om m unity  C ollege, was aw arded a grant by the 
NEH ‘ ‘Youthgrants in the H um an ities”  program  to 
conduct a Film Influence Study Project w hich, he 
feels, he lped the pa rtic ipan ts  "d e ve lo p  a new aw are­
ness of film s as an aesthetic  and m anipu la tive m e­
d iu m .”  A typ ica l pa rtic ipan t com m ent: “ You know, I 
d o n ’t th ink  I'll ever look at m ovies the same w a y !"

Tw ice a week fo r 12 sum m er weeks in 1973 s tu ­
dents of NCCC and c itizens of the town of W insted, 
site o f the college, sat th rough screen ings, short le c ­
tures, and sem inar d iscuss ions to exp lo re the in ­
fluence of such c lass ics as: the 1939 Germ an film  
“ T rium ph of the W ill (to show m ovies as p ro pa ­
ganda); 1935 ’s "G -M e n " and 1967's "B o nn ie  and 
C lyde " (to show the contrast in a ttitudes toward 
crim e); 1959’s "T he  Defiant O nes" (to dem onstra te 
a new awareness of b lacks and an attem pt to get be ­
yond stereotypes); 1933's " I 'm  No A ng e l”  (to dep ict 
the censorsh ip  problem s Mae W est ran in to); 1939's 
"C on fess ions  of a Nazi S py" (to d isp lay film  as a 
m o lde r of pub lic  op in ion).

Q uestionnaires filled  out before and a fte r all the 
film s had been shown revealed, said Co llins, "a  shift 
tow ard an adm ission on the part of the pa rtic ipants  
of the im pact and the extent to w h ich  they had been 
in fluenced in these various areas by film s ." He added: 
"T he  p ro jec t made them  a m ore d iscern ing audience 
of the visual mass media, and enhanced the ir unde r­

standing and apprec ia tion  of the m ed ium .”
Apart from  show ing the in fluence of film s, the p ro j­

ect ach ieved the second o f its goals, said Co llins: to 
provide o ther com m un ity  co lleges in Connecticut, as 
w ell as o ther in terested organ izations, w ith a m odel 
upon w h ich  they may pattern s im ila r program s.

Now 28 and a reg ional sales m anager fo r U n i­
versal film s in New York, C o llins  said that as far as 
today 's  film s are concerned: “ There are still p lenty 
of m an ipula tive ones around, in the sense, fo r in ­
stance, of tak ing  two hours w orth  of film  to wring 
peop le out, guarantee ing to keep them  to ta lly  involved, 
w ith constant bu ild -up , sm all le tdow n, m ore bu ild -up , 
m ore le tdow n— a very tir ing  exp erience !"

Yet som ehow, fo r many, still " ju s t p lain fu n ."

— Gerald  S. Snyder

Last Stand Farmer
Sitting atten tive ly  in the aud ito rium  of the sm all-tow n 
Verm ont pu b lic  school, the assem bled farm ers and 
tow nspeop le  w atch the screen as the last m inutes of 
the film  LAST STAND FARMER  p lay out . . .

The lanky figu re  of 67 -yea r-o ld  Verm ont h illtop  
farm er Kenneth O 'D onne ll is seen stom ping through 
the snow on the path lead ing to the m ountain pasture 
where the p low  team spends short w in ter days. He 
takes down the rail gate and leads the two brown 
dra ft horses down the path and in to the barn that he 
and his bro thers bu ilt on the 180-acre farm 30 years 
ago. "P eop le  w ork  a life tim e to save a little. I hate 
to see it all go d o w n ,”  O 'D onne ll says in a voiceover. 
"S om e peop le  w o u ld n ’t g ive a n icke l fo r th is p lace 
in w inter. But a fte r you 've  lived on it fo r a lifetim e, 
it's  the on ly  p lace you 'd w ant to be .”  He beds down 
the horses, s topp ing to pat the rum p of one. "The 
horses d o n 't look as good th is year as las t,”  he states 
m a tte r-o f-fac tly— with an irony not lost on the viewers 
who, in the 25 m inutes of the film , have com e to know 
him and his s trugg le  to ho ld out against the socia l 
changes and esca la ting taxes tha t threaten his way 
of life. Film  cred its  flicke r by silently. O 'D onnell moves 
off-cam era, the im age of the dra ft horses lingers a 
moment-, then fades.

As the lights com e up in the school aud ito rium  the 
local m odera to r ca lls  forw ard the four hum anists in ­
troduced before the screening. They w ill pa rtic ipa te
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in, but not lead, a d iscuss ion  of the film  w h ich  was 
p roduced  w ith  support from  the NEH state-based p ro ­
gram  in Verm ont— the Verm ont Council on the H u­
m anities and Pub lic Issues— as a focus fo r local d is ­
cussion of current pub lic  po licy  questions.

The a tm osphere is de c id ed ly  in form al as the m od­
era to r addresses the crow d, “ Any reac tions?" Six 
hands shoot up. The d iscuss ion  is qu ick  and a rticu ­
late, led by the farm ers w ho com prise  50 percent of 
the audience.

Reactions to the film  and to the film ’s subjects, 
Ken O ’Donnell and his w ife  Helen, are personal. At 
issue are questions of pu b lic  po licy  im portan t to all 
Verm onters: land use p lann ing, taxation, s tew ardsh ip 
of land, prob lem s of the e lderly , private vs. pub lic  sup ­
port, and attitudes tow ards chang ing ways of life 
and agricu lture.

C inem a verite, LAST STAND FARMER  is an e ffec­
tive veh ic le  for pub lic  issues review. O 'D onne ll is a 
strong engaging character, a 19th cen tury man in a 
20th cen tury w orld . Yet, judged  by m odern term s, 
O 'D onne ll is less than e ffic ien t as a fa rm er and his 
approach to dea ling  w ith  the m odern w orld  cou ld 
be seen as refusing to deal w ith it at all. The trac tor 
he bought 10 years ago sits new and unused in the 
shed. He prefers the o ld  ways and farm s w ith a 
ho rse-d raw n plow, eking out a liv ing from  the soil.

But, though O ’Donnell lives the way he wants to 
live and has never asked fo r pub lic  assistance, he 
w ill soon be forced to g ive  up his land. One of the 
last m arg ina l farm ers in his part of the state, he is 
ge tting  o ld  and taxes have risen beyond his reach. 
His way of life is obsolete, fo r in th is state land is 
assessed at m arket value and the m arket caters to 
the developers. G ood or bad, the days of farm ers and 
independents like Kenneth O 'D onne ll are num bered. 
His c ircum stances and cho ices provide a way o f re­
vea ling basic po licy  questions fo r all of Verm ont and 
fo r o ther Am ericans as we ll.

LAST STAND FARMER  w ill be d is tribu ted  free of 
charge to in terested g roups  in Verm ont th rough a r­

Suzanne Opton photos

rangem ents made by the Verm ont Council on the 
Hum anities and Public Issues. The film  was b ro a d ­
cast over the seven transm itte rs of Verm ont E duca­
tional Te lev is ion June 19. D istribu tion  rights of LAST  
STAND FARMER  ou ts ide  of Verm ont are retained by 
the p roducer R ichard B rick. The film  was honored 
June 11 by a show ing at the New York M useum  of 
M odern A rt and won a docum entary  award at a na­
tional film  festival.

— Sally Ferguson

Preferring the old ways in a m echanica l age, Kenneth O’Donnell uses the 
trad itiona l m ethods to mow hay (above) and to s tack it (below).



(A m erican Issues Forum, C ontinued from  page 3)

Advancem ent of C o lored People, National Center for 
Urban Ethnic A ffa irs, and National Urban League (m i­
nority  v iew po in ts); The National Council on the Aging 
(o lde r Am ericans m ateria ls); National Federation of 
the B lind (“ ta lk ing  d is c s ” ); National G range (rural and 
sm all tow n issues); and W omen in C om m unity  Service, 
Inc. (w om en ’s v iew po in ts).

In response to in te rest from  abroad, the U.S. In­
form ation  A gency w ill d is tribu te  the Forum Calendar 
to U.S. em bassies, along w ith v ideo tapes, reading 
lists, and specia l d iscussion gu ides on Forum topics.

A final ca tegory of sponsors fo r the Forum con ­
sists of educa tional, c iv ic  and re lig ious organ izations 
w h ich  are concen tra ting  on reg ional, state and com ­
m unity program s. State and regional* B icentennia l 
C om m issions w ill be setting up in fo rm ation  networks 
to in troduce  the Forum  to reg ions and states. State 
Hum anities C om m ittees w ill prov ide Forum in fo rm a­
tion to the pu b lic  th rough  newsletters and o ther pu b ­
lications, w ill o ffe r Forum film  and lite rature to com ­
m unity groups, and w ill fund Forum pro jects. The 
University of Denver is deve lop ing a reg ional Forum 
program  w ith suppo rting  m ateria ls and coord ination  
th roughout a s ix -s ta te  reg ion em bracing Colorado, 
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and 
W yom ing.

The Adu lt Education A ssocia tion  has schedu led 
1350 w orkshops to assist com m unity  leaders in deve l­
op ing  Forum program s fo r the ir loca lities. P ro ject For­

ward ’76 is prom oting the Forum through the re ­
lig ious m edia and w ith a reader’s gu ide fo r re lig ious 
organ izations, churches and synagogues planning 
Forum d iscuss ion and study groups. The National 
Congress of PTA is preparing  taped rad io in te r­
v iew s and d iscuss ion gu ides fo r schoo ls and student 
organ izations.

The Brochure fo r the Am erican Issues Forum 
sounds the call fo r na tionw ide pa rtic ipa tion  in these 
w ords: "A n effort at o rderly  pub lic  d iscourse seems an 
espec ia lly  fitting way to com m em orate the na tion ’s 
found ing , fo r the Declara tion of Independence was 
itse lf the product of w e ll-o rde red  debate. . . .  A free 
peop le, to remain free, m ust con tinua lly  reexam ine 
itself. . . . We may fina lly  find the con tinu ity  of our 
experience, a sense of our trad ition , to affirm  and 
renew .”  □

Fiscal 1976 Appropriations
The House of Representatives on Ju ly 23 took action 
on the NEH appropria tions b ill fo r Fiscal Year 1976, 
voting $72 m illion in ou trigh t funds fo r the program s 
of the Endow m ent p lus $7.5 m illion to be ava ilab le  
fo r m atch ing private gifts. This com pares w ith  $67.2 
m illion  in regu lar program  funds and a m atching 
au thority  of $6.5 m illion  in F iscal Year 1975.

The Senate is expected to take action on the bill 
in Septem ber. □


